Me. Rer o, (€2 ( 207

- Mrke/ ATTa06 2y
Parlamentul ﬁ\ﬁﬁ‘“qj\;\y\ ..
Camera =-’°'* tall E LUAT ACT T

< ta !rouluuPermanent

_;@bﬁbmeye:Oeputano
' Mﬁ"*ﬁ{gf e.02.0 ‘-«93’[9

..........................................

1518-2016) SARBATORIM IMPREUNA

INFORMARE

privind partlmparea la reuniunea Comisiei permanente _- :
Parlamentare a Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est/(/

Ljubliana, Slovenia, 15-16 decembrle\*zdi?

in perioada 15-16 decembrie 2017, a avut loc la Ljubllana, Slovenia, reuniunea
Comisiei permanente a Adundrii Parlamentare a SEECP, in organizarea Presedintiei- in-
exercitiu slovene a organizatiei.

Evenimentul a reunit membri ai Comisiei permanente ai Adunarii Parlamentare a
Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (AP SEECP) din Ankara, Atena, Belgrad,
Bucuresti, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Skopje, Sofia, Tirana si Zagreb. Chisinau si
Pristina nu au avut reprezentare la aceasta reuniune.

Potrivit prevederilor Regulamentului Adunarii, Presedintele Camerei Deputatilor a
desemnat-o pe doamna deputat Mariana-Venera Popescu (Minoritati nationale),
Presedintele Delegatiei Parlamentului Romaniei la Adunarea Parlamentara a SEECP, ca
reprezentant al Delegatiei romane la aceasta reuniune.

Reuniunea Comisiei permanente a avut drept scop promovarea in contextul
moto-ului Seed4Future — Perspectiva viitorului in Europa de Sud-Est a prioritatilor
esentiale ce vor fi exercitate in cadrul presedintiei slovene a SEECP si care se vor
concentra pe Extinderea Uniunii Europene, Consolidarea Securitatii, Oferirea de
oportunitati pentru tineri si Transformarea digitalad a societatii. :

Pe ordinea de zi a reuniunii au figurat, printre altele, dezbateri pe tema Evolutia si
perspectiva viitoare a Adundrii Parlamentare a SEECP, prilej de reflectie asupra
functionarii in continuarea a organizatiei.

Lucrdrile reuniunii au fost deschise de catre Presedintele Adunarii Nationale a
Republicii Slovenia, dr. Milan Brglez. In interventia sa, domnul Milan Brglez, a subliniat
importanta Adundrii Parlamentare a Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (AP
_SEECP) si, si-a exprimat dorinta ambitioasd, ca AP SEECP sa devina principala
organizatie parlamentara, care sa ofere oportunitatea schimbului de opinii si a celor mai
bune practici a tuturor tarilor din regiune.

In continuarea interventiei sale, dr. Milan Brglez, a reiterat faptul cad Republica
Slovenia a acordat o atentie deosebita Adunarii Parlamentare a SEECP, ca fiind cea mai
potrivita platforma pentru a raspunde tuturor provocarilor existente in Europa de
Sud-Est. In acest context, Milan Brglez a prezentat moto-ul Presedintiei slovene
See4Future - Perspectiva viitorului in Europa de Sud-Est, precum si prioritatile,
printre care cea mai importantd fiind Extinderea Uniunii Europene in regiunea Balcanilor
de Vest, Consolidarea Securitatii, Oferirea de oportunitati pentru tineri si Transformarea
digitald a societdtii. Totodatd, domnul Milan Brglez, s-a referit la faptul ca, reuniunea
Comisiei Permanente a AP SEECP reprezinta o oportunitate pentru parlamentarii din sud-
estul Europei pentru schimbul de opinii, bunele practici si perspectivele unor activitati in
regiune, in vederea dezvoltarii in continuare a Adunarii.
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in incheierea interventiei sale. dr. Milan Brglez, a subliniat importanta consolidarii
cooperarii in Europa, atat intre tarile, membre ale Uniunii Europene, cat si intre cele care
nu sunt membre UE, ca un obiectiv pe termen lung, in vederea crearii unui parteneriat
mai stabil si mai structurat in regiune, ca fiind una dintre prioritatile de top. De
asemenea, si-a exprimat speranta gasirii unei solutii in spiritul SEECP privind
urmatoarele presedintii, prin cooperare, creare de retele si intelegeri reciproce.

Lucrarile reuniunii Comisiei Permanente a AP SEECP au fost prezidate de
presedintele Comisiei Permanente a AP SEECP, domnul Branko Zorman, care a prezentat
ordinea de zi a reuniunii.

in acest context, doamna Evgeniya Angelova (Sofia) a sugerat extinderea agendei
reuniunii, la punctul la sau 2a, privind prezentarea prioritatilor Presedintiei bulgare a
Consiliului UE.

