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ROMANIA

Parlamentul Romaniei
Camera Deputatilor

Cabinet Secretar general

Bucuregti,
Nr. 51/

MEMORANDUM INTERN

De la: Gheorghe Barbu, Secretar general al Camerei Deputatilor

Citre: Biroul permanent al Camerei Deputatilor

Tema: Participarea la lucrdrile Forumului pentru democratie (Limassol,
Cipru, 13 - 14 octombrie 2011)

in perioada 13 - 14 octombrie 2011, la Limassol, Cipru, vor avea loc
lucririle Forumului pentru democratie organizat de Consiliul Europei in colaborare
cu autorititile cipriote la care sunt invitati sd participe reprezentanti la nivel inalt
din cadrul guvernelor, parlamentelor, autoritatilor locale si regionale, precum si
reprezentanti ai societdtii civile in vederea consolidarii democratiei, a libertatilor
politice si participarii cetatenilor in statele membre ale Consiliului Europei.

Dezbaterile in cadrul Forumului se vor concentra pe interdependenta
coeziunii sociale si a democratiei, abordarea problemelor facandu-se din punct de
vedere politic.

Conferinta va avea in dezbatere teme precum: ,Participarea si abilitarea:
elementele cheie pentru democratie si coeziunea sociald”, ,Institutiile democratice,
cetdtenia activa si coeziunea sociald”, etc.

Din partea Camerei Deputatilor, la aceasta actiune urmeazad sa participe
domnul deputat Dan Radu Z&treanu (PD-L), membru al Comisiei pentru politica
externd si doamna directoare Nadia Ionescu, secretara Delegatiei Parlamentului
Romaniei la Adunarea Parlamentara a Consiliuiui Europei.

Actiunea are caracter parlamentar conform art. 3, litera a) din
HBP nr. 1/2003 cu modificirile si completdrile din HBP nr. 5/2007.



Propunem:

sd se aprobe participarea delegatiei mentionate la aceasta actiune;

deplasarea sa se efectueze cu avionul pe ruta Bucuresti - Larnaca si retur, cu
plecare in data de 12.10.2011, ora 18:55 (RO 253) si intoarcere in data de
15.10.2011, ora 20.20 (RO 252), conform traseului anexat;

sd se acorde drepturi de diurna categoria a II-a, 100 %, pentru 3 %2 zile,
cazare plafon B pentru 3 nopti, precum si un avans de 50% cu decontare
ulterioara;

recaicularea cheltuielilor s&@ se facéd la intoarcerea in tard, pe baza
documentelor justificative.

Secretar general,

Gheorghf Barbu



55a/2586/29. ©9. 201

RomANIR

Parlamentul Romaniei
Camera Deputatilor

Grupul parlamentar al PD-L

Catre: Directia pentru cooperare parlamentara internationald
multilaterald

Prin prezenta confirm acordul pentru participarea domnului deputat
Dan Radu ZATREANU, la lucrdrile Forumului pentru democratie organizat de
Consiliului Europei, de la Limassol, Cipru, ce se vor desfiasura in perioada
12 - 15 octombrie 2011.
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Parlamentn) Romaniei
Camera Deputatilor

c?msm PENTRU POLITICA EXTERNA Bucuresti, 28.08.2011
Nr. 33/ 88

Daoamna Nadia lonescu
Directia pentru cooperare parlamentars internationald multilaterats
Camera Deputatilor

Avand In vedere adresa dumneavoastrd nr. 55a/2500 din
27/09.2011, prin care solicitati desemnarea unui participant la Forumu!
tru democrafie”, vd informez cd domnul Dan Radu Z&treanu va
reprezenta Comisia pentru politick externd a Camerei Deputatilor la acest
eveniment.

Totodatd, vé rugdm sd binevolti a dispune masurile necesare pentru
tirea pariicipsril coleguiui nostru Ja svenimentul mai sus mentionat.

