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MEMORANDUM INTERN

R e
Citre: Domnul Mihai Unghianu, secretar general adjunct al Camerei D atilor

Tema: Conferinta internationald cu tema ,JRolul deciziei politice a parlamentelor in dezvoltarea
Societatii Informatiei”, Roma, 3-4 martie 2007

Prin memorandumul intern 58/2/115 din 31 ianuarie a.c., Biroul Permanent al Camerei
Deputatilor, a aprobat participarea la conferinta internationala cu tema “Rolul deciziei politice a

parlamentelor in dezvoltarea Societatii Informatiei” ce va avea loc la Roma, in perioada 3-4
martie a.c.

Biroul Permanent l-a desemnat pe domnul deputat Varujan Pambuccian, lider al Grupului
parlamentar al minoritatilor si participe la aceastd conferinta.

Organizatorii suportd cheltuielile de cazare.

Actiunea are caracter parlamentar conform art.3, lit.a din HBP nr.1/2003.

Propunem:

- si se aprobe participarea domnului deputat Varujan Pambuccian la aceastd reuniune;
- deplasarea sa se efectueze cu avionul pe ruta Bucuresti-Roma-Bucuresti, cu plecare in
data de 2 martie a.c., orele 9.15, zbor RO 403 si intoarcere in data de 5 martie a.c., orele
14.25 , zbor RO 404;
_ <4 se acorde drepturi de diurnd categoria a II-a, 100%, pentru 3
avans de 50% cu decontare ulterioara;
- recalcularea cheltuielilor si se efectueze la intoarcerea in tard pe baza documentelor
justificative.
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Parlamentul Roméniei
Camera Deputatilor

------------

Biroului permanent al
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. DIRECTIA DE RELATII CU ADUNARI SI ORGANISME PARLAMENTARE INTERNATIONALE
Nr. 58/2/115 31 ianuarie 2007

MEMORANDUM INTERN

Ciitre: domnul Mihai Unghianu, secretar general adjunct al Camerei Deputatilor, 301 200

Tema: Conferinta internationald cu tema _Rolul deciziei politice a parlamentelor in
dezvoltarea Societitii Informaiei” (Roma, 3-4 martie 2007)

Camera Deputatilor din Italia organizeazi la Roma, in perioada 3-4 martie 2007, conferinfa
internationald cu tema ,Rolul deciziei politice a parlamentelor in dezvoltarea Societdtii Informatiei”.

Departamentul Natiunilor Unite pentru afaceri economice si sociale $i Uniunea
Interparlamentard vor furniza sprijin tehnic substantial in organizarea conferinfei prin intermediul
Centrului Global pentru Tehnologiile Comunicatiei i Informatiei din cadrul Parlamentului italian.

Scopul principal al acestui eveniment constd in adunarea informatiilor si elementelor pe baza
carora presedinfia conferintei si poati stabili un set de recomandiri asupra modului in care adundrile
nationale §i regionale pot sa contribuie in mod concret si eficient la implementarea efectivad a
Societatii Informatiei, addugénd o dimensiune parlamentard esentiala. Conferinfa va furniza o
platforma pentru dialogul global interparlamentar legat de o serie de elemente critice.

Organizatorii au adresat invitatia de participare pregedintelui Camerei Deputatilor a
Parlamentului Romaéniei, pregedintelui Senatului, precum si unei delegatii nationale formate din
maximum doi parlamentari (un deputat §i un senator), cu respectarea egalititii de gen si a
reprezentdrii politice. Termenul limitd pentru inregistrarea participantilor la conferinti este 12
februarie 2007.

Conferinta se va desfasura pe parcursul a doua zile, in cadrul unor sesiuni plenare centrate pe
teme propuse din persﬁectivé atét institutionald, cat si politica.

Organizatorii suportd cheltuielile de cazare pentru cei doi presedinti ai Camerei Deputatilor si
Senatului §i pentru 0 delegatie parlamentard formata doi membri (un deputat si un senator).

Propunem ca la conferin{d si participe presedintele Camerei Deputatilor sau un
reprezentant al acestuia, care sii fie insotit de un deputat desemnat de Biroul Permanent, in
cooperare cu Senatul, cu respectarea egalititii de gen si a reprezentirii politice, in

conformitate cu ceringele impuse de organizatori.



