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31Mar98 BULGARIA: PRESIDENT SAYS EU, NATO MEMBERSHIP "FINAL CHOICE".

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 1446 gmt 27 Mar 98

Excerpt from report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA

Veliko Turnovo, 27th March: Bulgaria's desire to become a member of the European Union and NATO is not a whim but a civilized and final choice. It corresponds to our desire to see Bulgaria in the coming decades as an economically strong country, with high living standards, democratic and stable institutions and supremacy of law, Bulgarian President Petur Stoyanov said [on] Friday [27th March] during a visit to the Vasil Levski Higher Military School in this northern Bulgarian town.

In a 45-minute address to lecturers and cadets, the president dwelled on the problems in Euro-Atlantic integration and the reform in the Bulgarian army.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain, NATO became the only military organization capable of effectively responding to the challenges in the world, the president said, stressing that small and medium-size European countries like Bulgaria stand no chances to ensure their defence by themselves and outside the NATO structures.

Saying that the Bulgarian national interests match the interests of the great powers that want to see a united Europe, the president said that the future of Bulgaria and Romania is in an eventual invitation for NATO membership after a reasonable period and solid preparation. President Stoyanov believes that together with Greece and Turkey, the two countries can build a strong southern geographic and military flank of NATO.

Later in the day the president visited the weapons training department, the shooting range and the cadets' residential hall...

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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26Mar98 BULGARIA: PRESIDENT KUCHMA IN BULGARIA TALKS OF RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT, NATO

AND IRAN.

Source: Interfax news agency, Moscow, in English 1848 gmt 24 Mar 98

Text of report in English by Russian news agency Interfax

Sofia, 24th March: The Russian president himself is the guarantor of stability in Ukrainian-Russian relations because it is he who dictates his country's foreign policy, Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma told journalists in Sofia, Bulgaria, where he arrived on Tuesday [24th March] for a two-day official visit.

"Boris Yeltsin always stands by his word and this is a guarantee that our relations will develop in the interests of the two countries. But I would be insincere if I said that the country and myself are indifferent to the changes [in the Russian government]," he said.

Ukraine does not feel threatened by Bulgaria's desire to integrate into NATO, Kuchma said. This is recorded in a declaration signed by himself and the Bulgarian president, he said. Ukraine's position on the expansion of NATO has not changed, Kuchma said. "Ukraine regards cooperation with NATO as a factor of confidence-building on the continent," he said.

His country "is not by any means abandoning cooperation with Iran", Kuchma said. Regarding the aborted project of the Kharkiv [Kharkov]-based Turboatom plant's cooperation in constructing a nuclear power station in Bushehr, Iran, he said that now no expert could prove that this or that project cannot be eventually

used in the development of nuclear weapons.

Ukraine will go ahead with constructing new power units for the Khmelnitskiy and

Rovno nuclear power stations even if the EBRD does not finance the project,

Kuchma said. Russia has agreed to supply 100m dollars worth of equipment for

every unit, he said.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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26Mar98 BULGARIA: OPPOSITION SAYS BULGARIA'S MEMBERSHIP OF NATO

"UNACCEPTABLE".

Source: Bulgarian Radio, Sofia, in Bulgarian 1700 gmt 24 Mar 98

Text of report Bulgarian radio on 24th March

[Announcer] The supreme council of the Bulgarian Socialist Party [BSP - largest

opposition party] has taken a position that Bulgaria's entry into NATO is

unacceptable so long as NATO remains a defensive military alliance. If the pact

restructures itself into a common European security system the BSP might change

its position, said Ivan Gaytandzhiev, chairman of the foreign policy and

national security commission of the BSP supreme council. Bulgaria must play an

active part in the Partnership for Peace Initiative and the North Atlantic

Cooperation Council, the BSP also declares. Here are further details of today's

plenum of the BSP supreme council by telephone from our correspondent, Daniela

Ivancheva:

[Ivancheva] The BSP also says that it is inadmissible for the army reform to be

implemented before doctrines on national security, foreign policy and the

military are adopted. This is stated in a further official stand that the

Socialists adopted today.

The third subject discussed in the last hour of the plenum, which has now ended,

was cooperation between the BSP and other political forces. The plenum adopted

the view that after new parliamentary elections, the Left might also seek

cooperation with right-wing parties represented in the present parliament, but

unfortunately at the moment this is impossible, Miroslav Popov stated. Popov

added the proviso that there may be exceptions in the event of emergency

situations arising in the country. As an example of such situations, he cited a

possible collapse of the economic reform or an extension of the conflict in

Kosovo.

The decisions adopted at the plenum also stated that the BSP will propose to all

political forces the holding of a dialogue on developing a new policy for

emerging from the crisis. The [BSP-led] Democratic Left parliamentary floor

group will hold standing consultations with the other parliamentary forces on

issues of national importance.

According to another decision, broad political consultations are needed between

the parties of the Left with a view to forming a left-of-centre coalition. The

parties with whom such cooperation will be sought are the Communist parties, the

Social Democrats, the left-wing Agrarian parties and the Liberals. Georgi

Bozhinov summarized these decisions adopted at today's plenum with the words:

The BSP is taking a big step on the path towards forming a coalition of the

Bulgarian Left.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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26Mar98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA AND UKRAINE "STRATEGIC PARTNERS", PRESIDENTS SAY.

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 1744 gmt 24 Mar 98

Text of report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA

Sofia, 24th March: Bulgaria and Ukraine were declared strategic partners in the

joint declaration signed between the presidents of the two countries on further

promotion and deepening of cooperation between Bulgaria and Ukraine, said

President Petur Stoyanov at a joint news conference with Ukrainian President

Leonid Kuchma. Kuchma arrived Tuesday [24th March] on a two-day official visit

to Bulgaria.

The two presidents conferred for two hours at the Boyana residence.

Cooperation between Bulgaria and Ukraine in the realization of infrastructure

projects was in the focus of the talks between the two presidents. Bulgaria

wants to accede to the agreement on the Euro-Asian corridor and also to activate

the ferryboat line Varna-Ilichevsk [Bulgaria-Ukraine] and link it to the

Burgas-Poti [Bulgaria-Georgia] line, Stoyanov said.

"After the talks of Deputy Prime Minister Bakurdzhiev in Moscow the Russian gas

passing via Bulgaria will increase three times and this means that we shall

enter into partnership with Ukraine," President Stoyanov said.

The current state of trade and economic cooperation is unsatisfactory, Petur

Stoyanov and Leonid Kuchma established. They decided an agreement to be worked

out for liberalization of trade regulations, one that would be in harmony with

the willingness of the two countries to join the Central European Free Trade

Agreement (CEFTA). The joint economic committee will start operating promptly

after the parliamentary elections in Ukraine.

The strategic goals of Bulgaria and of Ukraine coincide; these are reforming the

economy, building of sustainable democratic structures with supremacy of the

law, Petur Stoyanov said. In his view the two countries may also help each other

in their efforts to join the European Union.

"Our main objective is cooperation with the European and transatlantic

structures," Leonid Kuchma said. He heard Stoyanov's position that Bulgaria lost

three or four years it could have used for economic reform but shed its

post-communist illusions for good. A country's reversion to socialism is like an

attempt to make oneself ill, Kuchma said.

Ukraine sees no threat in Bulgaria's desire to join NATO, President Kuchma said,

answering a question.

Asked about his country's stance on the Blue Stream project, Kuchma said Ukraine

would press for environmental safety. The members of the two delegations also

held meetings.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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26Mar98 BULGARIA: TELECOM COMPANY TO TENDER FOR LINKS WITH FOUR COUNTRIES.

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 1339 gmt 19 Mar 98

Text of report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA

Sofia, 19th March: The Bulgarian Telecommunications Company [BTC] is preparing a

tender dossier for an international programme under which the national

telecommunications network will be linked up with those of Ukraine, Russia,

Georgia and Greece.

Installing new digital telephone exchanges and expansion of the digital transit

network and the digital contact networks in large cities are among this year's

priorities that were made public by the deputy chief of the Bulgarian

Telecommunications Company, Ivan Spasov, Thursday [19th March]. He participated

in a conference on the development of communication and information systems and

Bulgaria's integration into the European telecoms networks.

Experts of the European Commission presented novelties in the Advanced

Communications, Technologies and Services project in which Bulgaria is involved.

It includes the development of hi-tech programmes eliminating all human

operations, said the BTC.

BTC has set itself the target to meet the NATO standards for digitalization of

national security strategic sites by the year 2000. A new control centre with

the BTC will monitor and service the traffic and billing systems, said Spasov.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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26Mar98 USA: COMMENTARY - PERSPECTIVE ON NATO.

Will Expansion Undercut the Military? - By premature action on new members, the

Senate could condemn a vital alliance to creeping impotence.

By HOWARD BAKER Jr. ALTON FRYE SAM NUNN BRENT SCOWCROFT, Howard Baker Jr. and

Sam Nunn are former U.S. senators. Alton Frye is senior fellow of the Council on

Foreign Relations. Brent Scowcroft was national security advisor to Presidents

Ford and Bush.

LEAD: The debate on NATO expansion is generating many more questions than

answers. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has identified a number of such

questions bearing on the proposed admission of Poland, Hungary and the Czech

Republic. Unfortunately, the committee calls for approving those admissions

before the answers are available.

Among conditions the committee has prescribed for admitting these new members is

a requirement for elaborate reports to be filed after they take their seats in

NATO. Looking toward the formulation of NATO's new strategic concept, the

committee mandates a study of the concept's implications for U.S. military

forces not only in Europe, but worldwide. The committee demands analysis of

threats to be faced by the United States and its allies to the year 2010. It

cites the growing menace of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons as well as

the prospect of cruise and ballistic missiles in unfriendly hands. Furthermore,

the resolution requires preparation of "alternative system architectures" for

ballistic missile defense in Europe.

It makes sense for the Senate to offer guidance on NATO's future strategic

concept. But no one, in or out of the Senate, can responsibly judge how

expanding NATO relates to a concept that has not yet been defined or submitted

for evaluation.

What is possible-and urgent-is to anticipate the strategic consequences that

would flow from expansion. The administration advertises that process as

open-ended and continuing. It has encouraged the expectations of many

countries-the Baltic states, Bulgaria and others-that they, too, will become

members of NATO. Yet it has not begun to confront the military requirements that

would impose.

Military professionals accept that defending the Baltics, for example, would

almost certainly entail the use of nuclear weapons in the event of attack by a

resurgent Russia. Including Poland would already bring NATO to the edge of

Russian territory at Kaliningrad. There and elsewhere, the combination of its

deteriorating conventional forces and fear of unbounded NATO expansion is moving

Moscow toward increased reliance on nuclear weapons-a doctrine that might at

best be called "inflexible response," at worst a "hair trigger." If deterrence

fails and armed conflict erupts, avoiding escalation could be difficult.

Most worrisome is the contradiction between open-ended NATO expansion and our

gravest security priority, mastering the threat of weapons of mass destruction.

That task begins with controlling the vast strategic arsenal still present in

Russia. That mission and the collateral effort to stem proliferation of

scientists, technology and hardware depend on active cooperation with the

Russians.

In Sen. John Warner's phrase, Russians perceive NATO expansion as replacing the

iron curtain with an "iron ring" around their country. To tell a country scarred

by repeated invasions from the West that NATO expansion is good for it only

spurs nationalist sentiment. It weakens the reformers with whom we must forge

cooperation.

Other issues cry out for scrutiny. A Russia that feels cornered in the West will

look East and South for strategic partners. Early signs of a marriage of

convenience between China and Russia point toward mounting resistance to U.S.

policy in other regions. Russia also holds cards in the global energy game. We

cannot assume that, if tensions mount, it will swallow its pride and refrain

from pressure on its neighbors' energy supplies or from complicating access to

oil and gas resources in Asia. Russia will gauge its strategic options in light

of how we exercise ours.

Far from suggesting a Russian veto over NATO decisions, these considerations

underscore the absolute necessity of clearly calculating our own interests and

priorities. It will be no service to American or European security if the course

we set undermines democratic trends and political stability in Russia. Still

less will it serve our interests if the process induces more dangerous military

postures and interrupts arms restraints in Russia.

The pending Senate resolution has other problematic features. In an extravagant

reading of Article 4 of the North Atlantic Treaty-which provides merely that

allies will consult when any of them is threatened-the resolution authorizes

NATO to "engage in other missions," without defining those missions or setting

criteria for them. A strong NATO is surely necessary for flexible coalitions of

the willing to meet crises like Saddam Hussein's aggression in the Persian Gulf.

Even those convinced of that proposition, however, question how far the Senate

should go in preauthorizing such efforts.

There is a great and essential tradition by which senators seize the occasion of

historic international agreements to shape high policy. In 1972, Sen. Henry

Jackson persuaded his colleagues to require that agreements on strategic forces

include equal limits for both the United States and the Soviet Union. The

Jackson provision proved crucial in bargaining with the Soviets. Similarly, Sen.

John Glenn took the lead in demanding thorough examination of the SALT II

treaty's verification provisions. The Senate's attention to surveillance needs

paid major dividends in later agreements on nuclear and conventional forces.

Those precedents commend themselves as senators weigh NATO expansion. Now is the

moment to modulate this process, and a key to doing so lies in another policy

endorsed by the Foreign Relations Committee. The committee states that U.S.

policy is to encourage expansion of the European Union as essential to creating

an undivided Europe. That is the premise of the proposal by Warner and Sen.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan to synchronize the three candidates' entry into NATO

with their accession to the European Union. This would steer policy toward a

sensible emphasis on economic and trade development in Europe, rather than

premature, costly security undertakings. It would also lower expectations of a

rush toward further NATO expansion.

With so many questions hovering over NATO expansion, the imperative for senators

is evident: Get answers before you give consent. Otherwise, the Senate may

condemn a vital alliance to the creeping impotence of excessive commitments and

clogged decision-making.
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26Mar98 BULGARIA: INVEST IN BULGARIA?

