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SR G eRen privind participarea la

Pelinighda Bniisiei pentru mediu agriculturd, probleme locale si

reglaale, a Adunirii Parlamentare a Consiliului Europei{A.P.C.E.)
{Paris, 10 iunie 2008)

La 10 iunie 2008, s-a desfdsurat, la Paris, reuniunea Comisiei
pentru mediu, agriculturd, probleme locale si regionale a Adunarii
Parlamentare a Consiliului Europei (A.P.C.E.), la care au participat domnul
deputat Laurentiu Mironescu, membru al Delegafiei Parlamentului
Roméaniei la A.P.C.E. i raportor al Comisiei gi doamna Nadia lonescu,
secretara Delegatiei Parlamentului Romaniei la A.P.C.E.

Lucrdrile Comisiei au debutat cu dezbaterea raportului
parlamentarului romén Laurentiu Mironescu, privind .Lupta
impotriva deteriordrii mediului marin al Marii Negre”. In
prezentarea raportului parlamentarul romdn a atras atentia
asupra principalelor cauze ale poludrii Marii Negre si asupra
efectelor acesteia, amintind totodata si initiativele la nivelul
cooperarii intre statele riverane. fn urma dezbaterilor a fost
admis¥ si recomandarea din raport referitoare la stoparea
activitatilor ce aduc atingere mediului in zonele protejate si
adiacente Miarii Negre, cu referire directd la ruta navigabila
Dunire-Marea Neagri, pe Canalul Béastroe. Raportul urmeazd s
fie prezentat plenului Adunérii, in prima zi a lucrdrilor celei de a
treia parti a Sesiunii A.P.C.E.

in continuare, membrii Comisiei au avut ¢ audiere pe tema crizei
alimentelor indusd de biocombustibili, la care au participat specialisti din
cadrul Comisiei Europene si Organizatiel Natiunilor Unite pentru
Alimentatie si Agricultura.

De asemenes, au avut loc schimburi de vedere pe marginea
raportului parlamentarului german Herman Scheer, referitor la mediu §i




sursele alternative de energie si asupra Declaratiei Comisiei pentru
sustinerea Zilei Mondiale a Combaterii Degertificarii, etc.

in incheierea lucrdrilor, membrii Comisiei au discutat proiectul
programulul conferintel pe tema mediului §i sdndtdti, aflatd n

organizarea Comisiei si care urmeazd s3 aibd loc Tn decembrie 2008, la
Strasbourg.

Laurentiu Mironescu, deputat PD

Red. Nadia Ionescu, director, secretara Delegatiei Parlamentului Romaniei Iz A.P.C.E.
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The fight against harm to the environment in the Black Sea

Draft recommendation
Rapparteur: Mr Laurantiu MIBRCONESCU, Romania, EPR/GD

1. The Black Sea is an area of crucial impornance for Europe, considering s gecgraphical
lecation and its socio-economic, cultural and environmenial attributes. In fact, it is located at the
frontiers of both geographical Europe {Council of Europe) and the European Union and represants a
bridge between diffarant cultures and religions.

2. Tha Bilack Sea was once one of Eurapa's most bountifut fisheties. Industrialisation and the
ragicnal population explosion have caused overfishing, eutrophication {the introduction of exsessive
nuiriants into a body of water, encouraging algal growth and further decreasing the concentration of
dissolved oxygen in the water) and the flow of chemical and radioactivs poisons into the sea. Now
this body of water, onge an impottant source of food and recreation, is in danger of becoming an
unprecedented ecalogical disastar,

3 This s why co-operation can and must be increased among tha riparian States at the
national, ragiongl and local igvels to combat hamm to the environment and improve the well-being of
tha inhabitants of these countries.

4, The Assembly recalls that there are already a number of co-operation structuras in the Black
Sea region, some of them dealing with fields extending far beyond that of the environment. At the
governmerntal level we might mantion the Black Sea Economic Co-oparation (BSEC) {which also has
a parilamentary dimension, the PABSEC), the Energy Community of South-East Europa, the Black
Sea Regional Enargy Centre (BSREC), the Commizsion on the Protection of the Black Sea against
Follution (Black Sea Comimission), etc, and ai tha regional level the Balkan and Black Sea Regional

Commission, whose objective is to encourage dialogue and co-operation betwseen sub+State spheres
of government.