Traducere neoficiala

Global Centre— ICT Parliament

24 ianuarie 2007

Excelentd,

Avem plicerea sa va aducem la cunostinti organizarea de citre Camera Deputafilor a Parlamentului
Italiei a conferintei internationale cu tema ,,Rolul deciziei politice a parlamentelor in dezvoltarea Societdfii
Informatiei”. Conferinfa se va desfisura in Sala Plenului a Camerei Deputatilor din Roma, in perioada 3-4
martie 2007.

Departamentul Nafiunilor Unite pentru afaceri economice si sociale i Uniunea Interparlamentara vor
furniza sprijin tehnic substantial in organizarea conferintei prin intermediul Centrului Global pentru
Tehnologiile Comunicatiei si Informatiei din cadrul Parlamentului.

Scopul principal al acestui eveniment constd in adunarea informatiilor §i elementelor pe baza cérora
presedintia conferintei s& poati stabili un set de recomandéri asupra modului In care adundrile nationale §i
regionale pot si contribuie in mod concret si eficient la implementarea efectiva a Societitii Informatiei,
addugand o dimensiune parlamentara esenfiala. Conferinta va furniza o platforma pentru dialogul global
interparlamentar legat de 0 serie de elemente critice.

Noi considerdm ci aceastd conferinfd este un pas important in pregitirea Summit-ului Mondial asupra
Societatii Informatiei si © contributie importanta adusd activitafilor Centrului Global pentru Tehnologiile
Comunicatiei §i Informatiei, propus pentru infiinfare in noiembrie 2005, in Tunis, de citre Departamentul .
Natiunilor Unite pentru afaceri economice §i sociale impreuna cu Uniunea Interparlamentard.

Luand in considerare cele prezentate mai sus, avem onoarea de a va invita si luafi parte la acest
eveniment §i si desemnati o delegatie nationala formata din maximum doi parlamentari, cu respectarea
egalitatii de gen si a reprezentdrii politice, pentru a participa la conferintd. Un memorandum privind acest
eveniment §i un ghid organizatoric sunt atagate prezentei invitatii, in vederea furnizarii informatiilor necesare.

Ar fi foarte mult apreciati confirmarea prezentei dumneavoastré si participarea delegatiei parlamentare
a tarii dumneavoastrd pana la data de 12 februarie 2007, prin trimiterea formularelor de participare anexate,
secretariatului conferintei: fax: +39-06-68211960; e-mail: conference@ictparliament.org.

Sperim, in mod sincer, ci aceasti conferinfd internafionald cu tema ,.Rolul deciziei politice a

parlamentelor in dezvoltarea Societatii Informatiei”, va avea de céstigat prin prezenta delegafiei institufiei pe
care o conduceti §i, de asemenea, agteptam cu neribdare raspunsul dumneavoastra.

Fausto Bertinotti Jose Antonio Ocampo Pier Ferdinando Casini
Presedinte Secretar General Adjunct Presedinte
Camera Deputafilor Natiunile Unite Uniunea Interparlamentara

Italia



Conferinta Internationala

Rolul deciziei politice a parlamentelor in dezvoltarea Societifii
Informatiei

3-4 martie 2007
Palazzo Montecitorio
Camera Deputatilor
Roma, Italia

Memorandum

Premize

Ca institutii care exercitd functiile de control, luare a deciziilor si legislativa,
parlamentele pot avea un rol important in promovarea §i stabilirea cadrului de lucru
pentru dezvoltarea comprehensivi si durabila a politicilor TIC, a e-strategiilor nafionale
si in stimularea unui mediu politic care si contribuie la dezvoltarea Societzfii
Informationale. In realizarea unor astfel de obiective, parlamentele, ca institufii care
reprezinti o diversitate de circumscriptii §i comunitafi, pot, in mod efectiv, s3 apere
mostenirea culturald, diversitatea lingvistica, identitatea si bunastarea locala.

Totusi, responsabilitatea constitutionald a parlamentelor, in aceast privin{d, poate
varia de la tara la tard. De aceea, este important sd se creeze un spatiu de dialog, in care
pot fi impartasite experientele si diferitele puncte de vedere de importanfd specifica
legislaturilor, care se ocupd recent de astfel de probleme.