THESE are heady days in Bulgaria. After years in the doghouse as East Europe's

slowest and most reluctant reformer, the country's new right-of-centre UDF

government, in power ten months, is turning the conventional wisdom about the

country on its head.

Introduction of a currency board last July has pushed monthly inflation down

from February 1997's high point of almost 250% to under 2.5%. Interest rates are

now at reasonable levels which should allow the economy to grow this year after

contracting by some 7.4% in 1997. (Government spokesmen say 4% GDP growth can be

expected, most of it generated by a revitalised private sector).

Revenue from taxes this year is also expected to be up, thanks to new measures

aimed at integrating the informal economy into the formal: these include new

taxes and simplified registration procedures for new businesses.

Western interest

Privatisation has been accelerated dramatically, with the government planning to

divest itself of all state property by the end of 1999. It has also been more

transparent, which has led to an upsurge in interest from western investors.

And after years of being seen as soft on crime - which was often synonymous with

private sector activity - Bulgaria is now at last getting serious about tackling

some of the worst abuses. "We've separated organised crime from the state,

although some spider legs are still there," says Bulgaria's interior minister,

Bogomil Bonev. "The important thing is that the sources that were draining

income from the state have now been stopped."

Bonev is now turning his attention to Multigroup, which had close links to the

former, Socialist government. Its estimated 200 businesses, including prizes

such as the luxurious Grand Hotel Varna, grew out of the confusion and lack of

transparency that marked privatisation. Bonev is also targeting middle-level

bureaucrats suspected of opposing reform and, in some cases, promoting

corruption.

Two imperatives

Bulgaria's 35-year-old foreign minister, Nadejda Mihailova, displays a youthful

determination to throw off decades of pro-Russian foreign policy. Insisting that

Bulgaria has no wish to alienate its oldest ally, Mihailova nonetheless says

that her government's two foreign policy imperatives are to join the European

Union and NATO as soon possible. "We are already developing plans to reduce the

size of the army, buy western military equipment and generally bring the

military into line with NATO norms", she says.

So has Bulgaria really thrown off its chaotic Balkan past? Maxim Behar, an

established political commentator, worries that by cozying up to the west, the

government has alienated the Russians. "For the first time this century,

Bulgaria is close to neither of the superpowers," he says. "That doesn't feel

good".

Divided Socialists

Nonetheless, as of March, support for the government and for President Petar

Stoyanov in particular remains high. The opposition Socialist Party, which most

Bulgarians hold responsible for getting the country into its worst economic mess

in living memory, is divided and discredited. The government will complete its

mandate in 2001 and succeed in most of its aims. However, it will encounter

obstacles. Among them:

Inflation is down but, for the smooth operation of a currency board, is too

high. The government can reduce it only by depressing the economy - undermining

growth prospects and annoying millions of Bulgarians who have been told good

times are just around the corner.

Land reform will be complicated by the opposition Socialists' plan to fight any

changes which allow foreigners to buy and sell land. If land reform is approved,

it will be followed by months, if not years, of disputes over title.

Our prediction: If the government stays on course, and it should, Bulgaria will

be on its way to joining the modern world. Invest in Bulgaria? Yes, but with

extreme caution and a willingness to be patient.
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26Mar98 GERMANY: CONVERGENCE OF IDEAS IS UNITING EUROPE.

By Douglas Hamilton

BRUSSELS, March 26 (Reuters) - Poles catch on fast. Their country has not even

joined the European Union yet and already they are burning the blue EU flag in

protest.

So do Turks. They abuse the gold-starred banner because the EU is stalling on

their membership bid, to the irritation of the United States, which then chides

its European partners for strategic short-sightedness.

Both countries, and those between them, lie in the sweeping arc of western

Europe's "enlargement" to embrace the territory once under Soviet domination.

The economically powerful 15-member European Union and 16-member NATO military

alliance are heading in the same direction, beckoned eastwards by willing new

partners they dare not ignore.

A reunified, democratic Germany became the core symbol and the economic bedrock

of the new Europe eight years ago. Those who tried to brake that process were

overwhelmed, and there is every sign that enlargement also has unstoppable

momentum.

"We have, fortunately, passed the point where there is much doubt about either

NATO or the EU expanding," U.S. deputy secretary of state Strobe Talbott said

last week.

"But there is still debate about how much further these two processes should

go," he added in a Berlin speech on "the idea of Europe".

As "a very interested non-member of the EU", the United States believes the

enlargement of many core transatlantic and European institutions must continue

"in time and space...on an open-ended basis, without arbitrary pauses", Talbott

said.

As Thursday's Franco-German-Russian "troika" summit outside Moscow indicates,

there may be no hard limit to enlargement. The process is driven by a remarkable

post-Cold War convergence of ideas, which respect no borders.

Capitalism and democratic rule are the pillars upon which new Europe is

launching the 21st century. And in West as well East, readiness to bite the

bullet of painful restructuring and modernisation underlines the general faith

in a free-market, monetarist path to prosperity.

Along with Czechs, Hungarians, Slovenes, Estonians and Cypriots, Poland's 39

million people know that meeting membership the EU's requirements will hurt at

first.

The flag-burning episode outside the Polish Finance Ministry last Thursday

involved workers from the venerable Ursus tractor plant, who fear their days in

work are numbered if the company is exposed to full-bore EU competition.

Probably with justification. Any number of industries, unions and entrepreneurs

in the EU have been confronted with the rigors of a bigger, tougher, wider

market and forced to adapt or die.

But, as is self-evident, the attractions of joining a single market of nearly

500 million people will tend to outweigh the risks and temporary sacrifices.

On March 31, the European Commission will formally invite the six "enlargement"

countries to open negotiations on their membership - detailed talks expected to

go on for over a year and longer as the newcomer governments adjust their

economies and revise social rules in order to conform.

Today's Europe of 15 states will expand eastwards to the borders of Romania,

Yugoslavia and Russia.

But in the volatile southeast of the continent, EU magic has yet to work.

Slovenia is the only ex-Yugoslav state judged ready to join. Albania, Bosnia,

Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro and Macedonia remain outsiders.

And in a dilemma which Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem has said may

foreshadow an avoidable "clash of civilisations", the EU is holding Turkey at

arms length, worrying its U.S. allies by what U.S. special envoy Richard

Holbrooke recently called its "insulting" treatment of a faithful NATO ally.

Holbrooke is trying to broker a political settlement in Cyprus, the divided

island where the prospect of European Union membership talks without the

participation of Turkish Cypriots has stirred up a hornets' nest, to the

irritation of allies.

The wrenching changes needed to re-tool the east's coal-fired economies for the

21st century single European market will inevitably cause some economic

fatalities.

Some EU members, Sweden and the Netherlands for example, are concerned that

without lifting a hand, the powerful EU may have already prejudiced the futures

of five countries - Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania - which

must wait for enlargement's "second wave"

While perhaps justified by the wide gap these states must close before they are

ready to join, the very act of "differentiation" risks creating the two-tier,

rich-poor division that all say they are determined to avoid.

NATO has the same problem.

The U.S-led alliance can claim credit for the era of peace and security that has

permitted Europe to concentrate on economic growth over much of the past 50

years - a contribution often forgotten in today's market-worshipping world.

It is also enlarging eastwards, with Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic set

to join in the next two years and the "door still open" to Romania, Bulgaria and

others in years to come.

But where to stop? Allowing the door to swing shut after the more developed

countries are in "would create a new dividing line, a new Iron curtain, a new

gray zone, a new strategic limbo, only further to the East", Talbott said.

"It would foment among nations that were excluded mutual suspicion, military

competitiveness, insecurity, instability, perhaps even disintegration and

violence."

(C) Reuters Limited 1998.
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26Mar98 ROMANIA: SECOND-TIER EXPANSION STATES ASK EU TO LOOK AGAIN.

By Ron Popeski

BUCHAREST, March 26 (Reuters) - Ex-communist countries relegated to the "second

tier" of European Union expansion plan to ask EU officials to look again and

reconsider their prospects at talks next week.

At least three of the five countries left off the "fast track" rung of expansion

last year by the European Commission - Bulgaria, Latvia and Lithuania - point to

progress they have since achieved in meeting EU criteria.

Romania, its reforms mired in interminable squabbling, says it is happy with its

current pace of integration. The leadership of Slovakia, the only state rejected

on political grounds, accuses its critics of victimising the country.

All 11 applicants meet in Brussels next Monday with the six "preferred"

candidates selected last year - the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and

Slovenia - staying on the next day for the start of official accession talks.

The division into advanced and laggard camps disappointed Latvia and Lithuania,

which maintained that their record was no worse than successful fellow Baltic

applicant Estonia. Both are pressing for the EU to include them too.

"We want to be included in the first, not in the next group," Vytautas

Landsbergis, who spearheaded Lithuania's drive for independence from the Soviet

Union in 1990, told Reuters this week at a Bucharest meeting of

parliamentarians.

"Lithuania and Latvia should not be left in limbo. It's important for all the

Balts to achieve EU membership."

Both countries say the European Commission used old data and point to buoyant

economic growth - 7.6 percent for Latvia in the third quarter of 1997 and two

percent for Lithuania. Both had single-digit year-on-year inflation last

month.

Bulgaria touts itself as a success story after pulling back from the brink of

chaos last year, when hyperinflation and street demonstrations led to early

elections.

A new centrist government drafted tough reforms which quickly bore fruit, paring

monthly inflation from 243 percent in February 1997 to 1.7 percent a year later.

The lev currency stabilised under the influence of a currency board, though

structural reforms have yet to be tackled.

"Next week, we will ask the European Commission in Brussels to set clear

criteria for Bulgaria to fulfil for annual reviews," Foreign Minister Nadejda

Mihailova told reporters.

"We will also ask the EU to monitor reform progress in Bulgaria more

frequently."

In Romania, where the government whipped up public sentiment last year over its

ultimately unsuccessful bid for early NATO entry, the EU debate has been dwarfed

by months of crisis and government inaction.

With zero growth predicted this year and inflation targets at 45 percent,

Romania still has to tackle the basic issues of reform - privatisation and

restructuring of industry.

President Emil Constantinescu said ahead of the talks that he was happy with the

way in which enlargement was proceeding. But he all but told politicians to get

back to work.

"We face three big challenges - to achieve good economic performance, to align

our social standards to those of the EU and to bring legislation in line with EU

norms," he said.

Although a large majority of Slovaks say they want to join the EU, the country

has been singled as a pariah by the EU, the United States and human rights

groups.

All are critical of Slovakia's commitment to the rule of law and democratic

reforms, notably Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar's cancellation of two NATO

referendums, confusion over selection of the president and treatment of half a

million ethnic Hungarians.

Meciar was unmoved in defending his way of governing, saying he had done nothing

illegal or anti-democratic.

"Those people who need demons are only those who are weak and uneducated," he

told a rare news conference on Wednesday.
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24Mar98 ROMANIA: E.EUROPEANS SAY EU ACCESSION FOR SIX GOOD FOR ALL.

By Roxana Dascalu

BUCHAREST, March 24 (Reuters) - Senior politicians from Eastern Europe said on

Tuesday they hoped quick European Union membership for the more advanced states

among them would eventually help all the others to join.

Heads of parliament from 10 ex-communist states met in Bucharest for two days to

discuss their hopes and fears as six applicants put on the fast start to

membership begin accession talks with the EU next week in Brussels.

"Hungary plans to do everything it can to join the EU by the year 2002," Maria

Korodi, vice-president of the Hungarian parliament, told a news conference.

"Those who can meet EU membership criteria should be able to join more quickly.

But those who are weaker should be helped in order to also become able to

join."

The EU will start membership talks with Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic,

Slovenia and Estonia - deemed to have best met the criteria. Cyprus has also

been included in the list.

The others - Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovakia - have been told

their less developed situation will mean a longer membership process.

But those in the second echelon agreed that fast membership for some was a good

thing for all.

"Speeding up EU enlargement might considerably shorten the time frame for

applicants' full membership, now estimated at between six and 10 years," said

Petre Roman, former Romanian prime minister and now head of the upper house of

parliament.

He hoped Romania's accession would come "as soon as possible". Romania and

Slovenia were passed over for early membership of NATO when the alliance decided

on its first eastward expansion at last year's summit in Madrid but were both

singled out as possible future candidates.

Vytautas Landsbergis, who spearheaded Lithuania's drive for independence from

the Soviet Union in 1990, said his country and Latvia deserved to be included

alongside fellow Baltic state Estonia in the faster group.

"If we are left behind, that will be bad for us," Landsbergis, now chairman of

Lithuania's parliament, told Reuters. "That might encourage Euro-scepticism. It

might look like Lithuania and Latvia were left in limbo."

The head of Estonia's parliament said all applicants were on their own but were

not in competition with each other.

"This is an individual marathon race," said Toomas Savi. "Estonia will join the

European Union as soon as we are ready."

(C) Reuters Limited 1998.
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20Mar98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA, NATO SIGN COOPERATION MEMO.

SOFIA, March 19 (Xinhua) - Bulgaria and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

(NATO) signed a memorandum on cooperation in logistics support here Thursday.

Bulgarian Deputy Defense Minister Roumen Kunchev and Robert Zweerts, general

manager of the NATO Maintenance and Supply Agency (NAMSA), signed the document

which will enable closer cooperation and provide the official groundwork for

further talks on logistics with NATO.

The signing was Bulgaria's first step towards its integration into the Western

European military bloc and it would serve as a basis for drawing up and

implementing concrete projects, said Kunchev after the ceremony.

It was particularly important for the Bulgarian army to achieve

inter-operability with NATO armed forces in logistics, he added.

Bulgaria had voiced strong interest, motivation and the certainty that the

cooperation outlined in the memo would be useful both for Bulgaria and for NATO,

Zweerts said.