V& multumiml!
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS COUNCIL CON.SEIL
REPUBLIQUE DE CHYPRE OF EUROPE _ DE L'EUROPE

FFD (2011} 1 E

Strasbourg, 28 September 2011

Forum for the Future of Democracy
13-14 October 2011
Limassol, Cyprus

The Interdependence of Democracy and Social Cohesion

Strengthening representation and democratic participation
through public dialogue and civic engagement

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Working languages: English and French

Document prepared by the Forum Secretariat



Introduction

The Council of Europe Forum for the Future of Democracy is a multi-paringr process which aims to
strengthen transversal understanding of the issues under review and foster cross-sectoral approaches. Its
specificity lies in bringing together high-level representatives of governments, patliaments, iocal and regional
authorities and civil society with a view to strengthening democracy, political freedoms and citizens’
participation in member states. The format of the Forum, a mixture of plenary events and thematic working
sessions, intends to encourage dynamic and open discussion between the various stakeholders.

The 2011 Session in Cyprus marks the seventh Forum since its creation in 2005 by the Warsaw Summit of
Council of Europe Heads of State and Government. In the light of the push towards democracy taking place
in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean region, Forum stakeholders, in their respective spheres of
competence, will invite experts from countries on the southern and eastern rims of the Mediterranean basin.

The Cyprus Forum will focus on the interdependence of democracy and social cohesion, addressing the
issues from a political point of view, 1t will examine the main trends in, and challenges to, stronger linkages
between democracy and social cohesion, taking into account the growing threat to social cohesion as
European governments and institutions struggle to respond to the financial crisis.

The Council of Europe defines social cohesion as “a society’s capacity to ensure the well-being of all its
members by minimising disparities and avoiding marginalisation” Moreover, “social cohesion is a dynamic
process and is essential for achieving social justice, democratic security and sustainable development.
Divided and unequal societies are not only unjust, they also cannot guarantee stability in the long term™.

The Council of Europe considers social cohesion to be essential for the fulfilment of the Organisation’s three
core values: human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Globalisation and other developments are putting
under pressure and weakening the human bonds of solidarity and shared responsibility. The emerging
pattern of a fragmented society, with rising inequalities and an increasing number of people reduced to living
on the margins of society, poses one of the greatest challenges to social cohesion in Europe.

Solutions to these trends lie in strengthening stakeholder responsibility and empowering people to actively
engage in democratic participatory processes. Such approaches provide an opportunity o broaden the reach
of democracy as well as help (re}-legitimise the mandate of elected representatives.

The Forum’s reflections will also draw on the findings of the recent Report of the Group of Eminent Persons
of the Councit of Europe on ‘Living together: Combining diversity and freedom in 21st-century Europe’? which
assesses the seriousness of the risks 1o society, identifies their sources and makes a series of proposals for
“living together” in open European societies.

The transversal approach to the topics undertaken in the Forum means that many issuss central to social
cohesion are mainstreamed across the plenary and working sessions. These include: intercultural dialogue
and the integration of migrants, the specific challenges facing Europe's young people, intergenerational
issues and life cycle approaches, and new concepts of governance through pannership and dialogue.
Examples of goad practice will be included.

The Forum outputs are expected to contribute to the 2012 Forum session and recommendations for further
action by the Council of Europe and cther stakeholders in the fields of democracy and social cohesion.

T New Strategy and Counci of Europe Action Plan for Social Cohesion approved by the Committes of Ministers of the
Council of Europe on 7 July 2010

2The Group is headed by the former German Forsign Minister Joschka Fischer: http://book.coe.int/ftp/3667.pdf.




Pay 1: Thursday 13 QOctober

9am. —10am. Registration

10.—10.45a.m. Opening of the Forum for the Future of Democracy 2011

H.E. Demetris CHRISTOFIAS, Prasident of the Republic of Cyprus

Addresses by:

Thorbjern JAGLAND, Secretary General of the Council of Europe

Kostyantyn GRYSHCHENKO, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Chalrman of the
Committee of Ministers

Lenia SAMUEL., Deputy Director General, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion,
European Commission

Andreas CHRISTOU, Mayor of Limassel and Head of the Cyprict delegation to the Congress
of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Eurcpe

introductory panel debates:

10.45-11.45am. ‘Fighting the crisis without undermining social cohssion: can Europe meet the challenge?’

