Marea Britanie

The United Kingdom is divided into four parts, commonly referred to as the home nations or constituent countries. Each nation is further subdivided for the purposes of local government. The Queen appoints a Lord-Lieutenant as her personal representative in lieutenancy areas across the UK; this is little more than a ceremonial role. The following table highlights the arrangements for local government, lieutenancy areas and cities across the home nations of the UK:

	Country
	Status
	Population
	Subdivisions
	Cities

	England
	Kingdom
	50,431,700
	Regions
Metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties
Lieutenancy areas
	English Cities

	Scotland
	Kingdom
	5,094,800
	Council areas
Lieutenancy areas
	Scottish Cities

	Wales
	Principality
	2,958,600
	Unitary authorities
Lieutenancy areas
	Welsh Cities

	Northern Ireland
	Province
	1,724,400
	Districts
Traditional counties
	Northern Irish Cities


Historically, the four nations were divided into counties as areas for local government administration. Although these are still used to some extent for this purpose and as geographical areas, they are no longer the sole basis for local government administration.

In recent years, England has for some purposes been divided into nine intermediate-level Government Office Regions. Each region is made up of counties and unitary authorities, apart from London, which consists of London boroughs. Although at one point it was intended that each or some of these regions would be given its own elected regional assembly, the plan's future is uncertain, as of 2004, after the North East region rejected its proposed assembly in a referendum.

City status is governed by Royal Charter. There are currently 66 British cities (50 in England; 6 in Scotland; 5 in Wales; and 5 in Northern Ireland).

The Crown has sovereignty over the Bailiwicks of Jersey and Guernsey, and the Isle of Man, known collectively as the crown dependencies. These are lands historically owned by the British monarch, but are not part of the United Kingdom itself. They are also not in the European Union. However, the Parliament of the United Kingdom has the authority to legislate for the dependencies, and the British government manages their foreign affairs and defence.

The UK also has fourteen overseas territories around the world, the last remaining territories of the British Empire. The overseas territories are also not considered part of the UK, but in some cases the local populations have British citizenship and the right to abode in the UK.

Councils and councillors

Councils have historically had no split between executive or legislature. Functions are vested in the council itself, and then exercised usually by committees or subcommittees of the council. The post of leader was recognised, and leaders typically chair several important committees, but had no special authority. The chair of the council itself is an honorary position with no real power.

Under section 15 the Local Government and Housing Act 1989, committees must roughly reflect the political party makeup of the council; before it was permitted for a party with control of the council to 'pack' committees with their own members.

This pattern was based on that established for municipal boroughs by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835, and then later adopted for county councils and rural districts.

In 2000 Parliament passed the Local Government Act 2000 to force councils to move to an executive-based system, either with the council leader and a cabinet acting as an executive authority, or with a directly-elected mayor, either with a mayor and cabinet drawn from the councillors; or a mayor and council manager. There is a small exception to this whereby smaller district councils (population of less than 80,000) can adopt a modified committee system.

Most councils are using the council leader and cabinet option, whilst 52 smaller councils have been allowed to propose alternative arrangements based on the older system (Section 31 of the Act), and Brighton and Hove invoked a similar provision (Section 27(2)(b)) when a referendum to move to a directly-elected mayor was defeated.

There are now twelve directly-elected mayors, in districts where a referendum was in favour of them. Many of the mayors are independents (notably in Hartlepool and Middlesbrough, which in parliamentary elections are usually Labour Party strongholds). Since May 2002 only a handful of referendums have been held, and they have all been negative apart from Torbay. Of the mayors, all but Stoke-on-Trent's are mayor and cabinet-based. Having won the 2005 General Election and a third term of office, the government is approaching the issue in a new way and is considering introducing new Elected Mayors on the basis of larger 'City Region' areas which will mean a reorganisation of the local authorities affected into larger units with wider powers. In any case, the issue may be given fresh impetus with a number of Mayoral referenda being triggered by campaigns receiving the necessary 5% support of the local authority electorate.

