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INFORMARE

privind participarea la reuniunea Comisiei generz ._- pentru economie,

infrastructura si energie a Adunarii Parlamentare a ‘Procesului de Cooperare
din Europa de Sud-Est (AP SEECP)

Istanbul, 9-10 martie 2018

in perioada 9-10 martie 2018, a avut loc la Istanbul, reuniunea Comisiei
generale pentru economie, infrastructurd si energie a Adundrii Parlamentare a
Procesului de Cooperare din Europa de Sud-Est (AP SEECP).

La aceasta reuniune Camera Deputatilor a fost reprezentata de doamna deputat
Mariana-Venera POPESCU (Minoritati Nationale), Presedinta Delegat;lel
Parlamentului Romaniei la Adunarea Parlamentard a SEECP si membru titular in
aceasta Comisie.

Evenimentul a reunit reprezentanti ai delegatiilor participante la AP SEECP din
Ankara, Belgrad, Bucuresti, Ljubliana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Tirana, Atena si Zagreb,
precum si reprezentanti ai Consiliului Regional de Cooperare.

Pe ordinea de zi a reuniunii Comisiei a figurat tema generald ,Oportunitti
pentru cooperarea economica in tarile din Sud-Estul Europei”.

Proiectul de program al reuniunii a inclus, intre altele, prezentari si dezbateri pe
tema mentionata, precum si dezbaterea si adoptarea unui raport si a unei rezolutii.

Lucrarile reuniunii au fost deschise si prezidate de cdtre domnul Cengiz
AYDOGDU, Presedintele Comisiei.

in interventia sa, presedintele Cengiz AYDOGDU a prezentat si supus aprobarii
Adunarii proiectul de agend3, care a fost aprobat in unanimitate. In continuarea
interventiei sale, Cengiz AYDOGDU, a prezentat Proiectul de Raport al Comisiei cu
tema ,Oportunitati pentru cooperarea economica in tarile din Sud-Estul Europei”. in
acest context, Cengiz AYDOGDU, a suibliniat faptul ca unul dintre scopurile principale
ale Adunarii Parlamentare a SEECP il reprezintd asistenta in dezvoltarea unei
cooperari reciproce si egale intre participanti, iar obiectivele principale sunt
obiectivele economice si cooperarea comerciala. De asemenea, domnul Cenglz
AYDOGDU, a reiterat faptul ca Procesul de Cooperare in Europa de Sud-Est vizeaza
stabilitatea si securitatea. Astfel, stabilitatea politica si sociald va promova pacea si
progresul in intreaga regiune si va cduta solutii la problemele economice cu care se
confruntd tarile din regiune. In acest sens, integrarea treptata in economiile
occidentale contemporane si adaptarea la sistemele de piatd gratuite a fost
considerata drept unul dintre obiectivele finale.
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In continuare Cengiz AYDOéDU, s-a referit la faptul c3, in lume, integrarea
economica este consideratd ca fiind un instrument foarte important intre economiile
Cu proximitate geografica si interese comune, prin urmare, creeazd oportunitatea de a
stabili relatii politice socio-economice si stabile. Astfel, integrarea economici nu
numai ca faciliteaza activitatile de comert liber prin utilizarea eficient3 a resurselor, ci,
de asemenea, va crea conditiile pentru diviziunea muncii si expertizei in scopul
cresterii prosperitdtii populatiei din regiune. Avand un potential economic, stiintific si
tehnic semnificativ, astdzi participantii la SEECP au oportunitati de cooperare
economica mai intensa.

in incheierea interventie sale, domnul Cengiz AYDOGDU s-a referit la faptul ca,
Europa de Sud-Est prezintd un mare potential in ceea ce priveste sursele regenerabile
de energie. Astfel, utilizarea surselor regenerabile de energie in Europa de Sud-Est
ramane ridicata, tindnd cont de conditiile climatice favorabile (lumina soarelui si de
vant), abundenta biomasei si infrastructura hidroenergeticd din regiune. De
asemenea, Agentia Internationald pentru Energii Regenerabile (IRENA) a lansat
recent un proiect de evaluare a potentialului tehnic de generare a energiei
regenerabile rentabile si durabile in Europa de Sud-Est pand in 2020. Proiectele
comune internationale pentru dezvoltare, precum si imbunititirea retelelor de
comunicatii si de telecomunicatii din regiune ar trebui sa se realizeze prin investitii si
proiecte comune, astfel incat sa ofere oportunititi de cooperare a participantilor la AP
SEECP pe diverse domenii de activitate.

