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wind participarea la Forumului tinerilor Membri ai Parlamentului
(Bruxelles, 29 septembrie — 1 octombrie 2015)

In pericada 29 septembrie - 1 octombrie 2015 s-a desfasurat, la
Bruxelles, Forumul tinerilor Membri ai Parlamentului.

Reteaua europeand a tinerilor parlamentari cu vérsta sub 40 de ani a fost
creatd avédnd urmatoarele deziderate:

i) promovarea integrarii unei piete europene a muncii flexibild si sigura, prin
crearea unui singur contract de muncd valabil pentru toate tarile si care oferd garantii
in crestere; infiintarea unui serviciu pe deplin functional al ocupdrii fortei de munca
europene, care s& ofere mobilitate lucratorilor si o protectie adecvats in caz de somaj
temporar;

i} stimularea punerii in aplicare si consolidarea Garantiei europene pentru
tineret, in vederea combaterii somajului in randul tinerilor si punerea unui accent
deosebit pe selectarea celor mai bune practici din diferite state membre, precum si
sustinerea propunerii de instituire a Garantiei pentru tineret, ca o parte structurald a
bugetului Uniunii Europene si dotarea cu resurse adecvate;

iii} consolidarea si intarirea programului Erasmus+ $i, in special, a Serviciului
european pentru voluntariat ar favoriza un sentiment comun de identitate europeand
si diseminare a valorilor fundamentale ale Uniunii Europene la nivel mondial;

iv) combaterea discrepantei dintre cerere si oferta pe piata europeand a fortei
de munca, prin incurajarea studiului unor teme stiintifice si promovarea proiectelor
profesionale non-universitare, de asemenea, cu referire la politicile de imigratie;

v) promovarea cresterii, prin valorificarea avantajelor oferite de era digitala,
prin activarea programelor de formare IT si crearea unei piete digitale unice, care
prevede schimbul liber de informatii si de date cu caracter personal, asigurdnd in
acelasi timp o protectie uniformd si armonizarea deplind a legislatiei privind viata
privatad si securitatea sistemelor de informare;

vi) identificarea strategiilor coerente care - sa echilibreze durabilitatea si

consolidarea finantelor publice, prin mdsuri directe cu rolul de a inversa tendinta de
recesiune, de a potenta cresterea si care sa se bazeze pe unitatea dintre statele



membre si institutiile UE, pentru imbundtatirea calitatii cheltuielilor pub{ice, ceea ce
va duce la o crestere a cotei ce revine resurselor destinate investitiilor in cercetare,
inovare si construirea capitalului uman pentru sustinerea productivitatii globale si
competitivitatii economiilor europene;

vii) sporirea protectiei mediului, prin coordonarea coerentd a activitatilor
nationale si ale UE in sectorul energetic, precum si prin incurajarea investitiifor in
dezvoltarea de tehnologii care pot stimula eficienta energeticd a proceselor de
productie si sunt capabile a spori competitivitatea companiilor;

8. Reteaua are o abordare favorabild incluziunii, cu referire in special la Forumul
european al tineretului; se va consulfta gi va coopera, cdt mai mult posibil, cu
organizatiile politice si civile care luptd pentru interesele tinerilor din Europa, inclusiv
cele care actioneaz3 pentru grupurile subreprezentate;

Membrii Retelei se vor intéini la fiecare §asé luni, cu scopul de a defini strategii
si obiective, fie in cadrul parfamentului national, fie la nivelul Parlamentului European;

Reteaua va realiza obiectivele prin actiuni parlamentare si legisiative,
coordonate de citre membrii sdi, apeland la instrumentele de comunicare ale tinerilor
si institutii precum  Dialogul structurat european, dar si prin promovarea de
evenimente, conferinte $i seminarii, in vederea ridicdrii gradului de constientizare a
problemelor relevante in ochii publicului;

Pentru a asigura un schimb consistent, precis $i armonios al informatiilor, va fi
instituiti o bazd de date, actualizata in mod regulat, a tuturor parlamentarilor-
membrii ai Retelei, fiecare adunare legislativd avdnd un Imputernicit care este
insdrcinat cu supravegherea functionérii acesteia.

