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Definition of Prostitution 

by Angela Kahealani 

Prostitution is a word which applies to far more circumstances than its' usual legal definition which is about prohibiting

massive "whoring". The English language definition "the act or an instance of offering or devoting one's talent to an

unworthy use or cause" is far more akin in meaning to the word pollution than to whoring. I have a very simple way of

defining prostitution: Prostitution is when you do something for money that you wouldn't be doing without being paid. You

will find under this definition that there are quite a few whores who are not prostitutes, for they actually love what they do,

and would continue to engage in promiscuous sex even without the monetary reward. More "shocking" to the average

person is to realize that the average person is in fact a prostitute. Most people do the jobs they do only for the money, not

because they actually enjoy the work enough to continue doing it even without a monetary reward. Ask any boy or girl

what they want to be when they grow up, and my guess is that 99% of them will not respond: "I want to be a fry cook at

the local fast food restaurant", yet 99% of them will start out in some similar kind of job, prostituting their truth, their

desires, their true choices, just to obtain a periodic paycheck. Selling sex for money, or "whoring" can be done in truth

and appropriateness, through very selective choice of customers. A whore who does not prostitute herself is one who

allows herself to be monetarily rewarded in addition to a fundamental appropriate choice of having sex with someone she

would have sex with even without monetary reward. Yes, it is true that much whoring is prostitution, but it is essential to

understand that while most people and most law fails to make this distinction, for it is nearly impossible to judge externally,

that there truly is a distinction, and only the whore herself can know in the moment whether she is for a given session,

"whoring" or "prostituting". On the other hand, you can pretty well bet that whenever you go to the local fast food

restaurant for a meal, that your food is being prepared by prostitutes, even though it is entirely possible that none of them

have ever "whored", sold sex for $. In many cases a fancy name for a legal whore is "wife". Many women, disempowed

by the patriarchal system, seek to have their survival needs ($) met by one consistent trick (named "husband"). The

essential purpose of modern patriarchal religions and society is to force this system of disempowerment upon the

individual female and to allow her re-empowerment only via marriage (monogamous prostitution), for the overriding

purpose of men being able to totally control women and the propogation of their DNA . 

Legal Definition of Prostitution 

by Angela Kahealani 

Legally, Prostitution is the sale of sexual services . The services may consist of any sexual acts, including those which do

not involve copulation. While payment may be any nonsexual consideration, most commonly it is the form of money. 

In other words: "Sex may only be exchanged for Sex, and Sex has been redefined by law to mean: Any Non Sexual Act

. Anything other than Sex of any value, is defined by law to be a consideration, which must be of exactly equal exchange

for some inverse exchange of consideration other than sex, or the law may freely create artificial exchanges by

interpretation." 

Such all inclusive languaging greatly supports selective enforcement, for in fact, there is no sexual act which is not a

commercial act, according to legal definition. This, then, is an exqusitely powerful system for the patriarchal system to

enforce absolute control of women. 

Encyclopaedia Definition of Prostitution 

Š 1990-1992 Compton's Learning Company 

The practice of engaging in relatively indiscriminate sexual activity in exchange for immediate payment in money or other

valuables is called prostitution. Prostitutes may be of either sex and may engage in heterosexual or homosexual activity,

but the majority of prostitution has been among females, with males as clients. Punishment of prostitutes has ranged from

shunning to death. Their clients, on the other hand, are rarely prosecuted. 

In Europe during the Middle Ages prostitution was not merely tolerated but was protected, licensed, and regulated by

law, and it constituted a large source of public revenue. Public brothels, or places of prostitution, on a large scale were

established in large cities throughout Europe. 

Stricter controls were imposed with the outbreak of an epidemic of venereal disease in the 16th century and with the

advent of new ideas of sexual morality brought in with the Reformation. Brothels were closed throughout Europe, and

when disease continued to claim victims, regulations became even more stringent. Some cities passed laws requiring

periodic medical inspection, but these had little effect. 

International cooperation to stamp out the traffic in women for the purpose of prostitution began in 1899. In 1921 the

League of Nations established the Committee on the Traffic in Women and Children, and in 1949 the United Nations

General Assembly adopted a convention for the suppression of prostitution. 

In the United States prostitution flourished in most cities and was virtually uncontrolled until the passage of the Mann act in

1910, which prohibited interstate transportation of women for immoral purposes. By 1915 nearly all states had passed

laws banning brothels and regulating the profits of prostitution. 

In most large Western cities prostitution is tolerated. The police there are more concerned with regulating the crimes

associated with prostitution, which are often controlled by organized crime syndicates. 

Soviet and Chinese officials maintain that prostitution no longer exists in their countries. Throughout Asia the trade

continues to flourish openly. In most Eastern countries prostitution is an urban problem, but in India a majority of

prostitutes are in rural areas. 

