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Avind in vedere dezbaterile din Comisia Juridicd a Camerei Deputatilor
referitoare la ,,Proiectul de Lege pentru modificarea si completarea Legii nr.
598/2002 pentru aprobarea Ordonantei de Urgenti a Guvernului nr. 36/2002
privind reglementarea dreptului de proprietate al Federatiei Comunititilor
Evreiesti din Romania asupra licasurilor de cult, cimitirelor si altor bunuri
destinate activititii cultului mozaic”, publicatd in Monitorul Oficial, partea I,
nr. 802 din 05/11/2002 (proiectul de Lege nr. PLX 406/2007) — vd supun
atentiei Declaratia elaboratd §i semnatd de aproape 90 de rabini, presedinti de
tribunale rabinice si alte personalititi din Israel, care sustin acest act normativ.

Va rog sa luati act de acest important demers atunci cind proiectul de Lege

respectiv va fi dezbatut.
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DECLARATIE DE SUSTINERE
DIN PARTEA CELOR MAI STIMATI RABINI

Noi, subsemnatii, extrem de ingrijorati de soarta cimitirelor care se
afla in Romania si in alte parti ale lumii, am fost socati de imaginile
publicate in ultimele citeva luni si saptamini, care prezinta cimitire ce au fost
vindute, netinindu-se seama de faptul ca acolo se afli mormintele iubitelor
noastre rude inmormintate in acele locuri, ca diferite cimitire au fost
Inchiriate pentru lucrari agricole, ca peste mormintele strimosilor nostri
cresc buruieni, iar animalele salbatice calca mormintele si pietrele funerare.

Pe linga cele de mai sus, am primit fotografii ale unor cimitire care au
fost lasate in paragind, iar mormintele au fost profanate. Se pare ci, sub
administrarea exclusivd a Federatiei Evreiesti, totul a fost abandonat, ca
legea nu mai este respectata si ca, de asemenea, nu mai exista nici un fel de
autoritate evreiasca legald si competenta.

De aceea, sintem foarte bucurosi sa aflam ca Senatul Roméniei a
aprobat o propunere legislativa care amendeaza Statutul din anul 2002 — ce
transfera Federatiei Evreiesti din Romania drepturile exclusive pentru ca
aceste Locuri Sfinte sa nu fie folosite in scop comercial.

Sustinem indreptarea acestei nedreptati prin adaugarea la Statutul
existent a unei clauze care sa fie inaintata Parlamentului Romaniei si potrivit
careia Guvernul Romaniei si Organizatiile Evreiesti din intreaga lume vor
administra Tmpreuna locurile de veci ale stramosilor nostri, impreuna cu
Federatia Evreiasca de pe plan local.

Sintem de acord cu opinia Rabinului David Shmidal, presedintele

Organizatiei Internationale a Cimitirelor Evreiesti ,,Atra Kadisha”, si cu



organizatiile altor Rabini ce s-au dedicat protejarii Cimitirelor Evreiesti, care
scot in evidenta faptul ci in acele tari unde in trecut au existat comunitati
mari $i puternice evreiesti, care erau conduse de importanti Rabini, in
prezent nu exista o conducere religioasd sau un control real. De aceea, este
necesar ca noi sa ne bazam pe Rabinii respectati din afara Romaniei, care au
experienta necesard gestionarii situatiei cimitirelor si locurilor de veci si care
nu vor permite ca aceste probleme si fie rezolvate de catre cei ce nu inteleg
situatia de fapt si care nu au nici un fel de experienta intr-o problemai atit de
delicatd si complicatd. Acesta este si cazul Romaniei, si este important si
ardtam cd sustinem aprobarea acestui important amendament de citre
Parlamentul Romaniei.

Avind in vedere toate acestea, sustinem pe deplin actiunile Rabinului
Eliyahu Kaufman si ale lui David Kahan, presedintele Asociatiei Evreilor
Roméno-Americani in actiunea de protejare a cimitirelor conform legii si
traditiei evreiesti. Potrivit legii evreiesti, cimitirele sint locuri sacre si nu pot
face obiectul tranzactiilor imobiliare. Tocmai de aceea este necesard numirea

unui Rabin cu experienta in gestionarea situatiei acestor locuri sfinte.

