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in perioada 2-4 iunie 2013, la Washington a avut loc Forumul Mondial al
Comitetului American al Evreilor — AJC Global Forum, la care au fost invitati sd participe
domnii deputati Angel Tilvar, presedintele Comisiei pentru invatimant, stiintd, tineret si
sport §i Petru Gabriel Vlase, presedintele Comisiei permanente a Camerei Deputatilor si
Senatului privind Statutul deputatilor i al senatorilor, organizarea si funcfionarea sedintelor

comune ale Camerei Deputatilor si Senatului.

Comitetul American al Evreilor (AJC) este una dintre cele mai vechi organizatii de
promovare a evreilor din Statele Unite, creatd in anul 1906 cu scopul de a asigura

bunistarea §i securitatea evreilor din intreaga lume.

Acest eveniment desfdsurat anual, la nivel mondial, a reunit in acest an peste 150 de
personalitdti din intreaga lume, printre care: primul ministru al Israelului, ministrii de
externe din Cehia, Polonia, Grecia, Azerbaidjan, ambasadori, membri ai Parlamentului

European si ai parlamentelor nationale si evrei din peste 60 de state.

Lucridrile sesiunii plenare au fost deschise si prezidate de domnul Robert Elman,

presedintele Comitetului American al Evreilor (AJC).

Programul Forumului a inclus reuniuni plenare si workshop-uri ce au avut in
dezbatere teme precum , Primdvara arabd sau iarna arabd. Ascemsiunea politicd a

Islamului”, care a avut ca vorbitori principali pe Jeffrey Golberg, corespondent national



pentru revista ,, The Atlantic”, Eran Lerman, director adjunct pentru politicd externd §i
afaceri internationale, Consiliul national de securitate din Israel;, Dalia Ziada, director
executiv al Centrului peniru dezvoltare ,,Ibn Khaldun”; ., Imigratie, integrare si identitate:
Crearea unei coalitii latino - evreiegti”, ce a avut ca vorbitori principali pe Xavier Becerra,
presedinte, House Democratic Caucus, lleana Ros-Lehtinen, presedinte, Subcomisia pentru
afaceri externe privind Orientul Mijlociu si Africa de Nord, Dina Siegel Vann, director,

Institutul latino-american al AJC, Ray Suarez, senior corespondent, PBS NewsHou, efc.

Sesiunea plenard a AJC s-a incheiat cu dezbaterea generald pe tema ,, Sinagoga si
statul: Lupta pentru pluralismul religios in Israel”, la care si-au adus o contributie
deosebitid Rabbi Uri Regev, presedinte si director general, Hiddush si Rabbi Shiomo Riskin,
Efrat, Israel si “Diplomatia globald pentru noua generafie”, ce a avut ca vorbitori principali
pe Benjamin Sigel, co-presedinte al Comitetului Director, AJC Global ACCESS si Ilana
Ron Levey, membra a Comitetului Director, AJC Global ACCESS.

Printre vorbitorii principali trebuie mentionati: John Kerry — Secretar de Stat al SUA
(discurs anexat), Tzipi Livni — Ministrul Justitiei din Isracl, Radostaw Sikorski — Ministru
de Externe al Poloniei (discurs anexat) si Karel Schwarzenberg — Ministru de Externe al
Cehiei.

_ in marja reuniunii AJC parlamentarii roméni au avut intrevederi bilaterale cu
Excelenta Sa, domnul Karel Schwarzenberg, Ministrul de Externe al Cehiei, si cu domnul
Rabbi Andrew Baker, directorul International Jewish Affairs. La aceste reuniuni
principalele teme de discutie au fost viitoarele modificiri ale Constitutiei Roméaniei si

situatia minoritatilor nationale din tara noastra.

Cu acest prilej, domnul deputat Angel Tilvar si domnul deputat Petru Gabriel Viase,
au transmis mesaje din partea domnului Victor Viorel Ponta, Prim-Ministru al Guvernului
Roméniei, §i a domnului Valeriu Stefan Zgonea, presedintele Camerei Deputatilor,
domnului Robert Elman, pregedintele AJC, si domnului David Harris, director executiv al
AJC,

Delegatia Parlamentului Roméniei s-a bucurat de prezenta si de sprijinul logistic
acordat de domnul Adrian Cosmin Vierita, ambasadorul Roméniei in Statele Unite ale
Americii pe intreaga perioadd a gederii delegatiei la Washington, ocazie cu care au fost

oferite informatii despre situatia comunitifii roméne din provincie si despre activitatea si



preocupdrile actuale ale Ambasadei si dorinfa Roméniei de a intensifica relatiile de

colaborare cu SUA.

La Ambasada Roméniei din Washington, domnul deputat Angel Tilvir i domnul

deputat Petru Gabriel Vlase s-au intalnit cu reprezentanti ai AJC, intélniri organizate de

citre reprezentania diplomatica a Roméniei in SUA.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

2:30 - 4:30 PM  AIC National Board of Governors Meeting

4:30 - 5:30 PM  Opening Receptions

5:30 - 7:15 PM  Opening Plenary: The Statesmen’s Forum
Featuring H.E. Elmar Mammadyarov, Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan; H.E. Karel
Schwarzenberg, Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic; H.E. Radostaw Sikorski, Foreign
Minister of Poland

7:30 - 9:00 PM  AJC Advocacy in Action Dinners
Advanced session registration is required.

MONDAY, JUNE 3

7:00 - 8:00 AM  Optional Religious Services

9:00 - 10:15 AM AJC University Breakfasts
Advanced session registration is required.

10:30 - 11:45 AMPlenary: Arab Spring or Arab Winter?: Confronting the Rise of Political Islam
Featuring Jeffrey Goldberg, National Correspondent, The Atlantic; Eran Lerman, Deputy
for Foreign Policy and International Affairs, National Security Council of Israel; Dalia
Ziada, Executive Director, Ibn Khaldun Center for Development

12:00 - 1:45 PM AIJC Face-to-Face Part I: Mandatory Advocacy Training
Lunch will be provided. Advanced session registration is required.