Chair: Sotiroula CHARALAMBOUS, Minister of Labour and Social Insurance, Cyprus
Moderator: Michalis ATTALIDES, Rector of the University of Nicosia

Anne BRASSEUR (LUX), Chairpersen of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
Group of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

Mary DALY, Professor, School of Saciology, Social Policy and Social Work, Queen's
University Belfast

Martin HIRSCH, former High Commissioner for Youth (France) and member of the Group of
Eminent Persons on ‘Living together: Combining diversity and freedom in 21st-century Europe’

Elizabeth SPEHAR, Diractor Americas and Europe Division, focal point on issues relating to
democracy, Department of Political Affairs, United Nations

11.45a.m. - ‘South- Eastern Mediterranean: bullding democracies that nurture soclal cohesion’

12.45 p.m.

Moderator: Kelth WHITMORE, President of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities

Kamel BESBES, Professor and former Dean, Monastir University, former Deputy Mayor of
Monastir, Tunisia

Andreas GROSS (CH), Chairperson of the Socialist Group of the Parliamentary Assembly o
the Council of Europe

Abdel MONEM SAID, President, Al Ahram Centre for Political & Strategic Studies, Cairo
N.N. Governmental representative from South-Eastern Mediterranean region

12:45 -1 p.m. Ministorial statements
1-230pm. {unch break
2.30 - 5.30p.m. First set of parallet working sessions

8.30 p.m.

{Working sessions 1A and 2A, see details on the following pages)

Forumn dinner offered by the Cypriot hosts

Day 2: Friday 14 October

9.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m.

Second set of paraliel working sesslons
(Working sessions 18 and 2B, see details on the following pages)

12.30 -2p.m. lunch break
2-3.30p.m. Round tabie discussion of the working session findings and Conclusions by the General
Rapporteur
Constantinos PHELLAS, Professor of Sociology and Dean of the School of Humanities,
Social Science & Law, University of Nicosia and General Rapporteur of the Forum
3.30—-4p.m. Closing session

Addresses by:

4 p.m.

Erato KOZAKOU-MARCOULLIS, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cyprus
Mevlilt CAVUSOGLU, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eurcpe

End of the Forum



Theme 1: Empowerment and participation: key elements for democracy and social cohesion

- Parallel working session 1A
Thursday 13 October

2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
Coffoe break mid-afterncon

Promuoting and enabling broad democratic engagement
by empowering ali members of soclety

Peopie’s ability and motivation to engage in public affairs requires a range of skills, resources and

opportunities. Modern democracies should facilitate the capacity of citizens and non-citizens to acquire the
soclal, cultural and poiitical capital required to enable them to navigate the ingtitutional framework, concretise
their rights and participate in democratic processes rooted in a process of reforms and power-sharing.

Associations and NGOs representing minority. and. vulnerable groups play an important role in aggregating
consensus and reducing social conflict. However, they must avoid exacerbating fragmentation.

There is aiso growing concern with self-exclusion which concerns hoth vulnerabie groups, who cannot
imagine themselves as part of the decision-making processes, and the middle classes who choose to opt out
of using certain public services.

LER

How can policy makers .and civil society organisations facilitate the acquisition of the necessary skills,
resources and opportunities by all members of society, including the most vuinerable, theraby ensuring that
their voice is heard and their needs are taken into greater account? .

How can access to social rights be made more robust in order to reduce systemic disempowermsnt and
exclusion? is self-exclusion from the use of public services a threat to democratic wellbeing and progress?

Is there a need to adapt.accepted structures, standa_rds and practices to better address the notion of "rights
and responslbilities” on the_pan of all? :

What about the participation of minorities and migrants, including “new minorities”, espeéially those otiginating
from “circular migration” (i.. migrants coming to a country to work and returning home later)?