The Executive, in which ever form it is, is held to account by the remainder of the Councillors acting as the 'scrutiny function' - calling the Executive to account for their actions and to justify their future plans. As a new concept within local government, this is currently an under-developed part of local municipal administration.

Districts are responsible for leisure, environmental health, housing — including the provision of social housing and housing benefit, rubbish collection, and local roads. Counties are responsible for more strategic services such as education, libraries, main roads, social services, trading standards and transport. Unitary authorities exercise all these functions.

All sorts of councils also have a general power to 'promote economic, social and environmental well-being' of their area. However, like all public bodies, they are limited by the doctrine of ultra vires, and may only do things that common law or an Act of Parliament specifically or generally allows for - in contrast to the earlier incorporated municipal corporations which were treated as natural persons and could undertake whatever activities they wished to.

Councils may promote Local Acts in Parliament to grant them special powers. For example, Kingston upon Hull, had for many years a municipally-owned telephone company, Kingston Communications.

Italia

Italy is subdivided into 20 regions (regioni, singular regione). Five of these regions enjoy a special autonomous status that enables them to enact legislation on some of their specific local matters, and are marked by an:

1. Abruzzo (L'Aquila) 

2. Basilicata (Potenza) 

3. Calabria (Catanzaro) 

4. Campania (Naples, Napoli) 

5. Emilia-Romagna (Bologna) 

6. Friuli-Venezia Giulia* (Trieste) 

7. Lazio, Latium (Rome, Roma) 

8. Liguria (Genoa, Genova) 

9. Lombardy, Lombardia (Milan, Milano) 

10. Marche, Marches (Ancona) 

11. Molise, (Campobasso) 

12. Piedmont, Piemonte (Turin, Torino) 

13. Apulia, Puglia (Bari) 

14. Sardinia*, Sardegna (Cagliari) 

15. Aosta Valley*, Valle d'Aosta (Aosta) 

16. Tuscany, Toscana (Florence, Firenze) 

17. Trentino-South Tyrol*, Trentino-Alto Adige, (Trento) 

18. Umbria (Perugia) 

19. Sicily*, Sicilia (Palermo) 

20. Veneto (Venice, Venezia) 

All regions except the Aosta Valley are further subdivided into two or more provinces.

Article 116 of the Italian Constitution contemplates that five of the 20 Italian regions shall benefit of particular conditions of autonomy. These regions are:

· Sicily 

· Sardinia 

· Trentino-South Tyrol 

· Friuli-Venezia Giulia 

· Aosta Valley 

In Italy, a province (in Italian: provincia) is an administrative division of an intermediate level between municipality (comune) and region (regione).

A provincia is composed of many comuni (pl), and usually several province (pl) form a region. (An exception of the region of the Aosta Valley, which, strictly speaking, has none, the administrative functions of a province being provided by the regione. Loosely speaking, it consists of a single province.) 

For example Modena and Maranello are two comuni of the provincia of Modena; Modena and Reggio Emilia are two province of the regione Emilia-Romagna. 

As of 2006, there are 110 provinces of Italy, three of which will be wholly effective in 2009. The list below highlights in bold the provincia whose administrative capital is also the administrative capital of its regione.

The Regions of Italy were granted a degree of regional autonomy in the 1948 constitution, which states that the constitution's role is: to recognize, protect and promote local autonomy, to ensure that services at the State level are as decentralized as possible, and to adapt the principles and laws establishing autonomy and decentralization.

However, five regions (Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Sardinia, Sicily, Trentino-South Tyrol, and the Aosta Valley) have been granted a special status of autonomy to establish their own regional legislation on some specific local matters; based on cultural grounds, geographical location and on the presence of important ethnic minorities. The other 15 ordinary regions were effectively established only in the early 1970s.

Each region has an elected council and a Giunta Regionale (executive committee) headed by a directly elected president. The Giunta is responsible to the council and is required to resign if it fails to retain the council's confidence.

The regions primarily served to decentralize the state government machinery. A constitutional reform in 2001 remarkably widened the competences of the Regions, in particular concerning legislative powers and most of state controls were abolished.

