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MEMORANDUM INTERN

De la: Nadia Ionescu, director 14, o320 &
Catre: Domnul Mihai Unghianu, Secretar general adjunct al rei Deputatilor
Tema: Marcarea Zilei Internationale a Democratiei de catre Parlamentul

Romaniei - 15 septembrie 2008

Printr-o scrisoare adresatd domnuiui Bogdan Olteanu, Presedintele
Camerei Deputatilor, domnul Ferdinando Casini, Presedintele  Uniunii
Interpariamentare, a avansat propunerea de a fi organizate actiuni, la nivelul
institutiei parlamentare, care s4 marcheze ziua de 15 septembrie ca
Zi Internationald a Democratiel.

15 septembrie a fost stabiliti ca Zi Internationala a Democratiei de catre
Adunarea Generald a Natiunilor Unite, la sfarsitul anului 2007. Importanta
simbolic a datei de 15 septembrie este legati de momentul istoric al adoptarii
de catre Uniunea Interparlamentara, a Declaratiei Universale privind
Democratia, cu ocazia celei de-a 161-a sesiuni, din septembrie 1997.

parlamentele, ca institutii fundamentale ale democratiei, in care sunt
reprezentate toate componentele societdtii si care au puterea si mijloacele
necesare pentru a exprima vointa poporului prin adoptarea legislatiei si
controlul guverndrii, sunt incurajate de Uniunea Interparlamentard sa
marcheze ziua de 15 septembrie prin actiuni care sa atraga atentia asupra
locului parlamentului in sistemele democratice.

Propunem:

- Birourile Permanente ale Camerei Deputatilor si Senatului
si analizeze si s& dispuna cu privire la marcarea Zilei
Internationale a Democratiei prin actiuni precum:

Directia General& Afaceri Externe
Tel: 4141875; Fax: 4141877, e-mail: dropi@cdep.ro.




Redactat I.S.

prezentarea in plen a unor declaratii de catre
reprezentantii grupurilor politice;

organizarea zilei portilor deschise pentru elevi,
studenti si cetateni interesati, de citre Directia de
relatii publice si Centrul International de
Conferintei;

postarea pe pagina de internet a Camerei
Deputatilor a Declaratiei Universale privind
Democratia, de céatre Directia pentru tehnologia
informatiei si comunicatiilor.

TOR,

onescu
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Geneva, 11 June 2008
International Day of Democracy - 15 September

Dear Mr. President,

Few would dispute that a strong parliament is a vital sign of a healthy democracy. Parliament is after all the
central institution within a democracy through which the will of the people is expressed, laws are passed and
government is held to account. While the existence of a parliament may not in itself guarantee democracy,
there can be no democracy without a parliament.

That is why we would like to encourage your parliament to mark the first international Day of Democracy
this coming 15 September by some activity that could highlight the place of parliament in a democracy.

As you may know, the United Nations General Assembly established late last year this new International Day
to celebrate democracy. Highly symbolically, the date coincides with the adoption, in September 1997, of
the IPU Universal Declaration on Democracy. : :

We take the liberty of attaching a Note listing objectives and activities that your parliament may wish to
consider when preparing for the day. The ‘Inter-Parliamentary Union is at your disposal to provide
documentary and advisory support. For example, we will be pleased to make available several copies of IPU
publications on democracy to parliaments planning to celebrate the day.

Mr. Bogdan Olteanu

President of the Chamber of Deputies
Camera Deputatilor

Palatul Parlamentului

N° 1-3, Sector 5

050711 Bucharest

Romania

Fax: +4021 402 21 49

e-mail: secretar.general@cdep.ro

cc: Mr. Titu Gheorghiof, Secretary General of the Chamber of Deputies

Mr. lon Solcanu, Senator, President of the Romanian Inter-Parliamentary Group
Mrs. Cristina Dumitrescu, Secretary of the Inter-Parliamentary Group of Romania
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PROPOSALS FOR PARLIAMENTS TO CELEBRATE THE FIRST
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY
15 SEPTEMBER 2008

Objectives:
This day would be an opportunity for parliaments to:

» Emphasize the importance of democracy, what it involves, the challenges it faces as well as the
opportunities it offers, and the central responsibility that all parliaments have as the key institution of
democracy;

¢ Examine and discuss how well parliament performs its democratic functions, possibly on the basis of
a self-assessment, and identify what steps it may take to strengthen its effectiveness.

Proposed activities:

Parfiaments could organize some form of event on democracy on 15 September (or as close thereto as
feasible in the light of circumstances). Such an event could take multiple forms such as:
s Day of “open doors" in Parliament, when students and interested citizens could observe the
parliamentary proceedings of the day;
s Special debate in parliament focusing on ways of making parliament and the political process more
representative, transparent, accessible, accountable and effective, i.e. more democratic;
» National review of progress made in meeting international commitments in the area of democracy
and human rights, with a focus on areas for future efforts;
» Reading of the Universal Declaration on Democracy and/or adoption of a parliamentary resolution or
declaration marking the International Day of Democracy;
» Joint session / video-conference among two or more parliaments, addressing a democracy-related
issue of common interest.

Parliaments may obtain copies of the IPU’s democracy-related publications. Orders of up to 50 copies will
be sent free of charge. For more than 50 copies, the cost of shipping and a nominal fee per publication will
be charged. Please contact IPU for more details.

Periodicals and documents
- International Day of Demacracy leaflet (2008)
- World of Parliaments special issue on Democracy {2008)
- Universal Declaration on Democracy (1997)
- Declaration on criteria for free and fair elections (1994)
- Panorama of parliamentary elections (2008)

Women in Politics poster (2008)

- Parliament and democracy in the twenty-first century: A guide to good practice (2006)
- Free and fair elections (2006)

- Tools for parliamentary oversight (2008)

- The parliamentary mandate (2000)

- Democracy: lts principles and achievements (1998)



