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Your Royal Highness,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear friends,

I am very pleased to open this Business and NGOs Forum, as part of the
Summit for Environment and Sustainable Development in the Carpathian
and Danube Region, together with the Conference Co-Chair, His Royal
Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, President Emeritus of the World Wide
Fund for Nature.

It is perhaps a sign of the time that your Forum brings together the two
main driving forces for change in modern society: the business community
and the civil society. We sincerely believe that your constructive dialogue
can identify a meaningful convergence of interests on things that are really
essential, and it can generate new synergies for positive action in each of
our countries and in the region as a whole.
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Significantly, the non-governmental organisations and environmentalist
‘green’ groups were the first to start building public awareness, based on
scientific evidence, about the dangers of continued air, water and soil
pollution, wasteful use of energy and precious resources, declining
biodiversity and climate change. The spirit of entrepreneurship soon took
up the challenge as the profitable business opportunities arising from
environmental action became increasingly obvious. The world market for
environment-related goods and services is worth hundreds of billions of
US dollars a year, and it is still growing. Now it is the NGOs that are
learning from the business world how to structure projects and action
plans, how to apply modern managerial techniques in order to accomplish
their specific activities in a more cost-effective manner.

We, elected officials and government executives, are also learning how to
cope with diversity and complexity in our own countries and in this
shrinking world, aptly described as ‘the global village’. After all, the
concept of good governance was largely inspired from the principles of
corporate governance. Governments and companies alike are absorbing
from the civil society the tenets of social and environmental responsibility.
A virtuous circle is closing. We all now have a stake in a more user-
friendly world.

The Carpathian region and the Danube River basin are important for
Europe as much as Europe whole, safe and free is important for every
inhabitant of this area. By embracing the notion of environment-minded
sustainable development in a regional dimension we are sending a signal
of confidence and hope. The Declaration that we are set to adopt today
spells out in more concrete detail our political commitment and offers
general guidelines for further action. This is our joint practical contribution
to preparations for the World Conference on Sustainable Development to
be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002, ten years after the
momentous Earth Summit in Rio.
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Before concluding, I should like to mention in particular the special
contribution of Senator Alin Ciocarlie and George Cojocaru, President of
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania and Bucharest
Municipality, whose hard work and dedication in partnership with Philip
Weller and his team from the World Wide Fund for Nature have made this
Forum possible.

You have a hard day’s work ahead of you. So have we. I wish you every
success in your deliberations.

And now, with your permission, I shall kindly ask His Royal Highness The
Duke of Edinburgh to address the Forum and declare it officially open.
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