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Ladies and Gentlemen, Ministers, High Representatives participating in the ministerial
reunion,

Ladies and Gentlemen representing international organizations,

Dear guests,

I am particularly pleased to address you a heart-felt welcome on behalf of the Romanian
Government and on my own behalf at the opening of the meeting of Environment
Ministers occasioned by the Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the
Carpathian and Danube Region currently proceeding in Bucharest.

In our opinion, organizing this even proves the responsibility we – heads of state,
government members as well as representatives of the private sector and the NGOs -
jointly share in connection with the issues of sustainable development and, not ultimately,
with the geographical area where we belong – the Carpathian and Danube region.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The current Summit, which incorporates today’s Conference of Environment Ministers,
aims to scrutinize in an interdependent way a particularly complex set of questions. On
the one hand we need to assess the issues related to sustainable development as set in the
Agenda 21 document, to highlight the significant developments in the region over the last
decade and to identify the new challenges and the responses that we, the governments,
can provide.



On the other hand, we need to look into and agree upon concrete policies and projects
capable of turning The Danube and The Carpathians into a vector of economic
development of the zone, a vector of European integration. Geography and belonging
together to one area can play a positive part by uniting our efforts for development,
cooperation and economic efficiency, for working out and supporting strategies to
approach in an integrated way the economic dimensions of development, the defenses
against aggression on the environment, the reasonable exploitation and use of the human
capital and the solidarity among generations.

1. A responsible regional approach to sustainable development

Dear guests,

I am happy to note that the Summit and our meeting today are part of a wider process that
spans several decades. The warnings the Stockholm Conference issued 30 years ago
about the threats confronting the planet are still there. They continue to be highly topical.

Ten years ago Agenda 21 was adopted when an impressive number of state
representatives agreed on joint points of action.

The concept of sustainable development was launched. How to design the
development of today’s generations in a way that does not jeopardize the future of
tomorrow’s generations? This is the key question and the answers acquire new
developments day by day.

New economic, social and political angles have been added to the strictly ecological
dimension of the sustainable development concept.

Agenda 21 was followed by measures and institutional structures, by programs developed
by each separate country. We too, in Romania, have adopted the National Strategy for
Sustainable Development, a document agreed upon by the entire Romanian political class
and the civil society.

But in spite of the progress made in this respect and of a sustained regulatory effort, and
for all the coordinated national actions, analyses point out that governments have not
taken enough action to meet the crisis: ecosystems continued to be destroyed, land
continued to be depleted, forests were lost, biological diversity was ruined, water and air
were further polluted. Serious phenomena such as growing poverty, deeper social
inequity and falling health standards continued to exist.



In the current assessment process that prepares the ground for the RIO +10 meeting we
need to analyze to what extent we have managed to meet the challenges of this period of
time and how are we going to approach them in future.

There is one topic on which I wish to insist from the perspective of our own experience.

We, the transition countries, are interested in the issue of ensuring the balance between
state intervention and the market forces in a way that is benefic and healthy for the
environment. The experience of the developed countries reveals that in point of
protecting the environment the state intervention by way of financial, fiscal, legal and
other levers is meant to correct the market failures in this respect. We believe that at a
time of transition state must not abandon this role, given the fact that environment serves
everybody; but at the same time the state interventions must not inhibit the activity and
assertion of the market and of its healthy forces.

In order to live in a healthy environment and have a prosperous, sustainable market,  state
must generate an adequate framework for generating different activities that are efficient
not just economically but also ecologically and socially, in consensus with sustainable
development.

2. Environment protection: common problems, common solutions

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The countries participating in this Summit share – with certain nuances, of course –
common environment issues.

Most of our countries experienced the communist industrialization, a process that had
no environment yardstick whatsoever. We all inherited polluting and energy-intensive
industries and huge costs are involved in restoring natural balances.

The ecology map of Central and South-East Europe on the other hand reveals points of
contention of the states in the zone, that can directly or indirectly influence the
relationships between our countries. Naming those points is superfluous. They are well
known to all the participants in this reunion.

The conflicts in the zone and particularly those in the former Federation of Yugoslavia
have generated new environment risks and threats and we need to find a common answer
to those threats. Just the same, those conflicts have significantly reduced, down to one
third, the river transportation on the Danube. Analyses show that a mere 30 million tons
of freight are shipped along the Danube each year now, down from 100 million tons in
1987.