In 2005 the centre-right government led by Silvio Berlusconi proposed a major reform of the constitution which would have entailed greatly increasing the powers of the regions in areas such as health and education. In June 2006, the proposals, which had been particularly associated with Berlusconi’s partners in government the Northern League, and seen by some as leading the way to a federal state, were rejected in a referendum by a margin of 61.7% to 38.3%.

Provincial and communal governments follow similar principles: councils and giunte headed by provincial presidents or communal mayors.

Regional autonomy (Federalism) has been made an issue in Italian politics in recent years, no doubt aided by the emergence of parties such as the Lega Nord.

The comune provides many of the basic civil functions: registry of births and deaths, registry of deeds, contracting for local roads and public works, etc. It is headed by a mayor (sindaco) assisted by a council of aldermen, the Consiglio Comunale. The offices of the comune are housed in a building usually called the Municipio, or Palazzo Comunale.

As of the 2001 census, there were 8,101 comuni in Italy; they vary considerably in area and population.

For example, the comune of Rome (Lazio) has an area of 1,285.30 km² and a population of 2,546,804, and is both the largest and the most populated comune in Italy; Fiera di Primiero, in the province of Trento, is the smallest comune by area, with only 0.10 km², and Morterone (province of Lecco) is the smallest by population, with only 33 inhabitants.

The density of comuni varies widely by province and region: the province of Bari, for example, has 1,564,000 inhabitants in 48 municipalities, or over 32,000 inhabitants per municipality; whereas the Aosta Valley has 121,000 inhabitants in 74 municipalities, or 1,630 inhabitants per municipality — roughly twenty times more communal units per inhabitant. There are inefficiencies at both ends of the scale, and there is concern about optimizing the size of the comuni so they may best function in the modern world, but planners are hampered by the historical resonances of the comuni, which often reach back many hundreds of years, or even a full millennium: while provinces and regions are creations of the central government, and subject to fairly frequent border changes, the natural cultural unit is indeed the comune, — for many Italians, their hometown: in recent years especially, it has thus become quite rare for comuni either to merge or to break apart.

Statele Unite

The council-manager government is one of two main variations of representative municipal government in the United States. This system of government is used in the majority of American cities with populations over 12,000. (for contrast, see Mayor-Council government).

In the council-manager form of government, an elected city council (typically between 5 and 11 people) is responsible for making policy, passing ordinances, voting appropriations, and having overall supervisory authority in the city government. In such a government, the mayor (or equivalent executive) will perform strictly ceremonial duties or will act as a member and presiding officer of the council.

The council will hire a city manager or administrator who will be responsible for supervising government operations and implementing the policies adopted by the council. The manager serves the council, usually with a contract that specifies duties and responsibilities. Ideally, the manager is apolitical, but this is often difficult.

Municipal governments are usually administratively divided into several departments, depending on the size of the city. Though cities differ in the division of responsibility, the typical arrangement is to have the following departments handle the following roles:

1. Urban planning and zoning: 

2. Public Works: construction and maintenance of all city-owned or operated assets, including the water supply system, sewer, streets, snow removal, street signs, vehicles, buildings, land, etc. 

3. Parks and Recreation: (construction and maintenance of) city parks, common areas, parkways, publicly owned lands, etc. Also, operation of various recreation programs and facilities. 

4. Police 

5. Fire 

6. Emergency Medical Service 

7. Emergency Management 

8. Accounting / Finance: collects taxes owed to the city. 

9. Human Resources: incorporates human resources department for city workers, 

10. Legal - Risk Management: handles all legal matters including writing municipal bonds, verifying the city is in compliance with state and federal mandates, responding to citizen lawsuits such as lawsuits allegedly stemming from city actions or inactions. Typical legal actions include someone who fell on city-owned sidewalks suing the city for negligence, or a city annexing land. 

11. Transportation (varies widely): If the city has a municipal bus or light rail service, this function may be its own department or it may be folded into the another of the above departments. 