Forumul de la Bruxelles a fost organizat sub inaltul patronaj al
Parlamentuiui European si a avut ca tema de dezbatere ,Somajul in
rédndul tinerilor, in contextul Planului de Investitii al Comisiei
Europene”, fenomen care a crescut la un nivel alarmant in multe State
Membre in perioada crizei financiare.

La reuniune au fost prezenti aproximativ 50 de participanti din peste 15
state membre ale Uniunii Europene, printre care: Martin Schulz, Presedintele
Parlamentului European, Manfred Weber, pregedintele Grupului Partidului
Popular European (Crestin Democrat); Carlos Moedas, comisar european
pentru Cercetare, Stiinta si Inovare; Philippe Baker, membru PPE; Margaritis
Schinas, purtdtor de cuvént al Comisiel Europene; Nick Jannet, director al
Bancii Europene de Investitii (BEI); Kristin Schreiber, Director in cadrul
Comisiei Europene.

Delegatia Camerei Deputatilor a fost reprezentata de doamnele
deputat Cristina Pocora si Valeria Schelean si de domnii deputati
Viorel Marian Dragomir, Alexandru Nazare, Ionescu Aurelian, Adrian
Miroslav Merka, Razvan Rotaru si Zsolt Molnar.

Forumul tinerilor Membri ai Parlamentului de la Bruxelles a /nceput in
dupd amiaza zilei de 29 septembrie 2015 cu introducerea programului de cétre
domnul Victor Negrescu, europariamentar si membru al Bordului EU40.
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in opinia reprezentantilor Bordului EU 40, fenomenul actual al incetinirii
economice afecteazs toate statele membre si Uniunea Europeand in ansamblu
ei, determinadnd deteriorarea gravd a structurii societatii.

Somajul in réndul tinerilor este una dintre cele mai grave consecinte ale
crizei economice, prin urmare, este de datoria factorilor de decizie alesi la nivel
national si european de a veni cu solutii urgente si eficiente, care sa fondeze
perspectiva revenirii la crestere si prosperitate a cetatenilor si, in special, a
tinerilor ca baza a societatii viitorului.

Programul Forumului a inclus dezbateri pe marginea unui proiect de
rezolutie privind viitorul unei Europe moderne, precum si dezbateri in trei
sesiuni de lucru prezidate de reputati economisti europeni, in care au fost
abordate teme ce vizeaza somajul in randul tinerilor si incluziunea acestora; .
IMM-urile si domeniul Cercetarii si Inovarii.

In interventia sustinutd, domnul deputat Viorel Marian Dragomir a
afirmat ca: “toate tarile membre ale UE au diferite forme de sustinere a
diminudrii somajului Tn randul tinerilor, fiind necesard sustinerea infiintarii de
noi job-uri pentru tineri, folosind noul Plan de Investitii European ce are un
potential de 315 miliarde de euro. O problemd cu care ne confruntdm aziin
Romania este libera circulatie a fortei de muncad in Europa. Dacd in primii ani
ne-am bucurat de libertatea de a circula si de a munci in orice tard a UE, acum
suntem in situatia Tn-care statul roman constatd ca a investit in pregatirea
universitara a tinerilor, dar roadele investitiei sunt culese de tdrile vestice care
inca reprezinta mirajul tinerei generatii prin nivelul salariului si al conditiilor de
munca oferite”.

in cazul Romé&niei, deputatul apreciazi misurile sociale privind
stimularea incadrdrii in munca a elevilor si studentilor, prin care angajatorul
care incadreaza elevi si studenti pe perioada vacantelor beneficiazi pentru
fiecare elev si student de un stimulent financiar lunar egal cu 50% din valoarea
indicatorului social de referintd in luna respectivd, stimularea angajatorilor prin
acordarea de subventii pentru recrutarea tinerilor absolventi si initiativele care
combina ocuparea cu formarea fortei de muncd prin participarea la ucenicie si
stagii i masurile dedicate cresterii mobilitdtii tinerilor prin acordarea primei de
mobilitate.

Domnia sa a mai addugat cd: “avand in vedere faptul ca inainte de a fi
parlamentar coordonam activitatea de investitii in mediul privat intr-o
companie multinationala, consider cd stimularea tinerilor intreprinzitori trebuie
sa constituie o prioritate pentru dezvoltarea mediului de afaceri.

