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Ankara, 18 December 2012
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We are writing to inform you about a situation that we\are living in our national
parliament in Turkey and regard as a clear regression from democratization.

On 10 December 1994, a public broadcasting channel started broadcasting as the
parliamentary channel. The General Assembly work of our national parliament, the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey, was broadcast by this channel for years
unencrypted and without a fee. However, this situation was ended by the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP) on 11 July 2011. Since that day, Parliamentary TV
broadcast has been restricted to three days a week and four hours a day.

This decision of the ruling party lacks a legal base in our country. The restriction has
been realized through an administrative correspondence. The broadcast has been
restricted by the “approval” letter of the Parliamentary Chairmanship to the
correspondence of the General Directorate of the Turkish Radio and Television
Institution, which is the “related institution” of one of the Deputy Prime Ministers,
dated 11 July 2011. The large number of protests, legal action initiated against the
decision, and question proposals presented to the Chairmanship of the National
Assembly since that day has not resulted in any solution to the problem.



The television broadcasting that is restricted by days and hours prevents the public from
following the parliament directly and to be directly informed of the process of law
making. This restriction also harms the incentive mechanism that contributes to the
more effective and productive law making process. We believe that the more open the
contemporary parliament system, the law making process is to the people, the decisions
it produces will be that much more accurate. We think that a system that is democratic
should keep the parliament that is of concern to its people open to public seven days a
week for 24 hours. In this way both the ruling and opposing parties can be monitored.

In order for the parliamentary democracy to be strengthened in Turkey, we would like
present to your information our request for the need to lift the restrictions on
Parliament TV broadcasting and this service to be realized as a public service with the
24/7 principle.

Sincerely,
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Birgiil Ayman Giiler Osman Oktay Eksi Turgay Develi
Deputy from lzmir Deputy from Istanbul Deputy from Adana

Pls contact:

Ms. Serap MAKTAYV, +90 (0) 539 306 29 13

Ms. Nilgiin NAZILLi , +90 (0) 533 729 77 12
birgulayman.guler@tbmm.gov.tr

Grand National Assembly of Turkey/Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi (TBMM)
B Blok Alt Zemin I.Banko No: 13 06543 Bakanliklar - Ankara / Turkey




Valeriu Stefan Zgonea

Presedinte al Camerei Deputatilor
Camera Deputatilor a Romaniei
Bucuresti

Romania

Stimate domnule presedinte Zgonea,

Vi scriem pentru a va informa in privinta unei situatii aparute in parlamentul Turciei si cu privire
la o regresare de la democratie.

Pe 10 decembrie 1994, un canal public de transmisie televizatd si-a inceput emisia drept canal
parlamentar. Sedintele Adundrii Generale a parlamentului nostru national, Marea Adunare
Nationald a Turciei, au fost transmise prin acest canal necriptate si fard platd. Totusi, aceastd
situatie a fost oprita de catre Partidul majoritar Justitie si Dezvoltare (AKP), pe 11 iulie 2011. Din
acea zi, emisia postului de televiziune parlamentar a fost restrictionatd la 3 zile pe sdptamana si
patru ore pe zi.

Aceastd decizie a partidului majoritar nu are o bazi legald in tara noastrd, restrictia fiind realizaté
printr-o corespondentd administrativd. Emisia a fost restrictionatd prin scrisoarea de aprobare a
presedintelui parlamentului a corespondentei Directiei generale a Institutiei turce pentru radio si
televiziune, o institutie ,legatd” de unul dintre prim-ministrii adjuncti, in data de 11 iulie 2011.
Numirul mare de proteste, actiuni juridice initiate impotriva deciziei si de intrebarile adresate
presedintelui Adundrii Nationale incepdnd cu acea datd, nu au avut ca rezultat solutionarea
problemei.

Restrictionarea transmisiei de televiziune impiedica publicul sd urméreascd parlamentul in mod
direct si sd fie informat in mod direct in privinta procesului de elaborare a legislatiei. De
asemenea, aceastd restrictie aduce atingere mecanismului de stimulare care contribuie la un
proces mai eficient si mai productiv de elaborare a legislatiei. Suntem de pérere ci, cu cét
sistemul parlamentar contemporan, procesul de elaborare a legislatiei sunt mai transparente
pentru oameni, cu atat deciziile pe care le vor produce vor fi mai precise. Credem cé un sistem
democratic ar trebui sd mentind parlamentul deschis pentru public sapte zile pe séptdmana, 24 de
ore. in acest fel, atét partidul majoritar, cat si cel din opozitie pot fi monitorizate.

Pentru a intdri democratia parlamentard in Turcia, dorim sid va aducem la cunostinid cererea
noastrd de a ridica restrictiile asupra transmisiei TV din parlament si ca acest serviciu si fie

realizat ca serviciu public, care s functioneze pe principiul 24/7.

Cu stimi,

Birglil Ayman Giiler Osman Oktay Eksi Turgay Develi
Deputat din [zmir Deputat din Istanbul Deputat din Adana