Female prostitutes are often economically disadvantaged and are usually unmarried and lack skills to support themselves.

Many are drawn at an early age into the subculture of prostitution and associated crime. Health hazards to prostitutes

include acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), venereal diseases, and, in some subcultures, drug abuse. (See

Also Drugs, "Drug Abuse"; Sexually Transmitted Disease.) 

Male prostitution has received less public attention in most cultures. Heterosexual male prostitution - males hired by or for

females - is uncommon. Homosexual male prostitution, however, has become increasingly common, in large cities in

particular, in the 20th century. 

Definition of Prostitution 

by Elanor M. Miller 

Historically, the majority of prostitutes have been women; however, male prostitution and prostitution of prepubescent

children occurs. In general, prostitutes are drawn from those segments of society that are economically marginal and have

relatively little political power. 

History of Prostitution in Western Societies 

by Elanor M. Miller 

Probably the earliest form of the institution was temple, or religious, prostitution, which may have derived from communal,

orgiastic fertility rites. The factors contributing to independent, non-religious prostitution were increasing urbanization, the

growth of a money-based market economy, and the displacement of persons from a traditional, village-centered way of

life. 

Solon (c.639-559 BC) established state brothels in Athens, the employees of which came from the lowest strata of

society. Later, independent prostitutes were regulated and taxed. The hetaerae were courtesans who provided various

kinds of entertainment including music, poetry, and most notably, intellectually stimulating conversation and

companionship. As in the case with most courtesans, prostitution itself was occasional and contingent, as the hetaerae

relied upon a much larger repertoire of salable skills for their livelihood. 

In ancient Rome, prostitutes were licensed by the state and taxed. Patrician woman were absolutely forbidden to engage

in prostitution. Women who were neither patricians nor slaves, but relied on other means of income (for example,

actresses, musicians, dancers, and so on), were free to sell sexual services without registration or taxation. Male

prostitutes were also numerous in Rome, but were not regulated by the state. Throughout the empire, female employees of

inns and taverns were grouped with prostitutes by law. 

The early Christian church excommunicated (AD 305) all prostitutes on moral grounds. Nevertheless, prostitution

remained a well-established institution, and it provided an important source of tax revenue to the imperial state. Thus, by

late antiquity, the status of prostitution had been reversed from its temple origins: it was now specifically excluded from the

sacred while it flourished in the profane world. 

After the dissolution of the Western Roman empire, women experienced a sharp decline in economic and political status.

While official policies of both church and government militated against prostitution, the need for the women to seek

protection often took them to convents; many of them became unofficial brothels as a means of providing fiscal support. 

In the High Middle Ages, prostitution came under the protection and regulation of municipal governments. The crackdown

against prostitution in early modern Europe coincided with the outbreak of a syphilis epidemic, but its cause is more

properly attributed to the traditional pattern of moral blame for epidemic diseases, the rise of absolutist monarchies, and

the repressive stance toward sexuality of Reformation morality. 

Female prostitution greatly expanded in modern Europe, while at the same time its practice was increasingly condemned.

Beginning in the 19th century, the rise of capitalism and the liberal state brought increasing freedoms and economic rights

to women. Those who entered the urbanized work force often turned to occasional prostitution to supplement their

incomes. Many women became involved in regular prostitution either through forcible recruitment or as the only alternative

to unemployment. 

Prostitution in Non-Western Cultures 

by Elanor M. Miller 

Both secular and sacred prostitution has coexisted in India since classical Hindu times. Lay prostitutes were a recognized

caste. The Muslim invasions of India (c.AD 1000) resulted in official pronouncements against the institution, since it is

forbidden by the Koran. However, practices under Muslim rule did little to discourage it. Temple prostitution, in which

girls are dedicated to a deity, has continued into the 20th century. 

In China, the earliest historical reference to prostitution dates from the Chou dynasty (c.650 BC), at which time it was

already a well established institution. In China, more than elsewhere, the predominant form of prostitution has been in

brothels of female slaves. After slavery was officially ended, the sale of wives, concubines, and daughters into prostitution

remained a common practice. Since the Communist revolution, a campaign against prostitution along with efforts to

provide women equal access to economic and political rights has greatly diminished the prevalence of prostitution in

China. 

The well-known role of the Geisha in Japan is of relatively recent origin, dating from the 18th century. This institution

resembles that of the classical Greek hetaerae. 

Prior to European colonization, prostitution in the Western Hemisphere and Africa was probably limited to the religious

realm. In what seems to be a world historical pattern, an upsurge in prostitution followed the effects of urbanization and

wage labor. In Africa and Latin America this trend was heightened by industrial development, which greatly accelerated

extensive displacement of people from traditional kinship ties. Women often supplemented their low wages with

occasional prostitution, or, in the absence of employment, turned to prostitution as full-time work. 

