T S R R S R

A P R 0 B AT Parlamentul Romaniei

Camera | ati
afient al a Deputatilor

B.P. Nr. % ......... din 5/%7@}

Vo aeend.
! e Mo

O ' 3109 2007

Parlamentul Roméaniei
Camera Deputatilor

DIRECTIA GENERALA AFACERI EXTERNE
Nr.58/2/ (£5p 31 august 2007
MEMORANDUM INTERN

Catre: Mihai Unghianu, secretar general adjunct al Camerei Deputatilor

Tema: Participarea la conferinta parlamentara a Organizatiei Globale a
Parlamentarilor impotriva Coruptiei (GOPAC)
Tirana, Albania, 3- 5 octombrie 2007

in perioada 3-5 octombrie 2007, la Tirana, Albania, va avea loc
conferinta parlamentara a organizatiei GOPAC.,

Reuniunea este organizata de Parlamentul Republicii Albania in
vederea crearii unei filiale pentru sud-estul Europei a Organizatiei
Globale a Parlamentarilor impotriva coruptiei (GOPAC).

Prin crearea unei filiale a GOPAC la nivel regional, parlamentarii
din regiune vor beneficia de o bazd solidd de dezvoltare si
implementare a cunostintelor si a initiativelor.

GOPAC este o organizatie parlamentara mondiald cu autonomie
regionald ai cérui membri sunt angajati in procesul de combatere a
coruptiei prin cresterea eficientei parlamentelor in elaborarea legislatiei
specifice.

inca de la infiintare, din anul 2002, GOPAC s-a extins rapid in
intreaga lume, organizatia fiind reprezentata in prezent de aproximativ
80 de tari.

Termenul limitd de inregistrare a participantilor comunicat de
citre organizatori este 15 septembrie 2007.

Actiunea are caracter parlamentar conform art.3 lit.c din
HBP nr.5/2007.



R R

Propunem:

Red. D.R.G

Comisia juridica, de disciplina si imunitati sa desemneze
2 parlamentari care sa participe la aceasta actiune,
urmand ca secretariatul actiunii s fie asigurat de un
specialist din cadrul Directiei generale afaceri externe.

Director,

i escu
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Stimata doamna director,
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28 august 2007

V4 aducem la cunostintd ca Parlamentul Republicii Albania va organiza, in perioada

3.5 octombrie 2007, la Tirana, ©
pentru sud-estul Europei a
(GOPAC).

VA transmitem, anexat,
despre GOPAC, cu rugamintea de a comunica

conferinta parlamentara in vederea crearii unei filiale
Organizatiei Globale a Parlamentarilor impotriva Coruptiei

copia invitatiei, programul reuniunii, precum §i informatii
Ministerului Afacerilor Externe si

Ambasadei Romaniei la Tirana, pana la 15 septembrie 2007. componenta delegatiei

parlamentare romane care va participa la reuniune.

Va rog sa primiti, doamna director, asigurarea consideratiei mele.

Director

Doamnei director Nadia lonescu

Directia Relatii cu Aduniri gi Organisme Parlamentare Internationale

Camera Deputatilor

Aleea Alexandru nr31, Sector 1, Bucuregti, Tel: 021-319.21.08, 021

o-mail mael@mae.ro

:319.21.25, Fax: 021-319.68.62
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GOPAC Conl'erenr.e South East Europe
Tirana, Albania — September 2007

The purpose of the conference is to bring together parliamentarians from countries in South East
Curope to create a rugional chapter of the Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against

Corruption (GOPAC).
———

Establishing a regional chapter of GOPAC will provide parliamentarians in the region with a
solid, global, base of support for developing knowledge and implementing zmti—corruprion
initiatives. Parliamentarians will benefit from participating in a global organization, which
provides: a) peer support b) opportunities for developing knowledge and skills; and ¢) political
leadership and mechanisms throngh which to develop coalitions to implement both regional and
global anti-corruption agendas. Participaling parliamentarians will subsequently be oqmpped 1o
create national chapters of GOPAC in their respective countries.