12. Information technology department: supports computer systems used by city employees. May be also responsible for a city website, phones and other systems. 

The council-manager system can be seen to place all power into the hands of the legislative branch. However, a city manager can be seen as a similar role to that of corporate CEO in providing professional management to an organization. Council-manager government is much like a publicly traded corporation. In a corporation, the board of directors appoints a CEO, makes major decisions and wields representative power on behalf of shareholders. Likewise in council-manager government, the city council appoints a city manager, makes major decisions, and wields representative power on behalf of the citizens.

The International City/County Management Association (ICMA) (see http://icma.org ) is a professional organization for city managers. It was founded in 1914, and has more than 8000 members worldwide.

In New England, where municipal government is often invested in an incorporated town, the city manager may be called town manager, and the council can often be referred to its traditional name of Board of Selectmen.

Mayor-Council government is one of two variations of government most commonly used in modern representative municipal governments in the United States. It is also used in some other countries. The Mayor-Council variant can be broken down into two main variations depending on the relationship between the legislative and executive branches.

The New York City Council is the lawmaking body of the City of New York. It is comprised of 51 members from 51 council districts throughout the five boroughs. The Council serves as balance of power against the mayor in a "strong" mayor-council government model. The council monitors performance of city agencies and makes land use decisions as well as legislating on a variety of other issues. The City Council also has sole responsibility for approving the city budget and each member is limited to two consecutive terms in office.

The current speaker of the City Council is Christine C. Quinn. There are 48 Democratic council members led by Majority Leader Joel Rivera. The three Republican council members are led by Minority Leader James Oddo.

The Council has several committees with oversight of various functions of the city government. Each council member sits on at least three standing, select or subcommittees (listed below). The standing committees meet at least once per month. The Speaker of the Council, the Majority Leader, and the Minority Leader are all ex officio members of every committee.

Council members are elected every four years, except for two consecutive two year terms every twenty years (starting in 2001 and 2003 and again in 2021 and 2023). The head of the City Council is called the Speaker, and is currently Christine Quinn, a Democrat.

The History of the New York City Council can be traced to Dutch colonial days when New York City was called New Amsterdam.

On February 2, 1653, the town of New Amsterdam, founded on the southern tip of Manhattan Island in 1625, was incorporated as a city under a charter issued by the Dutch West India Company. A Council of Legislators sat as the local lawmaking body and as a court of inferior jurisdiction.

After a number of changes through the ensuing years, the present Council was born in 1938 under a new charter which instituted the Council as the sole legislative body and the Board of Estimate as the chief administrative body. Certain functions of the Council, however, remained subject to the approval of the Board.

A system of proportional representation seated a 26-member Council in 1938 to serve two-year terms. The term was extended to four years in 1945 to coincide with the term of the Mayor. Proportional representation was abolished in 1949. It was replaced by a system of electing one Council Member from each State Senate district within the city. The Charter also provided for the election of two Council Members-at-large from each of the five boroughs. In June 1983, however, a federal court ruled that the 10 at-large seats violated the United States Constitution's one-person, one-vote mandate.

In 1989, the Supreme Court ruled that the Board of Estimate also violated the one-person, one-vote mandate. In response, the new Charter abolished the Board of Estimate and provided for the redrawing of the Council district lines to increase minority representation on the Council. It also increased the number of Council Members from 35 to 51. The Council was then granted full power over the municipal budget, as well as authority over zoning, land use and franchises.

A two-term limit was imposed on City Council members and citywide elected officials after a 1993 referendum. In 1996, voters turned down a Council proposal to extend term limits. 

