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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to start my statement by expressing my opinion that the Summit for
environment and sustainable development in the Carpatho – Danubian region as
well as the other meetings that it occasions these days have an emblematic
character. Firstly, these are emblematic because they join together around the
same table, representatives of 15 European countries that have a total surface of
2,138,000 km2 and a population of 262.4 mil. inhabitants. These countries are
located on a geographical area with a rich and various natural environment,
having as joining lines the old Danube and her brothers, the Carpathian
Mountains. We discuss on issues of common interest that do not affect
participation or non-participation in international bodies or other identity
dimensions of our countries but are crucial for both their harmonious development
and the whole continent.

Secondly, these meetings are emblematic for the changes that took and are
taking place in the world and in Europe at geo-political level and in the agenda
and spirit of international relations. The focusing points to be discussed in
Bucharest are related to the environment, its regional protection and sustainable
development in its wide meaning, i.e. those issues which together with the human
development represent the most significant and hot subjects of the contemporary
development.

Thirdly, such meetings have an emblematic character because they join
together chiefs of States, Governmental representatives, business men, non-
governmental organisations, people of various social structures interested to find
the optimal long term solutions for managing major regional issues related to the
environment and sustainable development.
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Our interest in the regional cooperation development arises from the fact
that Romania is a country where the Danube River and Carpathian Mountains
meet and join their hands in a brotherhood relationship. Among the Danubian
countries, Romania has 1,072 km of the river length, 45% of its shipping part,
including that accessible for sea ships, and the largest surface of the
hydrographical basin of the river that ends its passage through Europe with its
splendid Delta as a crown before reaching the Black Sea. The south-eastern
Carpathians have the largest surface on the Romanian territory, representing a
real backbone of our country, her main forest area, including mineral, oil, coal
ores, hydro-electric power resources, and an incomparable touristic beauty.

We are aware that the main responsibility for the environmental
conservation, protection and reconstruction reverts to the national governments
and institutions. At the same time we live in a globalising word, in a time when
environment protection has been a global issue and environment deterioration or
improvement have impact on development in the farest corners of the planet.
Under such circumstances it would be wrong to consider that the responses and
solutions to the environmental challenges may be found exclusively at national
level. Sometimes, the efforts made by a country to solve some environmental
problems and their results might be reduced or cancelled due to the negligence or
lack of adequate measures in other countries.

For this reason, we pronounce and act permanently to expand and diversify
the international cooperation in the fields of the environmental protection and
sustainable development.

Consequently we signed and are parties in numerous international
conventions and agreements related to the Danubian basin, biodiversity keeping in
our region.

Expanding cooperation with the other countries in this region on
environmental and sustainable development issues has a crucial significance for
Romania and represents a strategical orientation of our country evolution. The
present Romanian governmental program pays a major attention to the organic
integration of the environment in the political decision making process at all levels,
economic and social development, natural resource management and human
development.

An essential condition to promote a multi-dimensional sustainable
development and increase the Romanian input to the regional cooperation, is that
of carrying out a new type of economic growth, i.e. an innovative, regenerative
and protective growth for both the environment and people, associated with the
development of commercial exchanges, economic cooperation and transfer of
clean technologies in the Carpatho – Danubian region.

We appreciate the fact that by existing agreements all of us have already
started the cooperation in the environmental and sustainable development fields
in this region, but in our opinion its development pace is still slow and the scale is
small far behind the existing possibilities.
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Now, first at all, new efforts are necessary to be made by all Carpatho –
Danubian countries in the spirit of regional solidarity and common responsibility
for implementing provisions included in the multilateral and bilateral
environmental agreements referring to preventing and reducing pollution,
biological diversity conservation, avoidance and decrease of the environmental
emergencies, as well as putting in practice common activities included in the
Regional Program for the Environmental Reconstruction (Rerep) in the South -–
Eastern Europe in the frame of the Pact of Stability.

Secondly, we need to expand our regional cooperation through new projects
with multinational participation, including participants outside the region; for
mutual benefit, these projects should collect funds, valuable experience, best
results and innovations from each participating country. We consistently declare in
favour of the transnational corporations participation and attracting direct foreign
investment for environmental protection and sustainable development projects in
the Carpatho - Danubian region.

We also consider that, in addition to the funds allotted to each country
during the preparing period before becoming member, the E.U. might give
assistance and special funds for significant projects of environmental protection
and sustainable development in the Carpatho - Danubian region. It might be
useful that such provisions and funds be included in the EU 6th Environmental
Action Programme for 2001–2010. We are determined to participate in the
implementation of this long term Programme.

In addition to their favourable effects for environment, such projects or
programmes can reinforce the improvement of the economic conditions and
development in the countries of our region; they can boost the creation of new
jobs, strengthen the interstate cooperation and solidarity, encourage national
capital of each country and facilitate partnership with foreign investors and
European and world financial institutions.

In this regard we consider that it might be useful to adopt multinational
programmes for the development of environmental friendly activities in mountain
areas, including economic activities, in the Carpathian region. Romania might
include her share in such programmes having in mind results of experiments
carried out by Romanian researchers.

The development of regional cooperation for environmental protection is a
process of learning; it does not have pre-established models. In the process of
regional cooperation for environmental protection and sustainable development
we go on unknown ways like we do in the transition we are experiencing towards
a modern market economy and a new society.

To accelerate this process we need to learn from each other, from our
neighbours, from countries of Europe or other parts of the world, that have
registered notable results; we also need to make practice, traditions and results of
our scientific research more profitable, what will support the sustainable
management of natural resources. We are sure that stages of our cooperation
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process will be shorter under conditions we will enjoy the WWF highly qualified
and generous assistance.

The main condition to achieve sustainable development in the Carpatho -
Danubian region as well as in the whole world is to secure peace, to do away with
the internal or international conflicts which, unfortunately, after they had been
slack for several years, have broken out again in a virulent manner, causing armed
conflicts and even outside military interventions. Promoting cooperation for
environmental protection and sustainable development may be a factor of
stability, a contribution to peace and international understanding in our region;
reciprocally, peaceful conditions facilitate expanding regional cooperation.

To make our present day dialogue profitable it is necessary to transform the
common points of view as well as the proposals which will be made into
partnerships for their implementation by involving all social actors showing interest
and having responsibility for this process.

We are fully aware of the responsibilities of the Romanian Ministry of Waters
and Environment Protection for building such strong and efficient partnerships not
only on national level but also on international level, with actors from public
sector, business community, scientific research, and civil society.

To close up, and in the light of the next year Rio + 10 World Conference in
Johannesburg, I would like to express my confidence that our ministerial meeting,
and its results will make a valuable contribution to the transforming the
Carpathian Mountains and Danube river in pillars and symbols of good
neighbourhood and good cooperation between our countries and peoples as well
as to the better management of the planetarian environment the 15 countries
share.

Thank you for your attention.