2:00-3:15PM
3:30 - 4:00 PM
5:00 - 6:00 PM
6:00 - 8:00 PM

TUESDAY, JUNE 4

7:00 - 8:00 AM
8:00 - 9:15 AM

9:30 - 11:30 AM

12:00 - 4:00 PM

. Immigration, Integration and Identity: Building a Latino-Jewish
Coalition
Featuring The Honorable Xavier Becerra (D-CA), Chairman, House Democratic Caucus;
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Chairman, House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Middie East and North Africa; Dina Siegel Vann, Director, AJC Latino
and Latin American Institute; Ray Suarez, Senior Correspondent, PBS NewsHour
Special Address
Featuring The Honorable John Kerry, Secretary of State
Reception
World Leaders Plenary

~ Featuring H.E. Dimitris Avramopoulos, Foreign Minister of Greece; H.E. Tzipi Livni,

Justice Minister of Israel; H.E. Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General (via
video); H.E. Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel (via video)

Optional Religious Services

AJC University Breakfasts

Advanced session registration is required.

Closing Plenary

The Great Debate: Synagogue and State; The Battle Over Religious Pluralism in
Israel

Featuring Rabbi Uri Regev, President and CEO, Hiddush; Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Chief

Rabbi, Efrat, Israel

Global Diplomacy for a Younger Generation ,

Featuring Benjamin Sigel, Co-Chair, AJC Global ACCESS Steering Committee; Ilana Ron
Levey, AJC Global ACCESS Steering Committee

The Last Word

Featuring David Harris, AJC Executive Director

AJC Face-to-Face Part II: Advocacy Visits
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AJC GLOBAL FORUM 2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Special Address

Introduction: Robert Eiman, AJC President
Hon. John Kerry, Secretary of State
Bwaich Video - Read Speach - Read Prass
Relaaye

The Great Debate
Synagogue and State: The Battle Over
Religious Pluralism in Israel

introductior;: Dov Zakheim, Chair, AJC
Contemporary Jewish Life Commission
Rabbi Uri Regev, President and CGEO, Hiddush
Rabhi Shiomo Rigkin, Chief Rabbi, Efrat, Israel
Moderator: Myra Clark-Siegel, Director of
International Communications, AJC Project
Interchange

Bafvatch Video - Read Press Release

World Leaders Plenary

Introduction: David Harris, AJC Executive
Director

http://www .ajc.org/site/c.70JILSPwF{ISG/b.8712785/k. EACE/AJC_Global Forum 2013... 18.06.2013

world Leaders Plenary

[E] y
Introduction: $taniey Bergman, Chair,
AJC National Board of Govemnaors
H.E. Tzipi Livni, Justice Minister of Israel
H.E. Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister of Israel (via videq)
BWatch Video - Read Press Release

Arab S$pring or Arab Winter? Confronting the
Rise of Political Islam

Introduction: René-Plerre Azria, AJC Executive
Council

Jeffrey Goidberg, National Correspondent, The
Atiantic

Eran Lerman, Deputy for Foreign Policy and
International Affairs, National Security Council
of Israel

Datia Ziada, Executive Director, |bn Khaldun
Center for Developmeant

The Statesmen's Forum

Introduction: Harriet Schieifer and Steven
Zelkowitz, AJC National Board of Governcrs
H.E. Radostaw Sikorskl, Foreign Minister

of Poland

wWalch Video - Read Speech - Press Release

immigration, Integration, and Identity:
Building a Latino-Jewish Coalition

Introduction: Roberta Baruch, Chair, AJC
immigration Task Force

Hon. Xavier Becerra (D-CA), Chairman, House
Democratic Caucus

Hon. lleana Ros-Lehtinen {R-FL), Chairman,
House Foreign Affairs Subcormnmitiee on the
Middle East and North Africa

Dina Siegel Vann, Director, AJC Latino and Latin
American Institute

Moderator: Jason Isaacson, Director, AJC Office podarator: Ray Suarez, Senior Corespondent

of Government and International Affairs
Hwatch Video

The Statesmen's Forum

e £ : i - - -
Introduction: John Shapiro, AJC Executive
Council

PBS NewsHour
watch Video

The Statesmen's Forum

lntrodutlon. teven Wisch, AJC National Board
of Governars
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H.E. Dimitris Avramopoulos,
Foreign Minister of Greece
#avateh Video - Read Speech

of Azerbaijan

World Leaders Plenary World Leaders Plenary

1 at85: A Clebration Tribute to AJC PrasldentRohen Eiman

Introduction: Debra Smith Saidoff, AJC National
Board of Governors

Amer Ahmad, Comptreller, City of Chicago
Paut Kaye, hero of Aliyah Bet, veteran of U.S.
and Israeli havies

Tzofim Friendship Caravan

tHayateh Videe Introduction: David Harris,

AJC Executive Directer
Robert Elman, AJC President
Bwaltch Video

Closing Plenary The Statesmen’'s Forum

e (RIS

Global Diplomacy for a Younger Generation: Matthew Bronfman, Chair, AJC ACCESS
llana Ron Levey and Bwateh Video

Ben Sigel, AJC Global ACCESS Steering

Committee

The Last Word: David Harris, AJC Executive
Director
Bwatch Video

H.E. Elmar Mammadyarov, Foreign Minister

®\watch Video - Read Speech - Press Release
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H.E. Karel Schwarzenberg, Foreign
Minister of the Czech Republic
#waich Video - Read Speech - Press Release

World Leaders Plenary

Global Forur

Kim Pimley, AJC National Board of Governors
Bwatch Video
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Special Address
AJC Global Forum 2013
Washington, D.C.
June 3, 2013

Thark you. Thank you very, very much. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank you all. Thank you for
a wonderful, warm welcome here at AJC. And thank you, Bob, for that wonderful introduction. Thank
you for your more than four decades of extraordinary service to the AJC, including the last three years
as president.

I understand that in order to meet my schedule, because I’m rushing up to New York to celebrate Henry

Kissinger’s 90th birthday — (applause) — remarkable. So, as a result of that I understand that the tribute
to Bob had to be removed until after my remarks in order to accommodate my schedule. I truly
appreciate that. And Bob, I hope that you will follow in the great tradition of presidents on their last day
in office and grant me your pardon. (Laughter.) Thank you.