The Parliament of Albania has graciously accepted to host the proposed conference.

Conference date: 3r to 5™ October, 2007
Expeeted participants: 60-80 parliamentarians from the following parliaments: Albania, Serbia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia

(TBC) and Croalia,
Venue: Parliamentary Precinct, Tirana, Albania

Pro me

Monday, October 3

Opening Reception Evening

Welcoring Address

Hon. Joxefina Coba Topalli, Speaker of the Parliament of Albania
John G. Williams MP, Chair of GOPAC
Representative from funding agency (USAID)

Tuesday, October 4

L lntroduction: Setting the Stage

9:00am. - 10: 15 amn. Participatory Democracy and Improved Governance: the Road
to Controlling Corruption

Speaker ]
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’ Speaker 2
Discussion
10:15 am. — 10:30 am. Break

10:30 am. — 12:00 p.m. Corruption: a Detriment to Prosperity

Speaker ] The Economic Effects of corruption
Speaker 2 Corruption and National Security

Discussion
12:00 p.m. — 1:30 p.m. LUNCH
TT. Parliaments and the Fight Against Corruption — the Role of the Parliamentarian
I:130pm.-3:30pm.  GOPAC’s Mission
Defining Accountability
GOPAC Overview
John G. Williams, Chair GOPAC .
Edith Mastenbrock, Chair, GOPAC-Eurape
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Break
TII. Regional Engagement

3:45p.m.-5:.00 p.m.  Discussion and vote on “Will to Establish a South East Europe
Chapter of GOPAC'™

Circulation of Constitution
Wednesday, October 5

9:00 am. - 10:30 a.m.  Adoption qf Constitution
Election of Board of Directors and Executive Body

10:30 am. ~ 11:00 am. Break

11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Building a Work plan
Global Task Forces
Regional Chapter development and Coordination
Creating a National Chapters

1:00 pm. - Exccutive meeting of SEUPAC
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Dear Hon. Speaker,

1t fg with the utmost pleavure that we extend an invitation for a delegation of membuors
from your perllament 10 aftend a regional conference of the Global Orgenization of
Parliameots Against Corruption (GOPAC) to be held in the Parliament of Albania in
Tirana from 3" t0 35U Octaber, 2007. The conference is the joint isitiative of the
Parltament ol Albania {Nationa) Security Commitiee) and GOPAC.

This prectiese event will being topetber parliamentarians from varlous parliaments in
South East Lurope, who share the common objective of combating cormuption, o
establish the consensus to advance anti-cocruption sgenda both regionally and globally.
This will cngage: partiamentarians in the region to become leaders (n the fight against
corruption with the desired utcome of establishing a regional chapter of GOPAC,

GOPAC was founded in 2002 at a global conference hosted by the Parliament of Canada:
Since 2002, GUPAC hes expanded rapidly and is now represented in close to 301
countries around the world, Membership is continues to grow and GOPAC is gaining
recognition as a democratic voice, promoting parlismentaty oversight as one of the
fundamental wcapons in the fight against corruption.

QOPA( Fies a clear mission & reduce conuption by improving the effectivencss of
parfiaments as democratic jnatitutions of oversight of covenment. To accomplish this
missing, GOPAC activities supported by three pillars:

3. . Peer support for pariiomensarian, In many pans of the world, standing up
againsi comuption is 8 challenging and sometimes perilous task for 4
parliamenturian to undertake. Memibership in an informed and credible goal
organization of peans provides an additional measure.of security for individuat
narliamentarlans challenging corruption in difficult cinvumstances.

T

2. Educarion for Parliamentarians, We send our young people to universily (o
become Iawyery, doclors, engineers and amccountants, but who {caches
‘parlamentarians how o do their job of overseeing the work of govemment?

" Parliamenmtarians need fo understand their cobslitutional roles, powers,
“guthorities and responsibilities i order to work effectively. Providing access
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i expert organizations, cxperienced colleagues, and waming opportunities arc
kev steps in building effective parliamentary oversight. '

3. Lpadership for results. Parliamentavians need to, be leaders in the fight against
coription. Parliament has' the constitutional airthority and responsibility to
hold ity govérmment peeountable. Parfismentarians have political capacity,

. Sehiok, when combined with the technical capacity of éxpert agencies and key
siockholders can significantly advenced anti corruption nitiatives.