Evenimentul se inscrie in procesul gradual de realizare a unei Societ#ti
Informationale echitabile si cuprinzitoare, aga cum s-a subliniat in concluziile Summit-
ului Mondial asupra Societifii Informatiei §i are ca scop sa atraga atentia asupra rolului
institufional al parlamentelor, in cadrul acestui proces, si asupra oportunitifilor de
cooperare internationald in acest domeniu.

Obiective

Scopul principal al acestui eveniment constd in adunarea informatillor si
elementelor pe baza cirora presedinia conferinei si poati stabili un set de recomandari
asupra modului in care adunrile nafionale si regionale pot sé contribuie in mod concret si
eficient la implementarea efectivd a Societitii Informatiei, addugand o dimensiune
parlamentard esentiali. Conferinta va furniza o platformd pentru dialogul global
interparlamentar legat de o serie de elemente critice.



Acordand o atenfie speciald cooperirii §i parteneriatului interparlamentar nord-
sud si sud-sud, discutiile se vor orienta, in principal, asupra urmatoarelor subiecte:

a) Rolul crucial al parlamentelor de catalizatori politici pentru promovarea Unor
strategii consistente menite si directioneze tehnologiile informationale 51 de
comunicare spre obiective de dezvoltare sociala si economica.

b) Instrumentele legislative care pot sd sporeasca interventiile publice §i private
pentru dezvoltarea TIC si a Societatii Informationale si, In acelasi timp, sd asigure
o protectie adecvata a noilor drepturi emergente.

¢) Impactul noilor tehnologii asupra reprezentirii politice, a imputernicirii
cetatenilor si asupra participarii la viafa publica. '

d) Mecanismele institutionale nationale incluzind elementele publice si private, care
joacd un rol esential in promovarea utilizarii TIC.

Pe parcursul conferinei se va pune accentul asupra chestiunilor convergente cum
ar fi: diversitatea culturala, multilingvismul, bunstarea locald, grupuri vulnerabile si
populatia béstinasa.

Structura conferingei

Conferinta se va desfisura pe parcursul a doud zile, in cadrul unor sesiuni plenare
centrate pe teme propuse din perspectiva atat institutionald, cat §i politica.

Primele trei sesiuni vor aborda chestiuni generale menite sd genereze un impact
politic consistent. Din discutiile purtate in cadrul acestor sesiuni vor deriva subiectele
principale ale conferinei.

a) Decizia Politica §i Societatea Informationald

Aceasti sesiune isi propune si se concentreze asupra rolului institufional, politic
si legislativ al parlamentului $i asupra capacitatii de a genera o decizie politici, de a
promova elementele care stau la baza dezvoltirii Societifii Informationale, asa cum
este prevazut in recomandarile finale formulate in cadrul Summit-ului Mondial asupra
Societafii Informatiei. In mod particular, in cadrul sesiunii se va incerca si se
analizeze functia de catalizator i importanta adunrilor parlamentare, care pot atrage
elemente strategice diferite, in vederea credrii consensului asupra unui punct de
vedere comun, precum §i capacitatea adundrilor parlamentare de a implica executivul
in strategii pe termen lung, care vizeaza Societatea Informationals, tindnd cont de
includerea tuturor grupurilor sociale i de conservarea diversitatii culturale. inacelasi
timp, sesiunea va lua in considerare: chestiunile emergente globale, cum ar fi noile
modalitati de participare, de angajare politica si de reprezentare a cetifenilor; noile
cerinte de realizare a unor garantii constitutionale si legale, care sa actioneze ca un
factor de echilibrare a puterii crescute a tehnologiilor; si, in sens mai larg, provocarea
realizarii unor noi instrumente legale care si functioneze in contextul evolutiei
Societitii Informationale.