Aceste mdsuri reprezintd doar o parte din programele existente in
Romania care insd nu sunt promovate suficient.

Cred cd in perioada urmatoare ar trebuie s& acorddm atentie programelor
de formare profesionald numai in conditiile existentei unei finalitdti urmate de
angajarea celor ce se recalifica.

In ultimii ani absorbtia fondurilor europene a devenit o practicd pentru
formarea profesionala care nu este urmatd de angajarea cursantilor. Mai mult
decat atat, unii someri au devenit adevarati vanitori de cursuri, acceptand sa
fie platiti derizoriu pentru a asista plictisiti la pledoariile unor falsi profeti
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economici care-si incarci buzunarele sfidénd adevaratele nevoi ale persoanelor
fara serviciu.

“Consider cd relansarea investitiilor este un element esen;ial pentru
cresterea economiei {drifor membre EU. 5-a demonstrat c3 recesiunea
economicd a adus doar austeritate si sdracie”,

La dezbaterile Forumului, dar si la interviul acordat catre Radio TV Arthis
Bruxelles deputatul Viorel Marian Dragomir a sustinut faptul ca tinerii sunt
optimisti, creativi si inovativi in ceea ce privesc ideile de afaceri, dar din pacate
nu dispun de banii necesari nceperii unei afaceri, temandu-se in acelagi timp ti
de practicile birocratice.

“Tdrile membre ale UE au implementat forme diferite de finantare a
programelor pentru tineri, fiind necesar ca prin eforturi comune sa simplificam
procedurile de accesare a fondurilor europene si sa diminuam birocratia. Din
punctul meu de vedere mai putine hartii inseamnd mai multa eficienta”.

In alocutiunea sa, domnul deputat Aurelian Ionescu a arédtat c&:

~Este foarte important ca masurile economice si financiare prevdzute
inclusiv prin Planul de Investitii pentru Europa, s3 conducd la cresterea
investitiilor fa nivelul intregii UE, evitdnd concentrarea in anumite domenii si
acordédnd atentia cuvenitd tarilor cu nevoi mari de investitii., Aceasta va
contribui in mod eficient la promovarea convergentei reale in UE, precum si la
-consolidarea Pietei unice”.

In cadrul procesului de operationalizare a Planului pana la sfarsitul anului
curent, pentru Romania este esential@ identificarea posibilitdtilor de accesare a
Fondului European pentru Investitii (creat pentru sprijinul finantdrii
investitiilor).

In acest context, parlamentarul a pledat pentru operationalizarea rapida
a structurii consultative pentru a putea fi asiguratd asistenta tehnicd necesard.
Speram ca aceasta sa aibd un efect de levier la nivel local si s3 poatd fi oferit3
asistenta tehnicd adecvata acolo unde este nevoie.

Domnia sa gi-a exprimat speranta ca Roménia s3 devind un beneficiar
direct si indirect al EFSI. ,Avem un potential investitional substantial si sperdm
ca anumite proiecte in domeniile de interes prioritar pentru noi si pentru
regiune (energie, infrastructurd de transport, inovatie) vor fi parte a listei de
proiecte care vor beneficia de finantare”.

Cu o ratd a somajului de doar 6,8% inregistratd la nivel national si cu
mai putin de 630.000 de gomeri, Romé&nia ocupd o pozitie favorabild in randul
statelor din Uniunea Europeana, aflandu-se pe locul opt in topul statelor cu
cele mai mici rate ale somajului.

in ceea ce priveste nivelul somajului in réndul tinerilor, desi s-au facut
eforturi in sensul diminudrii ratei somajului in randul tinerilor, acesta s-a
mentinut relativ constant in 2013 si 2014, la un nivel de aproximativ 24%
(media europeana fiind de 22%).

In aceste conditii, Roménia acordd o atentie speciald activarii tinerilor
care nu sunt inclusi In sistemul de educatie sau formare sau nu sunt integrati

pe piata muncii (NEET), printr-o serie de initiative complementare, atat la nivel
legislativ cat si la nivelul finantarii.
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In cadrul acestei initiative, Romania are la dispozitie un total de peste
500 de milioane de euro, fonduri europene care pot fi absorbite in 2014 si
2015, in principal pentru 3 regiuni de dezvoltare, in care somajul depdseste
25%: Centru, Sud-Muntenia si Sud-Est Dobrogea.

