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A GLOBAL MARKET WHERE CONTINENTS MEET - TURKEY
 

Turkey will certainly provide opportunities for the integrated economies of EU countries to overcome cultural and geographic barriers to reach the markets in Central Asia, Caucasia, the Middle East and even north Africa

As a cultural as well as geographic bridge, Turkey will facilitate the process of globalization on three continents, since it also is a large marketplace where three continents meet
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The rise of a new world order

As is clear to everyone, many tremendous changes have taken place in our world within the last two decades. To name just a few of them: the collapse of the former Soviet Union and the emergence of many new independent states, the breakdown of the Berlin Wall and the unification of East and West Germany, the separation of the Czech and Slovak republics, the unification of European economies through the idea of forming a European Union, the integration of some other major world economies via NAFTA and APEC, the landing of Pathfinder on Mars and fear about the Asian crisis being contagious for the major economies of the world.

If all these political, economic, and technological changes and developments are put together and examined in a systematic manner, one realizes that some gigantic trends beyond mega-trends are developing in our world and that these trends have been step-by-step shaping up a new world order in the 21st century, even though some are not aware of them. It is not a foretelling of the future to state that the world of the year 2000 will be based on these gigantic trends and that a new world order is already emerging on the foundation and conditions created by these trends. These trends that are shaping up a new world order in the 21st century are briefly explained below:

Universal acceptance of political freedom of individuals

Although it has cost the lives of many individuals throughout the history of politics and political development, the political thought that required individuals to accept unquestioningly and obey unconditionally the political rules and regulations established by a state ideology is being replaced by a political idea that believes in the political freedom of individuals with regard to the freedom of opinion, expression and conscience. This change in the political ideology is not something new. It has been stated for centuries by the proponents of pluralistic democracy. However, what is new is the acceptance and appreciation of this democratic idea by almost the whole world. Yet people of many countries have had to wait until the aforementioned changes and developments take place, not to mention some who still have not grasped this universal trend.

In brief, more or less, people all over the world presently believe in the fact that no country or state in the world should have a right to inculcate its doctrine and/or ideology so as to shape the minds of its people, since all human beings are dignified and honorable individuals who have political freedom in terms of what to think and express as well as what to believe in.

Rather the state is envisaged as the organized power of society, which has to create a politically and socially free environment providing equal opportunity for its people to realize their personalities and ideals through their own endeavors and efforts. That is, the state is not a ruler with absolute power and authority, exercising its doctrinaire ideology over its people. On the contrary, the state is considered a servant to serve its people and protect their lives and individual freedoms. Therefore, the state has also to respect the political freedom of its people, tolerate the differences in their opinions and beliefs and preserve all human rights in the society, just like every individual has to do.

In other words, human beings all over the world are politically free individuals and human rights even have priority over a nation's or a state's sovereignty right. That is to say that the violations of human rights in a country are not considered internal affairs of that country any more. Notwithstanding the fact that the preservation of democratic values in particular and democracy in general is not a new phenomenon, the wide acceptance or "the universalization of a contemporary and pluralistic democracy based on human rights and political freedom of individuals as well as the recently perceived role of the state" is, however, a new trend which has gained impetus within the last two decades and, thus, has been considered as an indispensable way of political and social life all over the world. Therefore, one may say that the political order of the world in the 21st century will be such that individuals all over the world will fully enjoy their political freedoms.

General consent on economic freedom of individuals

The tendency to universally accept and believe in the political freedom of individuals has further accelerated the economic freedom of individuals in the sense that the market mechanism, which is based on individual ownership and entrepreneurial skills, is presently being practiced in almost all economies of the world. Those that have not yet established the market mechanism with its all required rules and institutions are trying hard to deregulate their economies and to privatize their state-owned enterprises. The simple reason for this is that the market mechanism or the market economy that depends on individual entrepreneurship and private ownership has proved to be the most efficient way of allocating and utilizing the scarce resources of nations, as opposed to other state-owned or controlled alternatives which have failed to do so. This fact had been asserted long ago and thus, there is nothing new about it.

However, what is actually new about this is the fact that the market economy is no longer taken as a doctrinaire ideology, as it might be confused with the classical capitalism of the "laissez-faire, laissez passez" period. The market economy as it is presently envisaged is rather a mechanism or a system that is based on human nature as well as on the economic freedom of individuals associated with their political freedom. Consumer protection and preserving competition through all required institutions and rules are essential components of this mechanism or system. Accordingly, the role of the state is not to take over or take part in economic activities but to establish and observe all required institutions and regulations in order to preserve competition in the economy and protect consumer rights.

The general consent on the efficiency of the competitive market economy in allocating and utilizing limited resources should not be taken as the victory of the capitalist economic system over the communist economic system. In fact, they both lost. The communist economic system failed and collapsed. However, it had significantly affected the capitalist economic system to be transformed into a more socialized capitalist economic system. That is, a competitive market economy with all its required institutions and rules established to protect consumers and preserve competition. Needless to say this generally agreed-upon idea about the economic freedom of individuals associated with their political freedom indicates a universal trend that will determine the economic order of the world in the 21st century, i.e., a competitive world economy.