So it is a great pleasure to be here. I just bumped into a bunch of folks from Massachusetts, and I'm
glad to meet with them. And Justice Breyer is here somewhere. I saw him a few minutes ago on TV,
wounded as he is, but strong in spirit, a fellow cyclist who was injured cycling, but don’t hold that
against us.

And I want to join with Bob, if I can, just for a minute, to acknowledge the passing of a great friend of
mine, a great friend of Israel, a champion of the American Jewish community, and that’s Senator Frank
Lautenberg. He was just a special guy. I got to know him particularly well because | traveled down to
Rio to the first Earth Summit with him in 1990 in his first round in the Senate before he retired, which
he wasn’t able to be held to and came back.

Frank was a funny, funny man, a great sense of humor, but a dedicated person. He was a son of
immigrants who first put on the uniform of the United States Armed Forces at the age of 18, and as we
all know, he passed away this morning, the last World War 1l veteran serving in the United States
Senate. :

In the Senate, he wrote laws helping refugees of all faiths escape persecution. He banned foreign aid to
state sponsors of terrorism. And he made sure that victims of terror were able to find justice in this
world. He was always committed to public service. He was a loyal friend of everybody here and of
people all over the world that he never met, and we will all miss the service of a man like Frank
Lautenberg. (Applause.) '

I want to thank the leadership and the membership of the AJC and the Jacob Blaustein Institute — Bob,
David Harris, who over nearly a quarter of a century has helped to shape this distinguished organization
like no one else, and of course your new president, Stan Bergman.

I thank you, every single one of you, for all that you do for Israel, but more for human rights, for civil
rights around the world, for women’s rights, in fighting racism, religious intolerance, and torture.
Thank you for ail that you do to fight anti-Semitism around the world. I’m proud that I just appointed
Ira Forman to lead that fight against anti-Semitism from the State Department, and you have a very
strong partner in Ira. And of course, I thank you for what you do for the American Jewish community.

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=70JILSPwWF{JSG&b=8712787&ct=13... 18.06.2013
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As many of you might know — if you don’t I tell you now — my brother Cam is a proud member of the
community. He converted to Judaism 30 years ago before marrying his wife, Kathy. And this morming
I’'m proud to say he started as Acting Secretary of Commerce — the Commerce Department — and I’'m
told that today we become the first ever two brothers to lead Cabinet-level agencies at the same time.
(Applause.)

When the Psalmist wrote the hymn, [in Hebrew] — (laughter) —‘How good and pleasing it is for
brothers to sit together in unity”— (laughter) — I’m pretty sure he wasn’t picturing us sitting together in
the Cabinet Room of the White House — (laughter) — though our mother may well have. (Laughter.)
Either way, I can tell you that it will be an honor to serve alongside my brother Cam, even if it’s just for
a short while.

For more than a century, AJC has been a partner and a pioneer in defining the relationship between
American Jews and Israel, and a leader in strengthening that relationship. You’ve built bridges during
difficult times and hopeful ones alike, and we’ve seen them all in this journey.

I know many look at the landscape today and you’re not inclined to act — somehow too risky, too much
turmoil. There are a lot of people who are quick to call this moment too difficult a time, too dangerous,
too daunting a time. I understand that temptation, and I full recognize the challenges and the
predicament in which Israel finds itself. But I also firmly believe that this is a hopeful time. If we
choose to make it so, this can actually be a time of possibility and a time of promise. And with your
help, it can be a time of peace.

Now I know there is no issue so close to your hearts as the future of Israel’s security. The threat from
Iran, the unrest in Syria, the questions surrounding nuclear weapons and chemical weapons, the
lingering fallout of the Arab Spring, the status of a peace process that is hardly a process at all - all of
these matter tremendously to each and every one of you, and they matter above all to Israel’s future.
And Israel’s future is what I want to talk to you about today.

I had the great honor of becoming Secretary of State in February. 1 visited Israel in March, April, and
May, and I will be back soon. (Applause.) And each time that I go, the deep personal connection that 1
feel with the state and the people of Israel is only strengthened. These are actually bonds that reach
back into my own family tree, including relatives I never met and never knew about until the last
decade, relatives who perished in the Holocaust, relatives I thought about in new and personal ways on
Yom HaShoah when I laid a wreath on behalf of the United States at Yad Vashem. And it was an
extraordinary privilege to spend that day alongside survivors and veterans and to sit at that ceremony
between President Peres on one side and Prime Minister Netanyahu on the other, the father of the State
of Israel and a man who [ believe can lead Israel into a2 new era that we very much want to see.

These personal bonds have been reinforced during quiet walks through the sacred spaces of Jerusalem,
and in the nervous neighborhoods of Sderot, and through the bustle of downtown Tel Aviv. These are
bonds that I felt on my first trip to Israel in 1986, almost 30 years ago, with my friend Lenny Zakim and
a group of 15 Jewish friends from Massachusetts. I stood atop the spectacular summit of Masada,
which we climbed up, where 2,000 years ago 1,000 martyrs made the ultimate sacrifice in unison and in
the name of defending the ancestral homeland of the Jewish people. We together, all 16 of us, looked
out across the desert, across the crest of that precipice at the top of the mountain, across the Dead Sea,
the vast desert below, standing in the very spot where every new soldier begins his or her service by
swearing an oath to honor the history of the people of Israel and defend the future of their State.

Our guide, a wonderful man named Yavin — Yavin Roman — instructed us after a long discussion about

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx7c=70JILSPWFfISG&b=8712787&ct=13... 18.06.2013
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what had happened or not happened and how the history had played out, and how Josephus Flavius had
written it, and whether it was accurate. We had a big debate. In the end we took a vote, and we all voted
that what had happened had happened the way it was described. And he instructed us to stand at that
precipice and call out across the chasm, to yell: “Am Yisrael Chai!” We did it together: “The people of
Israel live! The State of Israel lives!” (Applause.)