During talks held earlier on Thursday, NAMSA officials and representatives of

the Bulgarian government agreed that cooperation of the Bulgarian army with

those of NATO member states would begin with codifying military standards.

Robert Zweerts arrived here Wednesday heading a NAMSA delegation on a five-day

visit.

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency.
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19Mar98 ROMANIA: BALKAN STATES AGREE TO ESTABLISH A MULTINATIONAL FORCE.

BUCHAREST, March 19 (Xinhua) - Military delegates from five Balkan states have

agreed to establish a multinational peace force in an attempt to strengthen

peace and stability in the region, a news release said on Thursday.

The release, published by the General Staff of the Romanian Army, said a meeting

was convened in Ankara, Turkey, on March 16-18, for the purpose of creating a

multinational peace force in the Balkans.

Participating in the meeting were military delegations from Albania, Bulgaria,

Macedonia, Romania and Turkey, as well as observers from Slovenia and the United

States.

The delegates showed their readiness and willingness to establish the force in a

bid to strengthen peace and stability in southeast Europe.

The delegates agreed that the force, opened to the participation of all armies

of the countries in the region, will be used not only in the Balkans, but also

in other operations for preventing conflicts and keeping peace under the command

of NATO or EUO, and the aegis of UNO or OSCE.

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency.

 

 

 

19Mar98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA WILL TAKE PART IN GREEK SFOR CONTINGENT.

Bulgaria's Defence Minister Georgi Ananiev currently visiting Greece is expected

to sign an accord for the participation of Bulgarian soldiers in the Greek

contingent with NATO-led Stabilisation Forces (SFOR) in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The

two countries will also sign an agreement on cooperation in military technology.

Ananiev and his Greek counterpart Apostolos Tsohatzopoulos are expected to

discuss the establishment of a multinational rapid reaction force to tackle

crisis situations in the region. Ananiev is also expected to meet president

Kostis Stephanopoulos.

Source: Kontinent Newspaper

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.
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19Mar98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA, RUSSIA TO SEEK ELUSIVE GAS DEAL.

By Liliana Semerjieva

SOFIA, March 19 (Reuters) - A top-level Bulgarian delegation left for Moscow on

Thursday in search of an elusive gas deal which has been the centre of political

and economic wrangling between the two former communist allies.

The deal is to settle Russian gas deliveries to Bulgaria which is fully

dependent on Moscow supplies and consumes about six billion cubic metres (bcm)

of gas a year.

It is also due to cover conditions for transporting Russian gas to the

increasingly lucrative Balkan market. About eight bcm of Russian gas went

through Bulgaria to Greece, Macedonia and Turkey last year.

Both sides have obvious economic interests in the deal.

But it has been held up by attempts by the Bulgarian government to freeze

powerful private conglomerate Multigroup out of the Topenergy gas supply joint

venture and restore the state firm Bulgargas's 50 percent holding in the

Topenergy.

The other half of the company is owned by Russia's RAO Gazprom monopoly which

insists on participation of Topenergy in future deals. Multigroup refuses to

bail out.

The Bulgarian government says the strategic interests at stake are too important

to be left to private firms.

Gazprom accuses the Sofia government of politicking and has launched a major

pipeline project linking Russia and Turkey via a pipeline running under the

Black Sea and bypassing Bulgaria.

Yuri Komarov, general director of Gazprom's export arm Gazexport, told Russia's

Nezavisimaya Gazeta daily newspaper on Tuesday the behaviour of Sofia was

"irrational" and added that he saw political interests of the opponents of

Gazprom and of Russia as a regional power, behind the row.

But he said a solution was possible.

An interim agreement expires in March which makes Friday talks all the more

important.

The dispute has stoked political passions in Bulgaria.

Some commentators say Russia is trying to restore through the deal its former

imperial dominance over Bulgaria or punish it - by stalling gas supplies - for

Sofia's declared intention to become a member of NATO.

Deputy Prime Minister Evgeni Bakardzhiev who heads the Bulgarian delegation told

reporters before departing to Moscow he hoped the talks would bring a

breakthrough.

"I think the clear position of the Bulgarian government would be accepted to a

great extent by the Russian side," he said, stressing Bulgaria's importance as a

transport hub.

"We should find something which is acceptable for both sides and this will be my

task."

But he reiterated his government's opposition to private companies'

participation in the deal and Sofia's desire to have it signed between Gazprom

and Bulgargas directly.

"The groupings which lack authority and support in Bulgaria should not interfere

in relations between the states and the two gas companies," Bakardzhiev told

state radio.

There was no immediate comment from Gazprom.

Bakardzhiev is due to meet Gazprom chairman Rem Vyakhirev and also discuss

bilateral economic cooperation with Russia's Foreign Trade Minister Mikhail

Fradkov.

(C) Reuters Limited 1998.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

 

 

18Mar98 BULGARIA: FOREIGN MINISTER OPPOSES TOTAL ECONOMIC EMBARGO ON SERBIA.

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 0949 gmt 17 Mar 98

Text of report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA

Bonn, 17th March: Bulgaria is against "a total economic embargo against Serbia"

in connection with the crisis in Kosovo, Bulgarian Foreign Minister Nadezhda

Mikhaylova says in an interview for the German `Der Tagesspiegel' on Tuesday

[17th March]. Mikhaylova, who arrived in Germany Sunday for consultations with

her German counterpart Klaus Kinkel, said such an embargo "would return the

region 10 years back".

"A total economic embargo against Serbia, similar to the one during the war in

Bosnia, would return the region 10 years back and would be the end of our hopes

for integration in the EU and NATO," the Bulgarian foreign minister says.

Mikhaylova believes that the present sanctions could be extended instead - the

embargo on the sale of weapons and goods that could be used for terrorist

purposes and refusal of visas to political figures.

According to Mikhaylova, a total embargo against Serbia would be " destructive".

In her interview, Mikhaylova recalls that Bulgaria lost billions of dollars in

the four years of the war in Bosnia.

The Bulgarian foreign minister stresses that a total embargo would lead to the

re-emergence of a mafia and would corrupt the economy. " Our democratic

institutions are still not strong enough to counter this," Mikhaylova says.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.

BBC MONITORING SERVICE
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12Mar98 BULGARIA: NEW FORMULA SOUGHT FOR BULGARIA'S PARTICIPATION IN WEU.

By Marina Brakalova

SOFIA - "Bulgaria has the support of the Western European Union (WEU) for its

integration into the European and North Atlantic structures," said Luis Maria de

Puige, the WEU Parliamentary Assembly chairman told at a press conference

yesterday. He voiced the WEU positive assessment of the political stability

achieved by Bulgaria and of the country's active role at international level and

particularly in regional cooperation.

"Your country's integration into the EU, NATO and the WEU can be facilitated

through an enhanced working status in the parliamentary activities of the WEU,"

de Puige said. De Puige committed himself to elaborating a formula for Bulgarian

MPs to participate more actively in the work of the WEU Assembly.

De Puige approved of the planned reforms in the Bulgarian armed forces and said

that they fully coincided with the Western military pattern. "The mixed army

which Bulgaria envisages to create corresponds to the European model based on

higher technical and logistical standards at the expense of a reduced number of

soldiers," he said.

In view of the efforts of the government and the Bulgarian people towards

European integration, de Puige said that this was only a question of time. "As

an indisputable evidence that we treat Bulgaria as an integral part of Europe is

the fact that the WEU defence commission will hold its next session in Sofia,"

said the WEU Assembly chairman.

Speaking about the joint declaration on Kosovo, initiated by the Bulgarian

foreign minister Nadezhda Mihailova and endorsed by five southeastern European

countries, de Puig said that it fully corresponds to the concept of the WEU

Assembly for European security.

Source: Daily Chronicle

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.

 

10Mar98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA FM - NEW TYPE OF BALKAN POLICY POSSIBLE.

SOFIA, March 9 (Xinhua) - Bulgaria and Romania are leading the way in a new era

of cooperation in the Balkans, Bulgaria Foreign Minister Nadezhda Mihailova said

Monday.

Bulgarian-Romanian ties can serve as a model for bilateral relations, Mihailova

said after talks with her Romanian counterpart Andrei Plesu who was on a one-day

visit to Bulgaria Monday.

Plesu said, "This day aroused in us a feeling of regional responsibility and

confidence in the prospects for our cooperation."

The two governments were willing to join the EU and NATO and to cooperate in

regional stabilization and integration in Europe, Plesu said.

They are expected to issue a joint statement asking to be removed from the EU's

visa blacklist at the European Conference on March 12 in London.

Before meeting with Mihailova, Plesu also held discussions with Bulgarian Prime

Minister Ivan Kostov on bilateral trade and economic cooperation, the fight

against organized crime, and environmental protection.

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency.
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09Mar98 NATO: NATO LAUNCHES SECOND TRIAL OF COMBINED TASK FORCES.

BRUSSELS, March 9 (Xinhua) - The North Atlantic Treaty Organization Monday

started a two-week exercise to try out its Combined Joint Task Forces (CJTF).

The sea-based trial, codenamed Strong Resolve '98, took place in Norway,

Portugal and Spain including surrounding sea and airspace.

The exercise, according to NATO sources, is a joint and multinational

live-exercise, involving more than 50,000 service men and women from 15 of the

NATO member states and 10 Partnership for Peace (PfP) countries.

Two simultaneous crises are to be tackled in two separate geographical regions

to test the crisis-management capability of the Western military alliance.

The exercise on Crisis South, to be conducted in the southeastern Atlantic,

western Mediterranean and Iberian Peninsula, is to simulate a peace support

operation beyond NATO's area of responsibility while the exercise on Crisis

North, to be conducted in the northwest of Europe, is to simulate a NATO

territorial defense operation.

NATO conducted a concentrated trial on CJTF late last year. Codenamed Allied

Action '97, the land-based, computer-generated exercise simulated a peace

support mission to a make-out peninsula on the southeastern tip of Africa.

CJTF is a multinational, multi-service task force formed by NATO in order to

tackle crises that are beyond the self-defense responsibility of Article V of

the NATO charter.

Taking part in the Strong Resolve '98 exercise are the United States, Canada,

Britain, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,

Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Turkey. Iceland did not take part in the

exercise.

The participating Partnership for Peace countries included Sweden, Bulgaria, the

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Lithuania, Slovenia and

Macedonia.

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency.
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09Mar98 BULGARIA: NATO WILL KEEP CLOSE RELATIONS WITH BULGARIAN MILITARY.

By Marina Brakalova

SOFIA - NATO Allied Forces South East Europe Commander Admiral Joseph Lopes paid

a two-day visit to Bulgaria as part of a tour around southeastern Europe and

African countries. Speaking at a press conference on Thursday after meeting

Bulgaria's defence minister Georgi Ananiev and members of the general staff of

Bulgaria's armed forces, Lopes said NATO would seek a peaceful solution to the

conflict in Kosovo. The alliance could consider military intervention only in

case there is a political decision similar to the one that was taken in relation

to Bosnia.

"The conflict in Kosovo must be solved peacefully, probably a form of autonomy

for the region should be designed but without reshaping borders," Ananiev said.

He said a dialogue and assistance from third countries during the negotiations

would be of key importance for solving the crisis. The reform of the Bulgarian

armed forces and NATO's assistance in implementing the restructuring necessary

for Bulgaria's accession to the alliance were the main topics discussed by Lopes

and Ananiev during their meeting.

The Bulgarian defence minister said Lopes pledged support for Bulgaria's bid for

NATO membership, as well as for the planned reform in the armed forces.

Lopes thanked the Bulgarian military for their participation in the alliance-led

Stabilisation Force (SFOR) adding that NATO would maintain its close relations

with the Bulgarian armed forces. He said the Bulgarian army had made consistent

improvements since his first visit to Bulgaria in 1992 and was advancing

steadily towards meeting NATO military standards. Bulgarian's application for

NATO membership was submitted by the interim government of prime minister Stefan

Sofiyanski on February 17, 1997. All political parties support Bulgaria's bid

with the exception of the large opposition Bulgarian Socialist Party which

insists on a referendum on NATO membership.

Source: Daily Chronicle

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.
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05Mar98 BULGARIA: INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES, MILITARY DATA

ON BULGARIA.