Romania salutd propunerea de marire a ratei pre-finantdrii in cazul
Initiativei privind ocuparea tinerilor, in alocarea ei bugetard pe 2015, de la 1-
1,5% la aproape 30%.

Tinerii sunt creativi, increzatori, au idei bune de afaceri, unele stralucite,
dar de cele mai muite ori le lipseste finantarea Si i sperie birocratia.

Majoritatea statelor membre ale UE mcura]eaza dezvoltarea de scheme
de finantare orientate inspre tinerii debutanti in afaceri. Unii opteazd pentru
granturi nerambursabile, altii pentru Tmprumuturi cu costuri mici prin
acordarea de garantii de stat. Unii subventioneaza costurile administrative sau
finanteaza capitalul social pentru infiintarea de firme, altii construiesc scheme
atractive pentru tineri printr-o combinatie de facmtate Recomandarile
europene, intarite de catre Directoratul General pentru Intreprinderi si Mediu
de afaceri, aratd cd astfel de initiative meritd promovate la nivel national,
regional si local.

ta fel ca si celelalte state membre ale UE, Romaénia incurajeaza
initiativele si creativitatea tinerilor si implicit lansarea lor in afaceri Astfel,
Programul pentru dezvoltarea abilitatilor antreprenoriale in randul tinerilor si
facilitatea accesului la finantare START, Programul pentru stimularea infiintarii
si dezvoltarii microintreprinderilor de cdtre intreprinzatorii debutanti n afaceri
2015, completeazd mdsurile anticriza luate de Romania pand in prezent. Acest
program igi propune s& incurajeze si sa faciliteze aparitia unei noi generatii de
antreprenori §i sa cultive un mediu de afaceri in care fiecare intreprindere si
aiba acces efectiv la pietele de produse si servicii.

Programul urmdregte: dezvoltarea aptitudinilor antreprenoriale bazate pe
cunoagterea si gestionarea optimd a resurselor in vederea adaptdrii rapide la
rigorile determinate de globalizarea pietelor, stimularea si sprijinirea dezvoltarii
firmelor nou-infiintate (start-up-uri) prin facilitarea accesului acestora la
finantare gi facilitarea accesului tinerilor la sursele de finantare.

Romania salutd adoptarea Strategiei pentru Piata Unicid Digitald.
competitivitatii economiei europene, la Tmbunatatirea eficientei in procesele
industriale si cresterea productivitdtii, la bundstarea cet3tenilor europeni, la
asigurarea coeziunii sociale si la realizarea de economii substantiale pentru
administratiile publice. Este necesard deci cooperarea activd si intensd intre
statele membre, institutiile europene si partile interesate. Apreciem faptul ca
Strategia urmaregte cresterea competitivitatii in sectorul digital, prin m3suri
concrete care sa ofere oportunitdti noi de investitii si s& solutioneze problemele
actuale de pe piata.

In opinia deputatului Aurelian Ionescu, concluzia dezbaterilor din cadrul
Forumul tinerilor membri ai Parlamentului European, EU40 este cd: “statele
membre ale UE sunt obligate din punct de vedere moral s& Spn]me integrarea
in muncd a tuturor tinerilor europeni, asigurdndu-le in acelasi timp
profesronal;zarea in principalele domenii economice din spatiul UE, mai cu
seama in domeniul IT . Impreuna cu alti colegi parlamentari mi-am propus s&
preludm modelul ., Forumul tinerilor membri ai Parlamentului European, EU40”
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pentru a adopta si la nivelul Parlamentului Romaniei o rezolufie pe aceastd
importantd tema”.

La finalul Seminarului, textul rezolutiei a fost aprobat in unanimitate
Textul rezolutiei si programul complet al Forumului sunt anexate.