And we shouted, and then we listened. And we actually heard our voices bouncing off the cavern on the
other side of the mountains, and they came back to us, and it was really as if, eerily, it was the voices of
those who had fought coming back to us, the voices of past gencrations.

These bonds I share with Israel and all of its modern-day challenges, and they were strengthened each
time that I got to see the State. Once, I got to see the State from the air, when someone actually let me
fly an Israeli Air Force jet across the Negev. (Laughter.) It was on that unforgettable flight from the
Ovda Air Base, from the luncheon we were having, when the colonel came back an ace from the war in
’67. He said, “Senator, I hope you haven’t eat too much. We go flying.” (Laughter.) So I said, “Sounds
good to me,” and we left everybody, we jumped in the jet, and he said, “The minute we’re off the
airport, the jet’s yours; you take it wherever you want.” (Laughter.)

So we took out of the airbase just north of Eilat and I got to see with my own eyes how narrow the
borders of Israel are, and just how vulnerable Israel’s security is. There’s simply no margin for error,
and I understood that. And in a matter of minutes, as I flew that jet, at one point my pilot in the back
seat turned — he radioed to me and he says, “Senator, you are about to go over Egypt.

Turn.” (Laughter.) So I fly over very quickly. I came close that day to violating the airspaces of both
Egypt and Jordan. (Laughter.) ‘

And as [ flew over the Negev, I turned the plane upside down to do a little aerobatics, and I saw the sky
below me — above me and the Earth below, and it was really weird. And | thought to myself, wow,
finally I am seeing the Middle East clearly, upside down. (Laughter.)

These days, folks, our American Air Force pilots do not let me take the controls of the aircraft, much to
the relief of the passengers. (Laughter.) But I want to share with you that when we touch down in Tel
Aviv and I walk down the steps of that blue-and-white plane that says “United States of America” on
the side, I carry with me the commitment of President Obama, whose Administration, I am proud to
say, has done more than any before to ensure that Israel’s future is strong and prosperous. Never has
our security agreement been as great. (Applause.)

Make no mistake: The President of the United States and I share your unshakeable commitment to
Israel’s security. And every time we land at Ben Gurion, I think of the words of one of the most
prominent successors of Ben Gurion, and that’s Golda Meir. She said, “We only want that which is

L5

given naturally to all peoples of the world: to be masters of our own fate, not of others’.

Central to Israel’s founding is the belief that this State and the Jewish people must be able to control
their own destiny. And that is why and how Israel has built this thriving democracy. It is why Israel
made the desert bloom and built a modern economy. It’s why Israel has built one of the strongest
militaries on the planet, and why it has always shown such a strength in the face of terrorism and
existential threats.

And as we look ahead, I believe — and I think you will agree, I believe you will agree — that the best

way to truly ensure Israel’s security today and for future generations is by ending once and for all the
conflict with the Palestinians, by summoning the courage to achieve peace, and by reaching a

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content?.aspx?c=70JILSPwF{ISG&b=8712787&ct=13... 18.06.2013
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negotiated resolution that results in two states for two peoples, each able to fulfill their legitimate
national aspirations in a homeland of their own. We are all committed to that. (Applause.)

So 1 come here today to affirm to all of you that we are deeply committed to Israel’s security. And I
understand what it means when Prime Minister Netanyahu looks me in the eye and says, “I have to
guarantee the security of my country.” I understand that, and he does, and he will. But what does that
security look like? Certainly it’s more than simply the absence of war. For Israel, a nation with history
and challenges unlike any other, it means secure — and being secure in its future as a Jewish state, but
also a democratic state, also an economically thriving state. Security for Isracl means freedom from
pernicious attacks on its legitimacy from its neighbors or on the world stage. Security for Isracl grows
with the empowerment of moderates in the West Bank and Gaza and throughout the region so that
extremists are isolated rather than promoted and empowered. And lasting security for Israel requires
regional stability and open markets that will let Israelis concentrate on building up their businesses and
not just their defenses.

You and I both know that the place where all of this happens best is in a strong, secure Israel that lives
peacefully alongside a viable Palestinian state. I will tell you here today, examine every possibility, all
of the parameters of this conflict, this frozen conflict, and I will tell you a realistic one-state solution
simply does not exist for either side. (Applause.)

My friends, I have been traveling to Israel as Secretary of State now for just the last three months, but |
have been involved intimately in these challenges for the last three decades. And as you know, 1 come
to this issue not as a stranger, but as a friend, as a proven friend over 30 years or more. I’ve gotten to
know every Israeli prime minister since Shamir, and many of the kings, princes and presidents who
have ruled in the Arab world over the last 30 years. In that time, I have heard all of the arguments for
why it is too difficult to end this conflict. And I know some of you are skeptical. I understand where
that comes from. And some people are beyond skeptical; they’re even cynical. I know it’s hard. After
all, there’s a reason why this problem hasn’t been solved yet.

I understand the disappointments that we’ve felt, from Madrid to Oslo to Wye River and Camp David
and Annapolis. And I know that many talented leaders have worked tirelessly for peace without
realizing the ultimate goal. I remember sitting in Ramallah once, having lunch with Arafat — President
Arafat during a major point of conflict, and during the course of the lunch he looked at me as I talked
about the Taba negotiations and he said, “You know, that is my great regret. I should have said yes.”
Well, I don’t think we can live for regrets now. I don’t think we have that opportunity. I still believe
that peace is achievable, and more than ever, | know that it’s worth fighting for. We all know.
(Applause.)

We also all know cynicism has never solved anything. It’s never given birth to a state, and it won’t.
Challenges are not met by giving in to doubts. Israel has only gotten this far because brave people were
willing to defy the odds and ignore the conventional wisdom, and actually overcome obstacles. How
else could you make fertile land out of the desert and do what Israel has done? Why should we start —
why should any Israeli start — giving in to that cynicism now?

I believe that if we care about the future of Israel — as I do, and I know you do — and if we understand
what is at stake, we should recognize that this time is, in fact, a significant opportunity, and it is more
than that, it is a responsibility.