NON-NATO EUROPE

BULGARIA

1995 1996 1997 1998

GDP L871bn L1,981bn

($13.0bn) ($10.4bn)

per capita $4,600 $4,300

Growth 2.6% -10%

Inflation 62% 123%

Debt $10.9bn $10.2bn

Def exp L28.0bn L65.0bn

($417m) ($342m)

Def bdgt L570bn

($324m)

FMA (US) $0.4m $5.0m $0.8m $0.9m

$1 = leva 67 190 1,758

Population 8,339,000

(Turk 9%, Macedonian 3%, Romany 3%)

Age 13-17 18-22 23-32

Men 300,000 313,000 581,000

Women 285,000 297,000 559,000

Total Armed Forces

ACTIVE e101,500

(incl e49,300 conscripts, about 22,300 centrally controlled, 3,400 MoD staff,

but excl some 10,000 construction tps)

Terms of service: 18 months

RESERVES 303,000

Army 250,500 Navy (to age 55, officers 60 or 65) 7,500 Air Force (to age 60)

45,000

Army 50,400

(e33,300 conscripts)

3 Mil Districts/Army HQ

1 with 1 tk bde

1 with 1 MRD, 1 Regional Training Centre (RTC), 1 tk, 1 mech bde

1 with 2 MRD, 2 RTC, 2 tk bde

Army tps: 4 Scud, 1 SS-23, 1 SAM bde, 3 arty, 3 ATK, 3 AD arty, 1 SAM regt

1 AB bde

EQUIPMENT

MBT e1,475: e1,042 T-55, 433 T-72

ASLT GUN 68 SU-100

RECCE 58 BRDM-1/-2

AIFV 100 BMP-1, 114 BMP-23, BMP-30

APC 1,894: 781 BTR-60, 1,113 MT-LB (plus 1,270 'look-alikes')

TOTAL ARTY 1,750 (CFE total as at 1 Jan 97)

TOWED 100mm: M-1944 (BS-3); 122mm: M-30, M-1931/37 (A-19); 130mm: M-46; 152mm:

M-1937 (ML-20), D-20

SP 122mm: 2S1

MRL 122mm: BM-21

MOR 444: 120mm: M-38, 2B11, B-24, Tundzha SP

SSM launchers: 28 FROG-7, 36 Scud, 8 SS-23

ATGW 200 AT-3 Sagger

ATK GUNS 85mm: 150 D-44; 100mm: 200 T-12

AD GUNS 400: 23mm: ZU-23, ZSU-23-4 SP; 57mm: S-60; 85mm: KS-12; 100mm: KS-19

SAM 20 SA-3, 27 SA-4, 20 SA-6

SURV GS-13 (veh), Long Trough ((SNAR-1) arty), Pork Trough ((SNAR-2/-6) arty),

Small Fred/Small Yawn (veh, arty), Big Fred ((SNAR-10) veh, arty)

Navy e6,100

(e2,000 conscripts)

BASES Coastal Varna (HQ), Atya Danube Vidin (HQ), Balchik, Sozopol. Zones of

operational control at Varna and Burgas

SUBMARINES 2

2 Pobeda (Sov Romeo)-class with 533mm TT@@

FRIGATES 1

1 Smeli (Sov Koni) with 1 x 2 SA-N-4 SAM, 2 x 12 ASW RL; plus 2 x 2 76mm guns

PATROL AND COASTAL COMBATANTS 23

CORVETTES 7

4 Poti ASW with 2 ASW RL, 4 ASTT

1 Tarantul II ASUW with 2 x 2 SS-N-2C Styx, 2 x 4 SA-N-5 Grail SAM; plus 1 76mm

gun

2 Pauk I with 1 SA-N-5 SAM, 2 x 5 ASW RL; plus 4 406mm TT

MISSILE CRAFT 6 Osa I/II PFM with 4 SS-N-2A/B Styx SSM

PATROL, INSHORE about 10 Zhuk PFI

MINE WARFARE 29

MINELAYERS 10 Vydra

MINE COUNTERMEASURES 19

4 Sonya MSC, 15 MSI (4 Vanya, 4 Yevgenya, 5 Olya, 2 PO-2)

AMPHIBIOUS 2

2 Sov Polnocny LSM, capacity 150 tps, 6 tk

Plus 7 LCU and 16 in reserve

SUPPORT AND MISCELLANEOUS 7

2 AOT, 2 AGHS, 1 AGI, 1 trg, 1 AT

NAVAL AVIATION

9 armed hel

HEL 1 ASW sqn with 6 Mi-14, 3 Ka-25

COASTAL ARTY 2 regt, 20 bty

GUNS 100mm: e150; 130mm: 4 SM-4-1

SSM SS-C-1B Sepal, SSC-3 Styx

NAVAL GUARD

3 coy

Air Force 19,300

(14,000 conscripts); 217 cbt ac, 44 attack hel, 1 Tactical Aviation corps, 1 AD

corps Flying hours 30-40

FGA 3 regt

1 with 39 Su-25

2 with 41 MiG-21, 1 regt with 32 MiG-23

FTR 4 regt with some 40 MiG-23, 23 MiG-21, 21 MiG-29

RECCE 1 regt with 21 Su-22

TPT 1 regt with 2 Tu-134, 3 An-24, 4 An-26, 5 L-410, 3 Yak-40 (VIP)

SURVEY 1 An-30

HEL 2 regt with 14 Mi-2, 7 Mi-8, 25 Mi-17, 44 Mi-24 (attack)

TRG 3 trg regt with 6 Yak-18, 73 L-29, 35 L-39

MISSILES

ASM AS-7 Kerry

AAM AA-2 Atoll, AA-7 Apex, AA-8 Aphid

SAM SA-2/-3/-5/-10 (20 sites, some 110 launchers)

Forces Abroad

UN AND PEACEKEEPING

ANGOLA (UNOMA): 10 Obs plus 16 civ pol. BOSNIA (UNMBIH): 16 civ pol. TAJIKISTAN

(UNMOT): 2 Obs.

Paramilitary 34,000

BORDER GUARDS (Ministry of Interior) 12,000

12 regt; some 50 craft incl about 12 Sov PO2 PCI@

SECURITY POLICE 4,000

RAILWAY AND CONSTRUCTION TROOPS 18,000.

To retrieve an explanation of country and military abbreviations, please search

for "Index of Country Abbreviations" or "Index of Military Abbreviations".

For more information about The International Institute for Strategic Studies

(IISS) - organisation, membership, publications, press releases and forthcoming

events - see the IISS web site on http://www.isn.ethz.ch/iiss

Copyright 1998 The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). The

information contained in this report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten

or otherwise redistributed without the prior written authority of the IISS at 23

Tavistock Street, London WC2E 7NQ. Tel: (44) 171 379 7676, Fax: (44) 171 836

3108. Email: ISS@iiss.org.uk.
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04Mar98 BULGARIA: STROYEV HOPEFUL OF "WARMING UP" OF RUSSIA-BULGARIA

RELATIONS.

By Lyudmila Yermakova.

The warming up of relations between Russia and Bulgaria is a matter of not so

distant future, according to Federation Council speaker Yegor Stroyev.

Stroyev has had a series of meetings and talks with President Pyotr Stoyanov,

parliament speaker Jordan Sokolov and Prime Minister Ivan Kostov.

He will report the results of his talks to President Boris Yeltsin and Prime

Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin.

Stroyev said the "chill" in relations between the two countries is a "childhood

disease".

"There are no deep disagreements between the Bulgarian and Russian people. We

have preserved respect, love and trust," he added.

He believes that the postponement of a meeting between the presidents of Russia

and Bulgaria which was due to take place in Moscow is a temporary measure.

On trade and economic relations, Stroyev said that the two countries have

already found "the points of contact" - the governors of eight regions, who are

accompanying Stroyev on his trip, "are ready to sign direct agreements with

eight Bulgarian provinces" and start setting up joint ventures and investing in

the Bulgarian economy.

Stroyev called on Sofia to expand cooperation with Moscow at the international

level. By supporting the Bulgarian government's efforts to build a democratic,

law-governed and independent state, "we would like to maintain the friendship

that exists at the genetic level" and should manifest itself "not only in

declarations at the negotiating table" but also "in concrete deeds at

international fora where we solve our common problems," he said.

On Sofia's desire to join NATO, Stroyev said that "we do not reproach Bulgaria,

but we openly express our negative attitude towards NATO expansion."

In the afternoon, the delegation, which was in Sofia to attend celebrations

marking the 120th anniversary of the liberation of Bulgaria from the Osman yoke,

left for Moscow.

zak/.

(c) ITAR-TASS 1998.

ITAR-TASS WORLD SERVICE 04/03/98

 

 

25Feb98 BULGARIA: CORRIDOR NO 8 STARTS MARCH.

Italy backs up Bulgaria's NATO, EU entry

by a PARI daily's team

THE FIRST protocol for the construction of transport corridor No 8 will be

signed in March and will be promptly followed by work on the project's

realisation, it emerged after president Petar Stoyanov's meeting with Italian

premier Romano Prodi. Flow of people, investments and ideas from the East to the

West is impossible without building of a trans-border infrastructure, they

agreed.

Italy backs up Bulgaria's candidature for EU and NATO membership, Romano Prodi

underscored. NATO's south-eastern flank will not be complete without Bulgaria,

he said. Talks with Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia, Lithuania and Latvia for EU

entry should be parallel to the talks with the other six countries, Rome

officials think.

Premier Prodi recommended the formation of a CEFTA-like Balkan regional union.

The Bulgarian legislation should give preference to small and medium-size

businesses willing to come to this country, Mr Prodi told parliamentary

chairperson Yordan Sokolov. Another issue discussed was the visa regime which

still hampers business partnership between the two countries. Italy shows

interest in the privatisation of small and medium-size enterprises and in the

establishment of joint ventures.

Italian Marconi company will be producing military communication equipment

jointly with the Bulgarian Elta, Marconi's representative Remo Pertica announced

at yesterday's meeting between Italian and Bulgarian businesspeople in the

Boyana residence. Negotiations with Marconi and Alenia on equipment supplies for

the Bulgarian Telecommunications Company /BTC/ are currently held, the chair of

the Post and Telecommunication Committee Antony Slavinsky specified. Italian

interest has been indicated in some entities of the light industry sector,

energy production, and trade. Possible Bulgarian participation in the

Bourgass-Vlyora petroleum pipeline has been touched as well, the chair of the

Committee of Energy /CE/ Ivan Shilyashki told reporters. CE made a presentation

on the project for Bulgaria's joining the European energy system. The joint

venture BulNupi, producing heat and water pipes and the related equipment, has

been operating in Bulgaria for 5 years. The company won the first three World

Bank tenders for the so called water loan. Our raw supplier is Solvay and the

technologies we are currently using are much more advanced than good old PVC,

says Luigi Genoni, president of Nupi SpA.

Premier Romano Prodi is accompanied by 58 Italian businesspeople, representing

Mediotrade, Italstrade, Bonifica, Enel, Todini Costruzioni, AlItalia, and other

companies. Deputy premier Alexander Bozhkov, minister of trade and tourism

Valentin Vassilev and the chair of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and

Industry Bozhidar Bozhinov briefed the guests on Bulgaria's liberal legislation

in the field of foreign investments, the lev stability after the currency board

implementation and the high qualification of the local labour force.

REFERENCE:

The Bulgarian-Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry was established in May,

1997. So far 56 Italian representative offices and 366 ventures have been

registered. Italy ranks fourth by the number of businesses registered in

Bulgaria, following Turkey, Greece and Germany. Eleven joint Italian-Bulgarian

businesses are registered in Italy. The 1997 trade turnover between the two

countries amounts to USD 915.8 million.

(c) 1998, Pari Daily. Published by RUBICON PUBLISHING & TRADING COMPLEX. All

rights reserved. Not Available for Re-dissemination.
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25Feb98 BULGARIA: ITALY SUPPORTS BULGARIA'S BID FOR EU AND NATO.

Italian prime minister Romano Prodi said Rome would support Bulgaria's efforts

to join the European Union and NATO during his one-day official visit to

Bulgaria yesterday. Prodi saw the future completion of transport corridor 8

which would link the Italian port of Brindisi with the Bulgarian Black Sea coast

through Albania and Macedonia, as a strategic project in which Bulgaria plays a

key role. Prodi said Italy was interested in possible trilateral contracts for

natural gas supply between Bulgaria's Bulgargas, Russia's Gazprom and Italy's

ENI. The Italian businessmen accompanying Prodi showed interest in

telecommunications, the defence industry and water power plants. Italy is

Bulgaria's third trading partner after Russia and Germany with $800 million

turnover last year. Italian investment in Bulgaria amounts to around $9 million.

Bulgarian prime minister Ivan Kostov said that Bulgaria would welcome investment

mostly in the light industries, machine-building and the privatisation of small

enterprises.

Source: Standart Newspaper

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.
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25Feb98 BULGARIA: BSP DISCUSSES NATIONAL SECURITY CONCEPT.

By Borislav Bossakov

SOFIA - The Executive Bureau of the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) yesterday

discussed a national security concept proposed by prime minister Ivan Kostov.

"At present, Bulgaria needs a doctrine on national security and not simply a

concept. The document which Kostov proposed is too abstract and academic," BSP

leader Georgi Parvanov said after the discussion. The concept is to be

considered by the National Security Consultative Council to the president

today.

Parvanov told a news conference that the document does not tackle specific

circumstances concerning Bulgaria and that if it were not for the word Bulgaria

written on the top of the document, it could well refer to any Balkan or East

European country. According to Parvanov, the only clear statement in the concept

is the professed resolve for NATO membership. Parvanov voiced concerns over

plans for setting up a national security council within the structure of the

government which, he said, would curtail the powers of the president.

"There have emerged opportunities for restructuring the political spectrum in

Bulgaria which will allow the BSP to strengthen its influence," Georgi Parvanov

said. He stressed that the BSP would seek to win over new partners. "After the

forthcoming congress at which the BSP will make an offer to the left political

forces, Bulgaria's leftist alternative will acquire a more definite shape,"

Parvanov said.

Source: Daily Chronicle

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.
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24Feb98 BULGARIA: BULGARIA TO REDUCE ARMED FORCES BY ONE THIRD BEFORE 2000.

SOFIA, February 23 (Xinhua) - Bulgaria is to cut down the number of its troops

from the present 104,000 to 75,000 by the year 2000, a major step in the

military reform, national newspapers reported here Monday.

Mikho Mikhov, chief of General Staff of the Bulgarian armed forces, was quoted

as telling reporters Sunday that the force reduction will be a "natural process"

in which a soldier's term of service will be shortened from one and a half years

to one year, and the number of military college recruits will be gradually

reduced.

During the reform, army officers will determine themselves whether they will

remain in the army or retire, Mikhov added.

Reports said that the ongoing military reform is aimed at reducing the quantity

and improving the quality of the armed forces.

The reform comprises three stages, the first of which was already completed in

1997 with the withdrawal of troops stationed in six defended zones.

The major tasks in the second stage from 1998 to 2000 are troop reduction,

military restructuring and the establishment of a rapid reaction force.

In the third stage from 2001 to 2010, Bulgaria will set up professional armed

forces and achieve military modernization to a level close or parallel to the

standards of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Last July at NATO's special summit in Madrid, Poland, Hungary and the Czech

Republic were invited to join NATO in the first wave. The three countries will

become NATO members in 1999.