5. Tha Assembly regrets however that the Bucharsst Declaration, signad in 1985 by the
countries through which the Danube flows, is geared to measuring and controlling the lavel of
pollution in this waterway and has had no practical impact, despite iis reinforcement in 1994,

. The Assembly recalls that the six Siates bordering the Black Sea (Russia, Ukraine, Romariz,
Bulgaria, Turkey and Georgia) have signed and ratified the Canvention on the Protection of the Black
Sea against Poliution {Bucharest, 18982}, thus providing the framework for more effective monitoring of
poilutior, and the restoration and congervation of the marine rescurces.

7. The Assembly recalls also that the European Union is currently developing an inifiative known
as the “Black Sea Synergy” as pan of its European Nelghbourhood Policy. This initiative concetns
namedy the anvirohment, maritima policy and fisherias and mainly reliss on transfrontier co-operation.

B. Tha Assembly notes that the sources of the Black Sea's problems are multiple. The rivers
that drain inte the Black Sea bting with thern heavy metals, synthetic organks compounds, oil,
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nutrients, untreated sewage, and radionuclides from Chemobyl. The dams on these rivers, as well as
the need for freshwater for agriculture and domestic purposes, have drastically reduced the amount of
freshwater flowing into the sea, which compounds the exlisting problems and alters the sea's salinity.
Seasids cities are an additional source of unirerted sewage, while their ports are a large source of
both il contarmination and the importation of non-native species. Overexpleitation of the Black Ssa's
fisheries have led to the commercial extinction of 21 of the Sea's 26 species of fish.

g The Assembly notes that the Danube River alone discharges up to 280 tons of cadmium, 60
tons of mercury, 800 tons of copper, 4500 tons of lead, BOOU tons of zine, 1000 tons of chromium and
50,000 tons of oll annually. The other main rivers that flow into the Black Sea, (the Dniepr, Diniestr,
Don, Kuban, Yuzhnyy and Belaya), deposit another 87 tons of cadmium, 1500 tons of copper, B25
tans of lead and 2600 tons of zinc annually. Thesa tivers are also the source of huge amounts of
nitrates and phosphatus, which cause increased algal and piankion blooms, reduction of dissolvad
oxynen concantrations and severe reductions in fish stocks, leading to changes in the foed chain.

10, Tha Assembly therefore considers that the Council of Europe must take steps to reinfarce co-

operation in the Black See ragion at the national, local and regional levels, given that all the riparian
countrias are Council member States.

11. in this connection, if walcomes the Congress's initiative to st up a new Euroregion in the
Black Sea, following the example of the Adriatic Sea Eurcregion. Such a body woukd promate co-
operation among the Black Sea couniries at the lotal and regional levels, help foster sustainable
development, reinforce local autharities' management capacities and encourage exchanges of
expariance among local and regional autharities in order to implament joint projects, ete.

12. The Assembly conzaguently requasts the Committes of Ministers to invite the relevant member
Siates of the Council of Europe to:

12.1. encourage, and if possible to help by financial means, the towns on the shores of the Black
Sea to modarniza their sewage systams;

12.2. encourage Black Sea pors to modemise: their harbour installations in order to drastically
reduce ol pollution from these instaltations,

12.3. improve co-oporation and integration in the field of maritims surveillance with & view o
impraving peilution sontrol on the main maritme routes;

12.4. ensure drastic reductions in the level of paliution of the rivars draining into the Black Sea;
12.5. Refrain from activities which endanger the anvironmant of the protscted spaces around the
Black Sea and cease the ongoing ones, in paricular the so-called “Danube-Black Sea
Mavigation Routa Project in the Ukrainian Part of the Danube Delta.