Moderator: Alexander VLADYCHENKO, Council of Europe
Author of the Issue paper for Working session 1A:

Hugh FRAZER, Adjunct Professor in the Department of Applied Social Studies National
University of Ireland, Maynooth

Discussant for theme 1:
Joseph JOSEPH, Ambassador of the Republic of Cyprus in Greece

Speakers:
Tanya BASARAB, Development Officer, European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN)

Thomas BOJE, Professor in Social Science, Roskilde University, Denmark

Marcus BRIXSKIOLD, Swedish Government National Special Advisor on Democracy Policy

Kenneth DAVEY, Expert, European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR)
Nurnaz DENIZ, Founder of Urban Cosmopolitans, Amsterdam




Theme 1: Empowerment and participation: key elements for democracy and social cohesion

Parallel working sesslon 1B
Friday 14 October

9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.
Coffee break mid-mornping

Enhancing civic dialogue and social solidarity for the weli-being of all

Despite unprecedentad overall levels of wealth, the economic and social disparities. between rich and
wvulrisrable populations in Eurepe are growing. These trends are weakenin the hum of soli

shared responsibility, thereby threatening concepts of welfare and social, environmental and intergenerational
justice. The current recession.and financial crises are deteriorating the daily reality of many Europeans and
making people fearful of the future.

Civil society plays a crucial role in building social sustainability by facilitating soclal intagration and cohesion
as well as raising awareness of the long-term consequences of policy decisions.

Innovative ways of thinking about ingl sion and participation, for example active citizenship and shared social
responsibility, highlight the interdependencies and co-responsibiliies of all slements of society.

ok k

How should particlpatory processes be structured in ordeér to facilitate consensus that seeks the common
good above the advancement of special interests? :

How can processes and practices which foster reciprocity, solidarity and co-operation be further developed
and implemented in . order to consolidate soclal capital, intergenerational sofidarity and connected
communities? : ) '

How can active citizenship be given greater substance and meaning'?

Moderator: Jean-Marie HEYDT, President of the Conferance of International Non-Governmental
Crganisations (INGOs) of the Council of Europe

Author of the Issue paper for Working sesslon 18:

Guy STANDING, Professor of Economic Security at the University of Bath
Discussant for theme 1:

Joseph JOSEPH, Ambassader of the Repubiic of Cyprus in Greece
Spenkers:

Miios ALIGRUDIC, member of the Serbian delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe

Antcnina DASHKINA, President of Russian Union of Social Pedagogues
and Social Workers and Diractor of Russian European Trust for Welfare Reform

Niccold MILANESE, Director, Eurcpsan Alternatives

Samuel THIRION, Social Cohasion Devsicpment and Research Division, Council of Europe

Hans-Jérg TRENZ Professor, Centre for Modern European Studies, University of Copenhagen

and Adjunct Professor, Arena, Norway




Theme 2: Democratic instltutions, active citizenship and social cohesion

Parailel working session 2A
Thursday 13 October

2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
Coffee break mid-aftarnoon

Creating and improving processes for participation by ail members of soclety

A modem democracy aims 10 enhance the mandate of the political actors by ensuring that the entire

population is _imrolved in degisign shaping in ways that complement democratic electoral processes.

innovatory participatorv and direct democracy structures, for example consultative assemblies and citizens’
juries, have been successiully introduced, -particularly at the local level. If such forums are to be truly
~ democratic, people’s participation needs to be closaly interlinked with a sense of co—responsmlllty

Ata tlme when aceess to social nghts, i.e. educatlon, health, social protection, employment and housing, are
deteriorating because of the economic crisis, it is particularly. challeriging and important that all members of
society, including the most vulnerable, are involved in participation processes.

Furthermore, .services are Increasingly organised in such a way that us'.ers: are required to make consumer-
type choices, for example In selecting schools ‘or hospitals. If publlic service offer is to retain its democratic
ideal, all-users, including vulnerable consumars, should know how to access and shape services.