b) Cooperarea internationald, democrafia si Societatea Informationala

Comumitatea internationald depune eforturi in vederea controlirii beneficiilor
globalizarii §i a evitirii marginalizirii, actorilor slabi din punct de vedere economic
din societatea globald. Adoptarea noilor tehnologii si dezvoltarea Societafii
Informationale, in mod special, in tarile in curs de dezvoltare, au devenit actiuni
necesare pentru statele care vor si limiteze diferentele interne si exteme §i sa
sporeasca sansele populatiei si dezvoltarea umani. Aceastd sesiune intenfioneazd sa
abordeze problematicile menfionate mai sus prin analizarea modului in care
mecanismele imbunatiite de coordonare a cooperarii internationale si noile forme de
parteneriat, la care se adaugi angajamentele proactive ale institutiilor parlamentare,
pot s limiteze, in mod eficient, cresterea finantarilor §i sa exploateze cunostintele si
expertiza deja existentd.

c) Eficienfa arhitecturilor institutionale pentru guvernarea Societatii Informationale

Diferitele mecanisme nafionale care ghideazi implementarea Societatii
Informationale, in special in domeniile: e-guvernare, e-educatie, dezvoltarii
cunogtintelor IT si invagimantului la distanta prin intzrmediul canalelor de
televiziune, vor fi analizate in cadrul acestei sesiuni, pentru a infelege rolul
organismelor publice si private in acest domeniu, precum si pentru a sublinia modul
‘n care specificul fiecarei tari §i societdti influenfeazd arhitecturile instituiilor
nationale i eficienta acestora. De asemenea, functiile corpului legislativ vor fi cu
atentie analizate din perspectiva institutionald si legislativa pentru a identifica cea mai
buna cale prin care parlamentul se poate implica activ in acest domeniu.

Celelalte patru sesiuni ale conferinfei intenfioneaza si dezvolte declaratiile
presedintiei prin concentrarea asupra domeniilor relevante §i punctuale in care
legislativul poate juca un rol important.

d) Impactul Societdfii Informatiei asupra economiei

Noile tehnologii, schimbdrile organizafionale, fluxurile informationale si de
comunicatie, infrastructurile TI, alituri de alte elemente, pot si accelereze dezvoltarea
si sa aibd un impact pozitiv asupra parametrilor economici ai tarilor. Totusi, este
posibil sa fie necesara ghidarea strategicd a acestui proces transformational, din punct
de vedere institutional si politic, pentru a asigura beneficii echitabile i durabile in
toate segmentele si sectoarele societitii. Aceastd sesiune va incerca sd aduca in
atentia audientei experientele si practicile tarilor aflate in diferite stadii de dezvoltare
si, in acelasi timp, sa identifice responsabilititile parlamentelor in accelerarea acestui

proces, cu un accent sporit pe investitii, competitie §i reforme de armonizare.

e) Protectia drepturilor §i Societatea Informatiei

Dezvoltarea Societitii Informatiei la nivel national si global, a ridicat noi intrebari
privind drepturile individuale si colective i, de multe ori, a adus in discutie cadrele
legislative si institufionale care, pe de o parte, sunt vazute ca o limitare a libertatii, in
timp ce, pe de alti parte, sunt considerate o garantie a respectdrii drepturilor
constitutionale esentiale (intimitate, identitate etc.). O abordare vastd, precum este
cazul Forumului de Guvernare prin Internet, ar putea fi necesara in vederea asigurarii

unei reprezentiri depline a tuturor actorilor care exprimi ingrijoriri. Aceastd sesiune



isi propune sd identifice diferite pozitii si experiente referitoare la aceste problematici
si si sublinieze rolul politic si de decizie al parlamentului in protejarea drepturilor
civile si sociale ale cetatenilor, in special, cele legate de culturd, traditii, diversitate si
identitate.

f) Construirea increderii §i siguranei

Provocidrile informatiei i un management competitiv, organizarea informatiilor,
interactiunea transculturald si evolutia rapidd a instrumentelor de comunicafie ar
putea avea drept rezultat dezorientarea cetdtenilor in ceea ce priveste increderea si
siguranta, afectdnd exploatarea eficientd a potentialului Societétii Informationale. Prin
puterea pe care o incorporeaza, integrarea profunda a noilor tehnologii in societitile
modeme, determini vulnerabilitatea in faa noilor pericole, precum amenintarea
ciberneticd, atacurile cibernetice si fraudele cibernetice. Astfel, institutiile publice
sunt chemate si reactioneze in fafa acestor noi provocéri prin intelegerea nevoilor si
prioritatilor circumscriptiilor §i, cand este necesar, prin gisirea unor ci de recistigare
a increderii. Aceasti sesiune va incerca s acorde atentie modul in care parlamentele
pot si joace un rol proactiv referitor la problematicile prezentate mai sus, de
asemenead, prin promovarea si dezvoltarea unui cadru legislativ comprehensiv in
domeniul cibernetic si si determine agteptarile cetitenilor.