Bulgaria ranks fourth among the Balkan countries with regard to the number of

armed forces. With 640,000 troops, Turkey ranks first, followed by Romania and

Greece.

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency.
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13Feb98 USA: THE WHITE HOUSE - REMARKS BY PRESIDENT AT CEREMONY IN THE US

SENATE.

RDATE:110298 1:05 P.M. EST

* The State Department

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President, Madam Secretary, Senator

Roth, Senator Biden, Senator Lieberman, Senator Mikulski, Senator DeWine,

Congressman Solomon, Congressman Gejdenson, Deputy Secretary of Defense Hamre,

NSA Adviser Berger, and the other distinguished military and diplomatic and

citizen guests who are here. I especially thank the retired members of the Joint

Chiefs who have endorsed NATO expansion. And thank you, Secretary Haig and Mr.

Brzezinski and Mr. Sweeney for being here. To all the diplomatic corps and

especially to Minister Kovacs, Minister Geremek, and Minister Sedivy, we are

pleased that all of you are here today.

This building has seen many negotiations and the signing of many pacts to end

bloodshed. Now we come together not to sign another agreement to end a war, but

instead to begin a new era of security and stability for America and for Europe.

In just a moment I will transmit to the Senate for its advice and consent the

documents that will add Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic to NATO. Their

addition to the alliance is not only a pivotal event in the quest for freedom

and security by their own people; it is also a major stride forward for America,

for the alliance, and for the stability and unity of all Europe - a big part of

our dream that we can in the 21st century create for the first time in all

history a Europe that is free, at peace, and undivided.

As the Senate takes up consideration of these agreements, the question the

members of the Senate must answer is, how does adding these states to NATO

advance America's national security. I believe there are three compelling

reasons. First, the alliance will make NATO stronger. The Cold War has passed,

but dangers remain. Conflicts like the one in Bosnia, weapons of mass

destruction, threats we cannot even predict today, require a NATO that is

strong. A NATO that embraces Europe's new democracies will be more capable of

carrying out the core mission of defending the territory of its members, as well

as addressing new kinds of conflicts that threaten our common peace.

These three states will add some 200,000 troops to the alliance. A larger NATO

will be a better deterrent against aggressors of the future. It will deepen the

ranks of those who stand with us should deterrents fail. I am pleased that just

last week 60 of America's top retired military leaders, including five former

Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, underscored that message when they said

these three states will make NATO stronger. They are right and we have already

seen the proof.

As we speak, Czech, Hungarian, and Polish troops are participating in NATO's

peacekeeping effort in Bosnia. They served beside us in the Gulf War, where they

made a significant contribution to our success. And they recognize the threat to

the world posed today by Saddam Hussein and by his efforts to develop weapons of

mass destruction. I am pleased that all three countries have announced that they

are prepared to serve and support with us as appropriate should military action

prove necessary.

We all hope we can avoid the use of force. But let's face it, in the end that is

up to Saddam Hussein. He must let the weapons inspectors back with full and free

access to all suspect sites. If he will not act, we must be prepared to do so.

The second reason NATO must grow is that it will make Europe more stable. NATO

can do for Europe's east what it did for Europe's west after the Second World

War: provide a secure climate in which democracy and prosperity can grow.

Enlarging NATO will encourage prospective members to resolve their difference

peacefully. We already see evidence of that. Already, the prospect of NATO

membership has helped to convince countries in central Europe to improve ties

with their neighbors, to settle border and ethnic disputes, any one of which

could have led to a conflict. Enlargement, therefore, will make all of Europe

more stable.

Finally, NATO's growth will erase the artificial line in Europe drawn by Joseph

Stalin. Behind me is a picture of the wall that for so long represented the

false and forced division of the European continent. It has been nearly 10 years

since that wall was torn down by brave people on both sides. Countries once

confined by it now are truly free, with strong democracies, vibrant market

economies, a proven track record of standing up for peace and security beyond

their own borders. NATO cannot maintain the old Iron Curtain as its permanent

eastern frontier. It must and can bring Europe together in security, not keep it

apart in instability.

In the 20th Century, we have learned the hard way here in America just how vital

Europe's security is to our own. Enlarging NATO will make us safer.

Our goal is and remains the creation of an undivided democratic and peaceful

Europe for the first time in history. Bringing the three nations into the

alliance will advance it; so will NATO's new Founding Act with Russia and the

broad new relationship we are building with Moscow, helping us to move forward

on arms control, building the peace in Bosnia, achieving progress on a wide

range of issues; so will the Partnership for Peace, the Euro-Atlantic

Partnership Council, the Charter with Ukraine and the Charter of Partnership I

signed just last month with the presidents of the three Baltic states, and our

Southeast Europe Action Plan, which I announced yesterday with President

Stoyanav of Bulgaria.

Our effort to build a new Europe also depends upon keeping NATO's door open to

other qualified European democracies. History teaches us that the realm of

freedom in Europe has no fixed boundaries. The United States is determined that

the visions of the past not circumscribe the boundaries of the future.

As the Senate begins its deliberations, I want to salute the indispensable role

that leading members of both parties and both houses of Congress have already

played in bringing us to this day. The two Senators from Delaware have already

been acknowledged; and, Mr. Vice President, I'm prepared to vote to move NATO

headquarters to Wilmington. I thank the senators and the members of the House

who are here today. And there are others, who know who they are - and we know

who they are - who have played a very constructive role in this process.

I was especially pleased that a bipartisan group of members joined me last

summer at the NATO Summit in Madrid. The wide-ranging debate on this issue

within Congress and across our nation is indeed a model of the kind of

thoughtful, nonpartisan discussion we must have, and I commend Congress for

helping to lead it.

Now the decision rests in the hands of the Senate, and I believe it's in good

hands.

This room is named for Benjamin Franklin, one of America's first envoys to

Europe after independence. I'm reminded of the comment he made at the close of

our Constitutional Convention. He noted that on the chair of the convention's

president, George Washington, was a painted figure of the sun, a symbol he

thought of our new republic. Mr. Franklin said, I have the happiness to know it

is a rising and not a setting sun. In the wake of the Cold War, some wondered

whether our alliance faced a rising or a setting sun, whether it had just a

brilliant past, or perhaps an even brighter future. With the step we take today,

and the decision I am confident the Senate will take in the near future, I know

that our historic partnership of nations is a rising sun, and that its

ascendance will bring a more stable, more democratic, more peaceful, more

unified future for all of us who live on both sides of the Atlantic.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

*M2 COMMUNICATIONS DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY FOR INFORMATION PROVIDED WITHIN M2

PRESSWIRE. DATA SUPPLIED BY NAMED PARTY/PARTIES.*.
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12Feb98 BULGARIA: PRESIDENT SPEAKS OF "NEW ERA" IN RELATIONS WITH USA.

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 0316 gmt 11 Feb 98

Excerpts from report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA

Washington, 11th February: "The visit in itself was quite a moving fact, however

what I find most important is that after this meeting the Bulgarian public was

given a particularly encouraging sign, a sign we so much need in the process of

the serious reforms we have been carrying out," Bulgarian President Petur

Stoyanov told reporters shortly after his meeting with US President Bill

Clinton.

The president described the "US-Bulgarian Partnership for a New Era" joint

statement as particularly significant for Bulgaria. "This is a question of a new

era in the Bulgarian-US relations and I would like that to be viewed in a

completely modern, contemporary context," Petur Stoyanov said and drew the

attention to the fact that the paper identifies Bulgaria as one of the strongest

possible candidates for membership in NATO in a next wave of its enlargement.

"The new plan has an exceptional importance for Bulgaria with regard to its

regional policy and particularly its future infrastructure projects. We shall

continue to do what we believe is best for our country so that it could become

an economically strong country with developed democratic institutions where

human rights are observed. After that this country will become a genuine partner

not only for the United States but will it will also be an equal and respected

partner of all the civilized world," Stoyanov said...

Asked if he has invited Bill Clinton to visit Bulgaria, Stoyanov said that this

is to be settled through diplomatic channels.

During the meeting at the White House the Bulgarian president himself raised the

problem of intellectual piracy. After outlining the achievements in the

legislative field, Petur Stoyanov said that no country is able to cope alone

with the problems of organized crime. " In addition to the common actions for

harmonizing legislative, customs and police measures, it is particularly

important to increase the inflow of investment to and promising way of doing

away with that type of criminal activity such as intellectual piracy...

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.

BBC MONITORING SERVICE
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12Feb98 BULGARIA: PRESIDENT PLEDGES TO SUPPORT USA'S ACTION PLAN FOR

SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE.

Source: BTA news agency, Sofia, in English 0313 gmt 11 Feb 98

Bulgarian President Petur Stoyanov has committed his country to supporting a new

US Action Plan for Southeastern Europe intended to promote the peaceful

resolution of disputes, combat organized crime and consolidate reforms. Stoyanov

was speaking during talks in Washington with President Bill Clinton. The

following is an excerpt from a report by the Bulgarian news agency BTA:

Washington, 11th February: Bulgarian President Petur Stoyanov met late on

Tuesday [10th February] evening at the White House with President Clinton. After

a tete-a-tete talk in the Oval Office, the two were joined by the members of the

official Bulgarian delegation, as well as by US Vice-President Al Gore,

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, adviser on national security Samuel

Berger and other senior US officials.

President Stoyanov and President Clinton met at the White House to discuss the

strengthening of US-Bulgarian relations as well as mutual efforts to enhance

cooperation in Southeastern Europe and advance Bulgaria's integration into the

European and transatlantic communities, including NATO, says the joint statement

issued by the two heads of state.

President Clinton noted the historic changes that have taken place in Bulgaria

over the last year and the key role played by President Stoyanov. During his

tenure, Stoyanov's Bulgaria has aligned itself firmly with the family of

democratic nations, moved forward with difficult economic reforms, strengthened

its civic institutions, stepped up its fight against organized crime and

enhanced cooperation with its neighbours. The two presidents committed

themselves to building a partnership that reflects a new era in

Bulgarian-American relations.

President Clinton reaffirmed America's commitment to NATO's "Open Door" policy

and welcomed Bulgaria's aspiration to NATO membership. The two presidents agreed

that Bulgaria's engagement in the Partnership for Peace, enhanced dialogue with

NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council were key tools to making Bulgaria

the strongest possible candidate for NATO membership.

The centrepiece of the visit was the announcement of a new US Action Plan for

Southeastern Europe. The action plan will give new dynamism to US cooperation

with countries in the region in such areas as promoting peaceful resolution of

disputes, combating organized crime and consolidating democratic and economic

reforms.

President Stoyanov expressed full support for the action plan and committed

Bulgaria to doing its part. He noted with approval the detailed US-Bulgaria work

programme that will translate the Action Plan for Southeastern Europe into

concrete projects in the areas of economic and commercial concerns,

political-military affairs and law enforcement cooperation...

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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12Feb98 BULGARIA: IMF SET TO HELP AS BULGARIAN ECONOMY COMES BACK TO LIFE.

Bulgaria's Lazarus-like recovery from what a year ago seemed like impending

economic collapse has paved the way for serious talks with international

financial institutions to back a three-year recovery and restructuring

programme.

An International Monetary Fund mission is in Sofia to review implementation of

last April's $510m ( Ł305m) one-year stand-by accord and to negotiate its

replacement by a full three-year programme. Ann McGuirk, IMF mission leader,

said the programme would involve not only the fund but the World Bank, the

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the European

Union.

Muravei Radev, Bulgaria's finance minister, who is currently accompanying

President Peter Stoyanov on a working visit to the US, confirmed that the World

Bank hoped to start talks in April.

The latest moves are in stark contrast to the crisis atmosphere a year ago, when

no international financial institution was even considering medium-term funding

programmes.

Last February Bulgaria, led by the newly elected Mr Stoyanov, narrowly avoided

civil war and hyper-inflation after popular protests against the government of

former communists turned socialists triggered early parliamentary elections.

In April the anti-communist Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) coalition swept

back to power after five years in opposition. The new administration had to cope

with the legacy of a grave financial and banking crisis accompanied by a run on

the lev and the closure of over a dozen banks. An IMF-prescribed currency board

financial system was introduced to provide a fixed currency base and to prevent

the government from indulging in deficit financing or bailing out banks.

A year later the prime minister, Ivan Kostov, sees a medium-term IMF agreement

as helping Bulgaria towards its goal of opening EU membership talks. "The

ultimate goal of our efforts is to enable Bulgaria to step into the new

millennium as a recovered dynamic European country," he said.

Opinion polls show that about 50% of Bulgarians are still happy with the

government's performance after a year which saw a clear programme of political

and financial stabilisation at home and unequivocal support for EU and Nato

membership in foreign policy.

IMF officials said in Sofia this week that the 1997 budget and inflation results

were better than expected. Inflation in the last months of 1997 fell to about 1%

a month, from previously much higher levels.

Stabilisation efforts could be undermined, however, if the privatisation drive

is not continued with with sufficient vigour this year.

Bulgaria's bank privatisation in particular has gone more slowly than the IMF

had hoped. The government pledged to sell off the six state banks by the end of

1998, but only one bank, the United Bulgarian Bank, has been sold so far.

Economic analysts say that a 16% annual inflation target for 1998 could also

prove too optimistic. In January alone, inflation was a preliminary 2.1%, up

from 1.5% the month before. IMF experts expect slower 1998 growth than

government estimates of 4%.

Differences have emerged between the fund and Bulgaria's Bank Consolidation

Company (BCC), the holding organisation for state-owned banks, on the methods of

bank privatisation. The IMF wants the BCC to focus more on attracting strategic

investors than on raising funds through the stock exchange.

It also fears that bigger subsidies for the energy sector could be needed,

especially if Sofia does not reach a definite agreement with Moscow assuring gas

supplies for the next decade. But these are small clouds on a generally clear

horizon.

