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Domnule Secretar General,

Referitor la nota Nr. 603 BP din 16.09.2008, prin care se solicita un aviz al comisiei
noastre privind oportunitatea asocierii Parlamentului Romaniei la Adunarea Parlamentard
Mediteraneand, document ce urmeazi a fi fnaintat spre examinare Birourilor permanente reunite,
vi transmitem, aldturat, opinia comisiei:

o competentele Comisiei pentru Afaceri Europene privesc politicile si spatiul Uniunii

~ Europene;

o 1n cadrul diplomatiei parlamentare, Comisia pentru Afaceri Europene a Parlamentului
Roméniei - ca stat membru UE, sustine, in limitele sale de competentd, orice initiativd
menita a dezvolta cooperarea interparlamentard care si ajute la elaborarea si implementarea
prioritiilor, strategiilor si politicilor Uniunii Europene. In acest sens mentionim ci una
dintre priorititile majore ale Politicii de Vecinitate a Uniunii Europene, prezentatd de DL
Sarkozy, Presedintele Republicii Franceze, cu prilejul lansirii oficiale la Reuniunea de la
Paris (13.07.08) a ,Uniunii pentru Mediterana - continuarea Procesului Lisabona”, sub
auspiciile Presedintiei Uniunii Europene, este consolidarea dialogului si relatiilor in zona
euro-mediteraneend, in vederea obtinerii unui parteneriat strns in politica externd si de
securitate. RomAnia, in calitatea sa de stat membru UE, este rep rezentatd la Adunarea
Parlamentard Euro-Mediteraneani (APEM) de o delegatie constituitd din trei membri, avand
drepturi depline;

o in evaluarea oportunititii asocierii Parlamentului Roméniei la Adunarea Parlamentard
Mediteraneand trebuie avutd In vedere realizarea unui echilibru intre obtinerea unei
plusvalori in procesul de dezvoltare si consolidare a dialogului politico-diplomatic in bazinul
mediteranean si al Marii Negre si evitarea unor suprapuneri determinate de faptul ci
preocupdrile si problematica aflatd in dezbatere la Adunarea Parlamentard Euro-
Mediteraneans sunt intr-o mare miasurd aceleasi cu cele dezvoltate in cadrul Adunirii
Parlamentare Mediteraneene.

o Comisia pentru Afaceri Europene va acorda sprijin delegatiei APM, pe domeniul siu de
expertiz, in cazul in care Parlamentul Roméniei va fi asociat la Adunarea Parlamentara
Mediteraneana.

Cu deosebiti stimi,

Domnului Titu Nicolae GHEORGHIOF, Secretar General
CAMERA DEPUTATILOR
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MEMORANDUM INTERN

De la: Nadia Ionescu, director 7 i 0. 03008
Catre: Domnul Mihai Unghianu, Secretar general adjun Camerei Deputatilor
Tema: Oportunitatea asocierii  Parlamentului Romaniei la Adunarea

Parlamentara Mediteraneana

in 1990, sub auspiciile Uniunii Interparlamentare, statele riverane Marii
Mediterane au lansat un ciclu de Conferinte privind Securitatea si Cooperarea
in zona Mediteraneand (CSCM). In urmatorii zece ani au fost organizate trei
conferinte, in 1992 (Malaga), in 1995 (Valetta) si in 1999 (Marsilia),
participantii reclaméand, de fiecare datd, instituionalizarea procesului, fapt
concretizat cu ocazia celei de a treia Conferinte, la Marsilia, unde s-a hotdrat
constituirea Adunirii Parlamentare Mediteraneene (APM).

intr-o etap# ulterioard, in februarie 2005, la Conferinta de la Naflplion,
din Grecia, a fost finalizat si adoptat Statutul organizatiei.

Obiectivul principal al Adunarii Parlamentare Mediteraneene este
de a deveni centru parilamentar de excelenta pe probleme specifice
zonei mediteraneene si, in acest sens, si-a propus sa functioneze
complementar cu celelalte institutii si organizatii regionale.