g) Stabilirea prioritdfilor in cadrul Societdtii Informationale

Constréangeile sociale si economice specifice diferitelor tiri, incluzind nivelul de
dezvoltare i resursele, cadrul legislativ existent, traditiile $i mogtenirile culturale,
descori au un impact asupra alegerilor publice si politice in ceea ce priveste
promovarea Societatii Informatiei, accentudnd importana deciziilor luate de
organismele guvernamentale. Experientele si bunele practici trebuie vor fi impartasgite
in aceastd sectiune pentru a ajuta participantii sa infeleaga modul in care strategiile si
politicile referitoare la Societatea Informationald pot fi promovate prin abordari
multiple §i construirea unui consens care si reflecte prioritifile si obiectivele
imediate, in acelasi timp, asigurdnd conservarea identitatii sociale si culturale la toate
nivelele societatii.

Fiecare din conferinfele prezentate mai sus vor fi prezidate de catre un
reprezentant de marca politic si/sau institutional §i vor include 4-5 interventii la nivel
inalt. Cand va fi posibil, se va aloca timp pentru intrebari §i rispunsuri.

Sesiunile informative preliminare vor fi tinute inaintea deschiderii oficiale a
conferintei §i vor fi organizate pentru a stabili etapele si a pregéti discutiile din cadrul
conferinei.

Participanti

La acest eveniment sunt asteptati peste patru sute de participanti din tari
dezvoltate si in curs de dezvoltare, incluzdnd purtitori de cuvéant §i presedinfi de

parlamente, parlamentari, functionari parlamentari, experti, reprezentanti ai organizatiilor



internafionale si ai societafii civile, oameni de afaceri si reprezentanti ai mediului
academic.

Limbi de lucru
Limbile de lucru folosite in cadrul lucrarilor conferinei vor fi engleza si franceza.
Parteneri

Camera Deputatilor din Italia este organizatorul conferinei, care va fi gizduita in
Sala Plenului.-

Adresa web site-ului conferintei este: www.camera.it/ictpconference.

Departamentul Natiunilor Unite pentru afaceri economice §i sociale si Uniunea
Interparlamentard vor furniza sprijin tehnic substantiai in organizarea conferintei prin
intermediul Centrului Global pentru Tehnologiile Comunicatiei §i Informatiei din cadrul
Parlamentului (www.ictparliament.org).
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Excellency,

We have the pleasure to inform you that the Chamber of Deputies of Italy is organizing the Internationsl
Conference ““The policymaking role of Parliaments in the development of the Information Society”. The
Conference, hosted by the Chamber of Deputies in its Assembly Hall, will take place on 3 and 4 March 2007
in Rome.

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs #nd the Inter-Parliamentery Union are
providing substantive and technical inputs to the Canference through thc Global Centre for ICT in Parlisment.

The main purpose of the event is to gather inputs and elements for a Conference Presidency’s summary
containing a set of recommendations on how national and rcgional assemblies can best address and concrctely
contribute to the effective implementation of the Information Society, adding a key perliamentary dimension
16 it. The Conference will do so by providing a platform for a global inter-perliementary dialogue on a range
of eritical issues.

We see the Conference as in important step towards the implementation of the World Surnmit on the
Informarion Society outcome and a crucial contribution to the aetivities of the Global Centre for Information
and Communication Technologics in Parliament, launched in November 2005 in Tumis by the United Netions
Department of Eeonornic &nd Social Affairs with the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Against this background, it is our privilege to invite you to attcnd this event and to nominate a country
delegation of up to two members of patisment, with due consideration for gender bulance and political
Tepresentation, to participate in the Conference. An side mémoire on the event and organizational guidelines
are enclosed for ease of information.

Tt would be much appreciated if your office could confirm your presence and the participation of your country
delegation by 12 February 2007 by sending the attached registration form to the Secretariat of the
Conference: fax: +39-06-68211960; e-mail: conference@ictparliament.org.