Presedintele Comisiei Permanente a AP SEECP, domnul Branko Zorman (Ljubljana),
a explicat participantilor prezenti la reuniune cd, a inteles importanta presedintiei
Consiliului UE pentru fiecare stat membru, si, prin urmare, presedintia slovena a fost
dispusa sa inscrie pe ordinea de zi propunerea Sofiei, chiar daca nu a fost solicitata in
termenul prevazut de Regulamentul de Procedura. Totodata, Branko Zorman, a subliniat
ca subiectele inscrise pe agenda reuniunii sunt legate de activitatea Adunarii
Parlamentare a SEECP si, in acest sens a sugerat ca propunerea formulata de Sofia sa fie
inclusa pe ordinea de zi sub punctul 4 referitoare la Discutii privind dezvoltarea in
continuare si perspectivele Adundrii Parlamentare a Procesului de Cooperare din Europa
de Sud-Est (AP SEECP), respectiv, punctual 4.a. Astfel, propunerea a fost adoptata in
unanimitate.

in deschiderea lucrérilor, presedintele Branko Zorman, a supus aprobarii Agenda
reuniunii propusa de PiE slovend, care a fost adoptata in unanimitate.

In cadrul dezbaterilor privind prioritatile esentiale ce vor fi exercitate in cadrul
presedintiei slovene a Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (SEECP),
directorul poilitic/directorul general al Ministerului Afacerilor Externe al Republicii
Slovenia, domnul Matej Marn, a subliniat ca Slovenia a aderat la Procesul de Cooperare
in Europa de Sud-Est in 2010 si s-a referit la preluarea presedintiei AP SEECP pentru
prima data de la aderarea la acest proces. Totodatd, a subliniat fatul cd, Slovenia se va
stradui sd sprijine activ procesul de extindere al Uniunii Europene, consolidarea
stabilitdtii politice si de securitate si progresul economic al Europei de Sud-Est.
Consolidarea cooperarii regionale si a increderii, relatiile de bund vecinatate, stabilitatea
si securitatea, consolidarea relatiilor economice, precum si cooperarea in domeniul
dimensiunii umane, al sistemului judiciar, al luptei impotriva crimei organizate si a
-terorismului au fost obiective comune atat ale SEECP, cat si ale politicii externe a
Sloveniei. Domnul Matej Marn s-a referit in continuare la domeniile prioritare ale
presedintiei Slovene. In incheierea interventiei sale, Matej Marn, a subliniat importanta
summit-ului anual al sefilor de stat si de guvern pe care Slovenia urmeaza sa-|
gazduiasca in aprilie 2018, cu accent pe reuniunile formale si informale ale ministrilor
de externe, reuniuni ale altor ministere, directori politici si alte reuniuni, care vor
preceda summit-ul. De asemenea, domnia sa si-a exprimat increderea ca Ministerul
Afacerilor Externe al Republicii Slovenia, va contribui la Tmbunatatirea activitatilor
organizate de AP SEECP.

In ceea ce priveste dezbaterile privind activitatile si proiectele cheie ale Consiliului
Regional de Cooperare (RCC), presedintele Branko Zorman (Ljubliana), s-a referit la
necesitatea modernizarii si coreldrii activitatilor intre AP SEECP si RCC, pe baza
reuniunilor dintre AP SEECP si RCC, in vederea eficientizarii interesului comun al tuturor.
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in interventia sa, secretarul general adjunct al RCC, domnul Gazmend Turdiu, a
subliniat ca, motto-ul Presedintiei slovene "SEE4FUTURE" este sugestiv, iar rezultatele
evenimentelor regionale la nivel inalt din vara anului 2017, precum si presedintia
slovena sunt de bun augur si incurajatoare. In acest context, aceste activitati au creat
un impuls pentru procesul de aderare la Uniunea Europeana, in special pentru tarile din
Balcanii de Vest.

in continuare, domnul Branko Zorman, s-a referit la faptul c& RCC este co-finantat
de catre tarile membre SEECP si, in acest sens, cateva dintre proiectele RCC sunt
sustinute de catre partea guvernamentala a SEECP. Astfel, PiE Slovena considera
oportuna includerea AP SEECP in activitatile RCC in regiune. In acest context, a fost
initiatd propunerea privind cooperarea dintre AP SEECP si RCC, propunere care a fost
supusa votului si aprobata in unanimitate.