Conform Statului, Adunarea Parlamentara Mediteraneana reuneste, pe 0
bazi egalitard, atat sub aspectul reprezentdrii (cinci membri pentru fiecare
delegatie permanent3), cét si sub aspectul dreptului la vot, state riverane Marii
Mediterane. Statele fara deschidere la Marea Mediterana, dar care au
interese in zond, pot participa in calitate de membri asociati,
beneficiind fiecare de cate trei locuri in Adunare, fira a avea insa drept
de vot.

Mentiondm cd, in prezent, din cele 25 de state membre ale Adunarii
Parlamentare Mediteraneene, 7 sunt state membre ale Uniunii Europene, din
care 3 (Franta, Grecia si Italia) fac parte din conducerea organizatiei.

Directia Generala Afaceri Externe
Tel: 4141875; Fax: 4141877; e-mail: dropi@cdep.ro.



Totodat8, Adunarea Parlamentara Mediteraneand este in proces de a
formaliza statutul de membru asociat pentru Marea Britanie, Federatia Rusa,
SUA si Germania.

Conform Regulamentului, Adunarea Parlamentard Mediteraneand se
reuneste cel putin o datd pe an in sesiune plenara.

De la infiintare, Adunarea Parlamentara Mediteraneand s-a reunit in
sesiuni plenare de doud ori, in Iordania, in septembrie 2006, si in Malta, in
noiembrie 2007. La cea de-a doud sesiune plenard, Parlamentul Romaniei a
fost reprezentat de domnul senator Razvan Theodorescu (PSD).

Adunarea Parlamentard Mediteraneana@ are in structura sa un Birou-
organ cu rol de coordonare, format din opt reprezentanti, desemnati pe o baza
paritard, patru din tdrile sud-mediteraneene si patru din tarile nord-
mediteraneene, trei comisii permanente (Comisia pentru cooperare politica si
securitate; Comisia pentru cooperare economicd, sociala si probleme de
mediu; Comisia pentru dialog intre civilizatii si drepturile omului) si un
Secretariat General cu sediul in Malta.

Prin statut, Adunarea isi rezerva dreptul de a constitui Comisii ad-hoc
sau ,Task force-uri” speciale care sa colaboreze pe probleme stringente.

Limbile de lucru ale APM sunt engleza, franceza si araba.

Avand in vedere:

- atentia manifestatd, la nivelul Uniunii Europene, in plan
politico-diplomatic general, asupra bazinului mediteranean si
bazinului Méarii Negre, in contextul Politicii Europene de
Vecinatate si Parteneriat;

- interesul pentru identificarea si dezvoltarea unor bune
practici, cu caracter unitar, la nivelul celor doud regiuni
(Parlamentul Roméniei este deja membru cu drepturi depline
in APCEMN si APEM);

- disponibilitatea si interesul manifestate la nivelul conducerii
Adunirii Parlamentare Mediteraneene, fatd de o eventuala
asociere a Parlamentului Romaniei,

Propunem:

- Birourile Permanente ale Camerei Deputatilor si Senatului sa
analizeze si si decidd cu privire la oportunitatea participarii
Parlamentului Roméniei, printr-o delegatie permanenta
formata din trei parlamentari (respectdndu-se spectrul politic
si echilibrul de gen), la lucrarile, Adunarii Parlamentare
Mediteraneene, in calitate de asociat;

Redactat 1.S.
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Btimats doamna director,

La adresa dvs. nr. 62a/850 din 29 mai 2008, referitoars 12 solicitarea Punctului de vedere
privind oportunitatea une; eventuale asocieri g Parlamentuly; Romaéniei iz Adunarea

arlamentarg Mediteraneané, vé comunicsm ox Ministerul Afacerijor Externe sustine in
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respectarea fireascs g autonomiei decizionale 5 forului legiglativ roman.
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&You forwarded this message on 5/15/2008 2:12 PM.

Attachments can contain viruses that may harm your computer. Attachments may not display correctly.
The sender of this message has requested a read receipt. Click here to send a receipt.

