
April 27, 2001
Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development

in the Carpathian and Danube Region

Under the high auspices of His Excellency Ion Iliescu, President of Romania and his Royal
Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, President Emeritus of the World Wild Fund
(WWF), on 29th  and 30th of April, 2001, the Palace of Parliament in Bucharest, will host the
Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Carpathian and Danube
Region, the most important regional forum of the year. Albanian President Rexhep Meidani,
President of Bosnia and Herzegovina Zivko Radisic, Bulgarian President Petar Stoianov,
Croatian President Stipe Mesic, Macedonian President Boris Trajkovski, Moldovan
President Vladimir Voronin, Slovak President Rudolph Schuster, Ukrainian President
Leonid Kucima and Zoran Zizic, Prime Minister of F.R. Yugoslavia will attend the Summit.
The meeting will provide the opportunity for an exchange of views on the current stage and
on the opportunities for diversifying and expanding regional cooperation on environment
and sustained development issues.

The summit will be preceded on April, 29 by a Conference of the Ministers of the
environment from the 16 participating states. The Romanian Prime Minister, Adrian
Nastase, will deliver the opening statement. The agenda of the Conference includes current
issues regarding policies and strategies for sustained management of the Danube region,
economic mechanisms of cooperation, biodiversity and sustained development, environment
and regional security, as well as the environment component of the Stability Pact. The
ministers will examine the stage of the existent agreements and will identify new initiatives
and possibilities of cooperation in the field of sustainable development in the Carpathian
and Danube region.

Nicolae Iorga Hall will host on April 30, 2001, the Business and NGO Forum. 250 participants
- companies, financial institutions and organizations such as UNILEVER, IKEA, Arctic Gaesti,
Grivco Energy, WWF, BERD, PNUD, UE, the World Bank - will debate the regional and local
projects for sustainable development, bilateral and multilateral financing schemes, as well as the
relation between the economic development and environment protection. The Forum will be chaired by
Tom Garvey, the President "Aarhus Business Initiative".

Around 400 journalists, representing Romanian and foreign media, international press
agencies and specialized publications have announced their participation at the event. The
accreditation process continues at the Press Department of the Chamber of  Deputies, tel.
40-1-315 4216, fax. 40-1-312.0827.


