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MEMORANDUM INTERN
Vi

De la: Nadia Ionescu, director Ml
S 62 2w
Citre: domnul Mihai Unghianu, secretar general adjunct al ¢amerei
Deputatilor

Tema: proiectul Memorandumului de Intelegere privind Cooperarea
Interparlamentara in Europa de Sud-Est

in vederea definitivarii mandatului reprezentantilor Parlamentului Romaniei
ce urmeaza a participa la Conferinta presedintilor de parlamente din statele
participante la SEECP, va rugadm sa aveti amabilitatea de a supune atentiei
Birourilor Permanente reunite cu ocazia primei intruniri a acestora, textul
proiectului de Memorandum de Intelegere privind Cooperarea
Interparlamentard in Europa de Sud-Est, in forma sa initiald, insotit de
punctul de vedere exprimat pe marginea sa de Ministerul Afacerilor Externe, si de
propunerea de amendare avansatd de parlamentul elen cu ocazia Intalnirii de
lucru a Coordonatorilor nationali ai parlamentelor asociate in cooperarea
parlamentard in Europa de Sud-Est (Bruxelles in 31 ianuarie a.c.).

Mentiondm cd documentul urmeazd sa fie supus adoptdrii in cadrul
Conferintei presedintilor de parlamente din statele participante la SEECP
preconizatd a avea loc in luna aprilie 2008, la Sofia.

ie@?,
Nadia Ionescu

Redactat: Mario Ruse | 1

Directia Generala Afaceri Externe
Tel: 4141875; Fax: 4141877, e-mail: dropi@cdep.ro
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Stimati doamni secretar general,

In decembrie 2006, Pactul de Stabilitate pentru Europa de Sud-Est a lansat
propunerea de infiintare a unui Secretariat Regional pentru Cooperare Parlamentari in
Europa de Sud-Est, propunere care a obtinut girul politic prin Declaratia Comuni adoptata
cu ocazia celei de a 6-a Conferinte a Presedintilor de Parlamente din cadru] tarilor membre
ale Procesului pentru Cooperare Parlamentari in Europa de Sud-Est (SEECP), de la Zagreb,
din 15-16 aprilie 2007.

In cadrul celor dous intalniri ale Coordonatorilor nationali, din 29 octombrie a.c. $i 26
noiembrie a.c., precum si la reuniunea Mesei de lucru I a Pactul de Stabilitate pentru Europa
de Sud-Est din 3-4 decembrie a.c., a fost discutat un proiect de Memorandum de Intelegere
privind Cooperarea Interparlamentard in Europa de Sud-Est, a cirui ultima forma o
transmitem alaturat.

Vi rugdm si aveti amabilitatea de a Supune atentiei Birourilor Permanente reunite cy

ocazia primei intruniri a acestora, textul acestui proiect care urmeazi a fi Supus aprobdrii si

Alaturat prezentim si punctul de vedere al Ministerului Afacerilor Externe fatd de

acest proiect.
iIgCtor
dffTonesc ‘

Cu deosebita consideratie,
Red: M.R.

Doamnei Georgeta Ionescu
Secretar general
Camera Deputatilor
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Stimats doamna director,

Subliniem ¢& Memorandumul este un document politic, nu con ine obligatii i
pérti gl nu este guvernat de normele de drept intemational public.t. S o peirt

Cu stima,

Doamnei director Nadia lonescu
Directia de Relatii cu Organisme i Aduniri Parlamentare Internationale

Camera Beputatifor

CC: Domnului director lean llje
Directia Relatii Parlamentare Externe
Senat
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Draft, 26 November 2007

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON

INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE

Speakers,

REPRESENTING the Parliaments of the SEECP Participating States on the occasion of
their meeting on ISSUE ... held in PLACE .... on DATE. .

HAVING REGARD to the South East European Cooperation Process (further called
SEECP) Charter on Good Neighbourly Relations, Stability, Security and Cooperation
in South East Europe, signed in Bucharest on 12 October 2000, where Signatory
Countries committed to firmly act in order to transform the region into an area of peace,
security and stability in a spirit of solidarity and cooperation for the benefit of their
countries and people and of Europe as a whole;

RECOGNISING that the future of the South East European countries lies in the
European Union, with membership, as the ultimate goal:

RECALLING the Thessaloniki Agenda of June 2003, concerning the European
perspective of the Western Balkan countries;

EMPHASISING, in this context, the importance of regional cooperation as an integral
component of the European Union’s relation with the region;

BUILDING UPON the political decision taken at the Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe Regional Table meeting held in Sofia on 17 May 2005 to develop a more
regionally owned and led cooperation framework and to enhance the role of the SEECP
in the regional cooperation architecture in South East Europe;

