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Mr. Chairman,
His Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Due to the international character of this meeting I would like to focus
on the examples of transboundary cooperation facilitating the
sustainable development and environment protection of the
Carpathian region.

The Carpathian Mountains along the borders of Poland with the
Slovak Republic and Ukraine contain some of the least disturbed
ecosystems in Central Europe. The transboundary cooperation on
nature conservation began in 1924 with the idea of establishing
bilateral Polish/Czechoslovak Nature Park in Pieniny Mountains,
implemented in 1932; thus creating the first European transboundary
protected area.

Afterwards the three above countries have all taken steps to
conserve the ecosystems of the Carpathians establishing 17 national
(6 in Poland) and numerous landscape parks (12 in Poland) as well
as nature or biosphere reserves. In 1994 the Polish Government
signed agreements on cooperation in environment protection with



the governments of the Slovak Republic and Ukraine, therefore
providing a legal basis for the activities of the joint working groups
established.

Moreover, the Ministers of Environment of the three countries have
signed an agreement on cooperation in establishing a joint Biosphere
Reserve in 1991. As a result of this effort UNESCO designated (under
the Man and Biosphere Program) Polish - Slovak bilateral biosphere
reserve in November 1992; the Ukrainian part joined it in October 1998
to form the first trilateral Biosphere Reserve “the East Carpathians”. The
reserve covers the area of 2,132 square kilometers and encompasses
three national parks and three landscape parks in Poland, the Slovak
Republic and Ukraine.

(In September 1998 Bieszczady National Park in Poland and Poloniny
National Park in Slovakia were awarded “the European Diploma” by the
Council of Europe, distinguishing well-managed protected areas of
outstanding natural values).

ln December 1992 the three Ministries entered an agreement
concerning implementation of the joint Forest Biodiversity Conservation
Programme in the Eastern Carpathians, followed by the Minutes of
Understanding with the potential donors, signed in Washington D.C in
September 1993. As a result, in order to support joint activities within
the reserve a nonprofit Organization - the Foundation for the Eastern
Carpathians Biodiversity Conservation has been established from
the donations of the MacArthur Foundation (USA) and World Bank
Global Environmental Facility (GEF). The foundation has been
registered in Switzerland in 1995 with the representative office
established in Poland in 2000.
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The priority joint actions supported by the foundation are, in general:

• joint management,

• natural and historical heritage conservation,

• research,

• sustainable tourism and education,

• local inhabitants involvement and sustainable development,

• co-operation with non-governmental organizations.

The foundation became also a forum in which the stakeholders from the
three countries can meet and discuss management issues and current
or planned conservation measures.
The proposal for a new trilateral agreement on co-operation within
the reserve to be again signed by the Ministers has already been
prepared.

A new initiative born in 1999 that may foster the sustainable use of
natural resources and development of the region is called “the Green
Carpathians”. We are happy to note that the Slovak side has already
supported this particular initiative, as the success would again require
transboundary co-operation. The new approach based on strategic
functional land-use planning provides a new opportunity for the
peripherally located and underdeveloped regions of the two countries
involved, facing similar challenges. The target areas concerned have
never been industrialized; forestry combined with small-scale agriculture
(using traditional land-use patterns) was always the predominant
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occupational profile of the local inhabitants. Unique natural and cultural
values of the Carpathians determine the potential for ecologically and
culturally sustainable development based on environmentally friendly
tourism. The scope of this program requires co-operation of the
governmental institutions on central and regional level, self-
governments of regional and local levels as well as non-governmental
organisations. We see this concept as open for other Carpathian
countries as a model of regional initiative complementary to measures
for e.g. ecological safety and conservation of the cultural heritage
undertaken within the European Union.

Both nature and history binds the three neighboring nations facilitating
co-operation over the borders. This is why we note with pleasure the
support of the Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine for
the proposed “Carpathian Convention” that could become a tool for
the implementation of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape
Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS) in our countries. The proposal was initially
raised by the Polish side in June 1997 and further extended at the
“Green Backbone of Europe” Conference held in Krakow in early 1998.
Therefore I would like to pledge the support of the Polish Government
for the preparation of this proposal for the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).