We sincercly hope that the International Conference “The policymaking role of Parliaments in the

development of the Tnformation Society” will be enriched by the prescnce of your institution’s delegation and
Jook forward to an carly reply.

Fiusto Bertinotti José Antonio Ocampo Pier Ferdinando Casioi
President Under-Secretary-General President
Charmmber of Deputies of Italy United Nations 7 Inter-Parliamentary Unian
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Pages included the cover: 9

FROM: CAMERA DEI DEPUTATI — ITALIA
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE ICT CONFERENCE

TO: Bogdan Olteanu
Presidente
Camera Deputatilor
Romania

If received incomplete or garbled please contact by telephone the
following number:

e-mail: conference @ictparliament.org



International Conference

The policymaking role ef Parliaments
in the developinent of the Information Society

3-4 March 2007
Palazzo Montecitorio
Chamber of Deputies

Rome, Italy

AIDE MEMOIRE
Background

Ag institutions that excrcise oversight, policymaking and legislative functions, Parliaments
can play a critical role in promoting enabling frameworks for the development of comprchensive
and sustainable ICT policies and nziional e-strategies and in fostering a political environment
conducive to the development of the Information Socicty. In doing so, Parliaments, a4 institutions
representing & varicty of constituencies end commumitics, can effectively safeguard cultural
heritage, linguistic diversity, identity and local content. '

Nonethelcss, Parliaments’ constitutional responsibility in this regard may vary from country
to country. It is therefore important to provide for & space for dialogue, where experiences and
different perspectives of particular relevence to legislatures that have recently started to address
these issues can be shared.

The cvent is being convened as part of thc gradual process of moving towards the
establishment of an equitable and inclusive Information Socicty, as outlined in the World Summit
on the Information Society (WSIS) outcomne, and intends to draw the aftention on the
Perliarncnts’ institutional role in this process and on the opportunities for international
coopcraﬁuninthism

Objectives

The overall objective of the event is to gather inputs and elements for a Conference
Presidency’s summary containing a set of recommendations on how national end regionel
assemblies can best address and concretcly contribute to the effective implementation of the
Inforroation Society, adding & key parlismentary dimension to it. The Conference will do so by
providing 2 platform for a global intcr-parliamentary dialogue on a range of critical issues.

By paying special attention to north-south and south-gouth inter-parliamentary cooperation
and partnership, the discussions will mainly focus on:

a) The crucial role of Parliaments as political catalysts for the promotion of consistent
strategies aimed at directing informetion and communication technologies towerds sociel
and cconomic development goals. '

b) Legislative instruments that can both enhance public and private interventions for the
development of ICT and the Information Society, and ensure adequate protection of new

and cmerging rights.

¢) The impact of ncw technologies on political representation and citizens’ empowerment
eand participation in public life.



d) Nab'?nal institutional mechanisms, including public and private bodies, which play 8 key
role in promoting the use of ICT. :

Tl?roughout. !:hc co_nfercnce, emphasis will be given to crosscutting issues such as cultural
diversity, multilingualization, local content development, vulnerable groups end indigenous
people.

Format of the Conference

The two-day conference will be organizcd around plenary sessions focusing on themes to be
addresscd from both the institutiona] and societal perspectives.

The first th{ce scssions will tackle general issues aimed at generating broader policy impact.
From these sessions should stem the gencral outline of the Conference Presidency’s summary.

a) Policymaking and the Information Society

This session intends to focus on the institutional, politicz] and legislative role of Parliament,
and its policymaking capacity, to promote the building blocks around which the Information
Socicty can prasper, &5 envisaged in the WSIS final recommendations. In particular, it will
try to analyze the catalytic and essential function of parliamentary assemnblics, which can
sttract different strategic clements in order to creatc consensus around a unified political
view, as well a5 their capability to engage the executive over an Information Society long-
term strategy while including all social groups end preserving cultural diversity. The session
should also consider: global emerging issues such as nmcw modalities for citizens'
participation and for political engagement end representation; emerging needs for the
establishment of constitutional and legal guarantecs acting as appropriate balancing of
increasing power of technologies; and, more gencrally, the challenge for new legel
instruments called for by the evolution of the Information Society. '

b) International cooperation, democracy and the Information Society

Many efforts arc being made by the international community to harness the benefits of
globalization and avoid the marginalization of weak economics from the global society. The
adoption of new technologies and the development of the information society, particularly in
developing nations, have become necessery actions for countries that want to narrow
domestic and external divides and expand peoples’ opportunitics and human development.
This session intends to address the above issues by looking at how improved coordination
mechanisms of international cooperation and new forms of partnership, emriched by the
proactive cngagement of parliamentary institutions, can more cffectively leverage funding
increascs and exploit available knowledge and expertise.