CONVINCED OF the great importance of parliamentary involvement, as an
overarching theme, for the successful development of the Regional Cooperation
Council and in support of the SEECP;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the decisions and conclusions of the 11® Summit
of the SEECP held in Zagreb on 11 May 2007 where the importance of parliamentary
cooperation as an indispensable segment of regional cooperation was stressed;

BUILDING upon the useful and conmstructive experience of interparliamentary
cooperation among SEECP participating states, drawn over the past years through
activities held under the auspices of earlier SEECP Chairmanships;

FULLY AWARE OF the achievements of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europ
through its Parliamentary Cooperation Task Force;
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HAVING taken the decision on the establishment of the Regional Cooperation Council
at the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe Regional Table meeting held in Belgrade
on 30 May 2006 based on its Statute agreed at the Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe Regional Table meeting held in Zagreb on 10 May 2007, as successor to the
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe in the South East Europe region;

RECALLING the streatﬁlining of parliamentary cooperation through the establishment
of a Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation in South Fast Europe as a
regional network for information, coordination and exchange and its unanimous support

as endorsed by SEECP Speakers of Parliament at their Sixth meeting held in Zagreb on
15-17 April 2007;

APPRECIATING the strong political, technical and financial support from the

European Parliament, the Buropean Commission and EU Member States in this
process;

DETERMINED to further enhance parliamentary activities and initiatives between the
South East Europe countries and beyond;

RECALLING the initial Conference of Speakers of Parliament of South East Europe in
Athens in 1997, and bearing in mind the Procedural Framework for Parliamentary
Cooperation unanimously adopted at the Conference in Skopje in 2001, which
envisages regular forms of cooperation among Parliaments in South East Europe;

BEARING IN MIND the importance of the Final Declarations of all previous
Conferences of Speakers of Parliament of the SEECP Participating States;

HAVE AGREED on strengthening and enhancing the commitment of Parliaments
through the signature today of the present Memorandum of Understanding on
Interparliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe as follows:

1. Synergies and cooperation between activities and initiatives in the field of
parliamentary cooperation should be enabled and facilitated in order to reach a high
level of quality, effectiveness and efficiency;

2. The main objectives of interparliamentary cooperation in South East Europe are to:
2.1. Coordinate the efforts of national parliaments in support to the RCC and
SEECP;

2.2. Promote further capacity building and institutional strengthening of South East
Europe countries Parliaments;
2.3. Promote exchange of information, experience and best practices between
national parliaments of the South East Europe countries at all levels (. g. Speakers,
Committees, parliamentary staff);
2.4. Further encourage and assist efforts by Parliaments of South East Europe
countries towards harmonization of their legislation with the acquis communautaire
and other EU and international standards;
2.5. Enhance links with the European Parliament and other _ internatio
parliamentary organizations and initiatives named in Article 4.4; _

2.6. Further reinforce democratic institutions of the South East Europe region;
2.7. Increase citizens’ involvement and ownership of the reform processes;




2.8. Strengthen the cooperation with the non-governmental sector due to its
prominent role in raising the awareness for regional ownership and for the need of
regional cooperation;

and

2.9 Encourage the public and private sectors to propose initiatives and activities
related to their field of interest with regional dimension;

3. National Parliaments are the main actors of interparliamentary cooperation in South
East Europe and will implement the aforementioned objectives through the following
mechanisms: :
3.1. A Conference of the Speakers of the Parliaments of the SEECP Countries is
organized annually. The Conference oversees the coordination of interparliamentary
activities in South East Europe;
3.1.1. The Annual Conference of the SEECP Speakers of Parliament provides
the political guidelines and ensures the strategic coordination and
development of the regional parliamentary cooperation processes;
3.1.2. The Annual Conference is hosted by the SEECP CiO and prepared with
the assistance of the Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation. The
Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation assists the SEECP CiO
% in formulating the policy guidelines of the SEECP annual parliamentary
agenda and provides relevant input to the RCC Secretariat;
3.1.3. The Annual Conference is Chaired by the SEECP CiO Speaker of
Parliament and is open for participation to the Secretary General of the
Regional Cooperation Council as a special guest, as well as to representatives
of the European Parliament and other international organizations and partners
‘as special guests, following the consent of the SEECP Parliaments;
3.2. Ad hoc extraordinary conferences may be organized, following the consent of
the SEECP Parliaments; _
3.3. Sector-specific and topical meetings may be held ad hoc at different levels such
as Speakers of Parliament, Chairs and Members of Committees, Heads of
Delegations to Parliamentary Assemblies, Secretaries General and parliamentary
staff;
3.4. Regular meetings of sub-regional and sub-sectoral Jormats and structures of
parliamentary cooperation, namely the Western Balkans Conference of the
Committees on European Integration/Affairs of the States participating in the
Stabilisation and Association Process (COSAP), the Cetinje Parliamentary Forum,
the South East Europe Women MPs Exchange Project, are an integral part of the
framework for interparliamentary cooperation in South East Europe;
3.5. A rolling, long term meeting calendar of interparliamentary meetings including
as many participants — representatives of the national parliaments as possible, is
made available on the website of the Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary
Cooperation. The calendar is updated by the Secretariat’s team.
There should be a commitment by Signatories to refer their multilateral activities to
the Regional Secretariat so that the latter can act as a coordination and information
centre. ’