Doamna deputat Mariana-Venera Popescu, a subliniat in interventia sa faptul
ca, In ceea ce priveste crearea unei piete regionale a energiei si liberalizarea
comertului cu energie electricd reprezintd un obiectiv major pentru Roménia
incorporat in noua Strategie Nationald privind energia pentru perioada 2015-2035.
Astfel, noua strategie energeticd va urmari urmatoarele obiective:

» Securitatea aprovizionarii cu energie si asigurarea dezvoltirii sociale Si
economice, in contextul unei cresteri viitoare a cererii de energie;

» Asigurarea competitivitatii economice prin mentinerea unui pret echitabil pentru
consumatorii finali;

» Protejarea mediului prin limitarea efectelor schimbérilor climatice.

De asemenea, doamna Mariana-Venera Popescu s-a referit la faptul c3 sectorul
energetic joaca un rol esential in economia si politica de securitate a Romaniei. in
prezent, se observa o trecere de la pilonii traditionali din sectorul energetic, cum ar fi
centralele electrice pe bazd de carbune care erau principalul producdtor de energie
electrica si cdmpurile de pe uscat, fiind singurul furnizor de petrol si gaze, un sector
energetic in care energia hidro si alte surse regenerabile ofer$ cea mai mare parte a
energiei electrice si unde depozitele de petrol si gaze din Romania ar putea inregistra
0 crestere de trei ori ca urmare a depozitelor noi de petrol si gaze descoperite in
bazinul Marii Negre.Evaluari ale impactului la nivel macroeconomic, industrial Si a
ocuparii fortei de munca au oferit teste de rezistentd pentru sistemele de alimentare
Cu energie si gaz. Astfel, aceste analize au generat 5 subiecte principale de
interventie: mentinerea unui mix energetic echilibrat si diversificat; infrastructura si
furnizarea de gaze naturale; rolul biomasei in incilzirea gospodariilor; cogenerare cu
randament ridicat si modernizare a SACET (producitori combinate de c3ldurd Si
energie pentru incdlzire centrald); cresterea eficientei energetice a clidirilor si
combaterea sdraciei energetice. In acest context, Roméania si-a propus si atinga
aceste obiective, sporind in acelasi timp securitatea si competitivitatea energetica.
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In incheierea interventiei sale, doamna deputat Mariana-Venera Popescu, a
subliniat faptul ca, Romaénia a inclus pe lista proiectelor comune internationale (PCI),
doud proiecte menite si consolideze capacitatea de interconectare cu Serbia si
Bulgaria. Aceste proiecte vor contribui la imbunititirea securitatii energetice a
Romaniei si vor contribui la diversificarea oportunititilor de comercializare a energiei
si la o integrare mai eficientd a energiei regenerabile in reteaua electrica.
in context general, Romania urmareste, printre altele, participarea la initiativa de
cuplare a pietei de energie electrica in térile din Europa Centrald si de Est. In acest
sens, este de interes sd se consolideze infrastructura existent$ si sa se creeze noi
capacitati in functie de nevoile viitoare.

In cadrul dezbaterilor privind adoptarea amendamentelor atat la proiectului de
raport, cat si la proiectul de rezolutie, doamna deputat Marian-Venera POPESCU a
sustinut amendamentele propuse de Delegatia Roméniei, care contribuie la
imbunatatirea terminologiei specifice acestor documente.

Membrii Comisiei au acceptat toate amendamentele propuse de delegatiile
romana si sarbd, atét la proiectul de raport, cat si la proiectul de rezolutie. Ambele
documente au fost adoptate de membrii comisiei.