* W

How can participatory structures and processes be developed to offer new forms and spacas for participation,
thareby fostering social cohesion.and sustainable democracy?

What are the linkages between 'participation across diffarent levels of govemance and how can participatory
approaches to be scaled up beyond the communlty and local level?

R How can marglnahsed populatlons, who rnay not be citizens of the oountry they liva in, be |ncluded in politicat
processes?

The intarnet and e[éctrbrﬁc democracy offer. unprecedentad opportunities for people te participate in decision-
making processes. How can we make certain that these and other emerging tools are used to truly strengthen
democracy. rather than to rainforce the voice of already prsva:lmg groups?

Moderator: Kyriacoes PIERIDES, Journalist, Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation
Author of the Issue paper for Working session 2A:

Anna COOTE, Head of Sccial Policy, new economics foundation (NEF), London
Discussant for thome 2:

Carto RUZZA, Professor of Political Sociology, University of Leicester

Speakers:
Dina HAFFAR, Senior Advisor/Programme Team Leader,
Intercultural Cities, Copenhagen

Csilla KOLLONAY-LEHOCZKY, Professor at EStviis Lorand Univarsity and Central European
University, Budapest and member of the European Committee of Soclal Rights

Ophélie LATIL, Génération précaire, France
Salvér NORDAL, Director of the Ethics Institute, University of iceland

N.N. OECD on inequalities




Theme 2: Democratic Institutions, active cf!izenship and soclal cohesion

Parallel working session 2B
.- Friday 14 October

9,30 am. - 1230 p.m.
Coffas break mid-morning

Creating and improving Structures for sustalnable and cohesive democratic societles

A sustainable society fosters democratic practices and processes within the institutions and organisations

which frarme people’s daily lives. The regulation and manggement of institutions and serviges shouid assist

the developrnent of organisations which are responsive, adaptable and accountable.

Democratic govemance of |nstitutlons also requires that me M@__M in tham
understand. the importance of jrans ggrgncy gnd oggnnegg the need for dlajogue and partnershlps. and the
elevance of intercuitural. issues:

The waichdoq and monitoring role of cnv1l sm:uetv is also key in fostering the democratic functioning of
institutions. :

wox ko

How can institutions -enhance awareness of the importance of accountability, openness and intercultural
. competence, and build closer partnershlps with civil soclety and with their user groups?

What constitutes an ‘educated  user’ in ‘relation. to democratlc strugiures and. processes (including public
services) and how can d situation be reached in whiich all users are fulty informed abaout their choices and are
.given options that are appropriate to theif, s;tuation?

How can partloipatlve processes help extend democratlc practices into everyday life, for example the
workplaoe? :

' How can civil soclety find the: resources it needs to modemlse and become more participative?

Moderator: Boull HADJIIOANNOU, journalist (CY}
Author of the Issue paper for Working sesslon 28:

Peter TAYLOR-GOOBY, Profassar of Social Policy, University of Kent
Digcussant for theme 2.

Cario RUZZA, Professor of Political Sociology, University of Leicaster

Speakers:

Helen DARBISHIRE, Executive Director, Access info Europe, Madrid
Jane JENSON , Professor of Palitical Science at the University of Montreai
Jacek KUCHARCZYX, Prasidant of the Board, Institute of Public Affairs, Warsaw
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Forum registration information and practical arrangements

Online registration
All participants of the 2011 session of the Forum (including speakers, Rapporteurs etc.) are required

to register no later than 5 October 2011. It is imperative that each participant registers individually
on the online registration system found at http://www.conference-service.com/ffd-
201 1/welcome.cgi using the access code given in the invitation letter.

Participants are invited to enter their arrival and departure information on the registration form so
that the shuttle bus service may be organised as efficiently as possible. For any queries conceming
registration, please contact Ms. Suzette Saint-Marc (suzette.saint-marc@coe.int).