in continuarea interventiei sale, Branko Zorman a solicitat si incurajat participantii la
AP SEECP sa invite experti ai Consiliului Regional de Cooperare (RCC), care sa participe
daca sau atunci cand se considerda necesar, la consultari pe probleme din domeniul de
expertiza al RCC. De asemenea, Branko Zorman, a subliniat faptul ca, PiE slovend poate
pregati o prevedere care sa fie inclusd in Declaratie ce va fi adoptata in cadrul Sesiunii
plenare a AP SEECP (Ljubliana, aprilie 2018). Astfel, participantii la AP SEECP vor primi,
in timp util, Proiectul de Declaratie si vor putea face propuneri si aduce amendamente la
acesta, conform prevederilor existente in Regulamentul de Procedurd, in vederea
discutarii, in final, a Proiectului de Declaratie, in cadrul reuniunii Comisiei Permanente a
AP SEECP (martie 2018).

in cadrul dezbaterilor referitoare la punctul 4 de pe ordinea de zi Discutii privind
dezvoltarea in continuare si perspectivele Adundrii Parlamentare a Procesului de
Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (AP SEECP), presedintele Branko Zorman, a reamintit
participantilor ca Adunarea Parlamentara a SEECP s-a constituit in mai 2014, cu scopul
de a devein principala organizatie parlamentara in regiune.

In ceea ce priveste rezolvarea problematicii stabilirii sediului Secretariatului
permanent al AP SEECP, Branko Zorman, a indicat trei optiuni respectiv:

» Secretariatul sa fie asigurat mereu de cdtre tara care detine
presedintia, asa cum este in prezent, in timp ce sistemul rotatiei sa
prezinte anumite restrictii din punctul de vedere al profesionalizarii
abordarii si, in mod special, al continuitatii activitatii

» Ajungerea la o solutie de compromis in ceea ce priveste stabilirea
sediului Secretariatului intre cele doud tari candidate, avand in vedere
nivelul ridicat de expertizé al Secretariatului, precum si conditiile
rationale de gdzduire ale acestuia, sau

> Gasirea celei de-a treia solutii, poate una complet inovatoare, astfel incat,
toatd lumea sa fie de acord cu o astfel de solutie.

In acest context, participantilor li s-a oferit oportunitatea de a-si exprima opiniile
referitoare la pozitiile Sofiei si Ankarei si evaluarea posibilitatii de a continua aceasta
actiune a AP SEECP in cazul in care nu se ajunge la o intelegere privind stabilirea
Secretariatului Permanent.

in ceea ce priveste Ankara, domnul Ismail Aydin, a reiterat pozitia Ankarei si
propunerea ca sediul Secretariatului Permanent sa se stabileasca la Istanbul,
precum si plata costurilor pentru functionarea Secretariatului pentru primii
cinci ani. De asemenea, a reiterat propunerea ca adoptarea deciziei privind stabilirea
sediului Secretariatului sa fie luata cu majoritatea calificatd. Un astfel de vot ar fi folosit
doar pentru solutionarea reala a problematicii sediului Secretariatului.
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in ceea ce priveste pozitia Sofiei, doamna Evgeniya Angelova, a reiterat dorinta
Sofiei de a gazdui sediul Secretariatului Parmanent si a accentuat Sofia poate oferi
aceleasi beneficii ca si Ankara. De asemenea, Evgeniya Angelova, a subliniat ca,
stabilirea sediului Secretariatului in Bulgaria, constituie un element, pe termen lung,
al eforturilor de a asigura securitatea si bunastarea societatii in regiune.
Totodata, Bulgaria, ca stat membru al UE dispune de instrumentele politice cu
care Secretariatul are posibilitatea de a coopera cu partenerii din UE. Astfel,
stabilirea Secretariatului la Sofia, poate sa transmita un semnal important catre
partenerii Europeni referitoare la perspectiva Europeana a tarilor in regiune, care poate
constitui un beneficiu pentru AP SEECP, precum si pentru fiecare tard in parte din
regiune.

in cadrul dezbaterilor pe marginea punctelor de vedere ale Sofiei si Ankarei, domnul
George Pallis (Atena), a oferit participantilor opinia personald privind situatia actuala in
Europa si Orientul Mijlociu, unde aspecte privind migratia si criza refugiatilor, criza
economica si financiara si, subsecvent schimbarile sociale, terorismul, conflictele
violente si razboaiele reprezinta provocari si obstacole cu care noi ne confruntam in
masura sa se asigure pacea, securitatea si stabilitatea si protejarea vietii umane si a
drepturilor omului. In acest context, George Pallis a ardtat faptul c3d, SEECP a
reprezentat un sistem regional de operare care a fost stabilit pe baza initiativei tarilor
membre si care include toate tarile din regiune, astfel, reprezinta un forum politic
principal pentru cooperarea regionald in Europa de Sud-Est. In incheierea interventiei
sale, George Pallis, s-a referit la pozitia Ankarei privind sediul Secretariatului Permanent
si a apreciat ca Regulile de Procedurd ale AP SEECP au fost previzute pentru
cooperare si luarea deciziilor prin consens si, Regulile de Proceduré reprezinta
identitatea organizatiei.