SEMNEAZA:

Tuvia Weiss, rabin-sef, Curtea Suprema din Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis,
Ierusalim, Israel; * Meir Bradsdorfer, judecdtor, Curtea Supremi din
Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis, Ierusalim, Israel; * Yizehak Ullman, judecitor,
Curtea Suprema din Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis, Ierusalim, Israel;
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* Nftali Frankel, judecator, Curtea Supremd din Ashkanazi, Eda
Charadis, lerusalim, Israel; * Moshe Sternbuch, judecitor principal, Curtea

Supremad din Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis, lerusalim, Israel; * Yehoshuu



Rosenberger, judecator, Curtea Supremd din Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis,
[erusalim, Israel; * Mendel Yurowitch, judecitor, Curtea Suprema din
Ashkanazi, Eda Charadis, Ierusalim, Israel; * Shmuel Halevi Wozner, Posek
Hador, autoritate judecitoreasca importanti a Organizatiei Mondiale
Evreiesti, Benei Brak; * Aharon Leib Steinman, decan al Ponovitch Yeshiva
Posek Hador, Benei Brak; * Chaim Kanievsky, autoritate judecitoreasca
importantd a Organizatiei Mondialed Evreiesti, Benei Brak; * Shmuel
Auerbach, decan al Yeshiva Maalos Ha Torah, Posek Hador, lerusalim; *
Ovadiah Yosef, Posek Haposkim, autoritate judecitoreascd importanti a
evreilor de rit Sefard din intreaga lume; * Michal Yehuda Lefkowitch, decan
al Ponovitch Junior Yeshiva Posek Hador, Benei Brak; * Michael David
Shmidal, presedinte al Organizatiei Internationale a Cimitirelor Evreiesti
»Atra Kadishe®, Benei Brak; * Yehuda Shapiro, Posek Hador, autoritate
judecatoreascd importantd a Organizatiei Mondiale Evreiesti, Benei Brak; *
Yaacov Moshe Hillel, decan, Yeshiva ,,Ahavas Shalom®, kabbalist (mistic),
Ierusalim; * Nissim Kareliz, Posek Hador, autoritate judecatoreasca
importanta a Organizatiei Mondiale Evreiesti, Benei Brak; * Avshalom
Kasir, rabin onorific (pensionar), El Al, Israel Airlines, Tel Aviv; * Shimon
Ba’adni, Posek Hador, autoritate judecatoreasca importanta a tuturor evreilor
yemeniti, Benei Brak; * Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, rabin-sef emerit al Statului
Israel, lerusalim; * Yosef Wasserman, rabin onorific, Uniunea Evreilor
Roméni din Israel; * Moshe Landau, rabin-gef, Benei Brak; * Simcha
HaCohen Kook, rabin-sef, Rechovot; * Yosef Ezran, rabin-sef, Rishon
LeZiyon; * Noson Aurtnur, rabin-sef, Lod; * Dovid Druckman, rabin-gsef al
Kirat Motzkin; * Hillel Chaimov, rabin-sef, al Evreilor Bukharin din Israel;
* Yehuda Dovid Wallpan, rabin-sef, Rishon LeZiyon; * Meir Kessler, rabin-
sef al Modiin Illit; * Yechiel Abuchazara, rabin-gsef, Ramla; * Asher Zemel,



rabin onorific si presedintele Asociatiei Rabinilor pentru Repatrierea in
[srael; * Yosef Machpod, judecator-sef la Curtea de Justitie a ,,Yoreh Deah*,
Ben Brak si autoritate judecdtoreasca importanta a Evreilor Yemeniti din
[srael;

Excelentele sale judecitorii de la Curtea de Justitie a Comunititii Belz
pentru toti Chasidei Belz din lume: * Eliezer Liber Schneelbag, rabin al
Congregatiei Edgware din Edgware, Londra, Marea Britanie; * Reuvan
Elbaz, decan al Yeshivas OhrhaChaim, mentor al evreilor repatriati,
Ierusalim; * Yaacov Chaim Sofer, decan al Yeshivas ,,Etz HaChaim*,
Ierusalim; * Avrohom David, rabin al Congregatiei Od Yosef Chai, Londra,
Marea Britanie; * Doron Achiel, rabin al Congragatiei Nazach Yisorel,
Londra, Marea Britanie; * Gideon Ben Moshe, judecator-principal, Curtea
de Justitie ,,Yoro Misopotaich”, Posek Hador, autoritate judecatoreasca,
lerusalim ; * Yehuda Neuzlish, membru al Inaltei Curti Ashkanazi, Eda
Charadis, Ierusalim; * Chaim Kahan, rabin al Congregatiei Toldas Ahsron,
Beit Shemesh; * Naftali Zvi Rotemberg, rabin al Congregatiei Ramat Bei
Shemes B’, Beit Shemsh; * Shmuel Bransdorfer, rabin al Congregatiei
,.Kiriat HaCharadis®, Beit Shemes; * Yaacov Eliyahu, rabin al districtului
Ramat Eliyahu, Rishon LeZiyon; * Mendel Sovotisht, rabin al Congregatiei
Riba ,,z-Riba”, Beit Shemes; * Eliyahu Katz, rabin al Congregatiei Chasidei
Satmer, Benei Brak; * Shlomo Pappenheim, membru al Inaltei Curti
Ashkanazi, EdaCharadis, lerusalim; * Aryeh Yudlevitch, rabin al
Congregatiei ,,Mevacshai HaShem®, Beit Shemsh; * Yizchak Fisher, rabin al
Districtului Nachlat Yehuda, Rishon LeZiyon; * Yizchak Hagar, rabin al
Congregatiei Ramat Beit Shemesh B’, Beit Shemesh; * Mordechai
Goldstein, rabin al Congregatiei Ramat Beit Shemesh A’, Beit Shemesh; *

