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I believe that all of us will acknowledge that water and sustainable

development are inextricably linked. As a consequence of this, we can

firmly state that development can simply not take place in the absence of

adequate water resources, and of a good management of such water

resources. We can even state that water resources are essential for

human life.

However, notwithstanding these needs, at present, nearly forty percent of

the world’s population, lack access to water. As a consequence of this, 3

to 4 million people, most of them children, die every year of water-related

diseases. This is a situation which cannot be tolerated, since access to

water is a fundamental human need, and therefore a basic human right.

Furthermore, we should be aware that lack of water not only presents

acute risks to food security and to human health, but also exacerbates

tensions between populations and may lead to conflicts.

UNDP has more than three decades of experience in promoting water-

related programmes and it has made an important contribution through a



variety of interventions at the national, regional and international levels. Its

core funding for water-related activities has actually exceeded US$ 1

billion and we have leveraged more than two times this amount in local

financial, in-kind and human contributions. However, the world’s needs

concerning water resources are enormous, and we therefore need to

focus our efforts on a prioritized set of actions, so that our limited financial

resources can have the greatest possible leverage. I should also mention

that in implementing our projects, we have also benefited from the

expertise of other UN agencies, such as UNEP, FAO, WHO, OCHA, ILO,

UNESCO and UNOPS.

Also to be mentioned is that UNDP, as one of the three implementing

agencies of the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), together with UNEP

and the World Bank, has assisted programme countries to access GEF

resources. As you are aware, one of the four areas addressed by GEF is

international waters, with an emphasis on assisting countries to better

understand the environmental problems of trans-boundary waters and to

work collaboratively to address them.

In this regard, an example of regional cooperation was that of the

UNDP/GEF funded Danube River Basin Pollution Reduction Programme.

The project brought together 13 countries to coordinate national strategies

consistent with the Danube Strategic Action Plan and the Danube Water

Quality Model. By creating public awareness, promoting coordination,

information exchange and cooperation on trans-boundary water pollution



issues, the Danube project, together with the UNDP/GEF Black Sea

Environment Programme, leveraged national, regional and international

efforts to address sustainable water resources management on a basin-

wide scale. The Danube project developed a portfolio of 421 priority

pollution reduction investments, produced regional standardization, and

strengthened cooperation amongst countries and groups. The main

achievements are the increased awareness and the cooperation between

governments, agencies, private sector and civil society.

Interventions in water-related fields are, by their inherent nature, cross-

sectoral, and need integrated approaches. There is, therefore, a need to

collaboratively address international aspects of trans-boundary

watercourses, whether these relate to biodiversity, land degradation,

pollution, or flood threats. Recent history reminds us that preventing the

pollution of shared waterways is a regional and global responsibility, which

requires coordinated strategies and policies to prevent harmful effects.

The disastrous flooding in the Tisza river basin, which occurred earlier this

year, has again highlighted the need for an integrated ecosystem

management. It is true that UNDP reacted to the floods by providing

immediate assistance, which was released in direct consultation with the

respective governments. However, this is not enough to address a

recurrent phenomenon and we should look to reach synergies for

implementing coordinated, long-term solutions. In this sense, UNDP’s

Regional Bureau is currently undertaking an analysis of the possible



common strategies for Hungary, Romania and Ukraine to reduce the risk

of floods.

The above examples convincingly demonstrate the need for a close

cooperation between the countries in the Danube River Basin to address

the problems related to water resources management. Since these

countries share water resources, they also share the problems and

concerns on how to better manage these resources and prevent natural

and man-made disasters. It is, therefore, with great hopes and

expectations that we joined this Summit. UNDP strongly and actively

supports cross-border cooperation on water resources management, and

I firmly believe that, only by joining forces, will we be able to effectively

address such issues.

However, let me again remind you of the sad reality, namely that even

today, clean water is a luxury that remains out of the reach for many

people. It is clear, therefore, that water, its sanitation, and its equitable

distribution, pose a great challenge for this new century. But it is our duty,

and obligation, to rise to this challenge. If we do not do this, we will be

leaving to our children a worse world than that we inherited rather than a

better world, which is what all of us want.