4. The Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation in South East Eun e is
hosted, following the decision endorsed at the 6™ SEECP Speakers of Parli
Meeting, by the National Assembly of Bulgaria, in Sofia;
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4.1. The staff of the Secretariat consists of parliamentary experts partly appointed by
the host country, and partly seconded from the region, preferably following the
SEECP Troika rotation principle;
4.1.1. National Parliaments of the South East Europe countries designate
national coordinators to liaise on regular basis with the Regional Secretariat in
timely and productive fashion;
4.2. The Secretariat maintains close operational contacts with the RCC Secretariat,
SEECP Chairmanship in Office, SEECP Troika as well as with the specially
designated national coordinators within the parliaments of the countries from South
Eastern Europe;
4.3. In the light of the European Integration and of the Euro-Atlantic perspectives of
the region and of the key role National Parliamants have, as legislators and highest
representatives of the people, in the reform and integration processes, the Secretariat
maintains a close liaison and cooperation with a number of partners, most notably the
European Parliament, which have expressed their readiness to support future
parliamentary cooperation activities;
4.4. The Secretariat serves also as onme of the focal points of the region for
cooperation with the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, the WEU
Parliamentary Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly of the BSEC, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary Dimension of the CEIL the parliamentary
cooperation within CEFTA and the donors’ community;
4.5. The Secretariat prepares a draft Annual South East Europe Parliamentary
Programme in consultation and close cooperation with the SEECP CiO and Troika,
and with the RCC Secretariat;
The Annual South East Europe Parliamentary Programme presented by the SEECP
CiO is adopted by the Speakers of Parliaments in South East Europe at the Annual
Conference of Speakers of SEECP Parliaments.

The Signatory Parliaments thank the donors’ community, in particular the EU
institutions, for the important assistance it has provided in the past and look forward
to its continued assistance and cooperation in the future.

The Memorandum of Understanding on interparliamentary cooperation in South East
Europe is initialed today, 3 December 2007, in Tirana by the National Parliamentary
Coordinators appointed by the Speakers of the Si gnatory Parliaments.

In the next few months the National Parliamentary Coordinators will work closely
together to build further their cooperation upon this common denominator and
smoothen up any remaining detail in view of the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding by the Speakers of the Signatory Parliaments under the Bulgarian
SEECP Chairmanship in Office in Spring 2008. ‘

INITIALLED in Tirana on 3" December 2007 TE |




While the Assembly of Montenegro is preliminary initialling the Memorandum today, the

validity of its initialling will be officially confirmed in the next few days according to the
necessary legal internal procedures
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Traducere neoficiald

Proiect, 26 noiembrie 2007

Memorandum de intelegere
privind Cooperarea Interparlamentari in Europa de Sud-Est

Presedintii de Parlamente,

REPREZENT[\ND parlamentele statelor participante la Procesul de Cooperare din
Europa de Sud-Est (SEECP), cu ocazia reuniunii acestora pe tema... care a avut loc la...,
in data de...; .

AVAND iN VEDERE Carta privind bunele relatii de vecinitate, stabilitate, securitate si
cooperare in Europa de Sud-Est a Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (numit
in continuare SEECP), semnati la Bucuresti, la data de 12 octombrie 2000, prin care
tarile semnatare s-au angajat sd actioneze ferm pentru a transforma regiunea intr-o zoni a
picii, securitatii si stabilititii, intr-un spirit de solidaritate si cooperare, in beneficiul
statelor, popoarelor si al intregii Europe;

RECUNOSCAND ci viitorul statelor din Europa Sud-Est este legat de Uniunea
Europeand, avind ca obiectiv fundamental obtinerea statutului de membru;

REAMINTIND de Agenda de la Salonic din iunie 2003, cu privire la perspectiva
europeand a tarilor din Balcanii de Vest;

SUBLINIIND, in acest context, importanfa cooperdrii regionale ca parte integranti a
relatiei Uniunii Europene cu aceasti regiune;

PORNIND de la decizia politicd luati in cadrul reuniunii Mesei Regionale a Pactului de
Stabilitate pentru Europa de Sud-Est de la Sofia, din data de 11 mai 2005, de a dezvolta
un cadru de cooperare constituit §i condus mai mult pe plan regional si de a spori rolul
SEECP in structura cooperdrii regionale din Europa de Sud-Est;