Dependence on individual creativity and entrepreneurial skills

There are few inventions in the history of mankind that have changed every facet of social and economic lives of all societies and that have integrated economic activities in the world as computers have done today. Just as the steam engine opened up an era called the Industrial Revolution, the electronic computer has paved the way to a new revolution known as the Information and/or Telecommunications Revolution - a revolution which is affecting in an unprecedented manner every scientific discipline as well as all societies, organizations, business firms and people in the whole world. Computer-based technology has accelerated the transformation of the Industrial Society into an Information Society, where individuals are required not to know more but to be more creative.

The reasoning for this requirement from individuals is quite simple: Since computer-based information technology has enabled individuals to store, retrieve and process as much data and information as they need, then what is expected of them is to take advantage of this opportunity and use their wisdom and creativity to find new ways of solving problems to make life easier. Therefore, it could easily be stated that economic and technological development of future years will be on the shoulders of those individuals who use their creativity and entrepreneurial skills by taking advantage of the "brain power" provided by information technology. No doubt in a competitive market economy, societies and institutions will try to establish a social environment where the creativity of their individuals is fostered. This, in turn, would imply that the social order of the world in the 21st century will heavily depend on the creativity and entrepreneurial skills of individuals, and accordingly societies will need to develop an adequate social environment so as to foster them.

Emergence of global individuals

As most of the countries of the world are becoming more democratic in terms of preserving democratic values and respecting human rights, and also as their economic systems are being operated according to the rules of the competitive market economy, countries will have close relations and easily cooperate with each other, since doctrinaire ideologies among nations are vanishing and they have more political and economic values in common. In fact the convergence of political and economic values has led some countries to integrate their economies in order to increase the competitiveness of their economies, as seen in the case of integration of the formerly socialist Eastern European countries with the EU and the formation of NAFTA and APEC, not to mention the increasing number of free trade agreements among various nations.

This phenomenal trend - which is essentially the result of the universalization of political and economic freedoms of individuals among nations, and the efforts of creative entrepreneurs - has been called the globalization process. This process is significantly being accelerated by telecommunications technologies, which made the distance between locations meaningless and tremendously increased the speed of business transactions. This, in turn, has led to the emergence of a single competitive world market where economic systems of the countries of the world have become globally interdependent. The fear about the South Asian crisis being contagious to other countries and the precautions taken by various countries to avoid its expected effects are perhaps the best examples for the global interdependency of economic and financial activities of the countries of the world.

In a single competitive world market, entrepreneurs and businessmen make their investment decisions by taking into account the potential of international markets, since their local markets have become export markets and the flow of goods and capital has gone beyond national boundaries without any political problem. It could be further indicated that the globalization of economic activities will be even further accelerated by the recently started practice of an electronic trade whose volume is expected to be more than $200 billion in the year 2000. All of these developments clearly indicate that globalization is indeed a business-driven phenomenon, and thus, business is the natural partner of intergovernmental bodies to help them in agenda-building, decision-making and implementation.

Taken all together, the above-explained gigantic trends are defining a new world order in the 21st century, where all individuals will be politically and economically free global citizens of a world in which individual creativity and entrepreneurial skills will be fostered as the essential determinants of economic and social development. In other words, the world of the year 2000 will be a single globe where pluralistic democracy and competitive market economy complementing each other are to be established with all their required rules and institutions, and human beings are to be considered the citizens of this global world. This is not a distant goal. It is already on the way and will eventually happen, as the traditional barriers in the minds of politicians in some countries are removed, although it will not be an easy task.

Turkey's importance in facilitating the globalization process, as a global marketplace where continents meet

Despite the fact that the globalization process is in progress and that the globalization of economic and financial activities has been partially achieved, it still has a long way to go to result in a single globe encompassing a large number of countries being integrated. With the exception of the EU, which has been taken as a good example to be followed by NAFTA and APEC, the pace of the globalization process is hindered by cultural differences and geographical distances among countries in spite of the facilities provided by telecommunications technology. Even though the breakdown of the Berlin Wall has provided an environment to induce the globalization of economic activities, the walls in the minds of some people are slowing down the pace of the globalization of political and social activities to reach to the desired level. Unfortunately, removing these walls is much harder and will take a long time, since these walls are built in the heads of people on the ground of cultural differences.

From this viewpoint, it could be easily indicated that Turkey will certainly provide opportunities for the integrated economies of EU countries to overcome cultural and geographic barriers to reach the markets in Central Asia, Caucasia, the Middle East and even north Africa. The reason for this assertion is quite clear if one has a look at a world map. In fact, Turkey is a large county that has its western and northern sides in Europe, its eastern side in Asia, and its southern side in the Middle East and is connected to north Africa via the Mediterranean Sea. Moreover, Turkey is a secular and democratic European country whose population of 63 million is mostly Muslim.

Therefore Turkey, with an economy that has more than 50 percent of its annual foreign trade exceeding $80 billion with EU countries, could be a golden bridge to get European countries to reach markets in the above-mentioned regions on three continents, since Turkey has common cultural values and geographical connections with them all. Thus, as a cultural as well as geographic bridge, Turkey will facilitate the process of globalization on three continents, since it also is a large marketplace where three continents meet. Moreover, the Turkish economy, which has become part of the customs union with the EU since 1996, is a dynamic economy, producing an average 6 percent GNP growth rate during the last several years, and an economy that has very liberal regulations attracting foreign investment from all developed countries.
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