
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT-STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE OF THE
COOPERATION FOR THE INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT IN THE
DANUBE BASIN

Mr. Prime Minister,
Mr. Ministers,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Water is an essential element both for life existence and for social and economic
development of the humanity. The water existence and abundance has determined ,
during the time, the world economic and social geography, the watercourses being
assimilated as real routes for the human beings development . At the global level is
well known that the freshwater resource availability vary wide according with the
geographical position and the natural conditions together with the human activities
affect its quality and quantity.

In the world, from more than 200 major water systems, over 50% are located on the
territory of more than 3 states, these major courses providing water supply for more
than 40% from the world population. Among these, Danube River, with a river basin
which covers surfaces located on the 15 countries’ territory, is the most shared
watercourse in the world. Running in Europe from west to east , Danube is gathering
its waters upon a surface exceeding 817,000 square Km and discharge them into the
Black Sea through the Danube Delta.

Within this river basin, the water represent both an aquatic ecosystem of great
importance and raw source for the social and economic development, being used for a
great number of uses, from navigation and water supply until the hydropower and
recreation. In order to serve such a wide variety of human activities and needs, a large
number of dams, dykes, locks and other waterworks have been built, including 40
major reservoirs located on the main stream of the river.

The intensive agriculture (having the soil only as support base), aggressive
industrialization and urbanization have had and have a significant impact on the water
quality and implicitly on the biodiversity and the degree of meeting water supply
needs.

It is well known the Europe environment, under the influence of the human activities
has been and is continuously in change. A part of these activities have had and still
have social and economic development models damaging or neglecting the
environment.
But their impact has endangered both the environment and the possibilities of
economic and social activities support and development, which lead to important
damages for the public health, living standards and human development in general.
Having in view this situation, a reconciliation between the need of further social and
economic development  and water quality and quantity protection is essential and is
the only way for increase of water quality. In this respect is necessary the promotion
of the sustainable development in which the development process should  integrate



economic growth, life quality improvement, healthcare, education, social
development and a natural environment “at least good”.

The Danube “ecological heart of Europe” represent a resource, a life environment but
also a transport vector from the spring to discharge of “all our sins” bigger or smaller,
materialized in a single laconic word “pollution”.

This situation call for a change in the approach for the development of this region so
that to reach not only a short term development based on water resources over
exploitation but to provide for the future generations the possibilities to enjoy and to
benefit by this gift of the nature which is the Danube River, and this should be the
base and the objective of the integrated water management in this river basin.

Taking into consideration the environment features, its complexity and multiple links,
which are not limited by the states administrative borders, lead to the result that a
solution on sustainable base for the Danube River water management, must has the
sustainable development as a strategic objective. This objective can not be achieved
without an active cooperation between the countries which should allow the
correlation of the actions undertaken at the European level, technology exchange, and
not only this.

The achieving of this objective was the main target of the Bucharest Declaration
followed by the Convention on cooperation for the protection and sustainable use of
the Danube River and other bilateral conventions concluded in this field.
The base principle of the cooperation on the essential water management problems
should be to undertake all technical, administrative and legal measures in order to
improve or at least to maintain quality conditions of the Danube River waters and of
the whole basin.

I was speaking earlier about "all our sins" which, does not matter if we want or not,
the Danube will carry and reach Black Sea through Danube Delta. It is obvious that
the works and measures carried out in Danube basin have a major impact on the
marine environment quality, situation which call for an active cooperation between
Danubian and Black Sea countries.

The Convention for the protection of the Black Sea against pollution, signed in 1992
in Bucharest, represent the framework for the cooperation of the Black Sea riparian
states and integrate to a large extent the sustainable development principles in
achieving of some activities concerning biodiversity and sea water quality, coastal
zone management, development of a system for intervention in case of accidental
pollution, etc. activities which are tackled in the “Program concerning Black Sea
water quality and biodiversity conservation” signed by all riparian countries and
financed by Global Environment Facility (GEF).

The framework of these two conventions, supplemented with other agreements at
which each country is Part, could and is necessary to determine the agreement and
achievement of a realist program intended to assure a significant improvement for the
waters belonging to the Danube River Basin and Black Sea region.



