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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND UNDP’S ROLE IN THE REGION

As all of us are aware, the last decades have been characterized by dramatic technological and
social changes, on a global scale. Although these changes have brought new challenges, they
have also brought new opportunities, which, I believe, will permit us to better protect our
environment and thus achieve sustainable development.

The main problem, at the global level, is that the consumption of natural resources is rapidly
increasing, and outpacing the availability of resources, such as water, fossil fuel and forests. In
order to solve this problem and thus achieve a shi51from unsustainable to sustainable
development, it is crucial to improve our understanding of the inter-connections between rapid
population growth, lack of food security and degradation of the environment.

An additional problem is that the intensive use of fossil fuels has already created substantial
growth in global emissions of greenhouse gases, a factor of global warming. For this, we need
to urgently identify more environmentally friendly energy resources.

In response to this concern, UNDP has developed partnerships with the Global Environmental
Facility (GEF) for energy efficiency improvement, in line with the Kyoto Protocol and with the
United Nations Framework Convention of Climate Change. Pilot interventions, to demonstrate
the global benefits of energy efficiency measures, are currently under implementation in
Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Macedonia, Romania, and Ukraine. New
energy efficiency programmes are also being developed in Hungary, Poland and the Slovak
Republic.

The protection of biodiversity is yet another area of concern for UNDP. Our efforts, in this
regard, concentrate on preventing irreversible degradation, so that the global natural heritage is
preserved for the benefit of present and future generations. In this context, UNDP and GEF are
currently supporting the Danube-Carpathian countries to develop innovative interventions in
the areas of biodiversity, natural resource conservation, and protection of international waters.
Efforts are already underway. Equally, new initiatives are being developed to assist these
countries to address issues such as sustainable forest management, promotion of
environmentally sound agriculture, preservation of wetlands, and management and protection
of rivers. I should emphasize that UNDP is following and fully supportive of such regional
initiatives, including, for example, the Carpathian Eco-regional Planning Initiative and the
landmark declaration by Romania, Moldova, Ukraine, and Bulgaria in order to conserve over



900,000 hectares of wetlands in the Lower Danube Green Corridor.
UNDP is also assisting countries in this region to formulate National and Local Environmental
Action Plans and, at the regional level, to facilitate inter-country coordination, based on
recommendations made by the regional UNDP/GEF initiatives for the Danube River Basin and
the Black Sea.

Additionally, UNDP is promoting Agenda 21, the global action plan for sustainable
development, adopted at the UN Conference on Environment and Development, through its
Capacity 21 Programme. Examples of this are the National and Local Agenda 21 processes,
currently underway in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Moldova, Romania and Slovakia.

At the regional level, our programme on “Strategic Environmental Assessment” (SEA) is used
as a tool for mainstreaming environmental issues into good governance processes. This
initiative is the programme on “Capacity Development for SEA” run by the Regional
Environmental Center, in collaboration with the Commission for Europe.

UNDP is also one of the four implementing agencies (with UNEP, UNIDO and the World
Bank) for the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal Protocol (to protect the ozone layer).

I should end by stating that our particular approach, as UNDP, has been to strengthen local
capacities, and both to increase public awareness and participation, as well as to build
partnerships with all parties, whether Governments, NGOs or private sector.

We are all in this together. It is, therefore, seemly and appropriate that the governments and
different organizations from the region have today come together, to share their development
experiences and lessons learned and to agree on co-ordinate future actions. To be honest, I find
it most encouraging that Governments are now accepting the need to further integrate
environmental concerns in their development policies, programmes, and strategies, at both
national and regional levels. This, I believe, will permit them to better solve the problems they
face, and consequently to leave a better world than that which we inherited. This, indeed, is
what we have wanted all along and what we really need.