CONVINSI de considerabila importanti a implicérii parlamentare, ca temd dominanti, in
dezvoltarea cu succes a Consiliului Cooperirii Regionale (CCR) si in sustinerea SEECP;

AVAND IN VEDERE deciziile si concluziile celui de-al 11-lea Summit al SEECP care a

avut loc la Zagreb, la 11 mai 2007, unde s-a evidentiat importanta cooperarii
parlamentare ca un segment indispensabil cooperirii regionale;

PORNIND de la experienta folositoare §i constructivd a cooperirii interparlamentare
dintre statele participante la SEECP, dobanditd in ultimii ani prin activititi desfisurate
sub auspiciile precedentelor presedintii ale SEECP;




DEPLIN CONSTIENTI de realizirile Pactului de Stabilitate pentru Europa de Sud-Est
datorate Grupului de actiune pentru Cooperarea Parlamentari;

ADOPTAND hotirérea privind infiintarea Consiliului Cooperarii Regionale in cadrul
reuniunii Mesei Regionale a Pactului de Stabilitate pentru Europa de Sud-Est, care a avut
loc la Belgrad, la data de 30 mai 2006, fundamentati prin Statutul siu convenit la
reunjunea Mesei Regionale a Pactului de Stabilitate pentru Europa de Sud-Est, de la
Zagreb, din 10 mai 2007, in calitate de succesor al Pactului de Stabilitate pentru Europa
de Sud-Est in regiunea Europei de Sud-Est;

REAMINTIND de impulsionarea cooperirii parlamentare prin infiinfarea unui Secretariat
Regional pentru Cooperare Parlamentari in Europa de Sud-Est sub forma unei refele
regionale de informare, coordonare i schimb i reamintind de sprijinul unanim acordat
acestuia §i confirmat de presedintii parlamentelor din cadrul SEECP, la cea de-a sasea
reuniune de la Zagreb, din 15-17 aprilie 2007;

APRECIIND puternicul sprijin politic, tehnic si financiar acordat, in acest proces, de
catre Parlamentul European, Comisia Europeani si statele membre ale Uniunii Europene;

HOTARATI s intensificim in continuare activititile parlamentare si initiativele intre
statele din Europa de Sud-Est intr-un cadru mai larg;

REAMINTIND de Conferinta initiald a Pregedintilor de Parlamente din Europa de
Sud-Est, de la Atena, din 1997, si avind in vedere Cadrul Procedural pentru Cooperare
Parlamentard adoptat cu unanimitate la Conferinta de la Skopje, din 2001, care prevede
forme regulate de cooperare intre parlamentele din Europa de Sud-Est;

AVAND IN VEDERE importanta Declaratiilor Finale adoptate in cadrul precedentelor
Conferinte ale Pregedintilor de Parlamente ale statelor participante la SEECP;

CONVENIM sa consoliddm si si intensificim angajamentul parlamentelor prin semnarea

prezentului Memorandum de Intelegere privind Cooperarea Interparlamentaré in Europa
de Sud-Est dupa cum urmeazi:

1. Sinergiile §i cooperarea dintre activititi si initiative in domeniul cooperdrii
parlamentare trebuie activate si promovate astfel incat si atingd un fnalt nivel calitativ, de
realizare si eficient3;

2. Principalele obiective ale cooperdrii interparlamentare in Europa de Sud-Est sunt:

2.1. Coordonarea eforturilor parlamentelor nationale pentru sprijiﬁirea CCR si
SEECP;

2.2. Promovarea in continuare a consolidirii capacitatii si intdrirea institutionald a
parlamentelor tarilor din Europa de Sud-Est;




2.3,

24.

2.5,

2.6.

2.

2.8.

2.9.

Promovarea schimbului de informatii, de experients si de cele mai bune practici
intre parlamentele nationale ale firilor din Europa de Sud-Est la toate nivelurile
(de exemplu la nivelul presedintilor de parlamente, comisiilor, functionarilor
Parlamentari);

Incurajarea si sprijinirea in continuare a eforturilor, prin parlamentele tirilor din
Europa de Sud-Est, in vederea armonizirii legislatiei acestora cu acquis-ul
comunitar $i cu alte reglementiri ale Uniunii Europene sau internationale;
Intensificarea legiturilor cu Parlamentul European si cu alte organizatii
parlamentare internationale i initiative mentionate in Articolul 4.4;

Consolidarea in continuare a institutiilor democratice din regiunea Europei de
Sud-Est;

Sporirea implicarii cetifenilor §i asumarea de citre acestia a proceselor de
reformi;

Intensificarea cooperdrii cu sectorul non-guvernamental datoriti rolului siu
proeminent in sporirea congtientizirii in ceea ce priveste apartenenta regionald si
necesitatea cooperdrii regionale;

si

Incurajarea sectoarelor public si privat pentru a propune inifiative si activititi,
referitoare la domeniul lor de interes, cu dimensiune regional;

. Parlamentele nationale sunt principalii actori ai cooperirii interparlamentare in

Europa de Sud-Est §i vor pune in practicd obiectivele mentionate mai sus prin
urmétoarele mecanisme:

&1

3.2.

