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Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor and pleasure for me to address this Summit on behalf of Klaus Toepfer, Executive
Director of UNEP. We commend the Romanian Government for this important initiative. Dr.
Toepfer regrets he cannot be here and sends you his best greetings for a successful Summit.

UNEP has been established to ask attention for and to help countries address global environmental
problems. In carrying out this mandate, UNEP increasingly relies on its regional offices. They act
as UNEP’ s eyes and ears in the region, and see to it that the work programme is delivered
effectively and the demands of countries in the region are met within the resources available.

In the European region, UNEP focuses on promoting policy exchange on issues of global concern,
assessing the state of environment, implementing multilateral environmental agreements,
providing legal and institutional assistance, and addressing environmental emergencies.

Yesterday, the Executive Secretary of the ECE, Ms. D. Hubner, informed the Summit of our joint
work in preparation of Rio+10 and provided an overview of our findings on the state of the
European environment. UNEP Balkans Task Force Chairman P. Haavisto reported on important
work, which UNEP has been undertaking in addressing the environmental consequences of the
conflict in the Balkans. Both undertakings address issues, which have been and will remain on the
agenda of regional cooperation in the Danube-Carpathian region for some time to come.

End of February 2000, UNEP in cooperation with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs at the request of the Governments in the region, carried out a rapid assessment of
environmental consequences caused by a cyanide spill into Carpathian rivers following a mining
accident in Baja Mare, Romania. Based on its recommendations, in cooperation with the World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Regional Environmental Center (REC), a popular version
of the report in the local languages was disseminated and a feasibility study on Integrated River
Basin Management of Carpathian river basins was prepared. As a further follows up, UNEP and
the International Council on Metals and the Environment are now developing a voluntary global
industry Code for managing cyanide in the gold industry. The Code, which aims at improving
both environmental and human safety, is expected to be ready by the end of this year. The issue of
prevention of industrial accidents will remain an important cornerstone on UNEP’S agenda.

Our Romanian host and others have stressed that the protection and management of the Carpathian
environment would benefit from strengthened cooperation in the region. UNEP applauds the
initiative by the government of the Ukraine to promote the preparation of a framework convention
for the protection of the Carpathian mountain ecosystem. We have been asked to assist and are
consulting the Carpathian Region Governments, in order to better identify the type and content of
the instrument required. The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe as well as the
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) are important partners in this process. The activity will
contribute both to the United Nations International Year of the Mountains, in 2002 and to the
Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” in Kiev, Ukraine 2003.
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Nutrient effluent control and reduction has become an important element in river management
policies and practices. In cooperation with the International Commission for the Protection of the
Danube River (ICPDR), we prepared a study on how to adapt the international legal framework
for the Danube River to the need to reduce eutrophication of the Danube and Black Sea and of
pollution by nutrients. UNEP recommended the development of a river basin management
programme for the Danube river basin, compatible with the requirements of the recent European
Union Water Framework Directive. The matter is under consideration in the ICPDR.

In the framework of the international programme for the reduction of pollution by nutrients of the
Black Sea, UNEP was requested to assist Black Sea countries with the design of a nutrient related
Protocol to the Black Sea Convention, in the context of the Global Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities. Currently, such a Protocol is
under consideration by the Black Sea countries.

UNEP is also providing assistance to the region in the framework of its Biodiversity Service, set
up jointly with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the Regional
Environmental Center (REC) and the European Center for Nature Conservation (ECNC). The
Service is entirely demand driven and provides information and expertise to Central and Eastern
European countries to help them implement their national biodiversity strategies in the context of
the CBD. Based on this experience, in cooperation with the REC, IUCN, ECE and others, we are
actively exploring the possibility of a systematic approach towards assisting countries in the
region in implementing other Multilateral Environmental Agreements.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

UNEP is convinced that adequate protection and sound management of the Carpathian
environment are an essential condition for sustainable development of both the mountain areas
and the lowlands, which in many ways depend on them. With our partners, we stand ready to
assist in implementing the outcome of this important Summit in whatever way we can.

Thank you for your attention.