Domnul Darko Laketi¢c (Belgrad) si-a exprimat opinia, potrivit careia problema
sediului Secretariatului Permanent ar fi de bun augur dacd s-ar rezolva pe perioada
mandatului PiE sloven. in acest context, Darko Laketi¢ a subliniat faptul ca, pentru toate
tarile cu ambitii similare, precum experienta acumulatd de Slovenia in procesul de
aderare la Uniunea Europeané a fost mult apreciata.

Domnul Predrag Mati¢ (Zagreb) s-a referit la faptul ca, activitatea AP SEECP a avut
mereu in prim plan problematica sediului Secretariatului Permanent, astfel incat
participantilor la AP SEECP le-a fost dificil s3 adopte o decizie in unanimitate. In acest
sens, Predrag Mati¢, a propus sa se analizeze posibilitatea de a se aduce
amendamente la Regulamentul de Procedura in sensul adoptairii deciziilor cu
doua treimi a majoritatii. Astfel, amendamentele la Regulamentul de Procedurs
ar contribui la imbunatitirea calitatii activititii oprganizatiei si ar rezolva
problema sediului Secretariatului Permanent, permitind concentrarea pe
activitatea reala a organizatiei.

in raport cu propunerea initiata de Zagreb, domnul George Pallis (Atena) a
reiterate faptul ca, Regulamentul de Procedura a reprezinti identitatea Adunarii
Parlamentare a SEECP.

in cadrul lucrdrilor Comisiei permanente, doamna deputat Mariana-Venera
Popescu (Bucuresti) si-a exprimat opinia potrivit careia cea mai buna solutie privind
stabilirea sediului Secretariatului Permanent il reprezinta acordul reciproc intre Ankara si
Sofia. Totodata, doamna deputat Mariana-Venera Popescu, a subliniat faptul ca nu
are mandatul de a-si exprima votul cu privire la aceasta problema.

in continuarea dezbaterilor asupra procedurii privind adoptarea si amendarea
Regulamentului de Procedurd, presedintele Branko Zorman (Ljubliana) a subliniat
faptul ca, paragraful 3 al art.10 din Regulamentul de Procedurd si a reiterat c3, deciziile
pe probleme organizationale, tehnice, procedural cu privire la functionarea AP SEECP au
fost adoptate cu votul majoritatii simple a delegatiilor prezente. Toate celelalte decizii au
fost adoptate prin consens.
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In ceea ce priveste urmatorul punct inclus pe ordinea de zi a reuniunii respectiv,
Prezentarea Presedintiei Bulgariei la Consiliul Uniunii Europene, doamna Evgeniya
Angelova (Sofia), a prezentat prioritatile presedintiei Bulgariei la Consiliul UE, printre
care cel mai important fiind viitorul European al regiunii. De asemenea, printre alte
prioritdati se numara, dezvoltarea infrastructurii si conectivitatea transportului, care
reprezinta, de asemenea, o premisa pentru accelerarea procesulw de integrare
Europeana. In acest sens, Evgeniya Angelova, a subliniat faptul cd, Europa de Sud-Est
are 0 unica oportunitate pentru a- $I pune in valoare prioritatile sale si a obtine
posibilitatea celui mai mare progres in domeniul economic si social. in acest context,
Evgeniya Angelova, a reiterat ambitia ca Adunarea Parlamentara a SEECP sa devina
principala organizatie regionald si a aratat ca unul din principalele obiective ale AP SEECP
a fost apartenenta tarilor SEECP la UE. In incheierea interventiei sale, doamna Evgeniya
Angelova, a subliniat faptul ca, Bulgaria va continua sa sprijine procesul de integrare si
dupa terminarea mandatului presedintiei Bulgariei la Consiliul UE.

in incheierea lucrdrilor reuniunii Comisiei permanente, presedintele Zorman
(Ljiubliana) a invitat participantii la AP SEECP sa participe la urmatoarea reuniune a
Comisiei Permanente (martie 2018).

Propunem ca prezenta Informare sa fie distribuita catre:
e Directia Balcanii de Vest si Cooperare Regionala din cadrul Ministerului
Afacerilor Externe.

Anexe:

Raportul Comisiei permanente a AP SEECP (Ljubliana, 16-17 decembrie 2017)
Lista participantilor

Deputat Mariana-Venera POPESCU,

Presedinta Delegatiei Parlamentului Romaniei la AP SEECP
Reprezentanta Delegatiei romane la Comisia permanenta a AP SEECP
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SEE4FUTURE
REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SEECP
® Parliamentary Assembly

Slovenian Chairmanship-in-Office
2017/2018

No.: 007-07/17-0282/
Date: 12 January 2018

Report on the Meeting of the Standing Committee of the South-East European
Cooperation Process Parliamentary Assembly (SEECP PA)

Ljubljana, 16 December 2017

The SEECP PA Standing Committee meeting took place on the premises of the
National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia. The meeting was attended by members
of the Standing from the parliaments of Ankara, Athens, Belgrade, Bucharest,
Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Skopje, Sofia, Tirana and Zagreb. Chisinau and
Pristina did not have a representative at the Standing Committee meeting.