Secretariat Deleaatia PACE

From: Katia Adamo [adamo@apm.org.mt] : Sent: Thu 5/15/2008 1:28 PM
To: Secretariat Delegatia PACE

Ce: )

Subject: RE: Romania and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean

Attachments: [ pam Calendar 2008.doc(88KB) L] PAM Statutes.doc(99kB) L PAM Member States.doc(65KB)

Dear Ms. Ionescu,

As requested , please find attached the calendar of activities of the PAM, the PAM Statutes and the List of
PAM Members. The PAM is the successor and the institutionalization of the process of Conferences on
Security and Cooperation (CSCM) in the Mediterranean launched by the IPU.@e countries associated to
the CSCM since the beginning are: United Kingdom, Russian Federation, United States of America and
Germany. The PAM is now considering to formalize their status as Associate members. Please note that
Georgia has already requested to be associated to the PAI\Q

Best regards,
Katia Adamo

----- Qriginal Message-----

From: Secretariat Delegatia PACE [mailto:pace@cdep.ro]

Sent: jeudi, 15. mai 2008 12:08

To: Katia Adamo

Subject: RE: Romania and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean

Dear Mrs. Adamo,

Thank you very much for your message. Could you please send me a programme of future activities of the
PAM, a list of member and associate member countries and the statute of the organization?

I thank you in advance and I send you and mr. Piazzi all the best wishes. '

Sicerely yours,

Nadia Ionescu

From: Katia Adamo [mailto:adamo@apm.org.mt]

Sent:; Thu 5/15/2008 12:46 PM

To: Secretariat'Delegatia PACE

Subject: Romania and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean

To the attention of Ms. Nadia Valentina Ionescu, Head of the Directorate for relations with the European
countries, North America and International Parliamentary Organizations

Dear Ms. Ionescu,

I am writing to you with reference to your discussion with Mr. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean concerning the association of the Parliament of Romania to
the PAM.

https://.dias2.cdep.ro/exchange/pace/lnbox/RE:%20Romania%20and%20the%ZOParlia... 5/28/2008
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Please note that we had the pleasure to have Mr. Razvan Theodorescu, Senator of the Romanian Senate,
accompanied by Ms. Luminita Cercel, Advisor, as guests to the plenary session of the PAM, held in Malta on
22-24 November 2007. '

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards,

Katia Adamo

Special Assistant to the Secretary General
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean - Malta
tel: 00356 22484216

fax: 0035622484215

e-mail: adamo@apm.org.mt <mailto:adamo@apm.org.mt>

https://dias2.cdep.ro/exchange/pace/Inbox/RE: %20Romania%20and%20the%20Parlia... 5/28/2008
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privind participarea la lucrérile Subcomisiei ad-hoc pentru migratii
din cadrul Comisiei pentru migratii, refugiati si demografie
a Adunarii Parlamentare a Consiliului Europei (APCE) si
la cea de a doua editie a Intdlnirilor euro-mediteraneene privind
migratia si dialogul inter-cultural, de la Tanger
(Maroc, 25-26 aprilie 2008)

In zilele de 25 si 26 aprilie 2008, la Tanger (Maroc) au avut loc
reuniunea Subcomisiei ad-hoc pentru migratii din cadrul Comisiei pentru
migratii, refugiati si demografie a Adundrii Parlamentare a Consiliului Europei
si cea de a doua editie a Intalnirilor euro-mediteraneene privind migratia si
dialogul inter-cultural, la care au participat domnul deputat Laurentiu
Mironescu (PD-L), membru al Delegatiei Parlamentului Roméaniei la APCE, si
doamna Nadia Ionescu, secretara Delegatiei Parlamentului Roméniei la
APCE.

In dimineata zilei de 25 aprilie 2008, a avut loc reuniunea Subcomisiei
ad-hoc pentru migratii, membrii Subcomisiei reuniundu-se pentru a o alege
in functia de presedintd pe parlamentara elvetianad, doamna Doris Fiala. In
continuare membrii Subcomisiei au participat la cea de a doua editie a
Intéinirilor euro-mediteraneene privind migratia si dialogul inter-cultural.

Cea de a doua editie a Intalnirilor euro-mediteraneene privind migratia
si dialogul inter-cultural a fost organizatd de Centrul european pentru
interdependentd si solidaritate mondiald (Centrul Nord-Sud) si Asociatia
Spatiu Alternativ, cu sprijinul Primdriei orasului Tanger si Ministerului francez
de cultura si comunicatii.

