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Mr. President of Romania,
Your Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
Distinguished Heads of States,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted and honored to greet you on behalf of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Let me
express our special appreciation to our host, the President of Romania, for organization of this
meeting. It has been organized in the moment of the opening new ways of cooperation and
towards the establishment of permanent stability within the Danube-Carpathian Region. That
would certainly contribute to further promotion of the overall cooperation, manage of our
natural resources, environmental protection and the promotion of the global development.

I would sincerely like to thank the Chairman of the Summit, His Royal Highness,
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.

This meeting is being held at the moment of the important changes in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the region, thus opening new ways and perspectives of cooperation.

The democratic changes in Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the establishment of
the full diplomatic relations between our two countries, represents not only the realistic
beginning of complete normalization of the relationships in the region, but also the promotion
of the regional and cross-border cooperation in the sphere of environment protection and
sustainable development of the Carpathian Region and the Danube River basin.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bosnia and Herzegovina attaches a special importance to this Summit. The using of the
Danube, as the most important transportation link in the South-East Europe, represents
necessary and key element of the economic development of the entire region. This primarily
means the renewal of the river traffic, as the important precondition for the economic
development, the establishment and keeping of the balance in the surrounding and protection
of the environment. The strong integration processes in Europe will provide for protection and
better management of natural resources and existing capacities, for the well being of the local
population and further development of the entire region and Europe.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is committed to develop good neighboring relationships and
cooperation with all the countries of the region and the world, based on the sovereignty,



territorial integrity and equality, basic human rights and freedoms, and the principles and
standards of the international law.

Geopolitical, historical and economic reasons strongly call for Bosnia and Herzegovina
to connect with the Danube Region. Through the Brcko Port Bosnia and Herzegovina includes
into the river traffic toward Europe.

It is of a special importance for us the cleansing of the Danube and the Sava river beds,
as well as the reconstruction of the destroyed bridges. In that regard, we welcome the idea of
organizing the General Conference on Danube, in the framework of the Stability Pact for
South-East Europe, in order to urgently revitalize and the establishing of the river navigation.

This is an opportunity, to reconfirm and affirm our gratitude for being accepted into the
Danube Commission, firstly as the observers, and later on to the full membership. We expect a
full support from the Summit participants.

Mr. Chairman,

I would like to take this opportunity, to inform you, that Bosnia and Herzegovina has
been working on the full implementation of the General Framework Peace Agreement,
European Union Guidelines for Bosnia and Herzegovina Road Map, and the recommendations
by the Consultative Working Group of the EU for Bosnia and Herzegovina (CTF). We are
aware that any further delay would be contrary both to the interest of the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and our partners in the implementation of the Dayton Agreement.

The great challenges and the opportunities are in front us, in further strengthening of
the democratic institutions, tollerance and understanding between constitutive peoples and
citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as the conditions for the overall economic and social
development. We confirm our r~iness to the implementation of the complete reforms (political,
legal, economic and social ones), which will enable our faster approach to the European and
the worlds integrations.

In the context of the stren~i~ning cooperation in the region, Bosnia and Herzegovina
expects from the admission to the European integration and joining the constructive
relationships with the European Union. The admittance to the Council of Europe would
represent an important encouragement to the democratic processes in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
It would also have a positive reflection on the stabilisation and promotion of the overall
relations and cooperation in this part of Europe. We expect from the Summit participants
support to our intentions, and would like to express our gratitude in advance.

Mr. Chairman,

We could not look to the future with optimism, without the sustainable economic
development and joint efforts to protect the human environment. We welcome planned holding
of the Business NGOs Forum of the Danube-Carpathian Region, which would certainly open
new initiatives. We support the cooperation in the presentation and exchange of the opinions of
the business world and the governmental institutions, development of the
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financial sector, sharing information as well as the promotion of the common and individual
projects in the countries of the Region.

We would like to express our readiness to participate in the actions and programs on
environment protection and natural resources, and the production of helathy food as there are
all natural preconditions for that.

The economic reconstruction and the development of the S out-east Europe largely
depends on the use of the Danube as a navigable river which links Western Europe with the
Black Sea Region. Therefore, we consider the regional cooperation between the countries in
the Danube-Carpathian Region, as the best recommendation to the development of the
partnership and approaching to the European Union.

I wish you every success in your work, peace and prosperous future,

Thank You!