The meeting was opened by the President of the National Assembly and Head of the
Permanent Delegation of the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia to SEECP
PA dr. Milan Brglez who noted that the SEECP PA, with an ambitious desire to become
the leading parliamentary organisation in the region, offered the opportunity to confront
the views and ideas of individual countries of the region. He added that the Republic of
Slovenia attached great importance to the SEECP PA, as it represented the most
suitable platform for addressing the demanding challenges of South East Europe. He
presented the motto of the Slovenian .Chairmanship — SEE4FUTURE and highlighted
the priorities of the Slovenian SEECP Chairmanship, among which the most significant
being the enlargement of the European Union to the Western Balkan region, the
strengthening of security, providing opportunlttes for young people and the digital
transformation of society. He described the meeting of the Standing Committee as an
opportunity for the parliamentarians from South East Europe to exchange views,
experiences and perspectives on the -activities in the region, while also share
considerations regarding further development, perspectives and priorities of the
SEECP PA. He considered strengthening regional cooperation in Europe between the
members and non-members of the European Union with a long-term objective of
creating a more stable and more structured partnership in the region to be one of the
top priorities. Likewise, he expressed a sincere wish to find a solution in respect of the
next chairmanships at the earliest opportunity, suggesting that a solution be sought in
the spirit pursued by the SEECP, that is, through cooperation, networking and mutual
understanding.
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Ad1
Adoption of the agenda

The meeting was chaired by Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana), member of the SEECP
PA Standing Committee who opened the meeting by presenting the agenda.

Ms Evgeniya Angelova (Sofia) suggested that the agenda be extended by item 1a or
2a: Presentation of priorities of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU.

The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) explained that he understood how important
the Presidency of the Council of the EU was for each Member State, therefore the
Slovenian Chairmanship was willing to include Sofia’s proposal on the agenda even
though it had not been submitted within the deadline stipulated by the Rules of
Procedure. He considered that it was appropriate in terms of content that topics related
to the work of the SEECP PA were discussed first and that his proposal was
appropriate also in terms of when Sofia’s proposal was submitted. He suggested that
Sofia’s proposal be placed under item 4a. The proposal was unanimously adopted.
Likewise, the proposed agenda was adopted unanimously.

Ad 2
Presentation of priorities of the Slovenian Chairmanship-in-Office of
South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP)

The Political Director/Director General at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Slovenia Mr Matej Marn said that Slovenia joined the South-East European
Cooperation Process in 2010 and that the present chairmanship was the first since
Slovenia's accession to that process. He stressed that Slovenia would strive for active
support to the enlargement process of the European Union, the strengthening of
political and security stability, and of the economic progress of South East Europe. The
sfrengthening of regional cooperation-and trust, good neighbourly relations, stability
and security, the strengthening of economic relations as well as cooperation in human
dimension, judiciary, the fight against organised crime and terrorism were common
goals of both the SEECP and the,8lovenian foreign policy, he added. He further
presented priority areas of the Slovenian Chairmanship: enlarged Europe, safer
Europe, younger Europe and digital Europe. He emphasised the annual summit of
heads of state and government which Slovenia is expected to host in April 2018, with
formal and informal meetings of foreign ministers, meetings of other ministries, political
directors and other meetings taking place before the summit. He also expressed the
support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia to the activities of
the SEECP PA.

Ad 3
Presentation of work and key projects of the Regional Cooperation
Council (RCC)

The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) said in his introduction that the SEECP PA
had already met with the RCC in the past, most recently at the Permanent Committee
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meeting in December 2016 in Zagreh. On the basis of the information gathered so far,
the Slovenian Chairmanship assessed that it might have been possible to upgrade and
link the activities of the RCC and the SEECP PA, so as to achieve greater synergy
effects which were certainly in the common interest of all.