Evenimentul a reunit parlamentari, reprezentanti ai autoritatilor locale
si regionale, ai mediului academic, ai societatii civile, jurnalisti din tarile sud
si nord mediteraneene, din statele membre ale Uniunii Europene,etc.

fn prima zi a lucrérilor au avut loc doud sesiuni de lucru. Prima sesiune
a fost dedicatd rolului parlamentarilor in dialogul euro-mediteranean si in
problema migratiei si a fost mogeraté de senatoarea franceza, doamna
Alima Boumedienne Thierry. in cadrul dezbaterilor au luat cuvantul
domnul Sergio Piazzi, Secretar General al Adunarii Parlamentare
Mediteraneene si parlamentari din cadrul APCE, care au prezentat activitatea
desfésuratd in domeniul migratiei, de institutiile reprezentate, gi care au
ficut referire la nevoia unei cooperdri constructive intre institutiile din nordul
si sudul Mediteranei. Parlamentarii APCE au prezentant, in special,
demersurile sub aspectul drepturilor migrantilor.



fn cadrul acestei sesiuni a fost difuzat si un film documentar cu titlu
~Aspecte diferite ale imigrarii”.

Cea de a doua sesiune a abordat tema reprezentatd de rolul
autoritatilor locale in probleme privind migratia. Moderator al acestei sesiuni
a fost domnul Abdelhadi Benallal, Presedintele Regiunii Tanger-Tetouan.
ih cadrul acestei sesiuni au luat cuvantul domnii Ian Micallef, Pregsedintele
Camerei Autorititilor Locale din cadrul Congresului puterilor locale si
regionale, si domnul Nadir Sidhoum, consilier in cadrul Directiei de afaceri
internationale si dezvoltarea solidaritdtii din cadrul Ministerului imigratiei,
integrarii, identitatii nationale si dezvoltarii din Franta.

in cadrul aceste sesiuni au fost prezentate si exemple de bune practici,
dezvoltate la nivelul autorittilor locale si regionale din Liban, Franta, Algeria
si Malta. S-a putut remarca determinarea autoritailor locale in desfasurarea
de proiecte comune, recunoscandu-se in unanimitate castigul adus de aceste
proiecte la nivel de ,know-how” pentru o cooperare descentralizata si
intdrire a democratiei locale.

in cea de a doua zi a lucrérilor, au avut loc doua sesiuni de lucru, ce
au adus in atentie doud teme: ,Mass-media, provocari si perspective in
dialogul inter-cultural” i ,Parteneriatul Euro-mediteranean si Uniunea pentru
Mediterana”,.

Prima sesiune a fost moderatd de domnul Habib Chawki Hamraoui,
Presedintele Radiodifuziunii Uniunii Statelor Arabe, printre oratori fiind si
jurnalisti specializati in relatiile euro-mediteraneene, acestia referindu-se, in
principal, la importanta mass-mediei in dialog, fard a nega insa rolul negativ
pe care aceasta il are uneori, prin difuzarea unor mesaje denigratoare la
adresa migrantilor. A fost recunoscut faptul c3, din cauza unor imagini
deformate transmise de media, s-au creat unele clisee si stereotipuri cu
privire la migranti. Totodatd, s-a remarcat lipsa unui cadru legislativ care sa
normeze ,piata mass-mediei”. Discrepanta abordarilor in ceea ce priveste
provocdrile si problemele jurnaligtilor europeni si arabi au fost dezbatute
intens.

Ultima sesiune, dedicatd Parteneriatului Euro-mediteranean si Uniunii
pentru Mediterana, moderatd de ambasadorul francez, domnul Jacques
Huntzinger, a adus in atentie proiectele de dezvoltare adresate zonei euro-
mediteraneene, in special cele privind crearea de noi locuri de munca, care
sa genereze prosperitate economicd si dezvoltare sociald, pentru o mai mare
stabilitate regionala.