3

O Conferinfd a presedintilor de parlamente ale tirilor membre SEECP va fi
organizati anual. Conferinfa supravegheazi coordonarea activititilor
interparlamentare in Europa de Sud-Est;

3.1.1. Conferinta anuali a presedintilor parlamentelor din cadrul SEECP oferi
recomanddrile politice §i asigurd coordonarea strategica si dezvoltarea
proceselor de cooperare parlamentari regionali;

3.1.2. Conferinta anuali este gizduiti de ciitre Pregedintia-in-exercitiu a SEECP
si pregititti cu sprijinul Secretariatului Regional pentru Cooperare
Parlamentara. Secretariatul Regional pentru Cooperare Parlamentars asists
Presedintia-in-exercitiu a SEECP in formularea recomandirilor politice
aflate pe agenda parlamentari anuali a SEECP si oferd informatii
relevante Secretariatului CCR;

3.1.3. Conferinta anuali este prezidati de presedintele parlamentului care detine
Presedintia-in-exercitiu a SEECP si este deschisi participdrii secretarului
general al Consiliului Cooperarii Regionale, ca invitat special, precum si
reprezentantilor Parlamentului European si ai altor organizatii
internationale si partenere, ca invitati speciali, cu acordul parlamentelor
membre SEECP;

Conferinfe extraordinare ad-hoc pot fi organizate cu acordul’ parlamentelor

membre SEECP;

Reuniuni sectoriale i de actualitate pot fi organizate ad-hoc la diferite niveluri,

cum ar fi presedintii de parlamente, presedintii si membrii comisiilor, presedintii




de delegatii la adunirile parlamentare, secretarii generali si functionarii
parlamentari;

3.4. Reuniunile regulate ale formatiunilor si structurilor sub-regionale si
sub-sectoriale ale cooperirii parlamentare, i anume Conferinta Statelor din
Balcanii de Vest a Comisiilor privind integrarea europeani / afacerile europene
ale statelor participante la Procesul de Stabilizare si Asociere (COSAP), Forumul
Parlamentar de la Cetinje, Proiectul de Schimburi intre Femeile Parlamentare din
Europa de Sud-Est, sunt parte integranti a cadrului pentru cooperare
interparlamentari in Europa de Sud-Est.

3.5. Un calendar pe termen lung al reuniunilor interparlamentare, incluzind cét mai
multi participanfi — reprezentanti ai parlamentelor nationale, va fi disponibil pe
pagina de internet a Secretariatului Regional pentru Cooperare Parlamentars.
Calendarul este actualizat de citre personalul Secretariatului. Trebuie s3 existe
un angajament intre Semnatari privind avizarea Secretariatul Regional asupra
activitatilor multilaterale intreprinse de acestia, pentru ca Secretariatul si poatd
actiona ca un centru de coordonare si informare.

. Secretariatul Regional pentru Cooperare Interparlamentar3 in Europa de Sud-Est este

gdzduit, conform deciziei aprobate la cea de-a sasea reuniune a presedintilor de

parlamente din cadrul SEECP, de citre Adunarea Nationali a Bulgariei, la Sofia;

4.1.Functionarii Secretariatului sunt experti parlamentari, o parte numifi de cétre tara
gazda, iar o altd parte selectati din regiune, de preferin{d respectind principiul
rotatiei al Troicii SEECP;

4.1.1. Parlamentele nationale ale firilor din Europa de Sud-Est desemneazi
coordonatori nafionali care si fini legitura, pe probleme curente,
cu Secretariatul Regional, intr-un mod operativ si productiv;

4.2. Secretariatul menfine un strins contact operafional cu Secretariatul CCR, cu
presedintia SEECP, cu Troica SEECP, precum si cu coordonatorii nationali
special desemnati in cadrul parlamentelor tarilor din Europa de Sud-Est;

4.3. Avénd in vedere integrarea europeani si perspectivele euro-atlantice ale regiunii
si rolul cheie pe care il au parlamentele nationale, ca autoritate legivitoare si
organ reprezentativ suprem al poporului, in procesul de reforma §i integrare,
Secretariatul mentine o strinsa legituri si coopereazd cu un numir de parteneri,
in principal cu Parlamentul European, care si-a exprimat disponibilitatea de a
sprijini viitoarele activitati de cooperare parlamentari;