Now, some say that in the aftermath of the Arab Spring, it’s too messy, it’s too uncertain. But in reality,
the dawn of a new era in the region is exactly the kind of time to recast Isracl’s relationships, to change

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=7oJILSPWFfISG&b=8712787&ct=13... 18.06.2013
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the narrative with a new generation that is starting to make its voice heard.

Now, some are wary because of Israel’s experience following the withdrawal of Gaza and Lebanon.
You have no idea how many times I hear people say, “We withdrew from Lebanon, we withdrew from
Gaza, and what did we get? We got rockets.” Well, folks, it’s worth remembering these withdrawals
were unilateral. They were not part of a negotiated peace treaty that included strong guarantees for
Israel’s security, and they certainly weren’t part of a peace agreement that agrees to be a demilitarized
state or entity.

We know that peace agreements with Egypt and Jordan, on the other hand, which were bilateral,
yielded a much better result for Israel. And Egypt today is, in fact, enforcing the Gaza peace agreement
to the best of their ability, the Gaza ceasefire, and working diligently on the issue of Sinai security and
so forth. We know that any peace agreement with the Palestinians will need to include extensive,
mutually agreed security arrangements in order to ensure a Palestinian state that does not become the
launching site for future attacks against Israel.

And of course, Israel’s fundamental security concerns have to be answered affirmatively, including the
threat of Hezbollah, a dangerous terrorist puppet of Iran that has amassed rockets and attacked Israel -
and of course, Iran itself is involved in this. So let me repeat: The United States will prevent Iran from
acquiring a nuclear weapon. (Applause.) It is not prevention. It is no weapon, no containment;
prevention. (Applause.)

Now, I ask you to also understand that at the same time as I stand here a friend of Israel, at the same
time as | have a 29-year, 100 percent voting record, I can also stand here and tell you that we must
recognize the Palestinians’ fundamental aspirations — to live in peace in their own state with its own
clear borders — that has to be our mission as well. (Applause.) And I assure you, I assure you that a
stable Palestinian state with assured borders and a flourishing economy will only strengthen Israel’s
security and Israel’s future.

The Palestinian children that I’ve seen — I went into Gaza a number of years ago, five years ago, and
the kids I saw playing in the rubble there, they should be able to grow up with playgrounds that aren’t
made of the debris of bombed-out buildings. Their parents deserve to be able to live their daily lives the
way people everywhere else in the world do and the way parents aspire to hopes for their children do.
And these families’ lives should not be determined by terrorists in their midst.

And though I emphasize that it is not a substitute for peace — believe me, not a substitute — Palestinians
also deserve to see their daily lives grow and the benefits of economic growth and development. And
that is why last weekend at the Dead Sea I described an economic investment initiative for the
Palestinian Territories led by Quartet Representative Tony Blair that will be different in scope and in
process than anything that has preceded it.

We know that this conflict, my friends, is not the cause of problems in the Middle East. Indeed, it has
often been used as a convenient excuse for autocrats who didn’t want their own populations to
recognize and wrestle with the inadequacies of their own governance. An excuse.

But make no mistake: Resolving this conflict for both sides can have far-reaching benefits that will be
in everybody’s interest. And the reverse is also true: Not resolving this will result in serious
consequences for both.

I understand that many of you are asking, “Ma Nishtana?” (Laughter.) “What makes this different from
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every other time?”

Well, the difference is that what happens in the coming days will actually dictate what happens in the
coming decades. We’re running out of time. We’re running out of possibilities. And let’s be clear: If we
do not succeed now — and I know I’m raising those stakes — but if we do not succeed now, we may not
get another chance. So we can’t let the disappointments of the past hold the future prisoner. We can’t
let the absence of peace become a self-fulfilling prophesy. The absence of peace is perpetual conflict.

So I want to ask you this: Whenever you think about this challenge and how hard it is, think about what
will happen if it doesn’t work. We will find ourselves in a negative spiral of responses and counter-
responses that could literally slam the door on a two-state solution, having already agreed, I think, that
there isn’t a one-state one. And the insidious campaign to de-legitimize Israel will only gain steam.
Israel will be left to choose between being a Jewish state or a democratic state, but it will not be able to
fulfill the founders’ visions of being both at once.

And the consequences of failure do not live only in the distant future. This is not some far-off concern,
my friends. There are also some very real short-term consequences to consider because the status quo is
simply not sustainable. (Applause.)

A stalemate today will not remain one tomorrow. What is static today will not be static tomorrow
because it has been so for so long and it cannot remain so given the options. In this conflict, the simple
fact is tomorrow is not guaranteed to look like today. And the people who think somehow because there
is a fence and because there’s been greater security and fewer people hurt are lulling themselves into a
delusion that that somehow can be sustained. It cannot be.

And think about what could happen next door. The Palestinian Authority has committed itself to a
policy of nonviolence. They are the only entity out there in that region that has committed themselves
to nonviolence. Think of the cost of that. And think of what they have done to try to build institutions, a
security arrangement, a democracy, a prime ministership, growth in the Palestinian economy. The fact
that last year, up until recently, not one Israeli died from anything that happened from the West Bank
until there was a settler killed about a month ago. Salam Fayyad did an extraordinary job of building
both the Palestinian Security Forces and the institutions of a viable state. But that’s not just the work of
one man. We look forward to continuing these efforts with new Prime Minister Dr. Rami Hamdallah.

But if that experiment is allowed to fail, ask yourselves: What will replace it? What will happen if the
Palestinian economy implodes, if the Palestinian Security Forces dissolve, if the Palestinian Authority
fails? Surely something much worse for Israel’s interests and for America’s and for the region. In fact,
the failure of the moderate Palestinian leadership could very well invite the rise of the very thing that
we want to avoid: the same extremism in the West Bank that we have seen in Gaza or from southern
Lebanon.