Registration for the working sessions
There are two paralle]l working sessions on the afternoon of the first day and on the morning of the

second day of the Forum. Online registration requires each participant to select one for the first day
and one for the second day. Please refer to the draft programme on the registration website for
details of the working session themes. As the number of participants for each working session is
limited, early registration is advisable.

Forum venue and hotel arrangements

The Forum will take place in Le Meridien Hotel, Limassol. The Forum for the Future of
Democracy Secretariat will organise the hotel reservations for those speakers, rapporteurs etc. who
have received official invitations informing them that this is the case. However, speakers etc.
wishing to extend their stay must organise this directly with the hotel and cover the additional costs
incurred. Other participants are invited to consult the Limassol hotel list and negotiated rates
provided in Appendix I below and contact the hotel of their choice directly, using the hotel
reservation form provided in Appendix II. Please send this form to the contact person indicated for

the hotel selected.




Alternatively, you can contact the Forum conference organisers, mentioning that you are part of the
Forum for the Future of Democracy and they will book reasonably priced hotel rooms for you:

Tamasos Tours

Email : tarnasos@tamasostours.com.cy
Tel: +357 2276 2683

Fax: +357 2276 8984

www.tamasostours.com.cy

October is still high season in Cyprus so it is advisable to book as early as possible to avoid
disappointment.

Conference registration upon arrival at the Conference venue.
Registration opens at the Forum venue at 9 a.m. on Thursday 13 October.

Working documents
The working documents (available in French and English) can be downloaded from the registration

website and from the Forum for the Future of Democracy website: www.coe.int/democracy.

Working languages
The working languages of the Forum are English and French.

Cost of participation
There is no registration fee for participants to attend the Forum. It should be noted, however, that all
participants will be required to bear the cost of their own accommodation and travel, unless

informed otherwise by the Forum organisers.

The local currency in Cyprus is the Euro (€). There are foreign currency exchange offices and cash
dispensers at the airport and in the city.

Local transportation
Participants who have indicated their flight details on the online Forum registration form and who

have organised their accommodation at a hotel listed on the registration website will be provided
with transportation from Larnaca International Airport to the hotels (approx. 45 min trip). A shuitle
bus service will also be available between the aforementioned hotels and the Forum venue and back

to the airport.

Meals and coffee breaks
Lunch and refreshments will be available at the venue during the two days of the Forum.

Information for the press

For information on the Forum, journalists are invited to contact:
Panos Kakaviatos

Council of Europe Press Officer

tel: +33 (0)3 90 21 50 27 - mobile: +33 (0)6 98 37 64 04

email: panos.kakaviatos@coe.int

For accreditation to the Forum, journalists are requested to read the information for the press on the
website www.coe.int/democracy and complete online the accreditation form. For any other
enquiries you are invited to contact: '

Ms Anastasia Adamidou, Press and Information Officer

tel:+357 22 801168,

fax +357 22 666123



email: aadamidou(@pio.moi.gov.cy

Visa requirements for entering Cyprus :

Detail information on how to apply for entry visa to Cyprus can be obtained from the website of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cyprus (www.mfa.gov.cy), under the section
“Consular Information”, and then follow the relevant link “Travel information for Foreign

Visitors”.

Holders of valid Schengen visa can enter the Republic of Cyprus for the period of the validity of the
said visa, provided that they have firstly entered the Schengen Area.

For any further information or clarifications on entry requirements, please contact:
Mr. Kyriakos Pogiatzis (Department of Consular Affairs)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cyprus

tel.: +357 22401016, fax no. +357 22422103

kpogiatzis@mfa.gov.cy

Participants who do require a visa to enter the Republic of Cyprus are advised to submit their
application well in advance, enclosing the Forum 2011 registration confirmation with their
applications.

Weather
The average temperature in October is 10°C - 35°C in Nicosia and 15°C - 32°C in Limassol.
Further information for visitors to Cyprus can be found at: http://www.visitcyprus.com/wps/portal.

Electricity
230 Volts 50 Hz, with British type plug (three square pins).