¢) Effectiveness of institutional architectures for governing the Information Society

Diffcrent national mechanisms guiding the implementation of the Information Society, with
perticular attention placed on e-government, c-education, IT skills development and TLCs
issucs, will be analyzed in this session to understand the role of public and private bodies in
this field, as well as ta highlight how country and socicty specificities can impact on national
institutional architectures and their effectivencss. Legislatures’ fimctions will also be
scrutimized from an institutional and legislative perspective to identify the best way for
parliament to actively engage in this domain.

The remaining four sessions intend to cmrich the Presidency’s declaration, by focusing on
relevant and punctual topics on which legislaturcs can play an important role.



d) The impact of the Information Society on the economy

New technologics, organizational changes, information and conmmmication flows, IT
infrastructures, among others, can acceleratc development and positively impact on a
country’s economy parameters. However, it may be necessary to strategically guide this
transformational process from a political and institutional point of view to ensure cquitable
and sustainable benefits to all segments and sectors of the socicty. This session will try to
bring to the audience’s attention experiences and practices of countries at different paces of

- development and, at the same time, to pinpoint Parliaments’ responsibilities in' fostering such
a process, with particular focus on investments, competition end regulatory reforms.

e) Protection of rights and the hiformation Society

The dcvelopment of the Information Socicty at the national and global levels has raised new
questions regarding individual and collective rights, and often calls for legislative and
institutional frameworks which may, on one hand, be perceived as a imitation to freedom;
while, on the other, be the guarantee for safcguarding essential constitutional rights (i.e.
privacy, identity, etc.). A mulsi-stakeholdor approach, es in the case of the Intemnct
Govemance Forum, might be needed to ensure a full represcntation of the various actors
voicing concerns. This scssion intends to identify different positions and experiences on these
issucs and to highlight the political and policymaking role of Parliament in the protection of
citizens’ civil and social rights, with particular attention to culture, traditions, diversity and
identity.

f) Building confidence and security

Challenges of information and content management, knowledge organization, transcultursl
interaction end the rapid evolution of the communication instruments might result in citizens’
disorientation in terms of confidence and security, preventing the full explaitation of the
Information Society potential. While represcnting their smength, the profound integration of
new technologies into modern societies also makes them vulnerable to ncw dangers such as
cyber-threats, cyber-sttacks and cyber thefts. Public institutions are thercfore called to
address these new challenges by understanding their constituencies’ needs and priorities and
by finding ways of restoring trust when needed. This session will try to consider how
Parlisments can play a proactive role in addressing thes¢ issues, also by promoting and
developing comprehensive legislation on cyberspace, and what could be expected by them
from a citizen perspective.

g) Setting priorities within the Information Society

Countries’ social and economic constraints, including levels of dcveloprnent and resources,
existing legislative frameworks, traditions] legacies and cultural heritage, etc. often impact on
public and political choices concerning the promotion of the Information Society, calling on
goveming bodies’ decisions for priaritization. Experiences imd best practices should be
shared in this session to help participants understand how Information Society strategies and
policies can be promoted through multi-stakeholder approaches and consensus building to
reflect immediate goals and priorities, while, at the same time, cnsuring the protection of the
social and cultural identity of all scgments of the society.

Each the above sessiops will bc chaired by 2 prominent political and/or institutions]
entative end feature four to five high-level discussants. When possible, time will be
allocated for Q&A.

Preliminary informative sessions, to be held before the official opening of the conference,
will be organizcd to set the stage end prepare for the conference discussions.



Participants
More \:han 400 participants from developing and developed countries are ecxpected to
participate in this event, inchiding Speakcrs and Presidents of Perliament, Members of

Parliamnent, parlisments’ officials, high-level experts, and prominent representatives of
international orgenizations, the civil society, businesses and academnia.