Deputat Viorel Marian Dragomir doas

Deputat Cristina Pocora
Deputat Alexandru Nazare

Deputat Ionescu Aurelian %

Deputat Adrian Miroslav Merka
Deputat R&zvan Rotaru ’W

Deputat Zsolt Molnar

Deputat Valeria Schelean

Redactet.: Teodora Poterasy DCOIUE/DGAE
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European Parliament

YOUNG PARLIAMENT MEMBERS EUROPEAN FORUM
September 29 - October 1 2015, European Parliament (EP), Brussels

Youth unemployment in the context of the European Commission

investment plan
-Draft agenda-
Tuesday, September 29 \
Allday Bon Voyage! Travel and check in at hotel of choice.
(Closest to the EP: Renaissance, Rue du Parnasse & Radisson
Blu, Rue d'Idalie)
18:00 Registration at the Place Luxembourg entrance of the EP and

introduction into the upcoming programme by Victor
Negrescu, Member of the EU40 Board (confirmed}, room
PHS P5B001, EP

20:00 Dinner at a tbc restaurant hosted by high ranking European
CEO and welcome address by the EU40 Board

Wednesday, September 30

09.00 Welcome address by MEP Philippe de Backer
(confirmed), room PHS P5B001, EP

09:30 Explanation of the EFSI by Nick Jennet, Director of the
European Investment Bank, New Products and speciai

transactions department {confirmed), room PHS P5B001,
EP

10:00 Distribution of draft proposal of the resolution ona
future for a modern Europe and short explanation of its
content (1-2 pages), room PHS P5B001, EP

10:30 Discussion on the draft proposal (plenary stile), room PHS
P5B001, EP
12:30 Lunch in the Members Salon hosted by high-ranking

European CEOQ. Nomination of three coordinators of the
breakout sessions

14:00 3 breakout sessions {committees) on Youth
unemployment & inclusion (room A5G375), SMEs {room
P6C011) and Research & Innovation (digital,

Contact details: Camelia Vasile: mobile +32 471 960 816; Gabriel Daia: mobile +32 483 509 886
Adam Mouchtar: mobile +32 499 421 655. Email addresses: camelia@eu40.eu, gabriel@eu40.eu, adam@eu40.eu
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European Pariient
environment, energy) — room A1E-3.
--- time for written amendments to text
16:00 Coffee Break, room PHS P5B001, EP

16:30 Introduction of the results from the three coordinators,
room PHS P5B001, EP *

17:00 Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament to
address the Forum (confirmed), room PHS P5B001, EP

17:30 Discussion on the results with EU Commissioner for
Research, Science and Innovation, Carlos Moedas (invited)
and vote on three finals texts, room PHS P5B001, EP

18:30 Meeting of Manfred Weber with EPP MPs (confirmed),
room PHS P5B001, EP

19:00 Group Photo

20:00 Dinner at a tbc restaurant hosted by 2 EU40 partners

Thursday, October 1

09:00 Merger of the three texts to one resolution in a political
working group, roorn PHS P5B001, EP

10:00 Intervention by Margaritis Schinas, European Comimission
Chief Spokesperson (confirmed), in preparation of the
press conference and on the wording of the text, room PHS
P5B001, EP

10:15 Discussion on final text (plenary stile) with involvement of
Elzbieta Biennkowska, EU Commissioner for Internal
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs {invited),

room PHS P5B001, EP
11:00 Vote on final text, room PHS PSB001, EP
11:30 Press conference and introduction of text
12:15 Final lunch and goodbyes
14:00 Check-out and departure

Contact details: Camelia Vasile: mobile +32 471 960 816; Gabriel Daia: mobile +32 483 509 886
Adam Mouchtar: mobile +32 499 421 655. Email addresses: camelia@eu40.eu, gabriel@eu40.eu, adam@eu4{.eu




Resolution
Young Parliament Members Forum

1. identifying Europe’s problems

The first task for the new generation of political leaders and European citizens alike is
identifying the problems we are facing and the obstacles we are to overcome in the
following years. The debate about the opportunity for change is a mainstay of political life
and sometimes it carries the risk of rendering leaders and institutional actors unable to cope
with the tasks they are to perform.

Unemployment, the economic and financial crisis, the refugee crisis are not simply the
causes that need to be addressed by specific policies and actions. They are instead the
symptoms of underlying problems, within the structure of the European and national
institutions, which need to be redressed after a thoughtful debate and reform.

