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Statement
of Dr. János Tardy, Deputy Secretary of State,

on behalf of the Minister for Environment of the Republic of Hungary
at the Conference of Environment Ministers

of the Carpathian Region and the Danube River Basin
(Bucharest, 29 April 2001)

Ministers, Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to speak on behalf of Dr. Bela Turi-Kovács, Minister for
Environment of the Republic of Hungary, and in the name of he Hungarian
delegation, to a subject of this conference having high importance for us. To give a
comprehensive picture of the environmental issues of the Danube Basin embraced
by the Carpathian Mountains, this marvelous and highly complex world, in a short
contribution, is nearly an impossible task.

Environment protection and nature conservation are activities mutually
strengthening and supplementing each other. This is especially true for the
Carpathian Region and the Danube Basin having outstanding natural values in
European, and in certain aspects, also in global dimension. Improvement of the
state of health of the population of this region, sustainable use of its natural
resources, and preservation of its natural and cultural values for the future
generations is not only a moral obligation for us, but also the long term economic
and social interest of our countries. The countries of this region aspiring to become
a member of the European Union can indeed enrich Europe with the large number
of natural values they have.

Recently Hungary has acted as the initiator of strengthening the cooperation in
environment protection and nature conservation of this region. From among these
initiatives I wish to highlight that upon the initiative of Hungary a programme, for
establishing the basis of ecological cooperation in the entire Danube basin is being
prepared.
Our objective is to elaborate an Annex to the Danube Protection Convention in
relation to the ecological protection of wetlands and river flood plains.

We also attribute high importance to the cooperation of the countries concerned, in
the development of parts of the Pan-European Ecological Network, the system of
transboundary protected areas in particular, as well as in the development of the
Emerald Network to be established under the auspices of the Bern Convention,
and the EU Natura 2000 network. Joint designation of wetlands of international
importance under the Ramsar Convention offers further opportunities for us.
Moreover, we should also bear in mind that in compliance with the Convention on
Biodiversity we have a number of joint tasks in bio monitoring.

The Carpathian Region and the Danube Basin are divided into parts with marked,
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colorful natural and socio-geographic features. As a consequence, region specific
approaches and measures are needed to tackle the different environment and
nature protection problems.
In my view, in this vast territory the interrelated problems of the Carpathians and
the Danube Basin are best represented by the Tisza River catchments area. These
problems are to be solved jointly by the countries concerned. For example, it is
high time to realize that besides the chemical and hydrological data available, our
knowledge on the biological state, the process and trends of change of our waters
is regrettably scarce. We have to pay attention to the fate of wetlands, and flood
plains along the Tisza River, and to reconstruction opportunities.

Based on the lessons learnt from the severe floods of the last years, it is to be
emphasized that technical interventions aiming at the reduction and prevention of
flood risks should, at all times, also consider the ecological characteristics of the
region. Furthermore such interventions must not create a more unfavorable
situation for the downstream country. I deem it important that programmes of this
kind should only be implemented in the frame of jointly accepted legal guarantees,
and with sufficient scientific foundation.

We recognized the importance of preserving the environmental and natural values
of the Tisza catchments area, are aware of the natural fluctuations in river water
quality and hydrological regimes and have to face changes often caused by human
intervention. We are also conscious of the necessity of improving the quality of
life of the people living there. Therefore, upon the initiative of the Hungarian
Minister of Environment governmental experts of the five countries concerned, are
elaborating a joint Environmental Programme for the Tisza catchments as a pilot
area, in compliance with the EU Framework Water Directive.

The EU Framework Water Directive provides good guidance for the five countries
enabling them to make effective measures foreseen in the Programme, by joint
management of the shared catchments area, in the interest of increasing
environment safety, creating better water conditions, preventing floods, primarily
by reasonable selection of land use.

The environment ministers of the five countries concerned approved the Concept
of the Regional Environmental Management and Development Programme for the
Tisza Catchment Area. The draft Programme was discussed and further developed
on 8-9 March 2001 in Budapest, by experts of these countries and those of the EU.
Hungary has undertaken to continue the financial support of the Programme
preparation work.

Due to the different economic situation of the countries involved in cooperation on
the Tisza River, the elaboration of the development part of the Programme is of
outstanding importance. We all expect international experts’ support and financial
assistance from the European Union and other international organizations in the
planning of these developments and especially their implementation on regional
level.

Our experiences of cooperation on the Tisza catchments area in environment
protection have made it clear that the legal foundation of the cooperation between
the countries concerned needs to be strengthened. We appreciate the decision of
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the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted on 7 March 2001,
calling on these countries to strengthen their cooperation on the Tisza River.

At present the Convention on Water Quality Protection signed in Szeged in 1986,
is the only legal instrument related to the Tisza River and its tributaries, which no
longer meets contemporary requirements. With attention to this, the elaboration of
a comprehensive ‘Tisza River Convention’ could be launched, which may create,
in harmony with the Danube Protection Convention and other important
international environment and nature protection conventions, the legal framework
of a long-term cooperation in our region.

Finally I would like state that Hungary is interested in long-lasting and concrete
agreements and cooperation.

Thank you for your kind attention.