Theodor Troev

Copyright Financial Times Limited 1998. All Rights Reserved.
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10Feb98 USA: JOINT STATEMENT ON U.S. BULGARIAN PARTNERSHIP.

By WHITE HOUSE.

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 10, 1998

JOINT STATEMENT U.S.-BULGARIAN PARTNERSHIP FOR A NEW ERA

President Clinton and President Petar Stoyanov met at the White House today to

discuss the strengthening of U.S.-Bulgarian relations as well as mutual efforts

to enhance cooperation in Southeast Europe and advance Bulgaria's integration

into the European and transatlantic communities, including NATO.

President Clinton noted the historic changes that have taken place in Bulgaria

over the last year and the key role played by President Stoyanov. During his

tenure, Stoyanov's Bulgaria has aligned itself firmly with the family of

democratic nations, moved forward with difficult economic reforms, strengthened

its civic institutions, stepped up its fight against organized crime and

enhanced cooperation with its neighbors. The two presidents committed themselves

to building a partnership that reflects a new era in Bulgarian-American

relations.

President Clinton reaffirmed America's commitment to NATO's "Open Door" policy

and welcomed Bulgaria's aspiration to NATO membership. The two Presidents agreed

that Bulgaria's engagement in the Partnership for Peace, enhanced dialogue with

NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council were key tools to making Bulgaria

the strongest possible candidate for NATO membership.

The United States will continue to support Bulgaria's efforts to consolidate its

democratic and free market reforms, including Bulgaria's engagement with the

World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. The United States and Bulgaria

are committed to reinforcing implementation of the Dayton Accords. They also

have a common interest in expanding mutual trade and investment and encouraging

the development of multiple routes for energy from the Caspian Basin.

The centerpiece of the visit was the announcement of a new U.S. Action Plan for

Southeast Europe. The Action Plan will give further dynamism to U.S. cooperation

with countries in the region in such areas as promoting peaceful resolution of

disputes, combating organized crime and consolidating democratic and economic

reforms.

President Stoyanov expressed full support for the Action Plan and committed

Bulgaria to doing its part.

U.S.-Bulgaria Work Program

The two presidents noted with approval the detailed U.S.-Bulgaria work program

that will translate the Southeast Europe Action Plan into concrete projects in

the areas of economic and commercial concerns, political-military affairs and

law enforcement cooperation.

President Stoyanov welcomed continuing U.S. assistance which plays a key role in

facilitating Bulgaria's transition to democratic and free market structures.

President Clinton applauded Bulgaria's commitment to accelerating privatization

and affirmed continued U.S. support through various bilateral assistance

programs. Over the past seven years, the United States has provided Bulgaria

with over $235 million in assistance under the Support for East European

Democracy Program (SEED) to advance fundamental economic and political

reforms.

The program for this year, budgeted at $31 million, will focus on ensuring the

development of a free-market economy and strengthening democratic

institutions.

In view of the improved reform environment in Bulgaria, the United States and

Bulgaria have identified several new priority areas for cooperation: reinforcing

the rule of law, strengthening financial markets and encouraging the development

of civil society. In this regard, the two Presidents agreed to:

Deepen cooperation between their countries' respective law enforcement agencies

in the struggle against terrorism, narcotics trafficking, money laundering and

illicit arms transfers. The United States announced an increase in funds

dedicated to providing criminal law enforcement training.

Protect intellectual property rights, including a commitment by President

Stoyanov to seek strict enforcement of Bulgarian legislation and strengthen

cooperation among relevant Bulgarian institutions in the fight against

intellectual property piracy.

Develop a new education curriculum in Bulgaria to promote democratic values with

a grant of $250,000 from the United States Information Agency.

On the military front, the Department of Defense has developed a number of

programs to support the reform of the Bulgarian military along Western lines,

including for this year:

A $900,000 International Military Education and Training program that has eleven

Bulgarian cadets studying at U.S. military academies;

A $3.2 million dollar Foreign Military Financing program; and,

A military liaison team resident in the Bulgarian Ministry of Defense to

organize staff and information exchanges.

Regional Cooperation

In an effort to breakdown barriers and encourage regional cooperation, the

United States and Bulgaria, together with several other stable democracies, are

engaged in a number of cooperative efforts such as the Southeast European

Cooperative Initiative, the South Balkan Development Initiative and the annual

Southeastern European Defense Ministerial.

The Southeast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI) aims to enhance regional

cooperation, commerce and development. It is pursuing plans for improvement of

operations at border crossings, models to finance energy efficiency projects,

and promotion of small and medium-sized enterprise development.

The $30 million South Balkan Development Initiative (SBDI) seeks to energize the

efforts of Albania, Bulgaria and the FYR Macedonia to upgrade their

transportation systems and develop a regional approach to transport planning.

The Southeastern European Defense Ministerial brings the Defense Ministers of

the region together with other interested countries to discuss issues of common

concern and develop projects for the year aimed at promoting regional

cooperation and confidence building. Bulgaria hosted the last Ministerial in

October 1997, which resulted in 27 follow-on activities.

These bilateral and multilateral initiatives will advance our shared goal of a

Europe whole, free and at peace. They will also promote the integration of

Bulgaria and the other stable democracies of Southeastern Europe into the

European and transatlantic mainstream.

Regulatory Intelligence Database

Copyright 1998. Federal Document Clearing House, Inc.
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10Feb98 USA: PETER STOYANOV MAKES REMARKS AFTER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT

CLINTON.

By PETER STOYANOV.

BULGARIAN PRESIDENT STOYANOV MAKES REMARKS AFTER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT

CLINTON

FEBRUARY 10, 1998

SPEAKER: PETER STOYANOV, PRESIDENT OF BULGARIA

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): This is my first visit to the White House - to

Washington. The very fact of the visit was...

QUESTION: Microphone, please?

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): The very fact of the visit was very important and

very exciting, but what is more important that this was a very strong

encouraging sign for the Bulgarian people. They need this - these difficult

times of reform.

QUESTION: How did you find President Clinton? Was he in a good mood, good

spirits?

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): He was in an extremely good mood. We exchanged -

cracked jokes, exchanged anecdotes, and I wish him sincerely to keep up the good

spirits.

QUESTION: The jokes - can you give us an example?

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): We discussed the place in Roul (ph), Bulgaria and

the Balkan peninsula. The temperamental way politics is done in my country. We

spoke about Greece and Turkey, our neighbors and many others.

Politics could provide a good occasion to crack a joke or two, no doubt.

QUESTION: Do you have a translation sir?

QUESTION: Will you wait for a translation please?

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): The first question was about the joint statement.

What was the - we try (ph) the key points of the joint statement. This joint

statement - we've had enough of rather sweeping declarations before and

high-faluting words, this is why I would like this joint statement to be down to

earth and to be meaningful. It will usher you a new era - when we say that it

was usher you a new era in the Bulgarian/US relations, I mean that these

relations will be put into a new context.

Bulgaria will need to be a strongest candidate for NATO and it will be,

hopefully, in the next wave. We again, will work within the regional context,

and concentrate on political cooperation in the region, on infrastructural and

other projects.

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): The new role for Sofia under this joint agreement

is to be an equal, a reliable, and stable partner for the United States and the

rest of the countries.

And, was there another question?

QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE)

STOYANOV (THROUGH TRANSLATOR): Did you invite? The question whether President

Stoyanov invited President Clinton to visit Bulgaria. The president's reply was

this will be agreed by diplomatic - arranged by diplomatic channels.

But, of course, I will be more than delighted to welcome the president wherever

he decides to visit Bulgaria.

Thank you very much.

 Washington Transcript Service

Copyright 1998. Federal Document Clearing House, Inc.
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09Feb98 BULGARIA: GERMANY PROMISES TO STRENGTHEN SUPPORT FOR BULGARIA.

Germany will strengthen support for Bulgaria's candidature for NATO membership

just as France is promoting Romania, German MPs said at a meeting of the

Bulgarian-German forum to the Bundestag. The head of the German parliamentary

foreign policy commission said that Germany had made a mistake when it left

Bulgarians to walk the long road of reform alone.

Source: 24 Chasa Newspaper

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1998.
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07Feb98 BULGARIA: ADMIRAL SAYS BULGARIAN NAVY WEAKEST IN BALKANS.

Source: `Duma', Sofia, in Bulgarian 6 Feb 98

Text of report entitled "Our navy is weakest in Balkans" in the Bulgarian

newspaper `Duma' on 6th February

The Bulgarian Navy is the weakest in the Balkans in terms of personnel strength

and equipment. Rear Admiral Konstantin Bogdanov, chief of the Navy Main Staff,

made this statement in Varna yesterday during the annual meeting to review

defence and mobilization preparations, and civil defence. An analysis of the

correlation of forces that has been carried out shows that the Bulgarian Navy is

only half the size of those of our neighbours, although it must be said that at

the moment it faces no opponent or threat. On 1st August 1997 the Turkish Navy

had 190 fighting ships and patrol craft, while Greece had 140 ships and Romania

170. According to Bogdanov, Bulgaria can only compete with Yugoslavia, which has

90 ships and patrol craft.

In contrast to Bulgaria, all the Balkan countries have national shipbuilding

programmes that provide their navies with modern ships and equipment. Each new

ship delivered to the Turkish Navy is equivalent to two or three old vessels.

Our southern neighbour continues to receive equipment through NATO. At the

moment three US frigates are about to set off for Turkey.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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22Dec97 BULGARIA: BULGARIA'S BALKAN PREMIERE.

The Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) predictably set a high priority on the

European Union and NATO. Though not officially declared, the Balkans became its

third foreign policy priority. Videnov's isolation from Europe, the US, and even

Russia (Loukanov was the only active figure in relations with it) was compounded

by a vacuum in Bulgaria's Balkan policy. The Socialist Party maintained

traditionally close relations only with Greece through PASOK.

The policy of opening the country to Europe launched by the UDF is inextricably

linked to a new pragmatic Balkan strategy, one of the reasons being that Europe

is interested in the Balkans as a whole. Moreover, international analysts

identify possible destabilisation of the region as a major threat to Bulgaria's

successful economic transition.

Now at last Bulgaria can take advantage of its location. The country's future

indeed lies with Europe, but money can be made in the Balkans now. They were

avoided as a volatile region for a long time: the war in Bosnia and

international sanctions disrupted traditional contacts and transport links.

These difficulties were compounded by the economic crisis in Bulgaria, high

unemployment in Macedonia and the collapse of Albanian pyramid schemes.

Now that the months of instability are a thing of the past, it is small wonder

that the economic interests of Europe, the US and Russia have taken priority

over peacekeeping. Energy, transport and communications corridors are becoming

front-burner issues. This is Bulgaria's happy hour because it features in all

major projects. Therefore, the country will need wise political conduct and an

expertly formulated economic stance.

Richard Schifter, special assistant to President Clinton and National Security

Council counsellor, visited Sofia to register an interest. At that time US

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was trying to sell officially to Russia

the idea of NATO enlargement. Schifter explained the objectives of the Southeast

European Cooperation Initiative as a forum for the discussion and joint

implementation of programmes. It seeks to make the region more attractive to the

private sector and strengthen stability through economic development. The

participating nations are Bulgaria, Albania, Bosnia, Macedonia, Hungary, Greece,

Turkey, Moldova and Romania. Diplomatic sources claim the initiative is linked

to NATO's enlargement and seeks to establish informally an economic buffer zone

against Russia.

Turkey: Identical Interests

The Bulgarian-Russian controversy over gas supplies was at its height when Prime

Minister Ivan Kostov met unofficially with his counterpart Mesut Yilmaz over

dinner. In a brief statement after his private visit, Kostov said that as far as

gas supply was concerned, there was "an interesting identity between the two

countries' interests". At that time Ankara praised and extensively (though

unofficially) commented on Bulgaria's decision not to invite Russia to the

Southeast European defence ministerial.

These two details were seen as a sign that Turkey would be Bulgaria's number one

partner in the Balkans. Similarly to the manifestations of a strong leaning to

Germany - first an informal visit to Bonn by Kostov before he became prime

minister, followed shortly by the pegging of the lev to the German mark,

Yilmaz's visit to Sofia was seen as the high-water mark of Bulgarian-Turkish

friendship.

A long-standing dispute over the delimitation of the border at the Rezovska

River was settled and a memorandum on trade liberalisation was signed during the

visit. Even more important that the settlement of old disputes was the

strengthening of the energy link between the two countries. Turkey, which is

experiencing a growing power shortage, asked to increase electricity imports

from Bulgaria. Possibilities for Turkish investment in Bulgaria's power industry

were discussed. Turkey also announced a plan to increase the capacity of the

natural gas pipeline linking it with Russia through Bulgaria. Turkey is suitable

for a partner because it has an interest in promoting cooperation with Bulgaria,

especially after the EU gave it the cold shoulder.

Romania: A Sparring Partner

At present Bulgaria and Romania have a common goal - membership of the EU and

NATO - which is why relations between them meet European criteria. During his

first visit in May President Emil Constantinescu explained that the two

countries were not rivals on the track to the EU but must stand shoulder to

shoulder. The two presidents agreed to launch a joint programme for fighting

organised crime, smuggling, drug trafficking and money laundering. Certain

issues such as the construction of a second bridge over the Danube and

environmental problems have been put on the back burner in the name of the

"European future".

Since the debate on full EU and NATO membership for the Southeast European

countries began, Romania has done its best to distance itself from the "troubled

Balkans".

Greece: Business Partnership

In the first months of his premiership Ivan Kostov received the leader of

Greece's New Democracy party, which was a clear indication of his preference. By

contrast, the Socialist Party has traditionally good relations with PASOK.

However, it is unlikely that Greece will hold elections before the year 2000 and

until then the Socialists will be in power.