Prostitution in Contemporary Societies 

by Elanor M. Miller 

In contemporary, technologically developed societies, the vast majority of acts of prostitution are carried out by

occasional prostitutes--that is, people who use it to supplement low incomes. Men and women who rely on prostitution as

their primary source of income (so-called professional prostitutes) typically have left their natal families in adolescence.

Without education or work skills, and often prevented from employment by child labor laws, such runaway children resort

to prostitution as their only means of survival. 

Some Western governments combine regulated prostitution with public-health measures to control venereal disease.

Otherwise, prostitution is illegal in most developed countries. Enforcement is left up to municipal authorities, who usually

direct their police efforts against the most visible practitioners of prostitution, treating them as a public nuisance.

Customers of prostitutes are rarely arrested, and although pandering is also illegal, most pimps (men who "protect"

prostitutes and live off their earnings) are not subject to arrest because they infrequently engage in acts of procurement. 

Drug addiction is prevalent among prostitutes, as are a variety of chronic and infectious diseases not related to venereal

disease. Recent concern about the spread of AIDS has stimulated public-health efforts to control venereal disease among

prostitutes. Present efforts consist of educational campaigns that stress the advisability of using condoms to help stem

infectious venereal diseases, especially AIDS. 

Sexual Biology 

by Richard A. Posner 

"The Lesson of the Swedish experience is that the movement toward sexual permissiveness-the sexual revolution of the

twentieth century-has been due ultimately to women. Not because their political power has grown, though it has, but

probably as consequence rather than cause of their changing social and economic status, and not because ( a persistent

masculine myth and fear) women are more fiercely sexual than men (the opposite appears to be the case if by "sexual" we

mean having a strong appetite for sex), but because traditional sexual morality is founded on women's dependence upon

men. As that dependence lessens, the traditional morality weakens. The function of that morality is to protect the male's

interest in warranted confidence that his children really are his biological issue. Women will cooperate in securing that

interest only if they are compensated for doing so, as they were when they needed the protection of men in order to have

children and when careers not involving children were closed to them. Women need and receive less male protection as

their childbearing role diminishes and their market opportunities grow." --Sex and Reason by Richard A. Posner, Harvard

University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts & London, England, 1992, ISBN 0-674-80279--9. And from the

Conclusion: 

"...a handful of social variables, such as sex ratio, the degree of urbanization, and, above all, the occupational pattern and

economic dependence of women-and all these variables are interrelated-explain much of the variation in, and many of the

puzzles and peculiarities of, human sexual behavior and customs, ancient and modern, Western and non-Western, though

not all." 

In part these conditions affect sexuality through their effect on the type of marriage-whether companionate or

noncompanionate, a distinction emphasized throughout this study-that is dominant in a society. Companionate marriage,

the normal form in Western nations today, is, we recall, marriage in which the husband and wife are best friends, social

and emotional intimates, close companions. The older form of marriage, noncompanionate marriage, is marriage in which

the husband provides the wife with occasional insemination and financial support in exchange for her pledge of sexual

fidelity, but there is no expectation of an intimate bond. I have emphasized that there are important sexual diferences

between companionate and noncompanionate marriage. Let me recall just one here. In noncompanionate marriage, since

the spouses are virtual strangers in an emotional sense, extramarital sex is a close substitute for marital sex. So we can

expect the husband to patronize concubines and prostitutes, and the wife to be susceptible to the blandishments of

lovers--except that this means that the husband will have an incentive to sequester her, as in ancient Geece and modern

Saudi Arabia. In companionate marriage, marital sex acquires the additonal function of cementing the marital relationship.

Extramarital sex therefore becomes a poorer substitute, and consequently there is less adultery by the husband, and less

need to sequester the wife to prevent her from commiting adultery. My single most audacious claim is that the sexual

difference between companionate and noncompanionate marriage furnish the key to understanding the evolution of sexual

morality from the ancient Greeks to the modern Sweden, though the ultimate causal factor in that evolution is the changing

occupational roles of women, for it is those roles that determine whether the dominant (or at least most valued) form of

marriage in a society will be companionate or nocompanionate marriage. 

The acred rostitute 

Eternal Aspect of the Feminine 

by Nancy Qualls-Corbett 

ISBN 0-919123-31-7 

This is the best book I (Angela Kahealani) have found which describes the aspect of the feminine which is missing in the

20th and 21st century society. Patriarchy takes it's toll on both men and women. 

The history of the Sacred Prostitute and her true ritual function, also known as the Lily, the flower, the vestle virgin, is

explored in Richard Gardner's: "The Bloodline, Starfire & The Anunnaki" . 
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