At the same time, as young politicians, we are painfully aware of the “charges” brought
against European and national institutions. Europe needs to become more open, more
transparent and more democratic.

The current representative framework in which many European and national institutions
operate is disconnected from the wider social sphere. Moreover, the old instruments of
policy making are becoming obsolete, as new patterns of interaction and social change are
already taking over the world and restructure the world we live in.

As young politicians, we want to encourage the participation of young people in politics and
find the right argument and ideas that will enable the involvement of our generation.

2. Combating Unemplioyment

One of the consequences of the economic and financial crisis has been the steady rise of
unemployment all over the continent, now reaching 9.5% of the EU-28 labour force.
Moreover, the most disturbing facts are that the number of citizens facing long-term
unemployment (3.1 % of the EU-28 labour force) and the number of young Europeans
unable to earn a living (now at 20.4 %) are increasing. At the same time, the situation is
dramatic because the generation that has to bear this burden is probably the generation of
European citizens that has received the best academic or technical education in the history
of the continent.

It is important to understand that unemployment is not simply an economic or statistical
factor, brought about by sudden shifts in international, sectorial or regional markets.
Unemployment is a social trauma that can feed a destructive cycle of poverty and socia!



exclusion. With this in mind, we believe that the responsible attitude of young politicians is
to support policies that take into account not only statistical or economic aspects, but are
also tailored to better address the social issues underlying this problem.

Financial instruments supporting access to finance for SMEs and finance for micro and social
entrepreneurship and social impact investment can play a useful role in addressing
unemployment challenges and promoting social inclusion and the social economy more
broadly.

To tackle the worrying trends of long term unemployment and address the specific needs of
vulnerable groups and socially excluded persons in a more effective and sustainable way, we
believe that impactful instruments will be needed. Such instruments could combine
European and national resources and provide a blended form of finance, combining micro-
finance with non-repayable forms of assistance {e.g. grants) in order to offer a more viable
form of support to social enterprises or micro start-ups of vulnerable or excluded persons,
and to facilitate more integrated development interventions.

3. Creating more “open” institutions

It is important for responsible stakeholders to start acting towards understanding and
incorporating the transformations of the digital age into policy making. Young politicians in
Europe understand we live in an environment where social trends and norms are structured
and restructured in faster and sometimes uncontrollable manner. And the answer to the
incredible gualitative and quantitative transformation brought about by the information
technology is not that of falling back on old procedures and arrangements — the speed and
the vitality of social networks, of online interaction, must become part of the new
institutional arrangements of the future.

Creating more flexible and direct feed-back based policies becomes increasingly possible
in today’s age and the political structures must become part of this change, moving
towards increased transparency and more numerous instances of direct participation of the
public.

The European Union has gone a long way towards giving European citizens a stronger voice
in drafting policies. Ever since the democratic system has expanded beyond the walls of the
Ancient city-state, democracy had developed by enlarging its sphere and its traits. It is time
however to move forward and take this process to its logical conclusion — European and
national institutions and decision making must have a stronger “online” component, The
online environment is not simply an instrument for entertainment or a platform of one-way
communication. As politicians living in the “global village” we understand the need for a
system that derives its legitimacy from the sustained and continuous participation of the
citizens. This is particularly true for those segments of the population that do not have an
institutional representation, and enter the democratic process often via the internet: the



unemployed, the students, the small and micro-enterprises {often individual or family-
owned), the social enterprises.

4. Harnessing Europe’s ICT potential - adopted

The technical revolution of the past two decades has gone a long way towards radically
altering the world we live in. Productivity has increased, as have leisure or entertainment
opportunities. Europe can and should play a leading role in ICT. The IC;F technologies hold
the key towards transforming the European economy into a system that can remain
extremely competitive in an increasingly dynamic global market, while maintaining a high
degree of customer satisfaction and customer protecfion.

At the same time, making use of Europe’s ICT potential entails revolutionizing our approach
to educationh. Tomorrow’s rules and meaning belong to today’s kids entering schools or
today’s students entering universities for the first time. Finding better and innovative ways -
of integrating the IT&C component into the education systems is the only path that can lead
to education systems which provide pupils not only with skills, but also with creativity and
critical insightfulness.