4.4. Secretariatul reprezinti, de asemenea, un punct central al regiunii pentru
cooperare cu Adunarea Parlamentari a Consiliului Europei, cu Adunarea
Parlamentard a OSCE, cu Adunarea Parlamentari a NATO, cu Adunarea Uniunii
Europene Occidentale, cu Adunarea Parlamentari a Cooperirii Economice a
Mirii Negre, cu Uniunea Interparlamentard, cu Initiativa Central-Europeani -
Dimensiunea Parlamentard, cu cooperarea parlamentari in cadrul CEFTA si cu
comunitatea donatorilor;

4.5. Secretariatul pregiteste un proiect de Program Parlamentar Anual pentru Europa
de Sud-Est cu consultarea §i in strinsi cooperare cu Presedintia-in-exercitiu si
Troica SEECP, precum si cu Secretariatul CCR;



Programul Parlamentar Anual pentru Europa de Sud-Est prezentat de
Presedintia-in-exercitiu a SEECP este adoptat de presedintii parlamentelor din Europa
de Sud-Est la Conferinta Anuald a presedintilor parlamentelor din cadrul SEECP.

Parlamentele semnatare mulfumesc comunitétii. donatorilor, in special institutiilor
Uniunii Europene, pentru importanta sustinere pe care au oferit-o in trecut si isi
exprima speranta cd sprijinul §i cooperarea acestora vor continua.

Memorandumul de Ingelegere privind cooperarea interparlamentari in Europa de Sud-
Est este avizat astézi, 3 decembrie 2007, la Tirana, de coordonatorii nationali ai
parlamentelor membre numiti de presedintii parlamentelor semnatare.

In urmitoarele luni, coordonatorii nationali ai parlamentelor membre vor lucra
impreund pentru consolidarea cooperdrii pe aceasti bazi comuni si pentru rezolva
detaliile in suspensie in vederea semnirii Memorandumului de intelegere de citre
presedintii parlamentelor semnatare sub Presedintia-in-exercitiu a Bulgariei, in
primévara anului 2008.

AVIZAT la Tirana, in data de 3 decembrie 2007



Addendum

fn timp ce Adunarea Muntenegrului avizeazi preliminar Memorandumul astizi,
validitatea avizului va fi confirmata oficial odati cu indeplinirea procedurilor interne
legale necesare.

in timp ce Parlamentul Roméniei (Senatul si Camera Deputailor) avizeazi preliminar
Memorandumul astizi, validitatea avizului va fi confirmati oficial odati cu
indeplinirea procedurilor referitoare la desemnarea coordonatorului sdu national.

In timp ce Adunarea Serbiei avizeazi preliminar Memorandumul astizi, validitatea

avizului va fi confirmati oficial odati cu indeplinirea procedurilor interne legale
necesare.

Red MR, 1.C.
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Mario Ruse
From: "Marianna Assenova" <Marianna_Assenova@parliament.bg>
To: "Andrej Orlandic" <andrej.orlandic@skupstina.mn.yu>; "Andrej Orlandic”

<politicalscience@cg.yu>; "Barbara Tartaglia" <Barbara.Tartaglia@sabor.hr>; "Chara Papazoudi"
<x.papazoudi@parliament.gr>; "Djordana Kurir" <ozip@parlament.sr.gov.yu>; "Hristina Runceva"
<h.runceva@sobranie.mk>; "Mario Ruse” <mruse@cdep.ro>; "Myfti Marlind"
<foreign@parlament.al>; "Sena Bajraktarevic" <sena.bajraktarevic@parlament.ba>; "Talia Boati"
<talia.boati@stabilitypact.org>; "Tanase Razvan" <razvan.tanase@senat.ro>

Cc: "HOCHEL Dionyz" <dionyz.hochel@europarl.europa.eu>

Sent: 28 ianuarie 2008 05:07

Attach: Draft MoU_10.doc

Subject:  Draft MoU

Dear colleagues,

Please find enclosed for your information the Draft MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ON INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE, initialled in Tirana on 3 December
2007, in which the proposals of the Hellenic Parliament ant of the Croatian Parliament, which came after
the dead-line, have been inserted in bold letters and have been underlined.

If there is a possibility, we could discuss the Memorandum in Brussels on 31 January 2008.
Encl.

