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President Meidani’s Speech Delivered
at the High Level Summit on the “Environment arid Sustainable

Development In the Danube-Carpathian Region”

Honorable President, Dear colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Albanian State, I avail myself of the opportunity to thank
personally the President, Mr. Iliescu, and His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, for the
cordial reception and excellent leading of the process for the elaboration of a regional
environmental plan, as well as for the organization of this important conference. The
initiative of developing this plan represents an opportunity for all the SEE countries to
integrate environmental considerations in the overall program of environmental
protection, for promoting the conservation of our common natural resources.

In the actual debate on the world scale, the connections between politics,
economics, society and environment actually constitute a new tendency, in which one
important key is the protection of the environment and the conservation of the nature,
although growing doubts about our future are already present. Some of these doubts arose
because the scientific and technological development as well as science and technology
themselves lost a good deal of their erstwhile prestige due to their misuse in technology.
One critical aspect of the costs and the major penalty of the industrialization based on
science and technology is pollution, which is growing fast and can no longer be
neglected, particularly, considering the rampant increase of the world’s population.

Thus, at least, quite soon mankind will have to face the need of doubling the
amount of food to satisfy consumption, the urgent problem of the scarcity of usable
water, the need for more and cheaper power, for more intensive land use, more housing,
more roads, etc. Addressing these problems effectively, while strengthening our
economies, is one of the pre-eminent challenges, such as biodiversity loss, the use and
spread of persistent toxic chemicals, degradation of local or international waters and the
ozone layer, air contamination, deforestation, etc.

In my opinion, considering the spectrum of the energy use, this one must be placed
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at the center of concerns regarding the global climate change. The estimated energy-
related carbon dioxide emissions represent 70% of all greenhouse gas emissions, while
non-carbon energy-related emissions represent another 10-15%. While energy is at the
heart of economic and social development, its production, transportation and use are the
cause of a wide range of major environmental problems. Considering that nearly 2 billion
people — a third of the world’s population — live without the benefit of electricity or
that nearly half a billion more people have only limited or unreliable access to electrical
power, demand for energy is expected to go on growing. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change has predicted that global economic output could double between the
present day and 2050, with energy demand reaching nearly three times that in 1990. The
ways in which all primary energy sources are extracted, transformed, delivered and use
have enormous environmental impacts at local, regional and global levels, affecting air,
water, the soil and living organisms. Also, rapid urbanization in our countries will expose
greater numbers of people to polluted urban air. Without improved pollution
control, some cities in our countries could see air pollution levels double by 2010!

Implementation of the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution
has resulted in significant reductions in emissions of acidifying gases in Europe and
North America. For example, sulphur—dioxide emissions in Western, Central and
Eastern Europe fell by 50% between 1985 and 1994. Significant problems remain,
however,despite these improvements. So, the critical loads for acid deposition are still
being exceeded in more than 25% of ecosystems in Western and Central Europe. These
problems are likely to become worse, as the economies of Eastern Europe grow stronger.
Nevertheless, if new investments are directed towards clean energy technologies, we will
all enjoy an economy that is more secure and much cleaner. In my view, this is quite an
attainable objective provided a political will exist. If our countries followed the
conventional development path, there would be a massive increase in emissions of
atmospheric pollutants. The contrary will give the SEE countries, an excellent
opportunity to bypass the long process of transformation of developed countries.
Similarly, the implementation mechanisms developed for the Kyoto Protocol, to reduce
the average destructive emissions during 2008-12 to about 5% below 1990 levels, are
intended to help developing countries and our region restrict the emission of greenhouse
gases, including, also, two types of economic instruments: environmental taxes and
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tradable permits.

Fortunately, we are, also, conscious for the very negative impacts, caused by oil
extraction and refming, coal mining and combustion, fuel use for vehicles, energy-related
waste disposal, old industrial technologies, different accidents of the oil transportation,
pouring of waste material in the rivers, etc. We know now more about the environmental
effects of the mining industry, which include destrudtion of natural habitats, changes in
river regimes and water tables, and other serious ecological impacts. Serious implications
for the environment could create, also, the mineral processing, which, in general, is not
limited to washing and separation, but in many cases is involving a number of chemical
and physical separation steps. Given the scale of mining activities, it is not surprising that
they have a wide range of environmental impacts at every stage of operations, causing air
pollution, water pollution, solid waste and tailings, as the mine tailing accident in Baia
Mare. In our Economies in Transition there are significant mining activities. The lack of
implementation of mine closure activities, normally due to fmancial constraints, has
resulted and continues to result in significant adverse environmental, health and safety
impacts. The programs to develop, in our region, a policy and regulatory frameworks for
fmancial provisioning related to mine rehabilitation and closure must initiate on a new
technological and legislative level.