The measures from this program will have to take into account the changes occurred
in social and economic situation, for the last 40 years, and should create the
conditions for a viable reconstruction of the natural environment. This program will
impose a reconsideration of the existing development strategies and will involve a
careful review of the cost-benefit ration both for economic and social aspects and
ecological rehabilitation, because, whatever are our whishes, the “restoration” is only
in very small extent possible.

In order to achieve the aim of a sound environment, the program has to be based on an
efficient, clear and honest communication, without any other hidden interests, the
only one interest being the promotion, in partnership, of the “sustainable
development” principle. Therefore, the communication is of essential importance for
the achievement of a sustainable future.

Is not less true that the achievement of such a measures program will demand
important financial resources which are not available, at present, for a part of the
countries from Danube River basin. In this situation a great importance will be placed
on the international assistance programs. These programs have a certain tradition in
this region of Europe but, unfortunately, a part of them have been stopped at the
documentation phase. It is well known the case of the project supported by GEF
concerning “Danube Pollution Reduction Programme”, which although represent a
very important document for the achievement of the joint solutions and measures, has
not succeed to provide the necessary financial support after the study phase was
completed. At the same time, we consider that the future assistance programmes,
which we hope that will be launched in the Danube River Basin and Black Sea region,
will include also a concrete part by which a certain problem to be solved or to
demonstrate the way of solving a certain problem.

We consider that the future assistance must be focused on solution and not on
problems. Many of technical solutions for the “environment crises” are available but
the challenge is to put them in practice.

We change the legislation and methodologies,  elaborate programmes and projects,
find out and make inventory for the problems and fall into the sin to forget that
“useful experiences” are a powerful motivation for the change and improvement of
the environment.

The improvement of the Danube waters quality, for all its tributaries, the achievement
of the “good ecological status” will lead to a clean environment both for human
beings and the living creatures of the ecosystem.

The technical problems are simple ones in the most of cases, difficult is to reach an
agreement concerning the priority and, especially, the successfully implementation of
the financing programmes and we consider that, in this field, “partnerships” can and
must have an essential role.

Taking into account the complexity of the problems generated by the necessity to
rehabilitate the aquatic environment in the Danube River Basin and the achievement
of the sustainable development for the countries from this region it is clear necessary
an integrated approach at the basin level.



In this respect, we consider that the recently adopted Water Framework Directive is
the most important instrument in order to achieve this objective. Despite of the fact
that this Directive is covered under “Water quality protection” chapter, by its content
introduce and an ecological approach and solving solution for the water management
problems. In order to reach a “good ecological status” is practically necessary the
achievement both investments for the reduction of human activities impact  and a
reconsideration of the carried out of the works on water or in connection with water in
order to assure the necessary conditions for natural habitats rehabilitation or, at least,
an improvement of these habitats, at the same with the better living conditions for the
peoples from the Danube basin.

I think that, Water Framework Directive covers all the necessary measures in order to
reach the “sustainable development” objective in European part of the Danube River,
including basin ecological aspects and, at the same time,  giving the possibility for a
better cohabitation between peoples and environment, impartially and advantageous
for both parties.

Accompanied by very pragmatic programmes (ISPA, SAPARD, etc) which provide
the  financial means for supporting practically each provision , the challenge to
achievement  the measures provided in the Water Framework Directive has an
optimistic way of solving.

If we want that such measures to have the expected result  on the Danube River Basin
and particularly on marine environment, it is compulsory that the approach of the
Water Framework Directive to be done at the entire Danube River Basin and not on
sub-basins.

The approach of any “experiences” on sub-basins, without the completion of all joint
methodological tools, will not be able to provide a separate consensus and success and
can lead, in some situation, to a wrong solutions, waste of financial and human
resources with damages to the ensemble.

We have a saying “Because of the trees we have not seen the forest”. The solutions
which are valid at the particular, small scale, can meet local demands, but can not
achieve the general success and consensus for  “better environment”

“Danube is the most beautiful river of Europe” and must be protected by new
mistakes
“Just after the last tree will be fell”
“Just after the last river will poisoned”
“Just after the last fish will be caught”
 “Just then you will realize that the money can not be eaten”

The prophecy of the Cree Indians illustrate very significant the necessity for a
sustainable development in the Blue Danube Basin.

Thank you very much for your attention.