12,6, promote healthy tourism around the Black Sea, with full respect for the natural heritage;

12.7. encourage increased use of renewable energy sources such as solar, wind and tidal
enargies in the Black Sea region;

12.8. support local quthorities in their offorte at marlne managament in accordance with the
principle of sustainable davelopmant, as well as in thair transfrontier co-operation projects;

12.8. improve supervision of the fishing industry and organise concertsd action fo help rebuild
deplsted fishing stocks;

12.10. reinforce implementation of anvironmental agresmants in the region and introduce
mandatory environmerrtal assessments for all regional projscts;

12.11. instigate any necessary legislative reforms to ensure productive co-opsration at the
regiorat level and therefore actively promote the creatlon of & Black Sea Euraregion.
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The fight against harm to the environment in the Black Sea

Draft axplanatory mamorandum
Raepporteur: Mr Laurentiv MIRDNESCU, Romania, EPP/CD

I Brief daxcription of the Black Sea reglon and key istuss

1. The Black Sea is an area of crucial impertance for Europe, considering its gecgraphical location,
its soci-aconomic, cultural and environmental attributes: it |s located at the frontiers of both geographical
Europe (Council of Europs) and the European Unicn and represants & bridge between different cultures
and religions. Cooperation can and should be increased both among the countries and among the local
and regional authorities around the Black Sea, in arder to imprave the weli-being of the inhabltants of the
region, in particular from the environmental point of view, but also to increase stability and contribute to
the ganeral economical growth.

i General informalion on the region

2. The Black Sea is the word's iargest land-locked and anoxic sea. It has a surface area of 461 000
squara ilometres and its average depth is of 1240 maters, but about 25% is less than 200 meters deep. it
ig finked to the Mediterranean by the Dardanallas, which is a very shallow and very namrow strait,

a The gurfaca water temperature in the Biack Sea vanes seasonally and necgraphically hetween 0
degrees C and 25° C, while the deap water {1000 metears) remains a constant 9* C. The water below 150
maters in depth containg no oxygen and contains high concentrations of hydroagen sulfide (H2S).

4. The Black Sea was once one of the most bountiful fisheries, easity supporting the many
civilizations that grew up on its shares. Industrialization and regicnal population explogion have caused
overfishing, sutrophication (the introduciion of excessive rutrtents into & body of water, encouraging
increased algal growth and further dacreasing the concantration of dissolved meygan in the water), and thes
flow of chemical and radicactive polsans into the sea. Now this body of water, once an imporant source

of food and recreation, is in dangar of becoming a toxic and nearly lifeless place, an ecological disastsr
with few peers.
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i Emnvironmiental problems

B, The sources of the Biack Sea's problems are myniad. The rivers that drain into the Black Sea
bring with them heavy metals, synthetic organic compounds, oil, nuirients, untreated sewage, and
radipnuclides from Chernobyl. The dams on thess rivers, a3 well as the need for freshwater for agricultura
and domestic purposes, have drastically reduced the amount of freshwater flowing into the sea, which
compounds the existing problems and alters the sea's salinity. Seasida cities are an additional source of
untreated sewage, while their ports are a large source of hath oll comamination and the impertation of
non-native species. Overexploltation of the Black Sea's fisheres have led to the commercial axtinction of
21 of 26 spacias of fish.

6. The Darube River alone spews up to 280 tons of cadmium, 60 tons of mercury, 800 tons of
copper, 4500 tons of lead, 6000 tons of zinc, 1000 tons of chromium and 50,000 tons of oil annually. The
other main rivers that feed into the Black Sea, {the Drniepr, Driestr, Don, Kuban, Yuzhnyy and Belaya),
deposit another 87 tons of cadmium, 1500 tons of copper, 825 tons of lead and 2800 tons of 2inc
annually. Thase rivers are also the source of huge amounts of nitraies and phosphorus, which are the
cause of ingreased algal and plankion blooms, reduction on dissalved oxygen concentrations and severe
reductions in the fishery populations lsading o changes in the food chain.