Concluziile celor patru sesiuni de lucru s-au finalizat cu recomandarea
de a infiinta o Platformd a Dialogului Euro-Mediteranean, din care sa faca
parte reprezentanti ai Adundrii Parlamentare a Consiliului Europei, ai
Congresului Puterilor Locale si Regionale, si care sa fie coordonata de
Centrul Nord Sud.



intr-o discutie avutd cu delegatia parlamentard romana prezenta la
cea de a doua editie a Intélnirilor euro-mediteraneene privind migratia si
dialogul inter-cultural, domnul Sergio Piazzi, Secretar General al Adunarii
Parlamentare Mediteraneene, evocand participarea domnului senator Razvan
Theodorescu la sesiunea Adunarii Parlamentare Mediteraneene, din toamna
anului 2007, a insistat asupra importantei ca Parlamentul Romaéniei sa isi
formalizeze statutul de membru asociat la Adunarea Parlamentard
Mediteraneand. Totodatd, domnia sa a mentionat faptul cd Federatia Rusa,
Germania, SUA si Marea Britanie au solicitat formalizarea statului de
membru asociat.

Laurentiu Mifonesc ukat PD-L

Red. N. Ionescu, secretara Delegatiei Parlamentului Roméaniei la APCE



PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN (PAM)

ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DE LA MEDITERRANEE (APM)
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STATUTES

Adopted by consensus on 7 February 2005, Nafplion (Greece)
and on 11 September 2006, Amman (Jordan), amended on 26 June 2007, Rabat
(Morocco) and on 24 November 2007 in St. Julians (Malta)

Nature and purpose

Article 1

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (hereinafter the
“Assembly” or the “PAM”) is the parliamentary institution that brings together the
parliaments of all the countries of the Mediterranean basin on an equal footing.

Article 2

1. The Assembly is an autonomous institution with its own international legal
personality and legal capacity. It has been created by decisions of the national
parliaments of the countries of the Mediterranean basin.

2. The Assembly builds on the pioneering work carried out by the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) through its process of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM). It shall maintain a privileged
relationship with the IPU, and shall send, for information purposes, an annual
report on its activities during the first quarter of the following calendar year.
Article 3

1. The Assembly shall develop cooperation among its Members in its fields of
action by promoting political dialogue and understanding between the
parliaments concerned.

2. The Assembly shall address issues of common concern to foster and
enhance further confidence between Mediterranean States so as to ensure
regional security and stability, and to promote peace. It shall also seek to unite



the endeavors of the Mediterranean States in a true spirit of partnership with a
view to ensuring their harmonious development.

Article 4

The Assembly shall draw up opinions, recommendations and other advisory
instruments in order to realize its objectives and shall submit them to the
parliaments concerned.

Article 5

1. It shall be the duty of the Assembly to submit its opinions, recommendations
and other advisory instruments to the national parliaments and governments of
the Members.

2. National parliaments shall keep the Assembly apprised of measures taken to
promote the implementation of adopted instruments.

Composition

Article 6

1. ~Upon request, the parliaments of the Mediterranean coastal States and
Andorra, Jordan, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Portugal and San
Marino shall be ex officio Members of the Assembly.

2. The parliaments of countries that are geographically situated near the
Mediterranean or that have common interests with the region may, on request, be
invited to participate in the work of the Assembly as Associate Members.

3. Inter-parliamentary and other international organizations that are active in
the Mediterranean region may be invited to participate in the work of the
Assembly as Observers. Other institutions and experts, whose work is also
relevant to the activities of the Assembly, may be invited as Special Guests.

Article 7

1. Each Member of the Assembly shall make an annual financial contribution
towards the running of the Assembly, which shall be calculated by applying to the
draft budget approved by the Assembly the scale of contributions attached to the
present Statutes; Associate Members of the Assembly shall make an annual



contribution towards the running of the Assembly of an amount fixed by the
Assembly.

2. A working capital fund shall be established to allow the smooth running of
the Assembly across two financial years, as well as to meet any unexpected
expense by the Assembly or its subsidiary organs.

Structure

Article 8

The structure of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean shall
consist of the Assembly, the Bureau, three Standing Committees, Ad hoc
Committees, Special Task Forces and the Secretariat.

Assembly

Article 9

1. Unless it decides otherwise, the Assembly shall meet once a year in an
ordinary session. In principle, the annual session of the Assembly shall be hosted
by a Member Parliament.

2.  The President of the Assembly shall convene extraordinary sessions of the
Assembly at the request of two thirds of its Members.