The initiative of developing regional environmental plans represents an
opportunity for all region countries to integrate environmental considerations in the
overall programs for the enhancement of economic development and security.

We are all aware of the national and international importance of our regional
resources and of the immediate need to restore the biodiversity losses and prevent
environmental damages and pollution.

The development of regional mechanisms will certainly strengthen the capacities
for a better environmental management. The Government of Albania is very active in this
process and has tried to focus the national environmental priorities in the regional
context.
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There are many projects which address the environmental priorities starting from
the institutional strengthening in the region to the enhancement of the cross border
cooperation. Albania is now focusing on the development of environmental policies and
its implementing tools. We are now developing the strategy for growth and poverty
reduction. The environmental protection is considered to be an integral part of this
strategy. According to the followed approach, the environment is not only being seen as a
cost to the economy but as a resource that will enhance really efficiency and growth.

For us, it is important the building of the environmental civil society, by
stimulating the cooperation between the Albanian government,the environmental NGOs
and citizen groups in the promotion of environmental policies and respective law
enforcement in the country. The regional cooperation and networking is considered as
another tool for increasing the access to and sharing of environmental information and
participation in significant regional decision-making processes. In this optics, the
implementation of Aarhus Convention is one of the main priorities of Albania, as a
signatory country.

Albania played an important role during Kososvo conflict in responding to the
emergencies for the accommodation of more than 500 000 Kosovar Albanians. The
impacts of the armed conflict in Kosova relate mainly to the damages caused due to
shelling of the civilian targets within the Albanian territory and mining of 120km long
borders line, the damages of the agricultural land and protecte areas in sites, where the
refugee shelters were installed. The rehabilitation of these damages is still one of the
present priorities for the country, requiring fmancial support, concrete actions and
investments. To this aim, Under the frame work of Stability Pact, UNEP Task Force for
Balkans carried out the assessment of the post conflict state of the environment in
Albania identifying the priorities requiring urgent actions.

Albanian government regards the implementation of cross border projects as an
important tool in the fostering of the cooperation between neighboring and other
countries in the region, in the field of common resources protection. Based on the
previous and existing experience, we are working now with neighbor countries to
develop common projects for international lakes management such as conservation of
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Prespa and Skadar lakes and management of Drini river watershed.

The rehabilitation of hot spots is top priority for the Albanian government. The
financial support already provided by the EU for the elimination of 800 ton arsenic
solution and pesticides are very much appreciated by the Albanian government and
people. The outputs of such projects are not beneficiary only to the local population and
environmental surroundings but will evidently avoid the environmental hazard on
transboundary context.

I strongly believe that the process of accession to the EU is the key issue for
Albanian and other Balkans’ countries, regarding, also, the environmental problems.The
acceleration of this process not only directly influences domestic and environmental
policies, but also urges the international investment community to implement new and
clean technologies. To do this, not only decided leadership and strong persistence, but,
also, more solidarity, even sacrifice are required. I am convinced that the accession
process is more than simply mathematics and statistics, more than an economic or
fmancial exercise, more than an entity of cool rules and principles. This is the future of
Balkans and of Europe itself. The actual political reality of Europe is more favorable than
ever in this respect. Europe is more united than it has been for decades, clearly
manifesting good governance and strong economic potential, a better spiritual and
technical communication between Europeans.

Finally, allow me, Ladies and Gentlemen, to express the commitment of the
Albanian State, in supporting the regional approaches and environmental plans by being a
good partner in the already started process to this aim.

I would like to say that Albania supports the initiative for the protection of the
global environment and particularly support the sustainable development in the
Carpathian and Danube river region. The Albanian participation in such a process and the
signature of the Declaration on environment and sustainable development in the
Carpathian and Danube river region is a sign of our solidarity and comprehension.

Thank you for your attention!