7. The inextricable link batween tha tributary rivers and the Black Sea should also be seen from the
standpeint of the state of the environment at the mouths of the trbutaries. It Is of a particular concarn the
Ukrainkan projact of buiiding a deep-sea canal between the Danubs and the Black Sea on the Kilia and
the Bystroe arms of the rivet, in the heart of the UNESCO protacted Danuba Delta. The preject entails a
likely significant transboundary impact, as revealed by 2006 Repont of the International Inqulry
Commission sat under the UNECE Espoa Coarwention on Environmental impact Assessment in 2
Transboundary Context, The Ukrainlan project is being developed in non-compliance with numerous
imermational norms, despite repeated calls of different international organizations. The Parlamentary
Assembly has alrsady oxpressed its concem cver this situation, in the Resolution 1444(2005) on the
“Protection of the Europsan Deltas”, urging Ukraine, inter alia, “to stop immediately the work on the
construction of the deep water navigation canal until an intemational envirgnmental impact aszessmant
has been conducted and to Implement its conclusions”, and to “obsetve the racommendations of the
ralavant intemational organisations”, demands which have not been fulfilled.

a. The coastal cities and ports ringing the sea are also a huge source of pollution with same cities
like Cdessa pumping raw sewage directly in to the sea, The largest port on the Black Sea, Sevastopel
Bay, has oil concentrations 100 times higher than the maximum permissible concentration than the
Russian Federation water standards allow.

3. Extrama averfishing has led to the commercial extinction of 21 fish species, Including piks, perch,
dodphing, bonito and bBluefish which were quite abundant as recently as 1970. Tha remaining species are
in danger from not anly ecological Issues, but alsc from the persisting inadequats fishing policy.

i, Actions taken to save the Black Ses

10. Whila the destruction of the Biack Sea has not been at all ignorad by those countries bordering it,
only limited concerted action had been taken previous to the early 1880's and the ecological disastier was

ignared intarnationally unfil recently. All Is not lost, however, as thers &ra now many projects in action to
save the Black Sea.

11. As early as 1858 Bulgara, Romanla and the Soviet Union implemented a Convantion en Fishing
in the Black Sea, but not &l of the Black Sea nations signed i. In 1985 the countries crossed by the
Danube signad the Bucharast Declaration in an effort to measure and control the level of pollution in that
waterway, but due to economic and political restraints it has chviously not been as successful as hoped,
slthough the document was strangthened n 1994, In 1982, the six Black Sea countries signed a
Convention for the protection of the Black Sea from poliution, which provided the framework for more
effective monitoring of puliution, and the restoration and conservation of the marina resourcas,

12. In 1983, the six Biack Sea nations signed the Black Sea Environmental Programme (BSEP).
Sponsors for this organization include UNDP's Global Erwironment Facility and the European Commission

2



as well as the governments of France, Ausiria, Netherlands, LUK and Japan. BSEP used the initial funding
to comprehensively study, understand and evaluate the nature and causes of the destruction.

18. Thara is much that neads to be dona. Cities and ports need funding to upgrade harbor facilities
and sewers. All of the nations that inhabit the Black Sea drainage region must rigorously monitor and
control industdal and agricultural waste. This Is very expensive for these nations, some of which are
struggling economically. Also, the fishing industry needs to be brought under pontral. Deapening the
coaparation among all actors involved, at national and regionat level, wauld contribute both o increasa
awareness on these lgsues In the region and possibly improve the environmental siuation.

. Exlsting cooperation Inltiatives and tools

14, Cooperation nitiatives in the Black Sea ragion already exist or are currently under davelopment.
Amonyg them can be mentioned the following ones:

i The Biack Sea Economic Cooperation {BSEC)

15, In 1882, sleven countrias (Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greace, Moldova,
Fomania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine) signed |n istanbu! the Summit Declaration and the Bosphorus
Staterment giving birth 1o the Black Sea Economic Cooparation (BSEC).

6. BSEC came into axistence as a uhigue and promising model of multllateral pelitical and economic
initiative aimed at fostering intaraction and harmony among the member states, as weli as to ensure
peace, stability and prosperity encouraging friendly and good-neighbourly relations in the Black Sea
regian. Its headguartars are in Turkey, in Istanbul.

7. According to its Charter, the BSEC creates a framework for cooparation in the following flalds:
trade and aconomic development; banking and finance; communications; energy; transport; agriculture
ahd agro-industry; health care and pharmaceutics; environmental protection; touriam; scisnce and
technology; exchange of statistical data and economic information; collaboration between cusioms and
other border authorities; human contacts; combating organized crime, Hiclt trafficking of drugs, weapons
and radicactive materials, all acts of terrorism and lllegal migration etc.

18. With the entry Into farcs of its Charier in 1999, BSEC acquired international tegal identity and was

transformed into a full-fledged reglonal economic arganization: the Organization of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation.