The Deputy Secretary General of the RCC Mr Gazmend Turdiu emphasised that the
motto of the Slovenian Presidency "SEE4FUTURE" was very suggestive and that the
outcomes of the high-level regional events that had taken place in the summer of 2017
and also under the Slovenian Chairmanship were highly encouraging. The said
activities gave new impetus to the process of accession to the European Union, in
particular the Western Balkan countries. The RCC was seeking to integrate regional
trends, putting economic development and job creation, the rule of law, security and
stability at the heart of the organization. He said that the RCC drafted a work
programme for the period 2017-2019 entitled Changing with the Region that focuses
primarily on growth, trade, investment, education, productivity, employment,
governance, stability and security. He presented the positive results of the RCC's work
and the start of work on the investment agenda which would significantly improve
business trends. Connectivity in the Western Balkans was also being strengthened, he
added, and mentioned the successful negotiation of the agreement on removing the
obstacles to the mobility of experts, architects, doctors and dentists, and a regional
agreement in the field of digital integration. He said that in the area of security they had
directed the implementation of reforms or platform fighting against radicalization and
foreign fighters. In the following he explained that in November 2017, the RCC and the
Slovenian Chairmanship had jointly organised a Regional Coordination Conference for
Counter-Terrorism in Brdo at which the representatives of the RCC presented a study
on addressing the threats posed by foreign fighters returning to Europe. He further
expressed the expectation that the region of South-East Europe would succeed in
reaching an agreement that would boost trade, investment policies, increase the
mobility of highly qualified human resources and enable digital transformation. Finally,
he emphasised that the RCC, in cooperation with the SEECP PA, saw a good
opportunity to facilitate the' achievement of common goals such as higher economic
growth, the rule of law and s%epping up the security in the region.

The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljaha) explained that the RCC is co-financed by the
SEECP member countries, therefore some of the RCC's projects are also supported by
the government side of the SEECP. In that regard, the Slovenian Chairmanship
considered that also the parliamentary level of the SEECP could be included in the
RCC's activities in the region. During the preparations for the present meeting, the
Slovenian Chairmanship met with the Secretary General of the RCC, Mr Goran
Svilanovi¢, aiming to identify possible forms of cooperation that would represent added
value, both for the SEECP PA and for the RCC. He added that it had been pointed out
during the talks that the RCC was willing to provide its knowledge, research and
documents, in so far as they related to the topics that would be discussed at a relevant
general committee meeting to support the preparation of reports and resolutions. The
proposal to establish cooperation between the SEECP PA and the RCC was then put
to the vote.

The proposal was adopted unanimously.



The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) called on and encouraged the SEECP PA
members to invite the RCC and their experts to participate if or when they considered it
necessary for content consultancy on issues from the RCC's field of expertise. He
added that the Slovenian Chairmanship would also prepare a provision to be included
in the declaration that would be adopted at the SEECP PA plenary session in April
2018. The participants would receive the draft declaration in due time and it would be
open for amendments, whereby, in line with the existing practice, the draft declaration
would be discussed at the Standing Committee meeting held in March 2018.

Ad 4
Discussion on further development and perspective of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP PA)

The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) reminded the participants that the SEECP
PA was established in May 2014 with the aim of becoming the leading parliamentary
organisation in the region. He said that the work of the SEECP PA would only be
successful with an approach supported by professional, qualified personnel who would
direct their knowledge and energy into finding suggestions and solutions to all the
issues which, at political level, would be considered as crucial for the region.

He referred to the letter which the President of the National Assembly dr. Milan Brglez
sent to the Speakers of parliaments of the SEECP PA member countries in July 2017
at the start of the Slovenian Chairmanship, declaring the intention of the Slovenian
Chairmanship to address the issue of the seat of the Permanent Secretariat with
particular attention. He also pointed to the fact that we remained divided between two
proposals for the seat of the Permanent Secretariat, which is why in July 2017 the
President of the National Assembly dr. Milan Brglez sent an additional letter to the
(then) Speaker of the National Assembly of Bulgaria Dimitar Glavchev as well as to the
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey Ismail Kahraman, asking them for
consideration in that respect and their proposal for a compromise solution to that issue.
Moreover, he asked them to inform him of the conditions under which they would be
willing to give up the seat of the Secretariat to the current counter-candidate and
whether they would be willing to support a possible third solution. In their replies, the
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, Mr Kahraman, suggested that the
decision on the seat of the Secretariat be taken by a vote, while the Speaker of the
National Assembly of Bulgaria, Mr Glavchev, put forward the arguments for the
Secretariat’s seat in Sofia.

In the following, Mr Zorman indicated three options for resolving the issue of the seat of
the Secretariat, namely:

- that the Secretariat is always provided by the country holding the chairmanship, as it
is currently the case, whereby the rotation system presents certain restrictions from the
point of view of the professionalization of approach and, in particular, the continuity of
work,

- to reach a compromise on the seat in one of the two candidates, while further
pursuing the high level of expertise of the Secretariat and also rational hosting
conditions, or
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- to find a third solution, perhaps a completely innovative one, however it is crucial that
everyone agrees with such solution.

The participants were then asked to express their opinions on Sofia’s and Ankara’s
positions and to assess the possibility of further operation of the SEECP PA if no
agreement on the Permanent Secretariat was reached. He also asked them to assess
the possibility (as announced in his letter of 5 December 2017) of a potential
compromise solution to the issue of the seat of the Permanent Secretariat.