We share an agenda of environment issues ranging from pollution generated by our
industries and transborder pollution, all the way down to the way we manage our forests,
lakes, drinking water and livestock. They are structured, if you will, in an area of
environment issues in Central and South-East Europe.

The solution to those issues can only be shared, with the concerted effort of the
states in the zone.

That is why I am calling for genuine intergovernmental cooperation conducive to
environment-friendly solutions in this zone of Europe.

Just the same, most of the states in the region are committed to European integration.
Collaboration in point of harmonizing environment legislations is a must in the
integration process.

We are also responsible for stimulating local cooperation in this field, for developing and
implementing harmonized policies that favor the involvement of communities, business
circles and the civil societies in projects that aim at solving environment-related issues.

And not ultimately, I believe we all need to make an effort for transparency and maintain
a permanent dialogue with the citizens in order to generate a new environment-
oriented culture in our states. No government policy can be really efficient in the
absence of such a culture, in the absence of the citizens’ interest in a healthy, clean and
friendly environment.

3. The Carpathian-Danube region – a vector of sustainable development

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The current Summit has linked two complementary geographic elements - The Danube
and The Carpathians – with the purpose of capitalizing on their complementary nature for
the benefit of the region’s sustainable development.

We all acknowledge the particular potential of The Carpathians. Those mountains stand
out as a genuine natural treasure of particular ecological value, a reservoir of biodiversity.

We all acknowledge the important role played by The Danube, a major waterway in
Europe and at the same time a natural way to develop industry, infrastructures, tourism,
communications and culture.

The regional policies of the European Community point out that the time is up to start
concrete and diversified cooperation actions involving all those who bear the



responsibility for protecting the Danube basin, states, regions, local collectivities,
intergovernmental, non-governmental organizations, who only with joint effort can
protect and ensure a sustainable development of this area.

At the same time we all acknowledge that the Carpathian Danube zone is underutilized in
point of supporting its sustainable development.

The countries in the Carpathian Danube zone traverse a difficult stage of change and
reform in all respects with a view to diminishing the gap separating them from the
developed countries and to becoming integrated in the specific structures of the
democratic and civilized countries. Collaboration between the countries in the region and
at the same time with the European Union, the efficient use of its experience and its
support can contribute to speeding up the sustainable development process, to
diminishing poverty and improving the quality of life, an essential prerequisite for
stability in this zone of Europe that is so much torn with social tension and conflicts.

In our opinion, the target of the current Summit should be to turn the Carpathian
Danube region into a major economic factor in the United Europe. The Danube can
be the transportation spine of the pan-European system and a factor in
economically bringing the huge western potential closer to the huge market of the
East, that counts hundreds of millions of people.

Of course, indispensable conditions for attaining this goal are the continuation of
political stabilization in the countries of the zone and speeding up their economic
development.

The role we, the governments, must play is to imagine and implement coherent policies
for attaining this goal.

We need to work out transportation policies in general, and by this I mean the
exploitation of the potential of the Danube ports as multi-purpose transport centers, the
development of an integrated information system, initiatives for building combined river-
railway terminals.

We need policies to capitalize on the tourist potential of the Carpathian Danube area,
causing “regional attractions” emerge, the quality of the tourist services to grow and
generating facilities for leisure boating.

We need policies to favor investment in the zone and the expansion of the small and
medium-sized enterprises.



I must say it that the consistent proposals we have seen coming from the Romanian
businesspeople in point of developing the Carpathian Danube region show there is an
interest on the part of the business community and I believe this interest is not manifest in
this country alone.

In order to achieve all these we shall have to strengthen our cooperation both on a
bilateral basis and within

the regional and European organizations. Romania supports the activities of the
International Commission for Protecting the Danube River as well as those for working
out a plan regarding the administration of the river’s basin.

Likewise, we support the Hombach initiative under the Pact of Stability in point of
calling a Danube Conference to work out a comprehensive integrated vision for
developing and turning the river ecologic, to highlight The Danube as a vital
communications artery in Europe and a vector for sustainable development.

Dear participants,

I believe that our meeting today, together with that of the heads of state and the forum of
business people will become a reference point in our joint effort to open a new path to the
Carpathian Danube reservoir, for the benefit of a sustainable development of all of our
states.
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