So before anyone gives up on this hope, we have to ask whether we are prepared to live with permanent
conflict, with the possibility of widespread civil disobedience, with the possibility of a civil rights
movement that grows in the West Bank, with the possibility of another intifada always looming around
the corner. If the parties don’t agree to come back to the table, the Palestinians have already said that
they will go to the UN and seek to join more UN organizations, where, despite the best efforts of the
United States, they will probably get more votes in their favor than they got last time. And last time, we
only got nine votes against. And the Palestinians have also threatened to take their case to the
International Criminal Court.
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Yes, the United States of America will always have Israel’s back. We will always stand up for Israel’s
security. But wouldn’t we both be stronger if we had some more company? With the right choices and
enough courage and determination, there is a very different future possible for Israel.

So I ask you today, don’t just look at what may happen that’s negative; look at the possibilities. T ask
you to recognize that this time can be different, but this time it actually has to be. People have spent so
much time lamenting what hasn’t worked in the past that I believe we’ve actually forgotten to focus on
what the future could look like if we do keep faith.

Think of the security benefits: an Israel where schoolchildren actually run around a playground without
having to run into bunkers and shelters to escape the incoming rocket fire. I’ve been to Sderot. I've
seen those hundreds of casings that are displayed there that have been fired out of Gaza. 1 went to
Kiryat Shmona up in the north and went into a bunker where kids had to hide from the Katyusha
rockets coming in from Lebanon. 1 know that fear. We can see a difference where you have a world
where extremists and their state sponsors can no longer use this festering conflict as an excuse or a
rallying cry for any number of hidden agendas. And we could see an Iran that is increasingly isolated.

And think of the economic benefits for the average Israeli citizen. The governor of the Bank of Israel
said a peace agreement with the Palestinians could boost Israel’s GDP by as much as 6 percent. An
agreement with the Palestinians that resulted in the normalization of relations with the Arab world,
promised by the Arab Peace Initiative, would end the Arab League boycott of Israeli goods, open huge
new markets for Israel, bring new foreign investment and business opportunities to Israel. And imagine
the possibilities, if you had peace, of the extraordinary array of religious sites that suddenly become
available from Jordan through the West Bank and into Israel. The end of political and logistical barriers
could turn Tel Aviv into a global hub for international finance and technology. And the possibilities for
tourism, as I mentioned, are simply extraordinary, an area where Israel actually currently
underperforms its potential and other countries in the region. They’re limitless with a rich collection of
historical, archacological, religious sites, as well as the modern attractions.

My friends, quite simply, peace pays. And Israel’s vibrant society and economy and its scientific and
technological achievements, all of them would suddenly receive a recognition that they deserve on the
world stage with the barriers broken down and the ability to move within the region, with embassies,
with recognition, with governments, with peace. That is what the future actually could produce. As the
Bible says, “There is a future for the man of peace.” And as men and women of peace, that is the future
that we need to pursue.

Now, I’ve asked you to think today about what happens if this fails. And I’ve asked you to think about
what happens if this succeeds. The third thing I want to ask you to think about today is probably the
most important. | want you to do more than just consider the consequences. I ask you to recognize that
you have a part to play in choosing which future will become our own. You should also know that
you’'re not going to be alone. The Arab League came here to Washington, and they’ve just shown that
they are ready to take steps forward, because they reaffirmed the Arab Peace Initiative, but they did so
differently than ever before. They added that it will have land swaps for the first time.

In fact, everywhere 1 go — literally, China, Japan — foreign ministers, presidents raise this issue. Young
people ask me about this conflict and what they can do to help end it. In the last couple of weeks I had
visits here from the Foreign Minister of Brazil and the Foreign Minister of New Zealand, and the first
thing out of their mouth was, “How can we help on the Middle East peace process?” Now, I asked
them, “Where’s that coming from? You’'re over in New Zealand and this is the first thing on your
mind?” They said yes because it affects all of the recruitment and all of the arguments and radicalism
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that we face, and they see the prospects and possibilities. Everyone is invested in a resolution and
everyone has a role to play.

My many conversations have led me to believe that both Prime Minister Netanyahu and President
Abbas can be partners in peace. And I know Minister Tzipi Livni, who is here, believes in peace, and
she is working hard to help move this process forward. And she is a friend and a valued colleague in
this effort to move forward, and I know you will hear from her later. And I thank her for her genuine
efforts to try to think differently and act differently at this moment. She shares the vision of an Israel
that is made stronger through a peace agreement that ensures its security. And she is committed to
working to make that a reality. All of these leaders are committed. We’re all committed.

So no one has a stronger voice in this than the American Jewish community. You can play a critical
part in ensuring Israel’s long-term security. And as President Obama said in Jerusalem, leaders will
take bold steps only if their people push them to. You can help shape the future of this process. And in
the end, you can help Israel direct its destiny and be masters of its own fate, just as Prime Minister Meir
dreamed that it would be.

So I ask you today, send the message that you are behind this hopeful vision of what can be. Let your
leaders and your neighbors alike know that you understand this will be a tough process with tough
decisions, but that you’re ready to back the leaders who make them. For your children, do this; for your
grandchildren, do this; for Israeli children and Palestinian children and for Israel, let them know that
you stand behind negotiations that will lead to two states for two peoples living side-by-side in peace
and security, and that you are part of the great constituency for peace.

Let the world know that when the next generation of soldiers stand on Masada’s mountaintop, when
they vell that ancient oath across that chasm, the vast expanses of their homeland -“Am Yisrael Chai™-
when they say that, that they too will hear the echoes of past generations just as I heard them, and that
they will know that as the echoes ring in their ears, the oath rings truer than ever.

With the commitment of the AJC that you have shown for more than a century, you can help ensure
that the State of Israel will indeed live long in peace and security, not in spite of its place alongside a
Palestinian state but because of it. You can help make sure the people of Israel and the State of Israel
will continue to thrive, continue to lead, continue to keep faith with its ancestors as it keeps faith with
its future. That’s what lies in front of us, and I hope together we will seize this moment and make the
most of it.

Thank you, and God bless.

Date: 6/3/2013

http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/ninet/content2 .aspx7c=70JILSPwF{ISG&b=8712787&ct=13... 18.06.2013



H.E. Radostaw Sikorski, Foreign Minister of Poland
The Statesmen’s Forum

AJC Global Forum 2013

Washington, D.C.