The representatives of Ankara and Sofia were the first to provide additional explanation
of their views on the seat of the Permanent Secretariat.

Mr Ismail Aydin (Ankara) reiterated Ankara's position and the proposal for the seat of
the Permanent Secretariat to be set up in Istanbul as well as the payment of the
Secretariat’s operating costs for the first five years. He also reiterated the proposal to
adopt the decision on the seat of the Secretariat by qualified majority. Such a vote
would only be used for the actual resolution of the issue of the seat of the Secretariat,
he added.

Mrs Evgeniya Angelova (Sofia) likewise reiterated Sofia's desire to host the seat of
the Permanent Secretariat and stressed that Sofia offered similar benefits as Ankara.
She highlighted the financial side of both offers and stressed that in the case of Sofia’s
proposal, the financial contribution for individual delegations was significantly lower.
She mentioned that the SEECP PA did not carry out any activities or events aimed at
exchanging experience in the field of legislation or on the basis of initiatives by different
sectors, nor did it monitor the implementation of the set objectives. The majority of the
SEECP PA'’s debates was dedicated to the Permanent Secretariat and its seat, lacking
an in-depth debate on the needs of the region and the citizens, she added. She also
stressed that for Bulgaria hosting the seat would constitute an element of the long-term
efforts to advance security in the region and the welfare of its citizens. She also said
that the Bulgarian parliament proposed a professionally flexible team for the Secretariat
that would act as a kind of mediator in-the implementation of parliamentary initiatives.
As an EU member, Bulgaria had at its disposal political instruments with which the
Secretariat would be able to cooperate with the partners from the EU. She also
mentioned the significant progress made by Bulgaria in 2016 as regards its relationship
with the European Parliament, since the Bulgarian Chairmanship of the SEECP
organised the first meeting between the delegation of the SEECP PA and the
European Parliament’'s Committee on Foreign Affairs. That meeting had taken place
with the help of the Regional Secretariat (RSPC SEE) and Bulgarian reputation, she
added. At the said meeting, Bulgaria proposed a range of activities to establish a
mechanism for interaction between the European Parliament and the SEECP PA. She
also stressed that the result of that visit was the start of a closer monitoring of the
SEECP PA by the European Parliament. She considered that a Secretariat based in
Sofia would send an important signal to European partners on the European
perspective of the countries in the region which would be of benefit to the SEECP PA
as well as the individual countries of the region.

This was followed by a debate.
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Mr George Pallis (Athens) offered his reflection on the current situation in Europe and
the Middle East where the migration and refugee crisis, the economic and financial
crisis, and consequently the social changes, terrorism, violent conflicts and wars pose
challenges and obstacles which we need to deal with in order to ensure peace, security
and stability, and protect human lives and human rights. For those reasons, South-East
Europe was on the verge of a geopolitical crisis destabilising the continent at various
levels, he added. He said that the SEECP represented a regional scheme of operating
which was established on the initiative of member countries and which includes all the
countries in the region, also representing a major political forum for regional
cooperation in South-East Europe. He argued that in order to have a constructive
debate on the future of the SEECP, 21 years after its establishment it was necessary to
take stock of its activities and make an assessment of the objectives achieved. He said
that the objective of regional cooperation of the countries of South East Europe had not
always been achieved, since the Western Balkans had received a clear European
perspective under the 2003 Thessaloniki Agenda in the context of the accession
process and the stabilisation and association agreements which, on the other hand,
had led to the weakening of regional cooperation, as several member countries had
focused on European integration, each country following its own EU accession
programme. He added that European integration and regional cooperation had to be
developed in parallel requiring stronger regional ties to be formed in the areas of
security, stability, strengthening good neighbourly relations in the spirit of compromise,
more efficient management of the migration crisis, economic development, cross-
border cooperation and networking, energy, new technologies, and education and
culture. He was of the opinion that it should not come to a two-speed Europe.
Regarding Ankara’s position on the seat of the Permanent Secretariat, he pointed out
that the SEECP PA Rules of Procedure provided for cooperation and decision-making
by consensus, adding that the SEECP PA Rules of Procedure represented the
organisation’s identity.

Mr Darko Laketi¢ (Belgrade) expressed the wish to resolve the issue of the seat of the
Permanent Secretariat during the Slovenian SEECP Chairmanship-in-Office. He said
that for all countries with similar ambitions the experience gained by Slovenia in the
process of joining the European Union was much appreciated. In addition to the
enlarged Europe, he also highlighted- Sther priority objectives of the Slovenian SEECP
Chanrmanshlp -in-Office; security in Europe, the perspective of young people and the
process of digitization.

