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The pollution of the environment is a global problem and the protection of the
environment is a global task. The threat to, and destruction of, our environment –
plant and animal life, air and water – is truly becoming an urgent issue currently
facing humankind. And that makes it a political issue as well.

We represent here only a part of Europe, a small part of our world. But, I am
afraid we shall not achieve anything unless we do something in our own countries and
regions, unless we first – as they say – put our own house in order, without waiting
for others but urging them to join us. This is way I consider this summit welcome and
much needed.

The only thing I can do as a politician is to use every opportunity – including,
of course, meetings like this one endeavoring to draw the attention of public opinion
to the need to preserve our environment, to the need for a different attitude towards it.

I am well aware of the fact that measures for the protection of the environment
requires substantial financial resources, that they require at least, apparently major
sacrifices and affect – but again only apparently – the development of production and
the opening of new jobs.

It would be tragic if we were to give in such a short-term calculation.
Investments in the protection of the environment and of nature are investments into
our future, into our existence. Therefore, the withholding of such investments, only
jeopardizes our existence.

Most countries in the Carpatho-Danubian Region are not rich countries. This
is why we also rightfully count on the support of the international community because
our achievement in the protection of the environment in our region today will benefit
people worldwide tomorrow.

Nature is indivisible. It cannot be protected or destroyed, regardless of the site
of the source of pollution only in one part of the world.

On behalf of the Republic of Croatia I endorse the proposed Declaration. I
believe it is a document that reflects and comprises everything that is not only
realistically possible, at this point in time, but also indispensable. Of course,
additional effort will be required with regard to the mechanisms for promoting and
monitoring its implementation.

I would like to endorse all efforts – regional and global ones alike – focused
on the protection of the human environment. I would also like to give full credit to all
the states that have addresses the protection of the environment seriously. As well as
to all individuals and organizations that have help them in the process – and not
infrequently compelled the to address the task seriously.



Politicians are entitled to mistakes and mistaken assessments. But none of us
are entitled to jeopardize the survival of our species and to tolerate the destruction of
the environment in which it has developed. We have reached the point where this can
neither neglected nor forgotten.

Failing that, it will be too late – for nature – but also for the human race.