Proiectul de Rezolutie al comisiei cuprinde o serie de recomandari cu scopul de a
imbunatati cooperarea in acest domeniu, printre care:

> Sa incurajeze procesul de implementare a proiectelor comune in domenii
precum cooperarea economicd, cum ar fi Energia, transportul si turismul;

> Sa adopte legislatia necesard pentru facilitarea activititilor economice in randul
participantilor si pentru a armoniza legislatia in aceastd directie la nivel
regional;

> Sa creeze o baza de date economice comune a participantilor care s3 contribuie
la schimbul operativ de informatii privind domeniile prioritare ale oportunitdtilor
de cooperare economica;

» Sa intensifice cooperarea reciproc avantajoasd cu institutiile financiare
internationale si agentiile economice specializate si sa elaboreze mecanisme de
cooperare institutionalizata intre ele si AP SEECP;

» Sa consolideze interactiunea cu institutiile UE, tindnd seama de activitatea
grupurilor de lucru relevante si in perspectiva organizarii de reuniuni si ateliere
comune pentru a oferi o abordare comuna in alegerea subiectelor privind
cooperarea economica intre participanti;

» S&a analizeze conditiile de investitii favorabile participrii sectorului privat la
construirea si functionarea cladirilor si infrastructurii moderne;

» Sa initieze discutii privind posibilitdtile de crestere a numarului de acorduri de
comert liber, acolo unde este relevant in intreaga regiune, care vor fi benefice
pentru dezvoltarea relatiilor economice si comerciale, precum si cooperarea
investitionala intre participanti, pentru a sprijini protectia totald a marcilor
comerciale de calitate a produselor (PDO/PGI), fin beneficiul intreprinderilor si
protectia consumatorilor;

» Sa sustind organizarea Forumurilor anuale de afaceri, cu participarea
reprezentantilor sectorului privat si a antreprenorilor participantilor;

» Sa sprijine intreprinderile mici si mijlocii (IMM-urile) prin crearea mediului legal
si financiar necesar pentru dezvoltarea lor durabild si facilitarea cooperarii
multilaterale intre acestea;

» Sa sustina organizatia in perspectiva unei conferinte internationale cu
participarea oamenilor de afaceri, a expertilor si a oamenilor de stiintd care s3
fie dedicatd provocarilor si oportunitdtilor economice actuale la nivel mondial
intre participantii la AP SEECP;
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> Sa ia masuri pentru a explora in comun modalitati si mijloace de consolidare a
interconectivitatii regionale in domeniile transporturilor, telecomunicatiilor si
dezvoltarii infrastructurii.

Proiectul de raport si de rezolutie urmeazé s& fie prezentate in cadrul Sesiunii
Plenare a AP SEECP care va avea loc la Ljubljana in perioada 13-14 aprilie a.c., in
organizarea Presedintiei in exercitiu slovene.

Propunem ca prezenta Informare s3 fie distribuita citre:
» Directia Balcanii de Vest si Cooperare Regionald din cadrul Ministerului
Afacerilor Externe.

Anexe:
Proiectul de Raport al Comisiei pentru economie, infrastructurs si energie a AP
SEECP;
Proiectul de rezolutie al Comisiei pentru economie, infrastructurd Si

energie a AP SEECP cu tema generald ,Oportunitéti pentru cooperarea
economica in tarile din Sud-Estul Europei”.

/7p D ("

Deputat Mariaha-Venera POPESCU,

Presedinta Delegatiei Parlamentului Romaniei la AP SEECP
Membra a Comisiei pentru economie, infrasstructurd si energie a AP SEECP
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
ECONOMY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENERGY

Report on

Opportunities for Economic Cooperation in SEE

The Meeting of the General Committee on Economy, Infrastructure
and Energy hosted by the Turkish Grand National Assembly in Istanbul
on 09-11 March 2018, it was proposed to take up subject
“Opportunities for Economic Cooperation in SEECP participants” as
a main item of agenda in the meeting. In respect that one of the main
purposes of SEECP PA is the assistance in development of mutual and

equal cooperation among participants, and main goals are economic
objectives and trade cooperation.

With respect to the spectacular changes since 1990, the South East
European Cooperation Process has been founded and become
functional since 1996. With a new role vested on it, the SEE
cooperation process aimed at establishing stability and security in
order not only to seek political and social stability expected to induce
peace and progress throughout the region, but also to find solutions to
economic problems encountered in participants. In this respect,
gradual integration to contemporary Western economies and
adaptation to free market systems has been regarded as one of the
ultimate objectives.