Mr Predrag Mati¢ (Zagreb) took the view that the work of the SEECP PA was
overburdened by the issue of the seat of the Permanent Secretariat, as 13 member
countries would find it difficult to adopt a unahimous decision. He proposed to reflect on
the possibility of amending the Rules of Procedure, namely to adopt decisions by a
two-thirds majority. He was of the opinion that a two-thirds majority could resolve many
issues also in the further work and, in particular, the issue of the seat of the Permanent
Secretariat. At the same time, he noted that it would be worth considering a protection
mechanism in the form of the possibility of a veto over decisions adopted by a two-
thirds majority that would be specifically indicated in order to prevent their misuse. He
continued that the amendment to the Rules of Procedure would improve the quality of
work and resolve the issue of the Permanent Secretariat's seat, allowing us to focus on
the actual work of the organisation.



In relation to Zagreb’s proposal, Mr George Pallis (Athens) reiterated that the Rules of
Procedure represented the SEECP PA's identity.

Mrs Mariana-Venera Popescu (Bucharest) was of the opinion that the best solution to
the issue of the Permanent Secretariat's seat would be a mutual agreement between
Ankara and Sofia. She added that she did not have the mandate to vote on that issue.

Mr Radule Novovi¢ (Podgorica) suggested that at the present meeting the participants
primarily focused on how to resolve the issue regarding the Secretariat's seat. He
considered Mr Mati¢’s proposal constructive and worth considering.

Mr Bari$a Colak (Sarajevo) agreed that the work of the SEECP PA was hampered by
the unresolved issue of the Secretariat’s seat, while supporting Mr Mati¢'s proposal to
amend the Rules of Procedure. He considered that it would make sense to prepare by
the next meeting appropriate proposals or a text on possible amendments to the Rules
of Procedure.

The Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) reminded the participants that in order to
make an amendment to the Rules of Procedure a consensus of all thirteen members
was required.

Mr Hari Lokvenec (Skopje) identified the SEECP PA as the genuine voice of the
region of South-East Europe and noted that by participating in the organisation we
could significantly contribute to the transformation of the region into a peaceful, secure
and, stable and mutually supportive region of good neighbourly relations. The SEECP
PA should act as a permanent parliamentary forum for exchanging experience, a
dialogue, cooperation on issues which are of particular interest to individual Member
States and its citizens. He considered that establishing a Permanent Secretariat was
extremely important, as it would increase the political visibility and influence of
cooperation processes in - South-East Europe. He stressed in that context that a
solution was needed which would be acceptable to all, but that it would be extremely
difficult' to achieve it. He added that the responses in terms of the seat of the
Permanent Secretariat offered so far-did not provide a solution, since consensus was
required also for amending the Rules of Procedure.

As regards the procedure concerning the adoption and amendment of the Rules of
procedure, the Chair Mr Branko Zorman (Ljubljana) explained that paragraph three of
Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure stipulated that the decisions on the organisational,
technical, procedural matters related to the SEECP PA functioning were adopted by a
simple majority vote of the present delegations. All other decisions were adopted by
consensus.

Ad 4.a
Presentation of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the
European Union



8

A Member of Parliament, Sofia, Ms Evgeniya Angelova presented the priorities of the
Bulgarian Presidency of the EU Council, the most important being the European future
of the région. Among its other tasks, she pointed out the development of infrastructure
and transport connectivity, which is also a prerequisite for accelerating the European
integration process. She considered that South-East Europe had a unique opportunity
to highlight its priorities and achieve the greatest possible progress in the economic
and social spheres. She recalled the SEECP PA's ambition to become a leading
regional format and added that one of the main objectives of the SEECP PA was the
membership of the SEECP countries in the European Union. In the following, she
explained that in February 2018 the European Commission would present a new
strategy for the future of the enlargement process, while in the meantime Bulgaria and
EU members from the region aimed to present a clear strategy for the accession of the
Western Balkan countries to the European Union and the vision of their full integration.
The progress of the countries of South-East Europe could have a significant impact on
the EU's enlargement policy, she added. She also said that the Western Balkan
countries would be invited to all parliamentary events in the framework of the Bulgarian
Presidency of the EU Council (note: a list of events at the parliamentary level under the
Bulgarian Presidency was also handed out to participants by Ms Angelova). She
believed that the SEECP PA could play an important role not only in the framework of
its procedural meetings, but also in providing opportunities for the interaction of MPs
from South East Europe. Likewise, she was of the opinion that the SEECP PA
represented an opportunity to support the Bulgarian EU Council Presidency and
countries in the region. She suggested that a common position on the future of the
region be agreed at the SEECP PA plenary meeting in April and communicated to
European leaders and institutions. In conclusion, she added that Bulgaria would
continue to support the integration processes also after the end of its presidency of the
EU Council. :

Ad 5
Any other business

Under the item ‘Any other business’, the Chair Mr Zorman (Ljubljana) invited the
participants to attend the next Standing Committee meeting which will be held on 16
and 17 March 2018.
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