Languages
The working languages of the Confercnce will be English and French.
Partners

The Chamber of Deputies of Italy is the organizcr of the internetional Conference, which will
be hosted i its Assembly Hall.

A web site of the Conference is aveilable at www camerg.itfictpeonference.

The United Nations Department*of Economic and Social Affairs and the Tnter-Patliamentary
Union are providing substantive and techmical inputs to the Conference through the Global

Centre for JCT in Parliament (www.igtparlisment.org).
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ORGANIZATIONAL GUIDELINES

Organizers

The Chamber of Deputies of Italy is the orgamizer of the Intermational Conference “The
policymalding role of Parliaments in the development of the Information Society™

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Inter-Parlismentary
Union are providing substantive and techuical inputs to the Conference throngh the Global Centre
for Information and Communication Technologies in Parliament.

Venue, registration and accreditation
The Conference will take place in the Assembly Hall or Hemicycle of the Chamber of Deputies .
of Italy, located ar Piazza Montecitorio in the heart of the city centre.

Participants must confirm in advance their attendance by sending the attached form by 12
February 2007.

Accreditation (badges and documentation) will take place at the hotels in the evening preceding
the conference or at the conference venue starting at 8:30 a.m.

Invitations .
Letters of invitation were sent to national and regional assemblies, international organizations,

instintions and centres of excellence. It is expected that around 400 participants will gather in
Rome to take part in this event.

Accommodation

The Chamber of Deputies of Ialy will pay for accommodation in selected hotels (up to three
nights) to Speakers/Presidents heading their delegation and to up to two members of parlisment
per country.

Details on the accommodation will be sent to participants after the pre-registration.

Extra hotel charges (such as phove calls, etc.) will not be covered by the organizers.



Visa
Participants requiring visa to enter Jtaly should obtain it through the Jtalian Consulate or Embassy

in their country of residence. Requests for visa should be made well in advance to allow issuance
time,

Transportaﬁon

The Charaber of Deputics of Italy will provide transportation from the hotels to the conference
venue in the moming of 3 and 4 March and from the conference venue to the hotels in the
afternoon of 3 and 4 March.

Transportation from the airport to the hotels will pot be ;ﬁ.—uvided. To reach the city centre and the
hotels fromm the Leonardo da Vinci (Fiumicino) airport or Cianipino airport, please consult the
following website in English and Italian http://www.adr.it.

Languages and interpretation facilities

The working languages of the Conference are English and French and interpretation will be
provided by the organizer accordingly.

A number of additional booths will be made available to interpreters accompanying delegations
which need interpretation in their own Janguages. However, due to space limitation, requests have
to be sent by 12 February to the Conference Secretariat and booths will be allocated on a first
come first served basis.

Web site 2and documentation

The Charaber of Deputies of Jtaly established a conference web site at the following address:
www.camera.itfictpconference. The conference agenda and all related documents will be posted
on the web site for consultation.

Contact information

The Secretariat is provided by the Chamber of Deputies of Italy with the support of the Global
Centre for ICT in Parliament.

For inforniation on substantive and technical matters:
Global Centre for ICT in Parliament

tel . (+39) 06 68136320 ext. 210

fax: (+39) 06 68211960

e-mail: conference@ictparliament.org

For information regarding accommodation:
Tel: (+39) 06 6798864

e-mail: aurata@carlsonwagonlit it
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REGISTRATION FORM

COUNTRY
CHAMBER

Function Family name First name
A ccompanying persons:

Function Family name First name
Fax Telephone E-mail
Date and time of arrival Flight
Date and time of departure Flight

PLEASE SEND THE REGISTRATION FORM TO:
FAX NUMBER: +39.06.68211960
OR
E-MAIL: conference@ictparliament.org

We would like to remind you that the deadline for your confirmation to participate is
no later than February 12° 2007.

o For information on substamtive and technical matters, please do not hesitare 1o contect the Global
Centre for ICT in Parliament:
phone: +39-06-681 36 320 ext. 210
fax: +39-06-682 10 256
e-mail: co ] ! ;
«  For information regarding accommodation:
phone: +39-06-6798864
e-mail: aarata@ carlsonmagonlit.i