Yosef Dov Fisher, rabin al Chasidim in Rechovot; * Meir Posen, Posek



Hador, legat de Ritual Baths, Modiim Illit; * Aharon Gelly, rabin in
districtul Benei Brak, Benei Brak; * Avrohom Rubin, judecitor principal la
Inalta Curte din Mehadrin si rabin al Chasidei Slenim, Rechovot; * Kalman
Kolonimus Weiss, rabin al Congregatiei Vishnitz, Beit Shemesh; * Doniyel
HaCohen Stevitsky, rabin al Congregatiei Biyalah, Beit Shemesh; * Daniyel
Biton, rabin al Congregatiei ,,Yoru Mishpatecha L’ Yaacov*, Beit Shemesh;
* Yizchak Sharabani, rabin al Congregatiei ,.Torah UTeve.na“, Beit
Shemesh; * Yosef Ben Porat, rabin districtual in Matai Yehuda, Ierusalim *
Shimon Abuchazara, rabin al Districtului Charnof, Ierusalim, fiul Sfintului
.Baba Chaki“ si nepotul Sfintului ,Baba Sali“, conducitori ai evreilor
marocani din Intreaga lume; * Yizchak Amsolam, rabin al Ramat Beit
Shemesh A’Beit Shemesh; * Refoel Chaliva, rabin al Congregatiei ,.Sinchas
Chaim®, Beit Shemesh; * Shmuel Sabach, rabin districtual in orasul Acco; *
Yizchak Chachamov, rabin districtual al Rishin LeZiyon; * Mordechai
Cohen, lector la Yesihvasohr VeDerec, lerusalim; * Yigal Yosef, rabin al
East Rishon LeZion, Rishon LeZiyon; * Yaacov Nemesh, judecitor
principal al Baklan Be’er Sheva; * Yosef Chen, rabin districtual al ,,Berei
Dan®, Ramla; * Amram Cohen, rabin districtual al ,,Meor Chaim*, Zefat; *
Yosef Garlitski, rabin al zonei centrale a Tel Avivului; * Reuvain Dahan,
rabin districtual al Ramat Eliyahu, Rishon LeZion ; * Zvi Davidowitz, rabin
districtual al Ramat Beit Shemesh A’ Beit Shemesh; * Yosef Are,el, rabin-
sef al Districtului Matai Yehuda; * Tuvia Dinkel, rabin Kiriat HaCharadis,
Beit Shemesh; * Shlomo Zalman Perlstein, rabin districtual al Ramat Beit
Shemesh A’; * Yisroel Yaacov Landa, rabin al Congregatiei Satmer Be’Er
Sheva; * Shlomo Mondener, rabin Kiriat HaCharadis, Beit Shemesh; *
Noson Kopshitz, rabin Kiriat HaCharadis, Beit Shemesh; * Amram

Hoffman, rabin al lerusalimului de Nord.



Semndturile rabinilor sfinti ai Chashidim: * Chaim Zvi Shapira; *
Moshe Frankel, mare rabin, Botashan, Ierusalim; * Yaacov Moskowitz,
mare rabin de Shotz/ Suceava; * Dov Berish Panet, mare rabin, Dez’,
lerusalim; * Yechiel Panet, mare rabin, Dez’ (Benei Brak); * Shmuel

Rosengarten; * Chaim Yechiel Roitman.
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26 Decermber 2007
To our Honourable Members of the Romanlan Government
Qur Honoured Cnes. Peace be with Youl!