18. As far as anvironment protection is concemad, BSEC esteblished an Action Plan for Cooepration
in the Field of Envitonmental Protection, as a general framework to promote copparation among the
BSEC membear countries. Among the main objectivas of the Plan are to sustain the efforis of sach country
in achieving a clean and heaithy amvironmant and 1o contribute to the improvement of the quality of tife in
the ragicn, to promota the integration of the protection of the environment inte the economic and sccial

national policies, and to preserve and manage the region's natural resources in lina with the principles of
sustainable development.

20. The relatad Bodies and affiliated centers to the BSEC are; the Parliamentary Assambly of the
Black Ses Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), the BSEC Business Council, the Black Sea Trade and
Development Bank, the Imtemational Center for Black Sea Studies and the BSEC Coordination Center for
the Exchange of Statistical Data and Economic Information.

i, The Comumission on the Protsclion of the Black Sea Against Pollubion (the Black Sea
Commission)

21, Acting on the mandata of the countries bordering the Black Sea {Bulgaria, Georgia, Homania,
Russian Federation, Turkey and Ukraine) which signad and ratified in1992 the Corwanfion on the
Protection of the Black Sea Against Poliution, the Cormmission on the Protection of the Black Bea Against

Pollution (the Black Sea Commlission) impiesmernts the provigions of the Convention and the Black Sea
Strategic Action Plan.



22, lts main challenges are combating pollution from land-based socurces and maiitime transport,
achieving sustainable managernent of marne lving resources and pursuing sustainable human
devalopment,

23 The secratariat of the commizsion is also located in Turkey, in !stanbul,
iii. The Energy Communily in South-Cast Evrope

24 In the fisld of energy, countries in South East Europe, including Black Sea tiparian ones, have
common goals as, for example, to improve overall energy conservation and efficiency and to reduce an
excessively high anergy imtensity of production cornpared to intemational standards. The curment
fragmentation of energy supply might be overcome through cooperation among the various entities
concemad and through physical connection of the networks. A regional epproach to energy supply,
therafora, wolld offar significant advantages both in terms of improved utitization of existing supply and
production capacities. Major steps have slready been taken over the last coupla of years towards
achiaving thase objoctives in both the electricity and natural gas sectors.

25, The "Energy Commurity Treaty” was signed in Athens on 25 October 2005. The European Union
ardd nine parners of South East Europe created the legel framework for an Integrated energy market,
whose development is coordnated by the European Commission and the Energy Community Secratariat
{established in Vienna). The Treaty entered inte force on 1 July 2006.

28, Amoeng its major commitmants ara:

= to create a regionally integratad energy market for electricity and natural gas networks and to
integrate that market inta the wider EL market;

to eatablish common rules for generation, transmission and distibution of electricity;

to similardy establish comman rules for the transmission, distibution, supply and storage of natural
0as;

to establish state level national energy authorities, reguiators and transmission systam operatars;

to establish compatible state and regional atectricity and natural gas market actlon plans;

embryonic regional level dispute resolution machanisms;

to open the markets in ling with EU commitmants but with & suitable transition pericd.

& & B

iv. The Black Sea Regional Energy Centre (BSAREC)

27. Another cooparation structure devoled to enargy cooperation (n the Slack Sea raglon is the Black
Sea Regignal Energy Centre (BSREC), which was established in 1994 at the joint initiative of the
Eurcpean Commission undar its SYNERGY programme and elaven countries of the BS reglon. Currently,
the BSREC has as members Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgara, Georgia, Greece, Moldova,
Montenegra, Romenia, Russian Fedetration, Serbia, Turkey, Ukralne and “the former Yugoslay Aeapubllc of
Macadonis”™. e activities are aimed at the implementation of the European Union acquis and
harmonlzation of the energy policy of the BS ragion countdes with the EU.

