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Your Excellency,

Mr. President,

Dear Colleagues and Honored Audience.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, I would like to express my utmost

appreciation to the Romanian Government, to the organizers of the Summit on Environment and

Sustainable Development in the Danube-Carpathian Region for the invitation to participate in this

prestigious forum, and also for the good organization and wonderful conditions established for our

activities.

The Republic of Moldova welcomes and supports the convening of the Summit on Environment and

Sustainable Development in the Danube-Carpathian Region. For my country, in spite of its geographical

position, physical parameters and poor natural resources, the issue of sustainable development in harmony

with the environment is an almost unsolvable problem without international co-operation. The territory and

natural heritage of Moldova are extremely vulnerable to the harmful processes upon environment at the

global and regional level, such as transboundary air and water pollution, acid rains and others.

That is why, without any hesitation, we became party to the all important environmental conventions, both

global and regional, such as the Convention on Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and

International Lakes, Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and Convention on Co-

operation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River.

We have initiated a serious and concrete process of co-operation with the neighboring states

(Romania, the Ukraine and Bulgaria) within the framework of the above-mentioned conventions and,

especially, the bilateral, trilateral and quadripartite agreements. We have also undertaken significant actions

regarding the activities of establishing the protected area “Danube Delta and Lower Prut” and the Green

Corridor of the Lower Danube.



We are interested in the looking for the new mechanisms of sustainable development promotion in

the region, taking into account the specific character of the various activities with impact upon the

environment, as well as, treating the environment as a unique natural and cultural heritage.

The Republic of Moldova has pressing issues within its domestic affairs concerning the

relationship between society and environment, taking into account our tendency to sustainable

development.

We have the responsibility to act as soon as possible to conserve the biodiversity, which is very

vulnerable in our country, due to the increased level of influence of the anthropogenic activity on the

environment.

Thus, 75% of the whole territory of the country is used for agricultural purposes. About 9% of the

afforested grounds is fragmented into 800 forest bodies, the majority having an area of tens or even

thousands hectares. All these represent a factor of vulnerability increase, especially for fauna.

Our major task is the sustainable use of the natural and renewable resources and the efficiency of

their utilization, taking into consideration that Moldova has poor natural resources.

The main water streams in the Republic of Moldova are the Nistru and Prut, which are

transboundary with Romania and the Ukraine.

That is why, we do not have too many possibilities of sustainable development of society in

harmony with nature without acting in co-operation with our neighbors, making efforts at regional and

global level.

Considering the above-mentioned, we tackle the international co-operation as a priority field of the

ecological policy of the country. We are ready and interested in the widening of our co-operation beginning

with the basins of the Nistru and Prut Rivers to a wider area, such as the Danube-Carpathian region.

Thank you very much.