In the world, economic integration is considered very significant as an
instrument among economies with geographical proximity and mutual
interests, therefore, creates opportunity to establish socio-economic
and stable political relations. Indeed, economic integration will not
only facilitate free trade activities through the effective utilization of
resources but also create division of labor and expertise for the
purpose of increasing prosperity of the people in the region.
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SEECP PA participants are experiencing a period of rapid and
significant economic changes characterized by substantial growth in
world trade and capital flows, and driven by increased integration of
market economies into the global economic system, trade and
investment liberalization and technological development.

In that respect, success and endurance of the SEECP process should
still enthusiastically be considered as a unique opportunity for all
participants as it has the potential to substantially contribute to the
wealth of the region.

Possessing a significant economic, scientific and technical potential,
today the SEECP participants have the opportunities for more
intensive economic cooperation.

When the cooperation process was established in 1996, the combined
gross domestic product of the participants of South Eastern European
Cooperation Process was 440 billion euro, and now it is more than
triple that figure.

Obviously, trade-economic relations among SEECP PA participants
are dynamic and intensive. These processes will be growing and
advancing because they are in line with regional interests for
development participants, and there are no barriers to prevent them.

From an economic point of view, the cooperation in the framework of
SEECP has positive effect in the liberalization of trade, while the
increasing of intra-regional trade has given a positive impulse to the
economic growth of SEECP participants.

The signing of Free Trade Agreements where relevant among several
SEECP participants and the consequent removal of commercial
barriers have contributed to the growth of intra-regional trade.
Nevertheless, it remains below its real potential, also because non-
tariff barriers have not been removed.

Besides, Free Trade Zones where relevant provide many advantages to
companies and investors and that can play a very useful role in
promoting trade and investments in the region. Therefore, unnecessary
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restrictions limiting the volume of trade in various goods and products
should be avoided.

Regional dialogue has lead SEECP participants to take important
steps towards the establishment of a “South European Free Trade
Area”. Although it remains still far from being achieved.

Parliamentary Assembly has important contacts recently between
governments and parliaments from the region to discuss common
challenges, in particular in the field of economic governance.

There is huge possibility to develop and implement projects of common
interest in the fields of energy, tourism, micro-financing systems oriented
at the facilitation of credit for rural areas, agricultural wholesale markets,
construction sector, business advisory services, transport.

A transport system plays an important role in the progress of economic
development in the region and is a key factor in promoting closer
interaction among the participants. In this case South-east Europe
Railways Group (SERG) is a Special UIC Group. The aim of the
multilateral co-operation is the development of railway transport in
South-east Europe and improvement of railway connections with other
parts of European and Asian transport markets.

Tourism has become an important sector that has a direct impact on
economical and regional development of economy in the region.
Improving quality of supply of Route in the Region, in terms of
investment in hotels and road infrastructure, diversification for
tourism, may strengthen cooperation of participants, which would
result in a direct impact on tourism and the economy of participants.
The region has already emerged as an important supplier of tourism
services. So, there are great tourism opportunities in the SEECP PA
participants.

SEECP participants are still displaying highly inefficient buildings
stock and show very high energy intensity in their economy. Most of
the residential buildings are, relying on wood and coal in rural areas
with severe health impacts and on district heating systems in some
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urban areas. Despite noticeable progress in the renovation of buildings
in parts of the region (notably Bulgaria and Romania), there are high
opportunities to renovate these buildings.

Power infrastructure and smart grids should be developed in order to
ensure the proper functioning of the SEE regional market. SEE is a
region where physical interconnections of the power grid is already in
place and reaches a satisfactory level, some investment is however
locally required to modernize transmission lines and increase their
efficiency. The investments are, also, needed in the field of natural gas
transport and storage. There is great opportunity for investment and
this is a challenge as such most-needed investment is sometimes
delayed by large utilities still owning networks and reluctant to invest
in order to allow electricity generated abroad to freely flow beyond
borders.

Need to identify what should be done to reinvigorate private
investments in public infrastructure and close the infrastructure gap in
the SEE region. And there is a big possibility to launch infrastructure
initiatives that can spur economic activity and improve the lives of
citizens.