28.  Ameng the main objactives of the BSREC are:

» facilifating the implementation of long/medium term integrated strategy of securty of supply and
sustainable davelopment;

» promoting the market reform, with reference to EU Directives on electricily and gas and to the
Eurcpean Energy Charter;
ehcouraging investrent and funding opportunities in the ensrgy sector of the Black Sea region;
providing co-ordination services for intarnational and bliaterally funded projects addressing the
individual countries and the region;

+ gasing the accass of forelgn and international institutions and companies to the Black Sea region
sountties' energy sectors,



v, Universities cocparalion

24, In 1992, a Romanian academic group took the initlative to set up the Black Sea University
Foundation, a non-polifical and non-profit crganisation. Sines then, Its activity focuzed on training young
researchers, economists, managers, teachers or professionals through post-graduate summer courses.

aq, The Foundation has set up a network of Black Sea universities, drewing inspiration from its
axchanges with the Baltic Sea University {Uppsala) and the University of the Mediterransan Sea {(Rome).

3. The Black Sea Univarsities Network (BSUN} numbers at present more than 100 universities. )t
seeks, among others, o develop a specialisad network of resocurces, programmes and projects dealing
with issues such as anvironmental protectian,

wi. intar-ragional cooperation: the Balkan and Black Sea Regional Commission

32. The Balkan and Black Sea Regional Commission currertly brings together 25 Regians from
Greece, Turkey, Romanla, Croatia and Ukraine. It has speclal pannerships with Serbian, Albanlan,
Bulgaran and Moldevan regions,

33. The cbiactive of the Balkan and Black Sea Regicnal Commission is to encourage dislogue and
cooperation betwesan sub-state spheres of government. The alm is to constitute a lasting institutional
framework to support the integration of thesa areas ant the focus of the Commissions’ activity is put on

strengthening interregional cooperation and developing joint projects in sectors such as transport, the
enviranmant and economic development.

a4, The Secratarlat of the Commission is located in Kavala {Greece).

{1 A Black Sea Euroregion

36, Al the Black Sea riparian countrias are members of the Council of Eurape, whareas only two of
them (Bulgaria and Romania) are members of the European Union, Therefore, while taking into account
the axisting cooperation structures, the Counclt of Europe is in a position fo faciltate a strengthened
cooperation at both national and regional level,

36, In 2008, the Congress of Local and Regional Authontles of the Council of Europe proposed the
craation of a new Euroregion in the Black Saa, foliowing the axample of the Advatic Sea Euroregion which
has been workirng successfully since June 2008, The latter also was an inftiative of the Cengress,

supportad by the Assembly in Resolutinn 1446 (2005) on cooperation and sustainable development in the
Adriatic basin.

ar. The Congress has organisad three important conferences on this izsue: in Constanta {Romania)
in March 2008, in Samsun (Turkey) in November 2006 ang th Odessa (Ukraine) in June 2007, They were
also attended by representatives of the Committsa on tha Environment, Agricuture and lLocal and
Regional Affalrs, which supports this new initiative of the congress to create a Black Sea Euroregion.

38. The Corfarence in Gonstanta stressed the significant contribution of the European Framework
Convention on the rans-barder co-operation of tha lacal autharities (Madrid, 1980) ta the reinforeement of
the regional co-operation in Europe and reaffirmed the link exieting betwean trans-national regional co-
operation and the irterdemoacratic stability and sustainable development of the regions concerned. it also
stressad that the natural or conventional borders should not prevent the development of exchanges,
bonds and dialogue among the peoples, and civilizations n the Black Sea area, aimad at promoting the
peaceiul co-existence in multi-ethnic socletles and the valua of muitt-culturalism,

ag. The Conference asked the Congress to contribute i the creation of & Euroregion along the lines
of the Adnatic Eurcregion, providing the tiparlan courtries of the Black Sea with an instrument
establishing an effactive dialogue and co-operation among the local and regional authorties, as well as

concertad and intagrated approaches fo the ragion's problems It also identified the aims to be considared
for the Black Sea Euroregicn praject:



promoting the co-operation among the Black Sea countiies at local and regional level
conzolidating the democratic stability and promaoting good governance,

» contribluting to the promotion of suetaihable devalopment, including impraved social and economic
cohesion,

» ernhancing the development of mutual relations between residents and ingtitutions n this area, as a
pracondition for belter knowledge, understanding and co-operation;
making better use of regional resources to strengthen local authorities' management skills,
fostering an effective exchange of experience in |ldentifying sustainable financial rescurces for
gommon projects of local and regiona! autharities, including assisiance programmes developed by the
ELU:

» gontributing to the promotion of exercising of the gitizen™s rights to participate in the public
administration at local leval.