As young European politicians, we believe that it is important to link the transformation
occurring in the technological sphere with a very important sector of European
economies: SMEs.

5. Support to SMEs, the drivers of the real economy

SMEs are the backbone of the econamic system. They represent 99% of all enterprises,
employ 2 in every 3 employees, account for nearly 60 of value added and are key drivers for
export and innovation. They represent a source of flexible and stable employment and of
organic growth. Finally, SMEs are crucial for maintaining the social fabric of European
societies.

Yet despite their economic importance, SMEs typically face greater problems than larger
firms in several areas, including access to finance. They have to rely mostly on local bank
credit, and their limited sources of funds are further constrained by lower credit ceilings and
more penalizing credit conditions. There are multiple reasons behind SMEs' obstacles in
accessing finance: the difficulty for banks of acquiring SME creditworthiness information at
a reasonable cost, SMEs' higher perceived riskiness coupled with the current risk aversion of
banks, SMEs' lack of financial literacy. These issues are exacerbated during financial crises.

We consider that SMEs need to continue to be at the forefront of the policy makers'
attention. We welcome in this respect the various measures taken at the EU, national,
regional and local levels to address SME's difficulties in accessing finance, ranging from



grants to financial instruments (direct lending, credit guarantee and counter-guarantee
scheres, equity financing, etc.). Some of them are implemented through promotional banks
that play a key role in addressing market gaps and supporting SME finance. Equally
important are in our view the non-financial measures that have been enacted (e.g. the Small
Business Act) or envisaged notably under the Capital Markets Union to provide for a better
eco-system for SMEs.

We recognize the substantial support to SMEs that EU programmes will provide in the
period 2014-2020 — both through centralized management and in shared management with
Member States — together with the sizable contributions of EIB and EIF.

However, we consider that more can and should be done to support SMEs. The European
Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) is set to play a particularly important role in mobilising
investments for SMEs, creating jobs and supporting growth and innovation. It also provides
a unigue platform for bringing together financial resources from private and public
investors, the EiB/EIF, promotional banks, financial intermediaries and other partners,
complemented by technical assistance and expertise.

6. Using the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) to develop the
continent

The European Union must make full use of its financial and institutional instruments in order
to help foster development and growth. The European Fund for Strategic investments (EFSI)
is one of the main instruments to achieve these objectives.

EFSI has the ambitious goal of mobilizing 315 billion new investments, by catalysing public
and private funds through a 16 bn EU guarantee and a 5 bn EIB contribution. As young
politicians, we are aware that public intervention is not a panacea. However, public funds
can unlock additional investments in innovative R&D or IT&C projects, in a moment where
ample liquidity in the markets is not being translated into real investments and promising
firms — including innovative SMEs, start-ups and social enterprises - cannot access the
funds necessary to revive productivity,

Europe still needs to invest more in SMEs and infrastructure. Tomorrow’s generation needs
better and interconnected transport routes, safer and cleaner energy sources, smarter and
greener towns, more efficient hospitals, economically durable and sustainable jobs relying
on innovation.

The EFSI, and the financial instruments in the EU budget, must become the catalyst
towards this transformation of European infrastructure and R&I, while adhering to
European standards of competitiveness and efficiency. In order for the EFS! to reach its
objectives, as young politicians we support the increase of the public awareness and the
involvement of all the MS.
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Young Parliament Members Forum

I. Youth unemployment

1. Education and learning L

There needs to be more focus on portability of educational documents. Education systems
should be finked to the job market. We encourage national governments to consider the
long-term availability of apprenticeships. Qualified young people should benefit in the job
market in the same way as any other person.

2. Labor market

The private sector, supported by strong economies is the primary provider of job
opportunities. Young people are not only job-takers but also job-makers and therefore,
educational establishments should cooperate better with enterprises and promote training
to young entrepreneurs.

3. Policy

Youth employment and life-long learning should be prioritised in the Youth Employment
Package. The burdens of bureaucracy shouid be minimized wherever possible. The EU
should monitor the implementation of the YEP, its progress in member states and the Youth
Guarantee where adopted, and promote the sharing of good practice. The measurement of
youth unemployment statistics should be made more robust by using larger datasets. In
parallel to this we need to recognize the growing problem of underemployment which
affects young people right across Europe.

