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Dear Speaker,

The European Parliament noted with concern the submission to Romania’s National
Parliament of the National Defence Strategy, which in Article 6. Vulnerabilities,
paragraph no. 10, includes mass-media as a threat to the Romanian State. The
European Parliament recognizes the sovereign right of National Parliaments to enact
laws; however, it recalls the obligation of Member States to adopt laws that do not

contravene the values-and legal provisions of the European Union.

We believe that the inclusion of mass-media as a vulnerability within the National
Defence Strategy is not only undemocratic, but it also represents a violation of article
11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, article 10 of the European Convention on

Human Rights and article 6 of the Treaty on the European Union.

As it is well known, all the progress reports and all country reports adopted by the
European Parliament during the negotiations for the accession to the European Union,
referred to the mass-media situation in Romania and to the need to guarantee its
freedom. It is extremely surprising to note that such an undemocratic approach takes

place in a European Union Member State, in the year 2010.

We strongly believe that it is in the interest of the proper functioning of democratic
institutions that the rights and freedoms of mass-media are respected and guaranteed

in your country, as they are defined in the fundamental documents of the Union. We



also acknowledge that it is in your country's interest to strengthen its credibility in the

European Union.

That is why we, the signatories of this letter, representing different political groups
but all committed to democracy, human rights and to the fundamental values of the
European Union, ask you to reflect on the possibility of rejecting the mentioned

article during the vote in the Romanian Parliament.

Being convinced that our message is understood correctly and that the Romanian
Parliament will affirm its role as a fundamental democratic institution, please accept

the expression of our highest consideration.

Martin Schulz
Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European
Parliament

tadt ,

el Cohn-Bendit
Group of the Greens/ European Free Alliance
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Bruxelles, 12 octombrie 2010
Doamnei Roberta Anastase,
Presedintele Camerei Deputatilor din Parlamentul Romaéniei

Stimate Presedinte,

Parlamentul European a constatat cu ingrijorare depunerea la Parlamentul Romaéniei, a Strategiei
Nationale de Apdérare, care, in articolul 6. Vulnerabilitdti, alineatul nr. 10, include mass-media
drept o amenintare la adresa statului romén. Parlamentul European recunoagte dreptul suveran al
parlamentelor nationale de a adopta legi; totusi, acesta reaminteste obligatia statelor membre de a
adopta legi care nu contravin valorilor si dispozitiilor legale ale Uniunii Europene.

Credem ci includerea mass-mediei drept o vulnerabilitate in cadrul Strategiei Nationale de
Apdérare nu este doar nedemocraticé, ci §i cd aceasta reprezinta o violare a articolului 11 al Cartei
drepturilor fundamentale, a articolului 10 al Conventiei europene privind drepturile omului si a
articolului 6 al Tratatului privind Uniunea Europeana.

Dupéd cum este bine cunoscut, toate rapoartele privind progresele si toate rapoartele de tard
adoptate de cétre Parlamentul European pe durata negocierilor pentru aderarea la Uniunea
Europeand, s-au referit la situatia mass-mediei in Roménia si la nevoia de a-i garanta libertatea.
Este extrem de surprinzétor a constata cd o asemenea abordare nedemocratica are loc intr-un stat
membru al Uniunii Europene, in anul 2010.

Credem cu tdrie cé este in interesul functiondrii corespunzétoare a institutiilor democratice, ca
drepturile si libertdtile mass-mediei sa fie respectate si garantate in tara Dumneavoastrd, astfel
cum sunt ele definite in documentele fundamentale ale Uniunii. Recunoastem, de asemenea, ca

-----

este 1n interesul tarii Dumneavoastra intarirea credibilitétii sale in Uniunea Europeand.

De aceea, noi, semnatarii acestei scrisori, reprezentand diferite grupuri politice, dar toti angajati
in slujba democratiei, drepturilor omului si a valorilor fundamentale ale Uniunii Europene, va

..... .

rugdm sd reflectati asupra posibilitatii respingerii articolului mentionat, in cadrul votului din

Parlamentul Romaniei.

Fiind convingi cd mesajul nostru este corect inteles si cd Parlamentul Romaniei isi va afirma rolul
de institutie democratici fundamentald, vd rugdm sa acceptati expresia inaltelor noastre
consideratii.

Martin Schulz
Grupul Aliantei Progresiste a Socialistilor si Democratilor din Parlamentul European

Guy Verhofstadt
Grupul Aliantei Liberalilor si Democratilor pentru Europa

Daniel Cohn-Bendit
Grupul Verzilor/ Alianta Liberd Europeana