40, it finally took note of Romania’s offer to support the setting up of a permansent Secretariat of the
future Black-Sea Euroregion.

41, The next Conference, held in Samsun In November 2008, focused on the proteciion of tha
environment, biodiversity and flshing for safeguarding the sustainakility of the fragile ecosystam of the sea
and of the principal rivers of the Basin and debated, among other issues, the investment for renewable
energy production, the protection of the saa and of the rivers of the hasin through preventing oil-zpills and
of the discharge of waste water, the management of matltime transport risks, the integrated management
of coastal areas, the promotion of sustainable tourism, the devslopmant of inter-cuftural and social
cohesion co-operation inltiatives, the migration management, the establishment of good govemance
practices for consolidating democratic stability, the efficient uga of reglonal resources for helping local
authorities to discharge thelr management duties and the need for effective exchange of information in
otder to find financiat resources for co-oparation projects.

42, The Confererce in Samsun underiined that the Black Sea Basin is an area where national and
intesmational organisations — namaely, the Black Sea Economic Co-operation Organisaiion {BSEC) and the
Patliamantary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Co-operation Organtsation (PABSEC) - intervens to
foster economic co-operation but stressed that, nevartheless, thera is stlll & strong need for implementing
at local and reginnal leval the initiatives conceived at such level. Globalisation bairg a phenomenon that
can be tackled by Increasing interegional cooperation iniiatives, local and reglonal authorties coukd
comribute not only to economiic co-operation, but also to mutilateral initiatives in the snvironmental, social
and cultural sactors. It also gave a high appreclation for the ongolng cooperation established with the
Pariamentary Assembly of the Coungil of Eurcpe for the success of the initiative.

43, In June 2007 a third conference was held in Odessa (Ukraine). It stressed the usefulness of a
close interaction of the Euroregion with the Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Co-operation {BSEC)
in view of the shared common goal, which is maeting the practical needs of the populations of the Black
Sea Ragion. The Odessa Confarence invited all potential partners of the Euroregion to contribute to the
definition of an adequate statutory framework for the future Eurgregion's structufe, taking inte account the
tifferent levels of local and ragional govermments while respecting the institutional and legal framework of
the countries concemed. It asked the Congress to co-ordinate the preparation of & draft Statdie of the

Black Ses Euroregion in co-operation malnly with the technical unit alteady operational within the
Constanta County Coungil.

44, On the basis of the proposals submitted by the Constanta County Council and the municipality of
Odassga, the Congrass drew up a preliminary draft Instrument laying dewn the general principles
governing the Euroreglon. At the preparetory mesting for the Act of Constitution of the Black Sea
Eurcregion (Strasbourg, 18 March 2008), the pariclpants discussaed and amended the draft instrument |h
the light of their own views and the opinign of the Council of Europe jurisconsult. Among other aspects,
they asked the authorites in Constanta to bring the amendad draft instrument in line with Bomanian
legislation so as to mast the procedural requiremenis for the Euroregion's legal seat to be in Romania.

They dlsc agread that the Euroregion would have three focal points, e in Constanta, Odesza and
Samsun,



45, At the Strasbourg mesting, |t was convened that the launching conference of the Euroregion
would take place in Yama {Bulgara). Consaquently, the Vama Conference, scheduled for 26 September
2008, will be tha lagt in the saries of the evants aiming at establishing the Biack Sea Eurgregion, befors its

future operafiongtization. On this ocecaslon, the signature of the Constituert Act of the Euroragion is
equally foreseen.

V. Conclusions

46, Craating a Black Sea Euroragion, similar to the Addatic Euroregion, could make a significant
contribution in stimulating the democratic process and in the promotion of good governance and
strengthening security and stability in the area. 1t would contribute o the promotion of sustainable
developmant, through Improved social and economic cohesion, and co-operation.

47. The Assemmbly should giva its full suppoert to the inftiative of the Congress to create such a

Euroregion and should encourage national parfaments 1o proceed with all necessary legislative reforms
for an efficient cooperation at regional laval,