Article 10

The Member Parliament hosting meetings and/or activities of the Assembly
shall guarantee access to its territory for all the representatives of Member and
Associate Member Parliaments.

=

&

Article 117
1. The principle of equality of the Members shall govern the composition of the
Assembly and its decision-making process.

2. Delegations of the Member Parliaments at the Assembly sessions shall be
composed of at most five members of parliament.



3.  Members shall include male and female parliamentarians in their delegation.

Article 12

1. The Assembly shall elect a President and four Vice Presidents for a term of
two years.

2. The Assembly shall also elect a President for each of the three Standing
Committees for a term of two years.

Article 13

1. The President of the Assembly shall open, suspend and close the sittings,
direct the work of the Assembly, ensure that the Rules are observed, calls upon
speakers, put questions to the vote, make known the results of the voting and
declare the proceedings of the Assembly closed. The President’s decisions in
these matters shall be final and shall be accepted without debate.

2. The President shall decide on all matters not covered by these Statutes, after
having sought the advice of the Bureau if necessary, or if a majority of the other
members of the Bureau request that they be consulted.

Article 14
1. Each delegation shall be entitled to five votes, provided at least two
members are present at the time of voting.

2. If only one delegate is present, he or she shall be entitled to cast only one
vote.

Article 15
1. Decisions of the Assembly shall be taken by consensus.

2. In instances where it is not possible to reach consensus, the Assembly shall
take decisions by a four-fifths majority of the votes cast.



Bureau

Article 16 .
1. The Bureau is responsible for the coordination and preparation of the

activities of the Assembly and of its committees. It assists the President in his or
her functions.

2. The Bureau shall be composed of the President of the Assembly, four Vice
Presidents and the Presidents of the three Standing Committees.

3. The President of the Assembly shall convene the Bureau at least three times
a year or whenever he or she deems it necessary. The draft Agenda for its
meetings shall be drawn up by the Secretariat in consultation with the President.

4. The Bureau shall take decisions, preferably, by consensus.

Article 17

7.  Members shall ensure an equitable representation in the Bureau of the
different regions of the Mediterranean by rotation.

2. Members shall make every effort to ensure that both genders are
represented in the Bureau.

Article 18

1. The Bureau, assisted by the Secretariat, shall take all appropriate measures
to ensure the effective organization and normal functioning of the Assembly
proceedings, in conformity with the Statutes and Rules of the Assembly.

2. The Bureau shall be responsible for the following functions:

(@) To issue recommendations on the admission and readmission of
Members to the Assembly, as well as on the suspension of their
affiliation; ,

(b) To submit to the Assembly the date and venue of Sessions of the
Assembly, and all other meetings relating to the Assembly;

(&) To set the terms of reference of the Standing Committees of the
Assembly;

(d) To prepare the annual work programme and related financial estimates;



(e) To approve, each year, the accounts for the preceding fiscal year, on the

)

recommendation of appointed Auditors;
To propose to the Assembly the name of the candidate to fill the post of
Secretary General;

(g) To appoint, on proposal by PAM members, the Assembly’s Goodwill

Article 19

Ambassadors.

Standing Committees

The work of the Assembly will be prepared by the Standing Committees,
which shall provide opinions and recommendations. The Standing Committees
shall cover the following issues:

>

Standing Committee on Political and Security-related Cooperation (First
Committee) - Regional Stability: Relations between Mediterranean
partners based on eight principles (refraining from the threat or use of
force; peaceful settlement of international disputes; inviolability of
frontiers and territorial integrity of States; right of peoples to self-
determination and to live in peace in their own territories within
internationally recognized and guaranteed frontiers; sovereign equality
of States and non-interference in internal affairs; respect for human
rights; cooperation between States; fulfillment in good faith of
obligations assumed under international law), questions regarding
peace, security and stability, confidence-building measures, arms
control and disarmament, respect for international humanitarian law,
and the fight against terrorism.

Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental
Cooperation (Second Committee) - Co-development and Partnership:
Globalization, economy, trade, finance, debt issues, industry,
agriculture, fisheries, employment and migration, population, poverty
and exclusion, human settlements, water and energy resources,
desertification and protection of the environment, tourism, transport,
science, technology and technological innovation.



> Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations and Human Rights
(Third Committee): Mutual respect and tolerance, democracy, human
rights, gender issues, children, minorities’ rights, education, culture and
heritage, sports, media and information, and dialogue among religions.

Article 20
Each Member Parliament shall have the right to participate with at least one
member in each one of the three Standing Committees.

Article 217
1. The Assembly shall be able to establish special task forces under each one
of the three Standing Committees to help them carry out their respective
mandates.

2. A special task force on gender and equality issues shall be established
within the Third Committee.

Ad hoc Committees

Article 22
1. The Assembly shall be able to establish Ad hoc Committees to address
specific issues.

2. The Assembly shall take decisions on proposals received from Members to
establish one or more Ad hoc Committees after hearing the opinion of the Bureau.

Secretariat

Article 23
1. The Assembly shall be serviced by a permanent Secretariat, with

international status, that shall be located in Malta.

2. The principal task of the Secretariat shall be to serve, in the best possible
way, the Assembly. More specifically, its priorities shall be:

e ensuring the smooth functioning of the Assembly and its bodies;
e managing in an efficient and effective way the resources at its disposal;



o following up the decisions taken by the Assembly and its bodies;
e supporting and stimulating the activities of the Members of the PAM;
e preparing the groundwork for all Assembly's activities and programmes.

3. The Secretariat of the Assembly shall be run by the Secretary General of the
Assembly, who shall be assisted by the substantive and administrative staff
required for its work.

4. The Secretary General of the Assembly shall perform his duties under the
authority of the Assembly, and shall be responsible to the President and to the
Assembly.

5. The Secretary General shall be appointed by the Assembly on the proposal of
the Bureau. The appointment shall be for a term of four years. The Secretary
General shall be eligible for reappointment.

6. The Secretariat of the Assembly comprises the totality of the staff of the
organisation under the direction of the Secretary General of the PAM.

7. The Secretary General, on behalf of the Assembly, shall have the capacity to
conclude contracts, to acquire and dispose of movable and immovable property,
and to institute legal proceedings.

Privileges and Immunities

Article 24

1. The delegates of Members of the Assembly, Associate Members, Observers
and staff of the Secretariat, who are to attend the Assembly or one of its
subsidiary organs in an official capacity in order to participate in conferences and
meetings shall enjoy, while discharging their duties in the territories of its
Members and during their journeys to and from the place of meetings, the
following privileges and immunities:

(@) immunity from personal arrest or detention and immunity from seizure
of their personal baggage, save in flagrant cases of criminal offence;

(b) immunity from jurisdiction, even after their mission- has been
accomplished, for acts carried out in the discharge of their duties,
including words spoken, votes cast and writings;

(¢) inviolability of all official papers, data media and documents;



(d) exemption from any immigration restrictions, from any formalities
concerning the registration of aliens and from any obligations relating to
national service; :

(e) the right to use codes in official communications and to receive or send
documents or correspondence by means of diplomatic couriers or bags.

2. In order to assure the independency of the Secretariat, the members of the
Assembly will intervene to their national authorities to grant to the international
civil servant of the PAM the exemption of any tax on the treatment and
remunerations poured by the Assembly during their functions. '

3. Privileges and immunities are granted to the delegates of Members of the
Assembly and staff of the Secretariat not for their personal benefit, but to ensure
their complete independence in the discharge of their duties with respect to the
Assembly. The expression “delegates” in this context shall be deemed to include
all delegates, representatives, advisers, technical experts and secretaries of
delegations.

Amendments to the Statutes

Article 25

1. Any proposal to amend the Statutes shall be submitted to the Secretariat in
writing no less than three months before the meeting of the Assembly. The
Secretariat shall immediately communicate all such proposed amendments to the
Members of the Assembly. The consideration of such amendments shall be
automatically placed on the agenda of the Assembly.

2. After hearing the opinion of the Bureau, the Assembly shall decide on such
proposals by consensus.

3. In case of a sudden and unforeseen need linked to the administrative
functions of the Assembly, the President of the Assembly shall have the authority
to approve amendments to the Statutes. The President shall immediately after
inform the Bureau and the Assembly of the action taken.
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