As a descendent of the city of Sucenva «ituated in the district of Bokavina in the State of
Romania, there has been brought to our atteotion very distressing news, which steals the
peace of mind of millions of Jews generally and from me and our community and from
hundreds of thousands of Jews of Romanian descent,in particular - W have seen pictures and
phatographs of how the cemeterics of our futhers and the cemctories of great Jews, Rabbis, o~
Judges and pious ones, both men of stature ard the simple Jew are beinp plowed and
obliterated, all this for monetary pain!!

Cemeterivs arc heing treated us though they were private assets and have been sold as real
estute 10 construel residential and commercial hoildings, agricultural holdings, and worst of
all large and sacred cemereries have heen sold as pasture fand for animals,

These facts shoek us to the depth of the soal ~ can it he possible?!'? We are incapable of
understanding why and how such a great injnstice as this can be allowed - to Jesecrate in such
n shameful manner the graves of those who are buricd, something which according 1o the law
of the Children of Tsrae! is forbidden in ¢ssence. The Jund of Romania which absorbed so
much Torah and fear of Hemen from its distinguished inhabitants and now today unwurthy
peoplc come and evict these Jews from their graves in order o make business out of them ~
alag!!!

With every language of entreaty we ask afl our Honoured Ones and anyone who cap use their
blesscd influence in this matter to legiclate in the Romanian Senate (hat the Romanian
Govemment and international Jewish organisations shovild be partners in the supervision of 5
the cemateries of our fathers, together with the local Jewish Federation, so that there will not
be a siuation where anyone can do simphy what they want. s

We completely rely on and suppart the tremendous actions of those who dea! in this matter
for the seke of Heaven, Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Society of Jews in Romama
and the founder and director of the “Ohet Soroh” Trust and Rabbi Novid Kahan, Chairman ot
the Society of Jews of Romanian Descent tiving in the Uinited Suates cyf {«merica. who
represent us i everything appettaining ) the presen ation of the cemeteries in accordance
with Jewish Law. May they continae with thei Foly werk and do whatever may be necessary
to ensure that these cometeries should not he transformed nto commercial tools to line the
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha™ and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle
to protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but
as sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Tuvia Weiss Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch
Chief Rabbi, Ashkanazi High Court, Chief Justice, Ashkanazi High Court

Rabbi Meir Bransdorfer

Rabbi Yehoshua Rosenberger

Eda Charadis, Jerusalem, Isrjlel Eda Charadjs, Jejusalem Israel
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Judge, Ashkanazi High Court
Eda Charadis, Jerusalem Israel
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Rabbi Yizchak Ullman
Judge, Ashkanazi High Court
Eda Charadis, Jerusalem Israel
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Judge, Ashkanazi High Court
Eda Charadis, Jerusalem Israel
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Rabbi Mendel Yurowitch
Judge, Ashkanazi High Court
Eda Charadis, Jerusalem Israel
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle
to protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but
as sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Shmuel Halevi Wozner
Posek Hador — a leading Judicial
authority f?r World Jewry, Benei Brak
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Rabbi Aharon Leib Steinman Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef
Dean of Ponovitch Yeshiva Posek Haposkim — the leading Judicial

Posek Hador, Benei Brak authority for World Sefardim, Jerusalem
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Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky
Posek Hador — a leading Judicial
authority for World Jewry, Benei Brak
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Rabbi Shmuel Auerbach
Dean of Yeshiva Maalos HaTorah
Posek Hador, Jerusalem
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Rabbi Michal Yehuda Lefkowitch
Dean of Ponovitch Junior Yeshiva
Posek Hador, Benei Brak
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Rabbi Michoel Dovid Shmidal

Chairman, International Organisation for
Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha”, Benei Brak
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle
to protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but
as sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Yehuda Shapiro Rabbi Shimon Ba’adni
Posek Hador — a leading Judicial Posek Hador — a leading Judicial
authority.for World Jewry, Benei Brak authority for all Yeminite Jewry, Benei Berak
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Rabbi Yaacov Moshe Hillel Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron
Dean, Yeshiva “Ahavas Shalom” Emeritus Chief Rabbi of the
Leading Kabbalist (mystic), Jerusalem State of Israel, Jerusalem
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Rabbi Nissim Kareliz Rabbi Yosef Wasserman
Posek Hador — a leading Judicial Presiding Rabbi, Union of Romanian
authority for World Jewry, Benei Brak Jews in Israel, Jerusalem
. 0901 901