This does not mean that Sofia has turned its back on Athens. This is a case of

economic interests taking precedence over politics. The two countries have

several promising joint projects to carry out: the Bourgas-Alexandroupolis oil

pipeline, a highway linking Sofia and Thessaloniki, and the opening of the

Makaza pass on the common border. An agreement has been signed on the opening of

three new border crossings.

Greece is the only EU member in the Balkans, yet the Greek government has strong

reason to try to strengthen the country's position in the region in view of the

forthcoming enlargement. Greece has been an outsider ever since it joined the EU

in 1981. It owes its relatively stable economy to large capital inflows from the

EU structural funds. The Greek government has every reason to fear that

assistance to it will dwindle after new members are admitted.

Many problems arise from the long-standing feud between Greece and Turkey.

Although they are both NATO members, the tension between them sometimes

escalates to the brink of an armed conflict. A certain thaw began after the

Crete summit.

Macedonia: Wait for a Breakthrough Continues

Last year President Kiro Gligorov invited Peter Stoyanov to make an official

visit to Macedonia. However, a breakthrough in bilateral relations cannot be

expected until the elections at the end of the year. Though understandable, a

wait-and-see attitude may prove to be short-sighted in view of the forthcoming

withdrawal of the UN forces from Macedonia and the growing interest shown by

Greek businesses.

The Bulgarian heads of state and government met with Macedonian officials in a

bid to break the stalemate. Now it is Peter Stoyanov's turn to use his

initiative. (At the Crete summit Ivan Kostov declined to discuss the "language

issue", saying it was within the competence of Peter Stoyanov.) German Foreign

Minister Klaus Kinkel tried in vain to urge a fast settlement. At a time when

Macedonia was bickering with Bulgaria over the language of treaties, it signed

treaties with Greece and Albania in English although the country is not referred

to as the Republic of Macedonia in them. Unlike Bulgaria, Greece recognises the

name "Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia".

Bulgarian-Macedonian relations were "most fruitful" (on the informal level) at

the time of the embargo.

(c) Capital Weekly 1997.
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01Dec97 BULGARIA: BULGARIA DISCUSSES NEW NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY.

By Galina Sabeva

SOFIA, Dec 1 (Reuters) - Bulgarian President Petar Stoyanov met his advisory

National Security Council on Monday to discuss a new security strategy to

reflect the Balkan state's new foreign policy priorities.

Officials said the strategy needed updating to take account of the collapse of

the communist bloc eight years ago and Bulgaria's aspirations to join the EU and

NATO .

"There can be no discussion about Bulgaria's desire to join NATO -- this has

been already stated in a declaration passed by the parliament and supported by

all parliamentary groups," Stoyanov told reporters after the council's

meeting.

Stoyanov said the new strategy outlined by Prime Minister Ivan Kostov aimed at

no particular alliances, but friendly relations with all states in the turbulent

Balkans.

"It is very clear that the new concept could not be based on axes, triangles or

any other political geometry, and that our desire is to develop friendly

relations with all neighbouring countries," Stoyanov said.

The National Security Council will meet again in January when all parliamentary

groups will present written opinions on the proposals.

The new strategy will be presented to parliament for approval. Stoyanov said he

had called the meeting of the council, including leaders of all parties in

parliament as well as the army and police, to ensure a broad national

consensus.

Once the Soviet Union's closest ally within the Warsaw Pact, Bulgaria made a

clear statement of its desire to join NATO only in February and was not among

the countries invited to join in the first wave.

The small Balkan state has the delicate task of balancing its desire for

integration in the European Union and NATO with continued economic dependence on

Russia, notably for oil and gas.

The government is now implementing military reforms and says it will meet the

membership criteria by the time the alliance meets to review expansion in

1999.

It plans to reduce its army to 65,000 troops from around 95,000 within a year

and gradually transform it from an army of conscripts into a professional force,

though advertisements for a first 120 professional posts drew only a handful of

applicants.

In a move to boost ties with NATO, the cabinet on Monday decided to upgrade its

representative office at NATO headquarters in Brussels to a permanent diplomatic

mission at the beginning of next year.

(c) Reuters Limited 1997
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26Nov97 BULGARIA: NATO OFFICIAL PROMOTES ARMAMENT COOPERATION.

By Nikolay Staykov

Norman Ray, NATO Assistant Secretary General, who arrived on an official visit

to Bulgaria two days ago, had a series of meetings and discussions with

Bulgarian military experts, industrials and government officials aimed to

promote Bulgaria's cooperation with NATO. On Monday, the official programme of

the visit included a meeting with Alexander Bozhkov, Bulgaria's Deputy Prime

Minister, and a visit at one of Bulgaria's biggest military plants, VMZ Sopot.

In a lecture delivered at the Atlantic Club in Sofia, Ray said he was impressed

with the capabilities of Bulgaria's armament industry, especially in

communications, electronics, and small armaments which are becoming more

competitive in terms of the world market.

The NATO representative said that one of the purposes of his visit was to

clarify NATO's guiding principles in the field of armament cooperation. 'It is

important that NATO partners understand these principles because in doing so

they will be able to extract more benefits', Ray said. He explained that the

question of whether or not a country is likely to become a NATO member does not

depend on the armament industry, as there are NATO members which do not have

such industries, and even a NATO member that does not have an army at all. The

question of membership is therefore related to the capability of the country to

contribute to the collective burden of NATO activities, and the health of the

armament industry is related to the health of the economy as a whole.

Bulgaria's military industrials who want to export military equipment should

seek opportunities for joint ventures and direct investments from their partners

in the NATO member states rather than directly from NATO, whose job is to

provide opportunities for government and industrial representatives to come

together with their counterparts and to explore ways that are beneficial for

Bulgaria and NATO's partnership efforts, Ray said.

On Tuesday, the NATO representative attended a meeting of a working group on

armament cooperation with representatives of the Industry Ministry, the Defence

Ministry, the Foreign Ministry, and the Standardization Committee. The

discussion focused on the reform in the Bulgarian armed forces and the problems

of the armament industry. At a press conference after the meeting, Ray announced

that Bulgarian experts will be included in NATO's expert groups working on

specific problems and projects as part of the Partnership for Peace programme.

'We are now pursuing a large programme on small-scale arms with partners so that

they could get an immediate taste of NATO cooperation', Ray said. Bulgaria will

also have the opportunity to participate in the NATO's Research and Technology

Organisation and to have access to the achievements of NATO members in the field

of weapon systems development, applied technology, and aeronautical research.

Ray said that although there are many opportunities for cooperation with

businesses from NATO member states, Bulgaria's military industrials and

government officials have a lot of work to do in the field of technology

requirements and standards harmonisation. He welcomed the establishment of the

Interdepartmental Council on NATO Integration headed by Venzislav Kisyov,

Bulgaria's Deputy Industry Minister, as a useful step in this way, Ray said. The

purpose of the council is to coordinate the efforts of the ministries and to

avoid bureaucratic delays in the work of experts. According to an Industry

Ministry official who declined to be named, more than 300 NATO standards and

documents are being held up at the Defence Ministry obstructing the work of

other institutions responsible for Bulgaria's further integration into NATO.

Source: Daily Chronicle Newspaper

(c) Bulgarian Press Digest 1997.
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10Nov97 BULGARIA: BULGARIA, RUSSIA - WAR OF THESES.

The theme of a conference organised by Bulgaria-Russia Association last week "Is

There a Crisis in Bulgarian-Russian Relations" was important not only because

Bulgarian-Russian relations are a topical issue but also because, for the first

time, a civil alliance has provided an opportunity to Bulgarian and Russian

experts and officials to present publicly the planks of the two countries'

policies and to focus on controversial issues. This opportunity is very useful

in the light of the future session of the intergovernmental Economic and

Cooperation Commission and the visit of Bulgaria's President Petar Stoyanov to

Moscow in December. Easing existing tensions would be beneficial to both

countries. Despite repeated statements by politicians that there is no crisis in

the relations between Sofia and Moscow, the two countries' positions are still

polarised. If Bulgaria and Russia fail to coalesce their positions, the content

and even the form of the political declarations will drastically change. The new

aspect after this week is that a style of open communication can be implemented

in the Bulgarian-Russian relations. Less intermediaries and lobbyists but all

contradictions and rows directly exposed to the other partner.

Russia Is Not An Empire Any More And The World Has Changed

The declaration, unanimously approved by Bulgaria's parliament on October 24,

defines Bulgaria's relations with Russia as " friendly, equal and mutually

beneficial". This document is quite similar to the NATO declaration which

covered for quite a long time the fact that Bulgaria has made no progress

whatsoever, but still The lack of a modern strategic position forces the

Bulgarian administration to refer to one starting point - the contract for

friendly relations and co-operation signed by former Bulgaria's President Zhelyu

Zhelev and Russia's President Boris Yeltsin on August 4, 1992. Since then Russia

and Bulgaria have gained different momentum and both countries have the right to

pretend they are not the same.

The wave of democratisation has reduced Russia to a regional superpower which

may be cheated and even damaged by already equally positioned partners. Despite

that, Russia still tries to protect its priorities and vital interests first in

" the close neighbourhood" and then on the Balkans. From the Asian lessons,

Bulgaria learnt that this does not guarantee security on the Balkans.

Russia may well think that the new rivalry between Russia and Turkey dominates

the Balkans. The parallel between the XIXth and XXth century, between the

Balkans and the Caucasus outlines Russia's strategy. Russian participants at the

conference defined as inept the current Russian policy on the Balkans mostly

because it lost its positions in Serbia and Montenegro. Bulgaria has not gained

enough priority yet but it is a possible future ally. A more far-fetched

perspective may transform Turkey from a regional rival even into a potential

foe.

The private thesis of Andranic Migranyan, member of the presidential council of

the Russian Federation, launched mainly to test the grounds in Sofia, is that

Russia remained the cheated side during the processes of democratisation. Not

only the Western partners failed to sustain their promises but Russian diplomats

committed fatal mistakes and especially the policy conducted by former Russia's

Foreign Minister Andrei Kozirev to Yugoslavia. Russia, however, has reassessed

its deleterious policy and is not inclined to make any further concessions. On

what issues will Russia remain adamant according to the Russian experts? Russia

prioritises mostly in the present status quo which includes the friendly Serbia

and Greece - their interests automatically become Russian priorities. Russia's

policy on the Balkans does not centre on Bulgaria - the country is not likely to

further drift away politically as is economically tied up and even dependent.

Menaces remained consistent element of the position of the Russian participants

in the debate whose summary was that Bulgaria's near future resides neither with

NATO nor with the European Union. Bulgaria did not have the chance to turn into

the Netherlands and to solve its social and economic problems. It chases the

wind in vain and has only to pay the high price of the attempts to joint these

alliances. In all events, Bulgaria may always turn into victim as Cyprus has.

Since now, Moscow has failed to formulate a more sensible explanation of its

sharp reaction to Bulgaria's aspirations of joining NATO besides that the

alliance is drawing new dividing lines in Europe and Bulgaria is simply

replacing one benefactor with another. And the question of how much is Bulgaria

paid to lobby for NATO was not at all coincidental.

In order to stress how firm is the Russian position, Migranyan defined the

declaration of the Bulgarian parliament as a " colossal disappointment" and

proposed to discuss the anti-Russian campaign in the mass media and the

obstacles, created by Bulgaria to the Russian officials in Sofia.

The catalogue of the Russian misfortunes contains: disrespect to the Russian

monuments in Bulgaria, non attendance of Bulgarian officials of all events

designed to celebrate the 120 years of Bulgaria's liberation from the Turkish

yoke by the Russian army, the exclusion of the Russian minister from the meeting

of the defence ministers of southeastern Europe, the suspension of the Russia's

ORT and mostly the anti-Russian hysteria in the Bulgarian mass media. In the

same time, the Bulgarian position on the SS-20 missiles was precisely

interpreted may due to the insufficient or false information. Migranyan's

promise to inform Russian society about the nearing crisis in Bulgarian-Russian

ties, caused by the Bulgarian side of course, sounded as an additional nuance in

the register of potential threads. "In Russia, I will express my opinion that

Bulgarian-Russian relations are not so cloudless as they are presented here.

Russia's position may further harden and become more pragmatic. If Bulgaria

wants to dictate the market conditions then please"

The official position on these issues, and even on Bulgaria's desire to join

NATO, expressed by Vladimir Rizhkov, First Deputy Chairman of the Russian

Parliament, was more moderate but he represents only part of the Russian

parliament. In New Russia, the real decision maker is the team of the President

Boris Yeltsin which characterised Rizhkov as "too young" in private

discussions.

The Position of the Bulgarian Cabinet

To Distinguish Present From Past and Business from Politics

was bluntly counterpoised by the Russian answer that:"Gazprom interests

represent Russia's interests" It seems that the game starts exactly from this

point. It is possible to start negotiating measures which will regulate

Bulgaria's trade with Russia only if Bulgaria is so good and does not undertakes

steps eroding the status quo on the Balkans. The declaration of the Bulgarian

parliament was so disappointing to Russia most probably because it separates

politics from business. Bulgaria urged Russian diplomats to rely on objective

sources of information and hinted that despite the radical changes which have

taken place, the lobbyists for Russian interests in both countries are one and

the same. Although not so efficient any more.

No politician or businessman has managed to fill in the vacuum left after

Loukanov death. This explains why Sofia is not inclined to reconsider its

position on the issue of intermediaries. The Bulgarian position is that business

and especially business with Russian gas should be clear, meaning without

potential lobbyists in foreign policy ties no matter whether they are

businessmen, MPs.

Russian partners get nervous by this position mainly because it shatters the

present status quo - it frees foreign policy from internal lobbying with which

Russia can hardly separate.

The paradox is that Russia prefers the unofficial, parallel negotiating - in

trade and in foreign policy. Gorbachev failed due to exactly this style of

negotiating and the whole process of democratisation has been wasted in a grace

period while waiting for economic compensations. Russia currently is the

vulnerable side which cannot make its 1990 partners fulfil officially and

unofficially their commitments.