City Council Standing Committees

· Aging 

· Civil Rights 

· Civil Service & Labor 

· Community Development (Select Committee) 

· Consumer Affairs 

· Contracts 

· Cultural Affairs, Libraries & International Intergroup Relations 

· Economic Development 

· Education 

· Environmental Protection 

· Finance 

· Fire & Criminal Justice Services 

· General Welfare 

· Governmental Operations 

· Health 

· Higher Education 

· Housing & Buildings 

· Immigration 

· Juvenile Justice 

· Land Use 

· Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse & Disability Services 

· Oversight and Investigations 

· Parks & Recreation 

· Public Safety 

· Rules, Privileges & Elections 

· Sanitation & Solid Waste Management 

· Small Business 

· Standards & Ethics 

· State & Federal Legislation 

· Technology in Government 

· Transportation 

· Veterans 

· Waterfronts 

· Women's Issues 

· Youth Services 

City Council Subcommittees

· Drug Abuse 

· Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses 

· Libraries 

· Planning, Dispositions and Concessions 

· Public Housing 

· Senior Centers 

· Zoning and Franchises 

Spania

Administratively, Spain is divided into 50 provinces, grouped into 17 autonomous communities and 2 autonomous cities with high degree of autonomy.

Spain consists of 17 autonomous communities (comunidades autónomas) and 2 autonomous cities (ciudades autónomas; Ceuta and Melilla).

· Andalusia (Andalucía) 

· Aragon (Aragón) 

· Principality of Asturias (Principáu d'Asturies in Asturian/Principado de Asturias in Spanish) 

· Balearic Islands (Illes Balears in Catalan / Islas Baleares in Spanish) 

· Basque Country (Euskadi in Basque/País Vasco in Spanish) 

· Canary (Islas Canarias) 

· Cantabria 

· Castile-La Mancha (Castilla-La Mancha) 

· Castile and Leon (Castilla y León in Spanish) 

· Catalonia (Catalunya in Catalan/Cataluña in Spanish/ Catalunha in Aranese) 

· Extremadura (Ehtremaura in Castúo) 

· Galicia (Galicia or Galiza in Galician/Galicia in Spanish) 

· La Rioja 

· Madrid 

· Murcia (Región de Murcia) 

· Navarre (Nafarroa in Basque/Navarra in Spanish) 

· Valencian Community (Comunitat Valenciana in Valencian /Comunidad Valenciana in Spanish, as official denominations). 

The Spanish kingdom also has a provincial structure. Spain is divided into 50 provinces (provincias). This structure is prior to that of the autonomous communities (dates back to 1833). Therefore, autonomous communities group provinces (for instance, Extremadura is made of two provinces: Cáceres and Badajoz). The autonomous communities of Asturias, the Balearic Islands, Cantabria, La Rioja, Navarre, Murcia, and Madrid (the nation's capital) are each composed of a single province. Traditionally, provinces are usually subdivided into historic regions or comarcas.

Spain's fifty provinces (provincias) are grouped into seventeen autonomous communities (comunidades autónomas), in addition to two African autonomous cities (ciudades autónomas) (Ceuta and Melilla).

Centralism, nationalism and separatism played an important role in the Spanish transition. For fear that separatism would lead to instability and a dictatorial backlash, a compromise was struck among the moderate political parties taking part in the drafting of the Spanish Constitution of 1978. The aim was to appease separatist forces and so disarm the extreme right. A highly decentralized state was established, compared both with the previous Francoist regime and with most modern territorial arrangements in Western European nations.

The autonomous communities have wide legislative and executive autonomy, with their own parliaments and regional governments. The distribution of powers is different for every community, as laid out in the "autonomy statute" (estatuto de autonomía). There is a de facto distinction between "historic" communities (Basque Country, Catalonia, Galicia, and Andalusia) and the rest. The historic ones initially received more functions, including the ability of the regional presidents to choose the timing of the regional elections (as long as they happen at most 4 years apart). As another example, the Basque Country and Catalonia have full-range police forces of their own: Ertzaintza in the Basque Country and Mossos d'Esquadra in Catalonia. Other communities have a more limited force or none at all (eg. Policía Autónoma Andaluza[1]).