ﬁ“‘ f pae 1 9
Rabbi Avshalom Kasir Rabbi Moshe Landau
Presiding Rabbi (Retired) El Al Chief Rabbi of Benei Brak
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha™ and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle
to protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but
as sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Simcha HaCohen Kook Rabbi Yehuda Dovid Wallpa
Chief Rabbi of Rechovot Chief Rabbi of Ris)mn LeZiyon
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Rabbi Hillel Chaimov ( Rabbi Yosef Machpod

Chief Rabbi of Bukharin Jews in Israel Chief Justice, Court of “Yoreh Deah” Benei Brak and
a leading Judicial authority for Yeminite Jews in Israel
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle
to protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but
as sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Their Honours The Judges of the

Court of the Belz Community Rabbi Avrohom David

For all Chasidei Belz in the World Rabbi of the Od Yosef Chai Congregation
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Rabbi Eliezer Liber Schneelbag Rabbi Doron Achiel

Rabbi of the Edgware Congregation Rabbi of Nezach Yisroel Congregation
Edgware, London, UK London, UK
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Rabbi Reuvan Elbaz Rabbi Gideon Ben Moshe
Dean of Yeshivas Ohr HaChaim Chief Justice, Court of “Yoro Mishpotaich™
Leading Jerusalem mentor to Jewish returnees Posck Hador a leading Judicial authority — Jerusalem
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Rabbi Yaacov Chaim Sofer Rabbi Yehuda Neuzlish
Dean of Yeshivas “Etz HaChaim™ Member, Ashkanazi High Court
Jerusalem Eda Charadis, Jerusalem
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle to
protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but as
sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Chaim Kahan Rabbi Mendel Sovotisht
Rabbi of Congregation Toldas Aharon Rabbi of Congregation Riba”z-Riba™]
Beit Shemesh Beit Shemesh
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Rabbi Naftali Zvi Rotemberg Rabbi Eliyahu Katz
Rabbi of Congregation Ramat Beit Shemesh B’ Rabbi of Congregation Chasidei Satmer
Beit Shemesh g "y Benei Brak il
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Rabbi Shmuel Bransdorfer Rabbi Shlomo Pappenheim
Rabbi of Congregation “Kiriat HaCharadis” Member, Ashkanazi High Court
Beit Shemesh Eda Charadis, Jerusalem
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Rabbi Yaacov Eliyahu Rabbi Aryeh Yudlevitch
Rabbi of the Ramat Eliyahu district Rabbi of Congregation “Mevakshai HaShem”
Rishon LeZiyon R Beit Shemesh
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle to
protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but as
sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Yizchak Fisher Rabbi Meir Posen
Rabbi of the Nachlat Yehuda district Posek Hador relating to Ritual Baths
Rishon LeZiyon Modiin Illit
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Rabbi of Ramat Beit Shemesh A’ Chief Justice, Mehadrin High Court
Beit Shemesh and Rabbi of Chasidei Slonim
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As aresult of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha™ and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle to
protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but as
sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Doniyel HaCohen Stevitsky Rabbi Shimon Abuchazara
Rabbi of Biyalah Congregation
Beit Shemesh son of the Holy “Baba Chaki” and nephew of

Rabbi of the Har Nof district, Jerusalem
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Rabbi Daniyel Biton
Rabbi of “Yoru Mishpatecha L’ Yaacov™
Congregation, Beit Shemesh
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Rabbi' Yizchak Sharabani

Rabbi of Congregation “Torah UTevuna’
Beit Shemesh
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Rabbi Yosef Ben Porat

District Rabbi in Matai Yehuda
Jerusalem

snme

the Holy “Baba Sali” leaders of world Morrocan Jewry
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Rabbi Yizchak Amsolam
Rabbi of Ramat Beit Shemesh A’
Beit Shemesh
RRaplelats

Rabbi Refoel Chaliva
Rabbi of Congregation “Simchas Chaim”
Beit Shemesh
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Rabbi Shmuel Sabach
District Rabbi in the city of Acco
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle to
protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but as
sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Yizchak Chachamov Rabbi Yosef Chen
District Rabbi of Rishin LeZiyon District Rabbi of “Benei Dan”
A 1

