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Dear President Zgonea, : %?

Thank you for your first letter of 17 June and for the updated letter of 10 July on the .
modification of the law on the status of Romanian deputies and senators and its upcoming entry -

into force. President Barroso and Vice President Reding have asked me to respond on their

behalf.

Comera Dope s

The Commission welcomes these latest developments, which are very relevant in the context
the recommendations addressed to Romania in the framework of the Cooperation an
Verification Mechanism (CVM). The latest recommendation on this issue, contained in the
January 2013 CVM Report, mentioned that the "Parliament should build on the new rules to
adopt clear, and objective procedures to suspend parliamentarians subject to negative integrity
rulings or corruption convictions; and to fix swift deadlines for processing requests from the
prosecution to lift immunity of parliamentarians. Full justification should be given if Parliament
does not let normal law enforcement take its course".

The new arrangements should help to pave the way to applying such principles in practice.

The Commission will also follow with great interest the upcoming discussions in the Romanian
Parliament on a Code of Conduct for deputies and senators. It could indeed be helpful to engage
in a discussion with the European Parliament. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe may also be in a position to offer its experience. We understand that you have addressed
a similar letter to President Schulz and this will be the best way to organise working meetings
with the European Parliament.

You may also wish to consider consulting Romanian civil society as well as the National
Integrity Agency.

1 take this opportunity to reiterate the Commission's support to the efforts undertaken by the
Romanian authorities to progress towards the objective of the CVM. I look forward to continuing
our cooperation on taking forward the process of reform.

Yours sincerely,
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Catherine Day
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Stimate Domnule Presedinte Zgonea,

Vi multumesc pentru prima dumneavoastra scrisoare din 17 iunie §i pentru scrisoarea continand
informatii actualizate, din 10 iulie, referitor la modificarile legii privind statutul deputatilor i
senatorilor romani si intrare sa viitoarea in vigoare. Presedintele Barroso si vicepresedintele
Reding m-au rugat si raspund in numele lor.

Comisia saluti aceste evenimente recente, relevante in contextul recomandirilor adresate
Romaniei in cadrul Mecanismului de cooperare si verificare (MCV). Ultima recomandare privind
aceastd temd, continutd in raportul MCV din ianuarie 2013, a mentionat faptul ca ,,Parlamentul
trebuie sd utilizeze noile norme pentru a adopta proceduri clare si obiective in cazul suspenddrii
parlamentarilor care fac obiectul unor hotdrdri negative in materie de integritate sau al unor
condamndri pentru acte de coruptie si stabilirea de termene reduse pentru prelicrarea cererilor
din partea organelor de urmdrire penald de ridicare a imunitatii pariamentarilor. Ar trebui sd se
furnizeze o justificare completd dacd Parlamentul nu permite ca activitatea de asigurare a
respectarii legii sd se desfdsoare normal”.

Noile aranjamente trebuie sa ajute la pavarea cdil pentru punerea acestor principii in practica.

De asemenea, Comisia va urmdri cu mare interes viitoarele discutii din cadrul Parlamentului
Romaniei privind Codul de conduita al deputatilor si senatorilor. Ar putea fi de ajutor inceperea
unui dialog cu Parlamentul European. Adunarea parlamentard a Consiliului Europei poate fi, de
asemenea, in misurd si ofere expertizd. Ni s-a adus la cunostinti ca ati trimis o scrisoare similara
presedintelui Schulz, aceasta fiind cea mai bund cale pentru a organiza intilnin de lucru cu
Parlamentul European.

De asemenea, puteti lua in considerare consultarea societatii civile din Roménia si a Agentiei
Nationale de Integritate.

Folosesc aceastd oportunitate pentru a reitera sprijinul Comisiei pentru efortul intreprins de catre
autoritatile roméne pentru a inainta citre obiectivul stabilit in cadrul MCV. Salut continuarea
cooperdrii noastre in ce priveste progresul procesului de reforma.

Cu stima,

Catherine Day