Best regards,
Vladimir Danchev
Head of the RSPC SEE
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Draft, 26 November 2007
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON

INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE

Speakers,

REPRESENTING the Parliaments of the SEECP Participating States on the occasion of
their meeting on ISSUE .... held in PLACE .... on DATE....;

HAVING REGARD to the South East European Cooperation Process (further called
SEECP) Charter on Good Neighbourly Relations, Stability, Security and Cooperation
in South East Europe, signed in Bucharest on 12 October 2000, where Signatory
Countries committed to firmly act in order to transform the region into an area of peace,
security and stability in a spirit of solidarity and cooperation for the benefit of their
countries and people and of Europe as a whole;

RECOGNISING that the future of the South East European countries lies in the
European Union, with membership, as the ultimate goal;

RECALLING the Thessaloniki Agenda of June 2003, concerning the European
perspective of the Western Balkan countries;

EMPHASISING, in this context, the importance of regional cooperation as an integral
component of the European Union’s relation with the countries of the region.

BUILDING UPON the political decision taken at the Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe Regional Table meeting held in Sofia on 17 May 2005 to develop a more
regionally owned and led cooperation framework and to enhance the role of the SEECP
in the regional cooperation architecture in South East Europe;

CONVINCED OF the great importance of parliamentary involvement, as an
overarching theme, for the successful development of the Regional Cooperation
Council and in support of the SEECP;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the decisions and conclusions of the 11" Summit
of the SEECP held in Zagreb on 11 May 2007 where the importance of parliamentary
cooperation as an indispensable segment of regional cooperation was stressed;

BUILDING upon the useful and constructive experience of interparliamentary
cooperation among SEECP participating states, drawn over the past years through
activities held under the auspices of earlier SEECP Chairmanships;

FULLY AWARE OF the achievements of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe
through its Parliamentary Cooperation Task Force;



RECALLING the decision on the establishment of the Regional Cooperation Council
at the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe Regional Table meeting held in Belgrade
on 30 May 2006 based on its Statute agreed at the Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe Regional Table meeting held in Zagreb on 10 May 2007, as successor to the
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe in the South East Europe re gion;

RECALLING the streamlining of parliamentary cooperation through the establishment
of a Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe as a
regional network for information, coordination and exchange and its unanimous support
as endorsed by SEECP Speakers of Parliament at their Sixth Conference held in Zagreb
on 15 -17 April 2007;

APPRECIATING the strong political, technical and financial support from the
European Parliament, the European Commission and EU Member States in this
process;

DETERMINED to further enhance parliamentary activities and initiatives between the
South East Europe countries and beyond;

RECALLING the initial Conference of Speakers of Parliament of South East Europe in
Athens in 1997, and bearing in mind the Procedural Framework for Parliamentary
Cooperation unanimously adopted at the Conference in Skopje in 2001, which
envisages regular forms of cooperation among Parliaments in South East Europe;

BEARING IN MIND the importance of the Final Declarations of all previous
Conferences of Speakers of Parliament of the SEECP Participating States;

HAVE AGREED on strengthening and enhancing the commitment of Parliaments
through the signature today of the present Memorandum of Understanding on
Interparliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe as follows:

1. Synergies and cooperation between activities and initiatives in the field of
parliamentary cooperation should be enabled and facilitated in order to reach a high
level of quality, effectiveness and efficiency;

2. The main objectives of interparliamentary cooperation in South East Europe are to:
2.1. Coordinate the efforts of national parliaments in support to the RCC and
SEECP,

2.2. Promote further capacity building and institutional strengthening of South East
Europe countries Parliaments;

2.3. Promote exchange of information, experience and best practices between
national parliaments of the South East Europe countries at all levels (e.g. Speakers,
Committees, parliamentary staff);

2.4. Further encourage and assist efforts of Parliaments of South East Europe
countries towards harmonization of their legislation with the acquis communautaire
and other EU and international standards; :

2.5. Enhance links with the European Parliament and other international
parliamentary organizations and initiatives named in Article 4.4;

2.6. Further reinforce democratic institutions in South East Europe region;

2.7. Increase citizens’ involvement and ownership of the reform processes;



2.8. Strengthen the cooperation with the non-governmental sector due to its
prominent role in raising the awareness for regional ownership and for the need of
regional cooperation;

and

2.9 Encourage the public and private sectors to propose initiatives and activities
related to their field of interest with regional dimension;