3z 2> Ramla 1 om
Rabbi Mordechai Cohen Rabbi Amram Cohen
Lecturer in Yesihvas Ohr VeDerech District Rabbi of “Meor Chaim”
Jerusalem Zefat
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Rabbi Yigal Yosef Rabbi Yosef Garlitski
Rabbi of East Rishon LeZion Rabbi of Central Tel Aviv
Rishon LeZiyon . Wn ﬁv
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Rabbi Yaacov Nemesh Rabbi Reuvain Dahan
Chief Justice of Baklan District Rabbi of Ramat Eliyahu
Be’er Sheva Rishon LeZiyon
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Declaration of Support from Esteemed Rabbis
December 2007

We the undersigned, out of the depth of our worry for the cemeteries which are in the country of
Romania, and in the other parts of the world, were shocked by the scenes which have been
published in the last few months and weeks and which have shown us cemeteries which have
been sold — over the graves of beloved ones that are buried there and different cemeteries that
have been rented out for agricultural use and on the tombs of our ancestors grow weeds and wild
animals kick the tombstones and graves.

In addition to this there has been brought to us photographs of cemeteries which are broken into
and unprotected on every side and the precious tombstones are desecrated. It would appear that
under the present sole and exclusive management of the Jewish Federation there everything has
become abandoned and breached and there is no authoritative Jewish legal guidance or authority.

As a result of the above we are very happy to hear that there passed before the Romanian Senate a
proposal of a law to amend the Statute of 2002 — that transferred to the Jewish Federation of
Romania the exclusive rights to change the use of Holy Sites for commercial real estate.

We support the correction of this injustice by this amendment to the existing Statute by the
addition of a clause to that self-same Statute to be passed in the Romanian Parliament to the
effect that the Romanian Government and worldwide Jewish Organisations will be partners in the
management of the graves of out ancestors together with the local Jewish Federation.

We concur with the opinion of Rabbi Dovid Shmidal, Chairman of the International Organisation
for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha” and with the organisations of other Rabbis who dedicate
themselves to the protection of Jewish Cemeteries, who emphasis the point that in those countries
where in the past there were large and powerful Jewish communities who were led by great
Rabbis, nowadays there are no actual religious leadership or supervision and therefore one has to
rely upon great Rabbis from outside of Romania who have the experience required in dealing
with graveyards and their tombstones and not to allow this matter to be dealt with exclusively by
those who do not understand the subject nor have the experience in dealing with a matter so
delicate and complicated. Such is Romania and therefore it is important for us to clarify that we
support the passing of this important amendment of the law by the Romanian Parliament.

Likewise, we fully support the actions of Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Organisation
of Jews in Romania and of the Ohel Soroh Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of the
Organistion of Jews of Romanian Descent in America and Canada with regard to their struggle to
protect the cemeteries and their identity according to Jewish law and tradition. According to
Jewish law cemeteries as consecrated ground cannot be treated as mere real estate for profit but as
sacred ground on which should be appointed specialist rabbis to manage them.

Rabbi Zvi Davidowitz Rabbi Yisroel Yaacov Landa
District Rabbi of Ramat Beit Shemesh A’ Rabbi of the Satmer Congregation
Beit Shemesh Be’er Sheva
PT™MT X g Bl
Rabbi Yosef Are’el Rabbi Shlomo Monderer
Chief Rabbi of the Matai Yehuda District Rabbi Kiriat HaCharadis

.1 o7 Beit Shemesh
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Rabbi Tuvia Dinkel Rabbi Noson Kopshitz
Rabbi Kiriat HaCharadis Rabbi Kiriat HaCharadis
Beit Shemesh Beit Shemesh

P10 Pwop A
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Perlstein Rabbi Amram Hoffman
District Rabbi of Ramat Beit Shemesh A’ Rabbi of North Jerusalem
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Signatures of the Holy Grand Rabbis of the Chasidim
(in alphabetical order)

Signed: Shmuel Rosengarten Signed: Chaim Yechiel Roitman
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Signed: Chgim Zvi Shapira

e /

Moshe Frankel
Grand Rabbi of Botashan, (Jerusalem)
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Yaacov Moskowitz
Grand Rabbi of Shotz/Suceava

Signed with blessings
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Dov Berish Panet
Grand Rabbi of Dez’, (Jerusalem)
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Yechiel Panet
Grand Rabbi of Dez’, (Benei Brak)
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Responsa of the Rishon LeZion Emeritus Chief Rabbi of the National-Religious of the
State of Israel — Jerusalem.