We would geally appreciate your assistancc in .ide'ntiMng 6-10 parliamentarians who
have shéwa 2 strong conimitment 0 the fight against corfuption In choosirig these

cundidates, please keep in mind equitable representation. of women and of both governing
and opposition politicat parties in parliament. v ow :

For mers information about GOPAC und the pmpnsi:d conigrence, please rolor 1o the
anached briefing note und ‘drafl program. Please find alan cnclosed the [omns for

conferénce rugistration and hotel resevvation for those delegates you select to atrend.
We look forwird 10 welcoming o delegation [rom your parlianent 10 this event.

Yours truly

Ha Joba Williams, MP (Canada
Spe: Chair =~ '
Parliamznt of Albuniz . Glbal Organization of

Parliamentarians Aguinst Corruption




i e G R L e e 3 (RSN FLgasEs Y

A

29/08/20087 14:51 3192176 DBVCR PAGE ©6/@9

27/08 2007 14:12 FAX 003554256072 AMBASADA RUMUNE @oos
Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption - GOPAC Page 1 of 2

Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption -

GOPAC

R T L S

www,gopacnetwork.org

Informed parliamentarians working with ofhers to reduce corruption through Improving jegisiation, engaging
. citizens,
and active oversight of government

About GOPAC

The Global Organization Against Corruption (GOPAC) Is an international netwark of parlilamentarians dedicated
to good governance and combating corruption throughout the world. Founded in 2002 at a conference hosted
by the Canadian House of Commens and Senate, GOPAC has over 400 members around the world, organised

into reglonal and national chapters.

What Does GO#AC do?

Incorporated under Canadian law as 8 not-for-profit organization, GOPAC is guided by a global pgard of
Directors selected by regional chapters. The Board’s Executive Committee is chalred by John Williams,
Member of Parilament, Canada. Musikari Kombo (MP, Kenya) and Dr. Naser Al-Sane (MP, Kuwait) are Its Vice

Chalrs.

In addition to developing reglonal chapters, member information sarvices, and building alliances, GOPAC has
identified 2 number of specific agenda itams for 2002-2006, including: .

» Handbook for parliamentarians on controlling corruption;

A training/orientatien package for parliamentarians on the budgetary and financial avessight role of
parllamentarians;

A code of conduct for parliamentarians;

Indicators of performance for parliamentary oversight;

Parliamentarians with an anti-money laundering agenda; and

Implementing the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).

4« @& & 0

GOPAC focuses on three plilars to bulld an effective organization.
1. Peer Support

Every organization needs to support its members and that Is especially Important for GOPAC and Its regional
chapters. In some parts of the world, legislators are in fear of their lives if they speak out against corruption.
They need to know that thay do not stand alone, there are legisiators who are prepared to speak out with
them and there is strangth in numbers.

2. Education

It is_. beceming increasingly obvious that there is a serious need for education of parliamentarians on what is
their role and responsibilities as parliamentarians. Many parfiamentarians are confused and de not understand
the separate roles' of government and parliament. These are twa distinct institutions with totally different roles

htip://www.paricent.ca/gopac/index_e.php 8/23/2007
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and responsibilities,

In a democracy, @ gevernment has the authority to govern, subject to the approval and oversight of the
parilament, which in turn is accountable to the electorate through fair open transparent and competitive

elections.

There are four fundamental responsibliities of a parliament In the exercise of ovarsight of government.

To debate, modlfy. approve or reject legislation.
To debate, modify, approve or reject autherlty for government to raise revenues through taxation and other

means. ;
To debate, modify, approve or rejact proposed expenditures by government.
Te hold executive accountable for its governance of soclety.,

Far too often, parliamentarians see their roles as supporting the government at any cost If they are a member
of the governing party or opposing the government regardiess of the merits of its proposals when they are in

oppasition.