The Constitution recognizes in its Article 2 the right of "regions and nationalities" to self government. The initial intent was not that every part of Spain should become an autonomous community, but that only the so-called historic nationalities would be granted this right. However, while the Constitution was still being drafted, there was a popular outcry in Andalusia for its own right to autonomy, with over a million and a half people demonstrating in the streets of Andalusia on 4th December 1977. This would lead to the inclusion of two articles regarding autonomy in the finished constitution in 1978: Article 143, which would establish the possibility of all regions becoming autonomous communities, with a certain range of limited transferred powers (this was dubbed at the time café para todos ("coffee for everybody") by critics of the decentralization); and Article 151, that would set the roles of autonomous communities with a higher degree of devolved functions.

Article 151 would automatically include the historic nationalities, which have previously enjoyed autonomy during the Second Spanish Republic, as ruled by the Spanish Constitution of 1931, the Basque Country, Catalonia and Galicia, until the Spanish Civil War crushed this experiment. Nevertheless, this article also offered the possibility of other regions or nationalities accessing the same level of autonomy if approved on referendum.

A separate statute of autonomy for Andalusia had been drawn and submitted by Blas Infante, then approved by parliament in June 1936, to be voted in referendum in September 1936. However the start of the Civil War in July and the assassination of Infante by Franco's rebels in August of the same year put an end to the autonomist project for Andalusia.

In spite of this, Andalusia was never recognised as a "historic nationality" in the 1978 constitution. This caused a great deal of indignation at the time and fired the fuse of a popular campaign which would lead to a successful referendum vote on 28th February 1980 that required a supermajority. Andalusia would still have to wait two more years, after more political turmoil and broken promises, to join the Basque Country, Catalonia and Galicia on earning its right to a higher degree of autonomous government.[2]
Since then, there has been a tendency for "slow-track" communities (those that accessed autonomy via article 143) to aspire to the function range of their elders (Andalusia, Basque Country, Catalonia and Galicia). Even in communities without a strong nationalist or regionalist tradition, the local branches of national parties fight for more power and budgets. Current points of disagreement are tax collection and representation at institutions of the European Union.

In addition to its autonomous communities, Spain is divided into fifty provinces.

Formerly of greater importance, since the arrival of the autonomous community system the provinces have had fewer powers. They are still used as electoral districts, in postal addresses, phone codes, and as geographical referents. (A small town would be identified as being in Valladolid province sooner than as being in Castile-Leon, for example.)

Most of the provinces are named after their principal town with the exception of Araba/Álava, Asturias, Bizkaia/Vizcaya, Cantabria, Gipuzkoa/Gipúzcoa, Illes Balears, La Rioja and Nafarroa/Navarra. There are only two cities that are capitals of autonomous communities without being capitals of provinces: Mérida in Extremadura and Santiago de Compostela in Galicia.

Seven autonomous communities are composed of only one province: Asturias, Balearic Islands, Cantabria, La Rioja, Madrid, Murcia, and Navarre.

Portugalia

Portugal has an administrative structure based on 308 municipalities (Portuguese singular/plural: concelho/concelhos), which are subdivided into more than 4,000 civil parishes (freguesia/freguesias). Municipalities are grouped for administrative purposes into superior units, the most significant being the classification since 1976, into either Mainland Portugal (Portugal Continental) or the autonomous regions of Portugal (Azores and Madeira).

Until recently, Portugal was divided into districts (distritos, singular: distrito), municipalities (municípios, singular: município, also known as concelho) and civil parishes (freguesias), only the last two having some political autonomy. This political division had been subject to many attempts to create a more "logical" and practical division in order to better reflect the economical, cultural and demographic reality. A public consultation through a referendum in 1999 was made in order to create statutary and political regions with some degree of autonomy, but was rejected in the polls.

Today, according to the Constitution of the Portuguese Republic the political subdivisions of the Portuguese territory are the (referended) regions (regiões - singular: região) - not yet implemented, the municipalities (municípios, singular: muninípio) and the civil parishes (freguesias, singular: freguesia). However, according to Law No. 11/2003 of May 13, the municipalities are allowed to organize themselves into intermunicipal communities (comunidades intermunicipais, singular: comunidade intermunicipal), that can be of general or specific purposes; and metropolitan areas (áreas metropolitanas, singular: área metropolitana), that can be of two types: great metropolitan areas (grandes áreas metropolitanas, singular: grande área metropolitana) and urban communities (comunidades urbanas, singular: comunidade urbana). The existence of the political subdivision of "district" is now disappearing. However they are still relevant, serving as a base for a number of administrative divisions.