02/6511439
Rabbi Mordechai Eliayahu

Regarding the Graves of our Ancestors in Romania

Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman asked the Great Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu:

Question 1: Is it permitted to sell empty areas in cemeteries where there exists a
doubt if there are graves there or not?
Answer: No

Question 2: Has the honoured Rabbi been asked for halachic guidance recently in the
matter of Romanian cemeteries in a manner such as “Is it permissible to sell empty
sections if there exists a doubt as to whether there are graves or not or to rent out
cemeteries where there are tombstones for agricultural use?”

Answer: No

Responsa dated 6 January 2008

Rabbi Yosef Eliyahu has said in the name of his father Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu,
appointed by the State of Israel as the former Chief Rabbi, and whose Jewish legal
decisions are binding on all National-Religious Jews, has declared that the
information published by Rabbi Menchem Cohen (inter alia in the newspaper
“Haaretz” in Israel) that he consulted with his father Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu
regarding the matter of the cemeteries in Romania and that the Rabbi granted leave to
sell empty parts of those cemeteries — are totally false and unfounded and no-one has
asked for a legal decision from the Rabbi and he has never permitted any such sales.

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu
Rabbi Yosef Eliyahu
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We have heard from an eye witness, and there has been produced to us shocking
photographs of the sad condition and the lawlessness that exists in the Jewish cemeteries
located in the cities of the State of Romania, which are at present under the exclusive
management of the Jewish Federation of Romania. Some of the sites in the cemeteries
have been sold to private individuals and some have been rented out to farmers who grow
there various produce. Many of the cemeteries are exposed on all sides and the
tombstones desecrated, and wild animals roam at will, and the contempt and neglect
scream out to the Heavens!!

Therefore, we wish to awaken all those who have power and influence to legislate in the
Romanian Parliament that cemeteries should come under the jurisdiction of Jewish
organisations headed by learned Rabbis who will administer all affairs according to the
instructions of outstanding Rabbinical authorities, and the Romanian Government should
be partners in this administration under the legal authority given it by the Statute for the
Protection of Jewish Holy places in such a way that undesirable organisations will be
unable to have control.

Blessed be the Chairman of the Society of Jews in Romania and the founder and director
of the “Ohel Soroh” Trust, Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, and the Chairman of the Society of
Jews of Romanian Descent living in the United States of America and Canada, Rabbi
Dovid Kahan, who work with devotion for the maintenance of Jewish cemeteries in
Romania according to the laws of the Holy Torah.

All those who act and help others act in this important matter should be blessed from He
Who dwells in Heaven with all the blessings of the Bible, in the merit of the holy ones
who are buried there, and the Holy One Blessed Be He should resurrect the dead speedily  .oman movs

in our days. ‘mm;
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Written and signed by the Supreme Court of the Belz Community in the Land of Israel nm":;';’::fiﬂ?;
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Signed: Shmuel Rosengarten Signed: Chaim Yechiel Roitman 3 cvamn M
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Signed: Chaim Zv

Jerusalem:

i Shapira 4 ltzhak Sholal §:.
Tel. 02-5019888
Fax. 02-5019860

P.O.B. 6712 Zip 91006

O‘ Bnei-Brak:
6 Haadmor Mi"Belz St.

Telefax.03-5786762

Ashdod:

. e 3 Mevo hatanaim St.
| alSO_]Oll’l in and concur Telefax. 08-8664843
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Rabbi Yosef Shalom Eliyashiv
Posek HaPoskim — The Leading

World Authority on Jewish Law and Practice
For all World Jewry
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I concur with the opinion of Rabbi Michoel Dovid Shmidel, of the International
Organisation for Jewish Cemeteries “Atra Kadisha”, that it is the obligation and responsibility
of Governments to fulfil all the international obligations with regard to cemeteries and
heritage sites, and to fulfil every moral duty that human decency demands from them. It is
forbidden, and indeed impossible, for Governments to evade their responsibility by
transferring cemeteries to whichever local Jewish bodies exist.

It is a duty upon the Government to remain in control in order to supervise and ensure that the
cemeteries are not harmed.

The correct representative with regard to cemeteries located in communities where the
survivors are dispersed, and acceptable to all, are the international Jewish organisations for
the protection of cemeteries. These are they who accept the authority of the great Rabbis who
are accepted by those of world Jewry who keep their traditional heritage.

Signed by me

e

E.Bakshi-Doron
Rishon LeZion Emeritus Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel
President of the “Binyan Av” Institutions.
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To our Honourable Members of tha =se——— Romania. == -_ —

Our Honoured Ones. Peace be wit B Youl!