Migranyan refreshed his speech with jokes like of the kind that Russia is not an

imperial power not because it does not want to but because it lacks resources to

do so. Which holds only half of the truth. Even as regional power, Moscow is

still self-confident enough not to worry about the form of the Bulgarian-Russian

relations. The high price Bulgaria pays for conducting an independent policy is

contained in the Russian willingness to preserve intact its current positions.

But a growing doubt remains that the draft of the questions as well as of the

answers is being prepared in Washington D.C.

(c) Capital Weekly 1997.

CAPITAL WEEKLY 10/11/97

 

 

25Oct97 ROMANIA: ROMANIAN, BULGARIAN, GREEK FOREIGN MINISTERS DISCUSS REGIONAL

ISSUES.

Source: Rompres news agency, Bucharest, in English 0714 gmt 24 Oct 97

Text of report by the Romanian news agency Rompres

Bucharest, 24th October: The meeting at Sinaia of the foreign ministers of

Romania, Bulgaria and Greece, Adrian Severin, Nadezhda Mikhaylova and Theodhoros

Pangalos, respectively, ended on Thursday [23rd October] by the adoption of a

joint declaration. The three ministers reaffirm the importance the Romanian and

Bulgarian authorities give to applying the principles of good-neighbourliness,

noninterference in the domestic affairs of other state and the borders'

inviolability. It is also mentioned that Bucharest and Sofia will back each

other aiming at integrating with the European Union and NATO, enjoying Greece's

"total support" in achieving these strategic goals.

Among the concrete initiatives discussed at Sinaia by the three chief diplomats

of Romania, Bulgaria and Greece was the proposal of the Romanian foreign

minister regarding the carrying out of a "centre for the crises administration"

in southeastern Europe under NATO supervision. An issue of joint interest was

also the possibility of achieving the pan-European transport corridors. Some

other topics were examined by the sides, such as the infrastructure's

development, the joint fight against the organized crime.

In a joint news briefing, Adrian Severin, Nadezhda Mikhaylova and Theodhoros

Pangalos said that, besides a deep analysis of the ways of strengthening

cooperation in southeastern Europe to ensure stability and security of the

region, they also agreed on carrying out a synchronization in the near future of

the trilateral's (Romania-Bulgaria-Greece) efforts.

Theodhoros Pangalos revealed his government's decision to organize in the isle

of Crete a summit of the southeastern Europe, where Turkey would join too.

The next meeting of the trilateral will take place perhaps in Athens, in 1998,

when a summit of the three presidents and premiers of Romania, Bulgaria and

Greece is to take place.

The three foreign ministers were received, at Sinaia, by Romania's President

Emil Constantinescu.

(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts.
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23Oct97 ROMANIA: BALKAN STATES DISCUSS REGIONAL MANAGEMENT CENTRE.

By Roxana Dascalu

SINAIA, Romania, Oct 23 (Reuters) - Romanian Foreign Minister Adrian Severin

said on Thursday a proposal to establish a regional crisis management centre

could be submitted to leaders at a regional summit in Greece next month.

Severin said he had discussed the plan with his opposite numbers from Bulgaria

and Greece at a one-day meeting in Sinaia, a mountain resort 120 km (75 miles)

north of Bucharest.

"We discussed an older Romanian initiative to set up a crisis management centre

for southeastern Europe to be placed under the auspices of NATO," Severin told

reporters after the talks.

"The first opportunity to discuss more focused issues will be the summit in

Crete early next month. We will probably raise the issue of preventive diplomacy

and of carving a greater role for South European countries in international

affairs."

The summit, grouping 10 states, is scheduled for November 3-5 in Heraklion, the

main city on the island of Crete.

Greek Foreign Minister Theodoros Pangalos said the summit's main aims were to

review "the economic situation in the Balkans and relations of good neighbourly

co-existence in the region".

He said Thursday's meeting, the third annual gathering of the three foreign

ministers, brought together "the hard core of Balkan cooperation".

He said an invitation had been issued for Turkey, Greece's Aegean neighbour and

rival, to be present. But he declined all comment on recent strains in relations

with Ankara, particularly disputes over airspace and sea lanes.

Severin, who hosted the talks in a palace used as a winter residence by

Romania's late dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, said both his country and Bulgaria

counted on continued support from Greece for applications to join NATO and the

European Union.

Bulgarian Foreign Minister Nadezhda Mihailova said concrete issues had been

discussed in Sinaia with the aim of fostering market measures in Romania and

Bulgaria, where reform-minded governments are overseeing the early stages of

change.

"We are not gathering here just for a family photo. We have discussed concrete

issues and we seek concrete results," she said. "We need a better climate in the

region for the success of reforms and to attract financing."

(c) Reuters Limited 1997
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03Oct97 BULGARIA: SE EUROPE MINISTERS PLEDGE DEFENCE COOPERATION.

By Thalia Griffiths

SOFIA, Oct 3 (Reuter) - Defence ministers from eight countries in southeast

Europe and the United States on Friday agreed joint steps to reduce regional

tensions and prepare their armies for NATO membership.

Ministers agreed on a list of concrete measures including regular high-level

meetings, exchanges between small military units and joint exercises, and agreed

to consider setting up a regional conflict prevention and crisis management

centre.

They pledged to support measures to halt illegal immigration, drugs and arms

trafficking, terrorism and smuggling, through joint border patrols, exchange of

information and other measures.

"This meeting shows the countries of the region are committed to replacing

conflict with cooperation and showing trust where there used to be suspicion,"

U.S. Defense Secretary William Cohen told the closing session.

The meeting brought together delegations from Albania, Bulgaria, Romania,

Slovenia and the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia, and NATO members Italy,

Greece and Turkey.

It coincided with talks between the presidents of Bulgaria, Turkey and Romania

on joint measures to fight organised crime, and the announcement by U.S.

Assistant Secretary of State Mark Grossman that southeast Europe would be a

major U.S. foreign policy priority following the Madrid summit on NATO

enlargement.

The United States said it was helping to set up hotline networks between

countries in the region to ensure easy contact between leaders in times of

crisis.

Macedonia, keen to establish itself internationally after voting for

independence in 1991, proposed the establishment of a peacekeeping training

centre on its territory and offered to host a multinational exercise in 1998

with emphasis on landmine detection and clearing.

Italian Defence Minister Beniamino Andreatta said the existing

Italian-Hungarian-Slovenian light infantry force held prospects for further

enlargement to other regional states.

Romania expressed support for multinational peacekeeping units, offered to host

the crisis management centre, and called for a joint earthquake response

exercise to be held in 1999.

Greek Defence Minister Akis Tsohatzopoulos said any regional security council

should include all countries in the region in order to function effectively.

"In no way should be give the impression that we are creating dividing lines,"

said the minister, whose country's relations with Greece are clouded by disputes

over the divided island of Cyprus and other issues.

Russia protested at its exclusion from Friday's talks, which followed a first

meeting in Albania last year, but Bulgaria said that as Russia was not in

southeast Europe and had no plans to join NATO, it did not qualify for an

invitation.

"This conference can in no way be construed as upsetting any parity between

Russia and NATO," Cohen said, adding that NATO enlargement was aimed at

promoting stability, democracy and prosperity, not at undermining any

interest.

The next ministerial meeting will take place in the Macedonian capital Skopje in

October 1998.

(c) Reuters Limited 1997

  

 

03Oct97 BULGARIA: SOUTHEAST EUROPE DEFENCE MINISTERS MEET IN SOFIA.

By Thalia Griffiths

SOFIA, Oct 3 (Reuter) - Southeast European defence ministers met in Bulgaria on

Friday to discuss how to reform their armies to ready them for NATO membership

and work together to reduce regional tensions.

The one-day meeting brought together delegations from Albania, Bulgaria,

Romania, Slovenia and the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia, along with NATO

members Italy, Greece, Turkey and the United States.

Bulgarian Defence Minister Georgi Ananiev said the meeting would discuss the

restructuring of national armies, civilian control of the military, and joint

training initiatives in NATO's Partnership for Peace defence-cooperation

programme.

He said countries could cooperate in joint military forces and coordinate the

fight against drug trafficking, illegal immigration and smuggling, and he urged

regular meetings of defence ministers, chiefs of staff and other senior

officials.

"Regional cooperation is the best key to achieving the main strategic goal -- a

peaceful and indivisible democratic Europe," he told the opening session.

U.S. Defense Secretary William Cohen offered practical advice to countries

developing joint defence capabilities, urging them to emphasise quality rather

than quantity, "not to do more and more with less and less".

Bulgarian President Petar Stoyanov linked the ministerial meeting to a summit in

the Black Sea port of Varna on Friday afternoon with the presidents of Romania

and Turkey to coordinate the fight against organised crime.

"Regional cooperation in all dimensions has no alternative," he said. "Our

region needs stability, political wisdom and maturity."

Cohen arrived in Sofia from Maastricht, where NATO defence ministers met the

three countries invited to join the Alliance in the first round and told them

they would have to bear most of the cost of joining themselves.

Stoyanov said Bulgaria was implementing military reforms and he was confident

that his country would meet the membership criteria by 1999, when NATO will

review expansion.

NATO leaders have singled out Romania and Slovenia as prime candidates for

future admission.

Bulgaria plans to reduce its army to 65,000 troops from around 95,000 now within

a year and gradually transform it from an army of conscripts into a professional

force.

Advertisements for a first 120 professional posts have drawn only a handful of

applications.

Russia protested at its exclusion from Friday's talks, which followed a first

meeting in Albania last year, but Bulgaria said that as Russia was not in

southeast Europe and had no plans to join NATO, it did not qualify for an

invitation.

(c) Reuters Limited 1997
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02Oct97 BULGARIA: LEADERS MEET FOR `BALKAN SUMMIT' - SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DEFENSE

MINISTERS ALSO TO MEET IN BULGARIA.

Ankara - President Suleyman Demirel will pay a one-day official visit on Friday

to Bulgaria for a trilateral meeting with the participation of Romanian

President Emil Constantinescu, the Foreign Ministry announced.

The agenda of an earlier visit by Bulgarian President Petar Stoyanov, which

included cooperation in the struggle against organized crime and other regional

issues as well as matters concerning the Balkans, will be addressed by the three

leaders.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel denied press reports about this meeting

having a mediator role in Turco-Greek relations, saying that no such desire has

so far been expressed to them, but adding that whenever there is such high-level

foreign contact, the leaders might discuss many issues.

The presidents will also attend the official opening ceremony of the Black Sea

Fiber Optic System (KAFOS) on Friday. The fiber optic undersea cable system

between the three countries is considered to be "one of the most concrete

results" of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation. The 500 kilometer-long system

has a capacity of 15.120 channels and is installed in Istanbul and at Turkey's

Igneada port.

Moldova, which has participated in the project since its admittance to the

Steering Committee in 1992, will be connected to the system via Romania.

Press reports indicated that the meeting between the three leaders might turn

into a summit dealing with the Balkans, saying that Turkey's relations with

Greece and the possible membership of the countries to Western unions such as

NATO and the European Union might be on the agenda of the meeting.

Meanwhile, in a separate meeting, same time, same place ...

Defense ministers from southeastern Europe meet in Bulgaria on Friday to discuss

closer cooperation on regional security and prepare their armies for eventual

NATO membership, Reuters reported.

Russia has protested its exclusion from the talks, which follow the first

meeting in Albania last year, and which will be attended by U.S. Defense

Secretary William Cohen.

Bulgaria says that as Russia is not in southeastern Europe and has no interest

in joining NATO, it does not qualify for an invitation. Yugoslavia and Croatia

are also not invited.

Bulgaria's defense ministry expects delegations from Albania, Macedonia, Romania

and Slovenia - all members of NATO's "Partnership for Peace" defense cooperation

program - and NATO members Greece, Turkey and Italy, as well as the United

States. Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic, who were invited to join NATO in

July, will send observers.

NATO leaders singled out Romania and Slovenia as prime candidates for future

admission when the alliance reviews expansion at the 1999 summit, while Albania,

Bulgaria and Macedonia may need more preparation.

Issues to be discussed on Friday include enhancing Partnership for Peace

activities and building trust between countries in the region, plans for

civilian control of the military, and restructuring national armies to prepare

them for NATO membership.

Greek Defense Minister Akis Tsohatzopoulos is expected to raise his country's

problems with Turkey and the need to resolve territorial differences over the

Aegean Sea one by one through the international court at The Hague.

"Macedonia will propose the signing of a defense cooperation agreement with

Albania, Bulgaria and Greece as its own contribution for the new Balkans of the

21st century," Macedonian Defense Minister Lazar Kitanovski told Reuters.

Bulgarian Defense Minister Roumen Kunchev said Yugoslavia and Croatia had not

been invited to the talks, as they had shown no desire to take part in regional

security-building.

The Russian embassy sent a diplomatic note to the Foreign Ministry protesting

its exclusion and expressing concern over what it described as a recent

Bulgarian tendency to restrict Russian participation in regional meetings.

"Russia views the Balkans and southeastern Europe as an integral whole and as a

sphere of its vital interests in the region," the BTA news agency quoted it as

saying.

Deputy Foreign Minister Stefan Tafrov told reporters that discussions on

military reform in preparation for NATO membership would be of no interest to

Russia, as it has no plans to join the Euro-Atlantic grouping.

Bulgaria remains economically dependent on its former close ally, notably for

oil and gas supplies, but has moved away from Russia politically since the

former Socialist government in Sofia was ousted in February. President Petar

Stoyanov and the government of Prime Minister Ivan Kostov are keen to bring

Bulgaria eventually into NATO and the EU.

Bulgaria plans to reduce its army to 65,000 troops from the current 95,000

within a year and gradually transform it from an army of conscripts into a

professional force. However, advertisements for 120 professional posts in

September attracted only five applications.
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