
April 30, 2001
The Bucharest Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development

in the Carpathian and Danube Region Concludes

Under the high auspices of His Excellency Ion Iliescu, President of Romania and his Royal
Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, President Emeritus of the World Wild Fund (WWF),
on April 30, 2001, the Palace of Parliament in Bucharest, hosted the Summit on Environment and
Sustainable Development in the Carpathian and Danube Region. Albanian President Rexhep
Meidani, President of Bosnia and Herzegovina Zivko Radisic, Bulgarian President Petar Stoianov,
Croatian President Stjepan Mesic, Macedonian President Boris Trajkovski, Moldovan President
Vladimir Voronin, Slovak President Rudolph Schuster, and Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma
attended the high level meeting.

The conference brought together Heads of State, High Representatives, Ministers,
Ambassadors and experts from 14 countries with common environmental and development
concerns. Also present at the Summit were heads and high representatives of regional and global
international organizations, such as: Danuta Hubner, Executive Secretary, UN/ECE, Bodo
Hombach, Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, Seiichi Kondo,
Deputy Secretary General, OCDE, Valeriy Chechelashvili, Secretary General of Black Sea
Economic Cooperation Organization, regional representatives of FAO and UNEP, UNDP and WB
representatives in Bucharest, EU and OSCE representatives. The Romanian official delegation,
headed by the Romanian President, included the Romanian Prime Minister, the leadership of the
Romanian Parliament, ministers of the environment, foreign affairs, agriculture, industry,
presidential advisors.

The participating countries at the Summit adopted by acclamations a joint Declaration,
expressing their support for international and regional co-operation for maintaining and
rehabilitating the natural assets and for improving the state of the environment in the Carpathian
region and the Danube River Basin. The adopted declaration and early results of its implementation
will be presented to the Rio+10 United Nations Conference in Johannesburg in 2002.

The special economic and social importance of the Danube River as a major European River
with multiple uses and functions, as well as its ecological significance and its value as a natural habitat
for numerous wildlife species was underlined by the participants.

The efforts to protect, maintain and sustainably manage the natural resources of the Carpathian
Mountains and Danube River Basin cannot be achieved by one country alone and require regional co-
operation. Cooperation on environment and sustainable development will assist the efforts towards
stability and peace in the region.

The participants commended the activities for developing new intergovernmental regional
instruments for conservation and sustainable development in the Carpathian region, paying special
attention to the celebration of the UN International Year of the Mountains in 2002 as well as to the
Ministerial Conference Environment for Europe, to take place in Kyiv in 2003.

The participants expressed their support for the efforts of the International Commission for the
Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR) aimed at drafting a River Basin Management Plan in
accordance with the EU – Water Framework Directive. They also emphasized the need to mobilize
financial resources for environment and sustainable development projects and programmes in the



Carpathian and Danube region and to use the existing mechanisms for this purpose, in particular EU
funds and the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

The importance of government, civil society and private sector partnership was pointed out by
the Business and NGO Forum, which took place at the same time with the proceedings of the Summit,
and by the Conference of the Ministers of the Environment on April 29.

The presence at the Summit of the regional Heads of State and High Representatives gave the
opportunity for important bilateral meeting of national and regional relevance.
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