As a descendent of the city of & = e e —egvasitim=—m S =
Romania, therc has been brougls = - X0 o Al W ETS O E—
peace of mind of millions of J& mes————— =5 general B —sw—

hundreds of thousands of Jews of o omanian <« -

photagraphs of how the cemeteri < —=—— === of owr == w F—— ————c—————
Judges and pious ones, both me—=— —=m=—a of stz r—~ ==

obliterated, all this [or monetary g =————ame —a m!!

Cemeteries are being treated a8 U3 —wme_ —=c"ugh they~ T——
gstate o construct residential anc® a——ommerc # == B
all large and sacred cemeteries ha=e——" —m=——= heenscl <« === -

These facts shock us to the depl. === ofthe sor 1 = 3B

understanding why and how such ———m gaanis = % = __ e
a shameful manner the graves of T " ——=pe =D5¢ Whe R ———m

of the Children of Isracl is forbi«—  —==——R¢n in (sS €= = = —————mm————————————
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alas!!!

With every language of CNUCAtY o g ——me—= ask o[ & = = = I
blessed influence in this matter- —=— o legisla®a—

Government and international Je < == =sh organ X > === —
the cemeteries of our fathers, togea=— —af ~—Fer with T a ——

be a situation where anyone can B e = simply W 3 = T———————

We completely rely on and suppr<———sm 1 e Moy 1 <= I E—
for the sake of Heaven, Rabbi Ell v s———ms hu Kaufrm= = =—m =—

and the founder and director of Ll ———m—or “Ohel S r—=——" J—
the Society of Jews of Romani === —=s==—a Descen ©T I e eeesee—
represent us in everything apper® —=——=mme —=@ning fo =t s=——
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Signed with blessings

12732 phmn
( ’(% KA T -.'\'l T ———Rn ;;’
'mw& .‘-\. e ] -
-“"t‘"?l‘r 0 T ———mnn I TN e
Yaacov Moscowut:r \ 2 7“ — — il i
Lo «®
-"‘_4-,.:__— —— - ,1y
- ==
11 Admovei Shott St. - e
Bowi Brag, 51643 'E Israel A 03677 R S e—

L2262 TaRbETA e



Prabdi  fcob o Moshowit DLMPOND 2y

- ; o et s P P Yl -
%WM @y (—%aﬁ pRED .
PBowei ’QBmy, % S raed vhpuwwagen

December 26, '07 .Y/ 11 P43 13 prob nrew e nao —
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To our Honourable Members of the Romanian Government
Our Honoured Ones. Peace be with You!!

As a descendent of the city of Suceava situated in the district of Bokavina in the State of
Romania. there has been brought to cur aticntion very distressing news, which steals the
peace of mind of millions of Jews generally and from me and our community and from
hundreds of thousands of Jews of Romanian descent.in particular, W¢ have seen piciures and

photographs of how the cemeterics of our fethers and the cemcteries of great Jews, Rabbis, o~
Judges and pious ones, both men of stature ard the simple Jew are being plowed and '
obliterated, all this for monetary gain!! o~

Cemeteries arc being treated as though they were private assets and have been sold as real
estate 1o construct residential and commercial buildings. agricultural holdings, and worst of
all large and sacred cemeteries have been scld as pasture land for animals.

These facts shock us to the depth of the soul — can it be possible?!!? We are incapable of
understanding why and how such a greal injustice as this can be allowed - to desecrate in such
a shameful manner the graves of those who are burivd, something which according to the law
of the Children of Israel is forbidden in cssence, The land of Romania which absorbed so
much Torah and fear of Heaven from its distinguished inhabitants and now today unworthy
peoplc come and evict these Jews from their graves in order 1o make business out of them -
alag!!!

With every language of entreaty we ask of our Honoured Oncs and anyone who can use their
blessed influence in this matter to legislatc in the Romanian Senate that the Romanian

Government and inrornational Jewish organisations should be partners in the supervision of P
the cemeteries of our fathers, together with the local Jewish Federation, so that there will not
be a situation where anyone can do simplv what they want. -

We completely rely on and support the remendous actions of thosc who deal in this matier
for the sake of Heaven, Rabbi Eliyahu Kaufman, Chairman of the Society of Jews in Romania
and the founder and director of the “Ohel Soroh™ Trust and Rabbi Dovid Kahan, Chairman of
the Society of Jews of Romanian Descent living in the United States of America, who
represent us in everything appertaining to the preservation of the cemeteries in accordance
with Jewish Law. May they coptinue with their holy work and do whatever may be necessary
to ensure that these cometeries should not be transformed into commercial tools to line the

pockets of private pecple. i ~
A
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