June 2, 2013

The American Jewish Committee has been a huge friend of Poland.

You were right there with us, as we re-joined the West, institutionally NATO and then the European
Union.

We noticed and we remember. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Now let’s make things better for our people. We appreciate your continuing support for Poland’s
membership in the US Visa Waiver Program.

Beyond that, Warsaw and Washington have plenty to do together, especially in three areas.

First, security.

Europe has unfinished business. Ideas and policies that won the Cold War are under pressure,
especially to the East of our borders.

Dictatorship in Belarus. Corruption in Ukraine. Frozen conflicts in the southern Caucasus.

EU/US teamwork and ieadership remain the only way to make a difference. We need to stand tall — to
be proud of what makes us strong, prosperous and stable.

US-Poland security cooperation sends its own signal. .

We were in command of an International Division in Iraq.

We’ve had a brigade in Ghazni, one of the tough provinces in southern Afghanistan.

We have welcomed a permanent aviation detachment of US air force. A missile defense SM-3 base in
Poland will help secure the US, Poland and other European allies from any Iranian missile threat.
Second, economy.

US-Poland economic relations are growing fast. Over the last decade our trade grew almost three-fold.
The US is a major investor in Poland. What goes around, comes around. Polish companies are starting
to invest here.

New opportunities will come with the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.

Yes, Asia is booming. But let’s keep an eye on the hard facts. Economic relations between the US and
EU generate half of the planet’s GDP. Between 2010 and 2012 US companies invested 6 times more
in Ireland than in China.

Let’s press home this global advantage, and take the relationship to a bold new level.

A new free trade space between Europe and the US will be a defining force in global trade and politics
for the rest of this century.

Third, values.

Immediate political interests come and go. It’s partnerships based on shared values and instincts that
count,

That’s why Poland has promoted the new European Endowment for Democracy, modeled on its
highly successful US counterpart. Poland is the seat of the Permanent Secretariat of Community of
Democracies. |1 will shortly announce the first International Solidarity Prize.

Poland has transformed itself in the past 20 years. We know all about transitions. What works, and
what doesn’t.

I want to see Washington and Warsaw working closely together to export this dynamic ‘technology of
transition’ to Eastern Europe, North Africa and Central Asia.

Ladies and Gentlemen

Today 1 want to use this opportunity to talk today about what only seemingly is beyond big picture
poiicy.

I want to talk about people. The Jewish community in Poland. First, it’s past.

Let’s jump in a time-machine, and go back 80 years.

Right back to early June 1933.

After 123 years of disastrous foreign rule, Poland is back on the map of Europe. We are reasserting
ourselves as an independent country. We had won the 1920 war against Bolshevik Russia.



But we are now in the grip of the Great Depression. Our GDP has dropped by a staggering 50 %.
Worse. We live in a bad neighbourhood.

To the West there’s Adolf Hitler, newly installed as Germany’s Chancellor in Berlin.

After the Reichstag Fire in February, Hitler has rammed through the infamous Enabling Act. He has
almost unlimited powers.

To the East there’s Jozef Stalin.

Not far from Warsaw in neighbouring Ukraine, his insane collectivisation policies are starving
millions of Europeans. Cases of cannibalism are reported.

My distinguished predecessor as Foreign Minister, August Zaleski, is President of the Polish-
American Chamber of Commerce.

Let us imagine that the American Jewish Committee of 1933 kindly invites him to make a
presentation on Poland and Europe.

If he were here instead of me, in 1933, he might start by saying just how large and dynamic and
successful the Jewish community has become.

For centuries the borders of the Polish political space have moved to and fro, but within those borders
Jewish communities have flourished.

He would have reminded the AJC that Jewish soldiers fought for Poland’s freedom.

Since 1918 tens of thousands of Jews had moved to the new Poland, to escape persecution in Soviet
Russia.

Now, in 1933, he would have said, Poland has the largest Jewish community in Europe.

A tenth of Poland’s population is Jewish — some 3 million people.

Warsaw is the world’s second largest Jewish centre after New York.

Jewish schools are booming, many state-sponsored. There are 600 newspapers published in Hebrew
and Yiddish. 15 Jewish theatres. Movies in Yiddish are part of our wider cultural life. Jewish political
parties from right to left have their say in Polish political life.

In 1933, Zaleski could have said: Poland is offering Jews hope of surviving both the Nazi and Soviet
persecutions.

That was the good news.

But Zaleski is honest. He would have addressed uglier issues.

In 1933 the sheer success of the Jewish community and the prevalence of Yiddish is aroused noisy
hostility. Anti-semitism is a widespread attitude all over Europe and Poland is not exempt.

But Zaleski would have assured the AJC, that Poland’s leader, Marshal Pilsudski may not be a
Jeffersonian democrat, but he stands firm against this crass populism.

Zaleski would have reassured the AJC that Poland’s Jewish community is part of Poland’s very
identity. Like Poland itself, it will grow from strength to strength.

Pilsudski insisted that what counts is loyalty to Poland, not a citizen’s language or religion.

This strong, honourable stand resonated among Jews in Poland and elsewhere. Polish and Jewish
donors pooled their money and bought a plot of land in British Palestine for Pilsudski. The certificate
is still on display in the President’s palace in Warsaw.

The AJC are campaigning to stop anti-Semitic ideas getting a foothold also here in America.
Together, minister Zaleski and AJC might have appealed against political extremism, for America’s
greater involvement on behalf of friends and allies and, last but not least, liberalizing travel
restrictions.

Unfortunately, the appeals went unheeded. Six years later, Hitler and Stalin attacked Poland.

Jews and Poles fought side by side.

On September 2, 1939, the Rabbis of Poland made an appeal:

“Let us praise the name of the Eternal.

We Jews, children of this land since time immemorial, stand in battle array, ready and waiting for Mr.
President of the Republic of Poland and Supreme Commander to call us to defend our beloved
Homeland at our posts and, if necessary, sacrifice our lives and our worldly possessions unreservedly
at the altar of cur Homeland.”

Some 2000 Polish Jews were among 21,000 officers murdered by Stalin at Katyn, including the Chief
Rabbi of the Polish Army.