In a properly functioning democracy, a government is accountable to the parllament as a whole, where the
members bring a divarsity of opinion to the debate but are still required to exereise their considered
judgement on the proposals by government and the performance of government,

3. Clear ohjectives, measurable results

Members of an organization develop stronger affinity ta the organization when they clearly understand what is
expectad of them. Each Chapter of GOPAC Is entitled to Identify and develap its own objectives and be
accountable for the resuvlits.

For example, our Latin American Chapter has chosen to ldentify the progress (or lack theraof) that their
governmants have made in Introducing the legislation necessary to implement the Santiago Convention _
Agalnst Corruption, In the Carfhbean, the new Chapter has recognized the need to improve the effectiveness
of the Public Accoun’s Committees which are Standing Committees of the Legislature focused on
accountabllity.

The Parliamentary Centre and GOPAC

The GOPAC secretariat Is located In the Parllamentary Centre in Ottawa, Canada. It is, however, an
Independent financial entity within the Centre. GOPAC purchases secretariat services from the Parllamentary
Centre as thev are used. Relations between GOPAC and the Parliamentary Centre are described In a
mer:\omndum of understanding. The Executive Secretary of GOPAC, an associate or empioyee of the
Par!namentary Centre, reports diractly to tha Chalr on GOPAC business and is responsible for all resources
assigned to it by COPAC,

GOPAC Website:

www.gopacnetwork.org

http://www.paricent.ca/gopac/index_e.php 8/23/2007
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_Parliaments as Paacebuilders

Parliaments play critical roles In conflict prevention, peacebullding and post-conflict reconstruction.
s to act with efficiency and effectiveness, but it also requires

representation and eccountability: two core functions of parliaments. Parfiaments connect cltizens with the
state and hold governments to account. They are natural places far mediation, where competing points of
view are articulated and where dialogue can bulld consensus. These core functions are essential in mitigating

and resolving canflict.

Peace and security requires executive bodie

Mare and mare emerging democracies are interested in daveloping parllamentary capaclty in the areas of
conflict prevention, peacebuilding and post-confilet raconstruction and the Parllamentary Centre together

with partners arcund the world are responding to this opportunity-

This saction of our website alms to:

« Share Parliamentarv Centre research and writing;
» Deseribe our Inltiatives in this area and what we Bre learning from confiict-affected contexts; &nd

~ Provide ® map to the work of our partners who are engaged |n these areas.

parliamentary Centre Research

The Parliamentary Cantre provides capacity-building support to representative Institutions around the
world, including In countries affacted by conflict.

Re-tooling for New Challenges:. Perliaments as Peace-Ruilders by Hop, David Pratt

' Democratizing_Security for a Safer. Warld Parliaments a5 Peacebullders Rasheed Braman

Parliaments and Securlty Sector Oversight, An Fmeraing. Area for Capacity Development By
Cralg_Kowalik

Other Resources and Further Reading

The United National Development Program (UNDP) and the Interparlilamentary Union (IPU) are
leading A serles of international meetings and have conducted research on strengthening the role of
par!uaments In crisis prevention and recovery. The organizations have produced a report that combines
regional case studles: gmugtqening_tha.Bglg;gf..Padiamgmm_Conﬂlc;gnd Post-conflick Situations.

The Ger_xava Centra for Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) |s a leading organization
conducting r'csearch and praviding support services on security sector oversight. DCAF is author of 8
comprehenswe handbook for parilamentarians on oversight of the sacurity sector: Hanghook on
Perfiamentary Ovarsight of $he Security. Sectar. B

http://www.paricent.ca/peacebuilding/index_e.php 8/23/2007
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"
-

“The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs conducts research and offers capacity-
- building programs in the realm of security sector oversight.

The Warld Bank Institute (WBI) has published a paper on the role of Parliaments ag Peacebuilders. The
publication includes 2 focus on security sector oversight.

Eor more information contact:

Craig Kowalik

kowalc@parl.gc,ca
237-0143, ext 323

http://www.parlcent.ca/peaccbuilding/index_e.php 8/23/2007