3 National Parliaments are the main actors of interparliamentary cooperation in South
East Furope and will implement the aforementioned objectives through the following
mechanisms:
3.1. A Conference of the Speakers of the Parliaments of the SEECP Countries is
organized annually. The Conference oversees the coordination of interparliamentary
activities in South East Europe;
3.1.1. The Annual Conference of the SEECP Speakers of Parliament provides
the political guidelines and ensures the strategic coordination and
development of the regional parliamentary cooperation processes;
3.1.2. The Annual Conference is hosted by the SEECP CiO and prepared with
the assistance of the Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation. The
Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation assists the SEECP CiO
in formulating the policy guidelines of the SEECP annual parliamentary
agenda and provides relevant input to the RCC Secretariat;
3.1.3. The Annual Conference is Chaired by the SEECP CiO Speaker of
Parliament and is open for participation to the Secretary General of the
Regional Cooperation Council as a special guest, as well as to representatives
of the European Parliament and other international organizations and partners
as special guests, following the consent of the SEECP Parliaments;
3.2. Ad hoc extraordinary conferences may be organized, following the consent of
the SEECP Parliaments;
3.3, Sector-specific and topical meetings may be held ad hoc at different levels such
as Speakers of Parliament, Chairs and Members of Committees, Heads of
Delegations to Parliamentary Assemblies, Secretaries General and parliamentary
staff;
3.4, Regular meetings of sub-regional and sub-sectoral formats and structures of
parliamentary cooperation, namely the Western Balkans Conference of the
Committees on European Integration/Affairs of the States participating in the
Stabilisation and Association Process (COSAP), the Cetinje Parliamentary Forum,
the South East Europe Women MPs Exchange Project, are an integral part of the
framework for interparliamentary cooperation in South East Europe;
3.5. A rolling, long term meeting calendar of interparliamentary meetings including
as many participants — representatives of the national parliaments as possible, is
made available on the website of the Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary
Cooperation. The calendar is updated by the Secretariat’s team.

There should be a commitment by Signatories to refer their multilateral activities to
the Regional Secretariat so that the latter can act as a coordination and
information centre.

Signatories will refer their multilateral activities to the Regional Secretariat so that the
latter can act as information center.




4. The Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe is
hosted, following the decision endorsed at the 6" SEECP Speakers of Parliament
Meeting, by the National Assembly of Bulgaria, in Sofia;

4.1. The Staff of the Secretariat consists of parliamentary experts. The number,
the election procedures and mandate of which is to be decided by the Annual
Conference of the SEECP Speakers of Parliaments (Hellenic Parliament proposal)

4.1. The staff of the Secretariat consists of parliamentary experts partly appointed by
the host country, and partly seconded from the countries of the region, preferably
following the SEECP Troika rotation principle;

4.1.1. National Parliaments of the South East Europe countries designate
national coordinators to liaise on regular basis with the Regional Secretariat in
timely and productive fashion;
4.2. The Secretariat maintains close operational contacts with the RCC Secretariat,
SEECP Chairmanship in Office, SEECP Troika as well as with the specially
designated national coordinators within the parliaments of the countries from South
Eastern Europe;
4.3. In the light of the European Integration and of the Euro-Atlantic perspectives of
the countries of the region and of the key role National Parliaments have, as
legislators and highest representatives of the people, in the reform and integration
processes, the Secretariat maintains a close liaison and cooperation with a number of
partners, most notably the European Parliament, which have expressed their readiness
to support future parliamentary cooperation activities;
4.4. The Secretariat serves also as a focal points of the countries of the region for
cooperation with the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, the WEU
Parliamentary Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly of the BSEC, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary Dimension of the CEI, the parliamentary
cooperation within CEFTA and the donors’ community;
4.5. The Secretariat prepares a draft Annual South East Europe Parliamentary
Programme in consultation and close cooperation with the SEECP CiO and Troika,
and with the RCC Secretariat;
The Annual South East Europe Parliamentary Programme presented by the SEECP
CiO is adopted by the Speakers of Parliaments in South East Europe at the Annual
Conference of Speakers of SEECP Parliaments.

The Signatory Parliaments thank the donors’ community, in particular the EU
institutions, for the important assistance it has provided in the past and look forward
to its continued assistance and cooperation in the future.

The Memorandum of Understanding on interparliamentary cooperation in South East
Europe is initialed today, 3 December 2007, in Tirana by the National Parliamentary
Coordinators appointed by the Speakers of the Signatory Parliaments.

In the next few months the National Parliamentary Coordinators will work closely
together to build further their cooperation upon this common denominator and
smoothen up any remaining detail in view of the signing of the Memorandum of



Understanding by the Speakers of the Signatory Parliaments under the Bulgarian
SEECP Chairmanship in Office in Spring 2008.

INITIALLED in Tirana on 3 December 2007

While the Assembly of Montenegro is preliminary initialling the Memorandum today,
the validity of its initialling will be officially confirmed in the next few days
according to the necessary legal internal procedures.

While the Parliament of Romania (both Senate and Chamber of Deputies) is
preliminary initialing the Memorandum today, the validity of its initialling will be
officially confirmed in the next days according to the Romanian Parliamentary
procedure related to the appointment of its National Parliamentary coordinator.

While the Assembly of Serbia is preliminary initialing the Memorandum today, the
validity of its initialling will be officially confirmed in the next few days according to
the necessary legal internal procedures.