Il. SMEs

1. Access to Finance

Building on the experience gained with the pooling of resources, notably in the context of
the SME Initiative, as young MPs we call on the EU, Member States, Promotional banks, the
EIB/EIF, public and private intermediaries and investors to explore further smart
combinations of available financial resources in order to increase the leverage and impact
of interventions. We believe the measures that can be supported under EFS| provide a good
platform for developing impactful financing solutions to provide SMEs with the support that
is necessary for them to thrive, grow, innovate and create jobs.



We consider the focus should be on achieving optimal scale and impact, by developing
sizeable instruments which could reach large numbers of SMEs, while also ensuring the
proper targeting of critical SME groups. In certain areas, blended forms of support including
financial instruments and grants, technical assistance and procurement, could play a
special role in providing a corrective to market failures and encourage the financing of
projects with high econemic and social returns. We call upon all actors to support an equity
finance based culture including crowd-funding and business_angels, and to create a
conducive eco-system to provide the necessary impetus to further develop the private
sector finance.

We call upon all actors to improve the exchange of best practice and information on access
to finance, and to ensure better communication and mutuat recognition of European and
national managing authorities contro! mechanism,

2. Regulation

We call upon all actors to review the recently enacted financial services reguiation and its
potentially negative effects of banks risk-taking capacity.

In advanced economies, capital markets play a fundamental role in providing services to
finance novel, longer-duration and high-risk projects. As 80% of current finance for SMEs is
coming from banks, we believe SMEs need support to diversify and complement their
sources of funds with market-based finance.

In Europe, up to 90% of SMEs that require external financing need to rely on debt, usually
bank loans. However, due to the very diverse nature of the SME population, other types of
funding could sometimes be more appropriate for the needs of some companies because of
their size, age, sector, business model, availability of collateral and other factors. We believe
it is key to broaden the range of available financing sources that SMEs can choose from, to
also include readily available sources of equity {such as venture capital), a strong business
angel community, crowdfunding, business-to-business tending and microfinance,

3. Technical Assistance (TA) and Awareness Raising

We call upon al! actors to streamline, facilitate and simplify the process, facilitate the
access to funding and technical assistance, reduce unnecessary administrative burden and
red-tape, and to foresee a single access point for the provision of technical advice.

The pracess needs to be shaped in a way to allow businesses to stay focused on their core
business activity.

We welcome EU's initiatives on the single access point, Enterprise Europe Network,
dedicated web site, SME info days in Member States on available financial support. All of
these are steps in the right direction. However, more needs to be done to ensure easy and
single access by SMEs to information on where to find FU-supported finance and under




which conditions. In this context, we wish to underline the importance of working further on
the streamlining and harmonisation of requirements for accessing EU financial support.

I11. Research and innovation

1. Internet of things shouid be one of the main points of attention in the IT&C policy of the
European Union. Internet of Things will improve the European industry, the wellbeing of
workers and the competitiveness of the European Union. More sustainable industry means
better work, better future and less unemployment. The EU Commission should develop new
specific calls and mechanisms to allow European SMEs work together with industry and thus
creating the new industry 4.0.

2. The main objective is to develop a new industrial innovative ecosystem of SMEs, capable
of implementing technological solutions based on the Internet of Things and the new
connected Industry 4.0.

3. Let us not forget the EU's strong track record in research and innovation at its institutes of
higher education. This should be protected and strengthened. Technological research and
innovation should remain at the core of the research and teaching agenda of the European
institutes of higher education.

Europe should prevent a brain-drain to other countries. It has to be capable to stand the
competition to not lose its experts/professionals. It is important to consider that research is
not only about money but also about human resources and we need to keep them in the
European Union.

4. We should take into account the evolution in technology and digital platforms to enable
our educational institutions to track the performances of the pupils and students,
minimizing the resources used on i.e. physical papers, books, exams and administration. This
transition into a digital society challenges the existing working methods of the educational
sector today.

5. We express our strong concern on the considerable impact on the budget of the

European Fund for Strategic Investments {EFS!); believes that the financing for Horizon 2020
should be fully maintained and should in no way be affected by the fu nding of the EFSI.

The resolution was entirely approved b\? all participants with only one abstention.