Poland could not defend all of its citizens from foreign predators.

6 million Polish citizens died in WW2. What does that number mean?

Poland lost almost three thousand people, a 9/11, each day, for six years.

3 million Polish Catholics and 3 million Polish Jews, which means that 90 % of Catholics survived
and 90 % of Jews perished. Because Polish Jews were first and Polish Catholics the second in the line
for extermination.

Poland’s great, fine Jewish community was almost obliterated.

As they set about their ghastly work, the Nazis passed laws - laws unique to Poland - sentencing to
death anyone who protected Jews. Thousands were executed for trying to save their Jewish
compatriots.

The courage of people who defied this madness humbles us. I am proud to say that the greatest
number of names of Rightecious among Nations of Yad Vashem and here at the Holocaust Museum,
are Polish.

It is said that our part of the world produces more history than can be consumed locally. It also
produces extraordinary biographies.

Kpt. Witold Pilecki deliberately got himself arrested in 1940 and sent to Auschwitz, to gather
intelligence on what was happening there.

His reports were smuggled to the West by the underground and presented to Prime Minister Churchiil
and President Roosevelt, but they would not believe them.

Or act upon them.

Pilecki was at Auschwitz for two years. He then escaped and joined the Warsaw Uprising.He
survived, joined the Polish army in Italy and volunteered to go back to Communist-dominated Poland
undercover.

Unbelievably, this hero was given a show trial and executed - let’s say judicially murdered - in 1947
by the Soviet-imposed communist authorities

As Poland’s Chief Rabbi Michael Schudrich has put it:

When God created the human being, God had in mind that we should all be like Captain Witold
Pilecki

Pilecki was a Polish Catholic. But Polish-Jewish heroism could be equally astonishing,

A teenager from L6dZ was sent on cattle cars to Treblinka in the last days of 1942,

He escaped from the train, and was helped by a Polish peasant.

In April 1943, in the Polish underground he attacked German troops from outside the Warsaw ghetto.
As a member of an elite unite of the Polish Home Army, under the nom-de-guerre “Rysiek”, he
liquidated Nazi collaborators in the streets of Warsaw.

In August 1944 he again joined the fight, this time in the Warsaw Rising.

After the Soviets entered Poland in 1945 he escaped the country and joined the Polish Second Corps
in Italy, which was part of allied forces”.

Demobilized in 1947, he left for Palestine. He fought for Israel in the 1948 war of independence.
Mobilized several more times, he fought in the Yom Kippur.

Like Witold Pilecki, this man was a freedom fighter on an almost superhuman scale. “Rysiek” did not
give up in that cattle truck, that would have taken him to Treblinka. He has not given up yet.

His real name is Stanislaw Aronson, Colonel of the Polish army, colonel of the Israeli army, and he
has travelled from Tel Aviv especially to be with us tonight.

Let us celebrate a hero. From this platform let me say “thank you™ to Stanistaw Aronson.

Thank you for what you and so many others did to fight for Poland and for the cause of freedom.
Thank you for what you did to help us all be together, free, here today.

We have learned the hardest possible lesson from this disaster. Today we invest in our national
defence a steady 1,95 % of GDP and work as closely as we can with our allies, above all the United
States.

How about Poland’s relations with Israel?

With the Cold War behind us, Poland and Israel are working out their own political, economic,
cultural and let’s even call them psychological relationships.

And I am pleased to tell you that on every count our bilateral relations are good and strong.



Israeli visits to Poland are shooting up.

Israeli citizens are regaining personal links with Poland and even Polish citizenship. Last year we
issued 2000 new Polish passports in Tel Aviv.

Poland and Israel have good close military and intelligence cooperation. We Poles know that like
Poland in the 1930s, Israel today lives in a difficult neighbourhood. We both learnt in the 20th century
that when our enemies say they want to exterminate you, it is prudent to believe them.

Egypt is struggling with its transition from dictatorship. Hamas is a terrorist organisation.

Syria is a humanitarian disaster. The motives and policies of Iran are dangerous.

Vile anti-semitic rantings from certain Islamic clerics are a special disgrace.

United Nations in particular should be doing a lot more to condemn them.

Working out when and how to manage these strategic threats in a way is a top priority for Israel’s
leaders.

It’s one thing to face grave, even existential threats.

It’s another thing to respond wisely and well, 100% of the time.

I am sure that within the AJC you have vigorous exchanges on Israel’s policy dilemmas.

Within the European Union, these debates can be tough.

Poland doesn’t- and need not - support everything Israel does to maintain its security, or its handling
of Palestinian issues.

We don’t support the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories.

However, we completely reject and resist Islamic extremism,

Polish soldiers continue their mission in Afghanistan, as proudly as they did in Iraq.

Poland’s policy on Israel is principled and unambiguous.

Poland affirms Israel’s right to exist within secure borders.

Poland affirms Israel’s right to defend itself.

After what happened in WW2 to Poland and to the Jewish community in Poland and across Europe,
no-one should expect today’s Israel to sit meekly and wait to be attacked.

A wise Israel will think about helping the Palestinians achieve the same.

Let me conclude.

Poland today is free. Strong. And getting stronger.

With great freedom comes great responsibility.

Part of this responsibility lies in making sure that today’s Jewish community in Poland is safe,
welcome and respected.

Across Poland - most notably in Cracow but in other towns and cities too - Jewish festivals and events
are establishing themselves.

We support today’s Poland’s Jewish community.

We honour Poland’s historic Jewish community. Not just for how it died. But for how it lived, and
how it is coming back to life. :
In Warsaw in April a new museum opened its doors, the Museum of the History of Polish Jews.
This museum has been built in the heart of the former Warsaw Ghetto area on land donated by the city
of Warsaw.

The building has been paid for from Polish public funds.

It’s going to be a world-class centre for Jewish history and culture.

I expect that some of you here have generously supported this fine project. Thank you for that.

We all draw new strength from our heroes. We accept the responsibility that our hard-won freedom
gives us. '

To remember, and to learn.

To build, and to look to a future.

Date 6/2/2013