On the other hand, the Portuguese territory was reorganized in accordance with a system of statistical regions and subregions known as N.U.T.S. (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics) that are the basis of the statistical system of information for the entire European Union.

Franta

France is divided into 26 administrative régions: 22 are in metropolitan France (21 are on the continental part of metropolitan France; one is the "territorial collectivity" of Corse, on the island of Corsica, commonly referred to as a région in common speech), and four are overseas régions. The régions are further subdivided into 100 départements. The departments are numbered (mainly alphabetically) and this number is used, for instance, in postal codes and vehicle number plates.

The departments are further subdivided into 342 arrondissements, but they have no elected assembly and serve only for the districting of state administrations. The arrondissements are further divided into 4,035 cantons, but again these serve only administrative and electoral purposes. Finally, the arrondissements are divided into 36,682 communes, which are municipalities with an elected assembly (municipal council).

The régions, départements, and communes are known as "territorial collectivities" (collectivités territoriales), meaning they possess local assemblies as well as an executive, while the arrondissements and the cantons are mere administrative divisions. Until 1940, the arrondissements were also territorial collectivities with an elected assembly (arrondissement council), but these were suspended by the Vichy regime and definitely abolished by the Fourth Republic in 1946. Historically, the cantons were also territorial collectivities with their elected assemblies.

Four of the départements are overseas départements (coterminous with the four overseas régions) which are an integral part of France (and the EU) and thus enjoy a status similar to metropolitan départments.

In addition to the 26 régions and 100 départements, the French Republic is further made up of four overseas collectivities, one sui generis collectivity (New Caledonia), and one overseas territory.

Overseas collectivities and territories form part of the French Republic, but do not form part of the EU or its fiscal area. The Pacific territories continue to use the Pacific franc whose value is linked to that of the euro. In contrast, the four overseas régions/départements used the French franc and now use the euro.

France also maintains control over a number of small non-permanently inhabited islands in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean: Bassas da India, Clipperton Island, Europa Island, Glorioso Islands, Juan de Nova Island, Tromelin Island. See Islands controlled by France in the Indian and Pacific oceans.

As of January 1, 2006, metropolitan France is divided into:

· 22 régions (although strictly speaking Corsica is in fact a "territorial collectivity", not a région, but is referred to as a région in common speech) 

· the régions are divided into 96 départements 

· the départements are divided into 329 arrondissements 

· the arrondissements are divided into 3,879 cantons 

· the cantons are divided into 36,571 communes (although some of the larger communes actually are composed of several cantons) 

· 3 communes (Paris, Marseille, and Lyon) are further divided into 45 municipal arrondissements 

· 730 Communes associées (as of 2006): formerly separate communes which retained a limited degree of independence. Communes associées also exist outside of Metropolitan France, for example in French Polynesia. 

Furthermore, as of January 1, 2006, there exist 2,558 intercommunal structures grouping 32,826 communes (89.7% of all the communes of metropolitan France), with 51.98 million people living in them (85.7% of the population of metropolitan France). These intercommunal structures are:

· 14 Urban Communities (communautés urbaines) 

· 158 Communities of Agglomeration (communautés d'agglomération) 

· 2,380 Communities of Communes (communautés de communes) 

· 6 Syndicates of New Agglomeration (syndicats d'agglomération nouvelle), a category soon to disappear. 

Overseas

The French Republic is further made up of the following overseas administrative divisions:

· 4 overseas régions (régions d'outre-mer): Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, and Réunion, which have the same status as metropolitan régions (as much as Hawaii has the same status as a continental US state), each of these overseas régions also being an overseas département (département d'outre-mer, or DOM), with the same status as a département of metropolitan France. This double structure (région/département) is new, due to the recent extension of the regional scheme to the overseas départements, and may soon transform into a single structure, with the merger of the regional and departmental assemblies, unless new départements are created such as in the case of Réunion, where it has been proposed to create a second département in the south of the island, with the région of Réunion above these two départements. 