SEE shows big potential in terms of renewable energy sources. The
potential use of renewable energy sources in SEE remains high, taking
into account the favorable climatic conditions (sunlight and wind), the
abundance of biomass and the hydro power infrastructure in the
region. Notably, The International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) has recently launched a project to assess a technical potential
for cost-effective and sustainable renewable energy generation in SEE
by 2020 and beyond. A lot of forest leads to abundant sustainable
biomass. Biomass is the leading renewable source of energy in the
region. However, sun irradiation conditions are optimal. Running
hours for wind turbines on the coast of the Black Sea are way higher
than in other parts of Europe. For example, Romania is already hosting
the largest European on-shore wind farm. There is also highly
available potential for electricity pump storage development, notably
thanks to the optimal use of hydro infrastructure. There is also highly
available potential for reversible hydro power plants’ development,
notably thanks to the optimal use of hydropower potential.



20. Joint and international projects towards the development and
enhancement of communications and telecommunications networks in
the region should be through investments and common projects. In
particular, high-technology products and telecommunication networks
provide great cooperation opportunities among different sectors of the
SEECP PA participants.



THE SOUTH-EAST EUROPEAN COOPERATION PROCESS
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
(SEECP PA)

General Committee

Economy, Infrastructure and Energy

Draft Resolution

On Opportunities for Economic Cooperation in SEE
Welcoming the strengthening of cooperation of The South East European Cooperation
Process since its onset in 1996,

Aiming to strengthen cooperation in all fields between the participants, encourage economic

cooperation, and broaden the dimensions of collaboration in democratic institutions,

Emphasizing the need to strengthen economic and trade cooperation between participants by

taking actions to implement the political will that prevails among the participants of SEECP,

Aiming at the elimination of trade barriers and establishing stable investment climate for

effective economic cooperation between participants,

Encouraging the strengthening of cooperation of SEECP PA participants in the field of

transport and the establishment of regional infrastructural networks,

Supporting efforts aimed at strengthening cooperation between customs services and the

signing of Free Trade Agreements where relevant among several SEECP PA participants,

Taking into account latest activities in inter-regional cooperation on development of transport

infrastructure;



Stressing the intention to intensify joint efforts directed to the energy diversification and
cooperation in the region and the importance of access to uninterrupted, reliable and

affordable energy resources for the overall energy security of whole the region and beyond,

Recognising that although there may be differing priorites, cooperation in the field of energy
at an international and regional level based on a “win-win” approach is essential for the

collective welfare of the region,

Reaffirming its commitment to provide parliamentary and legislative support to the SEECP

PA initiatives in developing economic cooperation,

The General Committee on Economy, Infrastructure and Energy which was convened in

Istanbul, on March 10, 2018 was agreed:

1) To foster a process of implementing joint projects in such fields of economic cooperation

as Energy, transport and tourism,

2) To enact necessary legislation facilitating economic activities among participants and to

harmonize legislation in this direction at the regional level,

3) To create common economic data base of participants that would contribute to operative

exchange of information regarding priority fields of opportunities on economic cooperation,

4) To intensify mutually beneficial cooperation with international financial institutions and
specialized economic agencies and, elaborate mechanisms of institutionalized cooperation

between SEECP PA and them,

5) To enhance interaction with EU institutions taking into account the work of its relevant
working groups and in perspective to organize joint meetings and workshops in order to
provide common approach in addressing topical issues of economic cooperation among

participants,

6) To analyze investment conditions favorable for the participation of the private sector in the

construction and operation of modern buildings and infrastructure,

7) To initiate discussions on possibilities of increasing number of Free Trade Agreements

where relevant throughout the region that will be beneficial for developing economic and



trade relations, as well as investment cooperation among participants, in order to support the
full protection of trademarks and PDO/PGI products for the benefit of businesses and

protection of consumers.

8) To support the organization of annual Business Fora with participation of representatives of

private sector and entrepreneurs of participants,

9) To support small and medium enterprises (SME) by creating necessary legal and financial
environment for their sustainable development and facilitating multilateral cooperation

between them,

10) To support the organization in near perspective an international conference with
participation of businessmen, experts and scientists to be devoted to the current global

economic challenges and opportunities in SEECP PA participants,

11) To take steps to jointly explore ways and means to enhance regional interconnectivity in

the fields of transport, telecommunications and infrastructure development.