· these DOM are divided into 13 arrondissements 

· these 13 arrondissements are divided into 156 cantons 

· these 156 cantons make up 114 communes (in the 4 DOM, there are more cantons than communes, unlike in metropolitan France, because many communes are divided into several cantons, whereas in metropolitan France in general cantons are made up of several communes, except in large communes like Toulouse or Lille which are divided into several cantons) 

· Furthermore, as of January 1, 2006, there exist 15 intercommunal structures in the DOM, grouping 87 communes (76.3% of all the communes of the DOM), with 1.35 million people living in them (78.7% of the population of the DOM). These intercommunal structures are: 

· 6 Communities of Agglomeration (communautés d'agglomération) 

· 9 Communities of Communes (communautés de communes) 

· 4 overseas collectivities (collectivités d'outre-mer): French Polynesia, Mayotte, Saint-Pierre and Miquelon and Wallis and Futuna 

· French Polynesia (designated as a "overseas country", French: pays d'outre-mer) is divided into 5 administrative subdivisions (subdivisions administratives). For elections it is divided into 6 electoral districts (circonscriptions électorales) which differ slightly from the 5 administrative subdivisions. The 5 administrative subdivisions are divided into 48 communes. 

· Mayotte (designated as a "departmental collectivity", French: collectivité départementale) is divided into 17 communes. No arrondissements. Cantons are the same as communes in Mayotte. 

· Saint-Pierre and Miquelon (named Collectivité territoriale de Saint-Pierre et Miquelon) is divided into 2 communes. No arrondissements, no cantons. 

· Wallis and Futuna (named Territoire des îles Wallis et Futuna) is divided into 3 districts (circonscriptions territoriales) which exactly match the three traditional chiefdoms (royaumes coutumiers) with their traditional kings still at their head, the only kings currently recognized in the French Republic. These 3 districts are: Uvea, Sigave, and Alo. Uvea is the most populous and is further divided into 3 wards (districts in French): Hahake, Mua, and Hihifo. No arrondissements, no cantons. Wallis and Futuna is also the only permanently inhabited territory of the French Republic with no communes. 

· 1 sui generis collectivity (collectivité sui generis): New Caledonia, whose status is unique in the French Republic: it is the only territory which is not a collectivité terrioriale (although its subdivisions are collectivités territoriales). A self-determination referendum is scheduled for 2014 to decide the future status of the island. 

· New Caledonia is divided into 3 provinces 

· the provinces are divided into 33 communes 

· 1 overseas territory (territoire d'outre-mer, or TOM): the French Southern and Antarctic Lands 

· the French Southern and Antarctic Lands are divided into 4 districts (districts in French): 1- Kerguelen Islands, 2- Crozet Islands, 3- Amsterdam Island and Saint Paul Island, and 4- Adelie Land (Terre Adélie), although sovereignty over Adelie Land in Antarctica is suspended since the signing of the Antarctic Treaty in 1959. No permanent population, no communes. 

· Uninhabited islands which belong directly to the central State public land (domaine public d'Etat): 

· a collection of five islands in the Indian Ocean with no permanent population and known as Îles Éparses ("Scattered Islands"), which are administered by the prefect of the French Southern and Antarctic Lands: Bassas da India, Europa, Juan de Nova, Glorioso, and Tromelin. 

· 1 uninhabited island in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Mexico which is administered by the high-commissioner of the French Republic in French Polynesia: Clipperton. 

Collectivités territoriales
French administrative subdivisions that have a (limited) freedom of administration are called collectivités territoriales. Among them are régions, départements, communes, régions d'outre-mer, départements d'outre-mer, collectivités d'outre-mer, provinces (New Caledonia) and the "collectivité territoriale de Corse (Corsica)" which belongs to no category (but is close to régions). New Caledonia is unique as it is not a collectivité territoriale.
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