Comparative table: ECPRD Request 965 - Transposition of provisions of the Lisbon Treaty concerning national Parliaments into national legislation
Summary prepared by the European Parliament, Directorate for Relations with National Parliaments

Brussels, 10 June 2008
	Member State
	Engagement in the work on transposition of Lisbon Treaty
	Scope and progress of the work
	Additional strengthening of the national Parliaments' (NPs) role in relation to the Government 
	Constitution change  in connection with enforcement of Lisbon Treaty

	AUSTRIA-PARLAMENT - NATIONALRAT and BUNDESRAT
	At the moment the Parliament is still engaged in preparing the transposition of the provisions of Lisbon Treaty. 

	N/A
	N/A
	It is envisaged that there will be some changes in the Rules of Procedure of the National Council and maybe also in the Constitution.

	BELGIUM-CHAMBRE DES REPRESENTANTS
	The House of Representatives is creating a special division (analysis department) with the aim to control the subsidiarity and proportionality principle. This division will have the task to make an impact assessment of a legislative proposal on the Belgian political system and will prepare a draft opinion on subsidiarity which will then be discussed in the competent standing committee.

Moreover, between the federal assemblies and the regional assemblies, a cooperation agreement is in negotiation in order to implement within the Belgian parliamentary system, the Protocol on subsidiarity and proportionality in the Treaty of Lisbon. 
	The analysis division will be functional as soon as the treaty is in force.

The before mentioned cooperation agreement will be concluded before June 2008, in order to allow the regional parliaments to approve it at the moment that they will approve also the treaty.


	The change will be especially of political order: the parliamentarians will pay much more attention to the European decision making due to this structural parliamentary improvement.


	No



	BELGIUM - 

SENAT
	The Senate has substantially increased its European Affairs Department since 2006. Currently, there are 6 people working on European matters. Of this, 3 people are specialized in the follow-up of the subsidiarity and proportionality principle. 


	The European Affairs Department is fully operational since the beginning of 2007. After a test period, the Senate works as if the Treaty of Lisbon was already in force.


	The change will be in the first place of a political nature: the Senators will have to become more aware of the importance of the European institutions and decision making process. The European Affairs Department will have to play a pro-active role in this, giving all the information needed to the Senators in order to help to let them play their role in Europe.
	Although the Belgian ‘Conseil d’Etat’ suggested some changes in its advice given when evaluating the draft law on the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty, no changes are expected to be made.



	CYPRUS -
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
	The Treaty of Lisbon is still under discussion and consideration at committee stage (House Standing Committees on European Affairs and on Foreign Affairs).

	N/A
	Due to the presidential system of government in the <<Republic> of <Cyprus>>, providing for a clear separation of powers, the role of the House of Representatives is expected to be reinforced in a considerable way under the Treaty of Lisbon, since the presidential system does not allow the House to impose or prompt opinions to the government. 

The Committee on European Affairs and other competent committees as the case may be, will continue their contacts with the executive, in order to keep up with draft legislation and to give their opinion to the Government, prior to the relevant discussion at the Council of Ministers’ level. 
	In 2006 the House of Representatives proceeded with the addition of article 1(a) in the Constitution of the <<Republic> of <Cyprus>>, providing for the superiority of community actions of legislative content over the constitutional provisions and, therefore, any amendments related with the coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty are not considered necessary. 

	ESTONIA-RIIGIKOGU
	The discussions have started but there are no conclusions yet. 


	N/A
	The MPs have stressed the strengthening the role played by the NP, but there are no real results/initiatives yet.
	No. 



	FINLAND-EDUSKUNTA
	Amendments to articles 30 and 32 of the Eduskunta's Rules of Procedure have been drafted and will be introduced in the plenary. These provisions do not transpose the Treaty, but only provide the necessary procedural rules. 


	A proposed amendment of the Eduskunta's Rules of Procedure to take into account the Lisbon Treaty will be submitted to the plenary in the next few days. The procedure should be completed before the summer recess, or in the beginning of the autumn session. 
	The Eduskunta is of the opinion that the Lisbon Treaty does not increase its powers. A procedure for the yellow/orange card mechanism will be introduced, as it is required by the Treaty, but the Eduskunta assumes that it will seldom be applied. The existing national scrutiny procedure will continue to apply.
	No.



	FRANCE-ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE
	Title XV of French constitution, devoted to the EU, was modified by the law no. 2008-103 of February 4, 2008 in order to allow the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty and to provide a constitutional base to the new prerogatives recognizing to the NPs. 

Two new articles were introduced: art 88-6 organises the subsidiarity control and art. 88-7 organises the exercise of parliamentary right of veto to the simplified revisions and extends it to European measures related to the family law.
 These articles are however suspended till the coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty.
	The new procedures will have to be defined in the Rules of the Assembly which will be modified before the entry into force of the treaty (i.e. in the second half of 2008). 
	Direct transmission of the European documents to the NPs, in particular in the matters where the right to information and evaluation is recognised, should not modify the relations between the Assembly and the Government. Delegation for the EU of the French National Assembly examines the Community documents which are submitted to it by the Government (compulsory for those relevant to French legislation, optionally for the others). 
	The Constitution has been modified.

	FRANCE -
SENAT
	In order to allow the French Parliament to implement the new competences of the NPs in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty, the French Constitution was modified by a constitutional law of February 4, 2008.
	The new procedures will have to be defined in the Rules of the Assembly which will be modified in the second half of 2008. 
	N/A
	The Constitution has been modified.

	GERMANY- BUNDESTAG and BUNDESRAT 
	The Bundestag had already passed the Treaty of Lisbon by considerably more than the required two-thirds majority on 24 April 2008. 

The Bundesrat passed the Treaty of Lisbon by a large majority as expected on 23 May 2008 with only the city-state of Berlin abstaining.

	The vote in the Bundesrat is the final legislative hurdle facing the treaty, which now goes to President Horst Koehler for signature.

	The constitutional amendment and the accompanying law substantially change the new participation rights of Bundestag and Bundesrat in relation to the Government, which are already entitled to them at European level in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty. Beyond this the German Parliament's rights are not substantially strengthened. Nevertheless, it is important to stress that the Parliament's rights have been already substantially strengthened as a result of the ratification of the EU Constitutional Treaty in 2005.
	The Constitution has been amended.

	GREECE -
VOULI TON ELLINON
	The transposition of the Lisbon Treaty will take place quite soon as the respective bill is actually under elaboration by the Parliament. The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty will require amendments to the Standing Orders of the House so that the provisions on the new role of the NP may come into effect. To this aim a special committee on the amendment of the Standing Orders has been established and within the next months the amended provisions will be published. 
	See reply to the previous question.
	It may be stated with certainly that the new role of the Hellenic Parliament will be strengthened with regard to the Government.
	According to the Greek legal order no amendment of the Greek Constitution is required as result of the transposition of Lisbon Treaty.



	IRELAND -
HOUSES OF THE OIREACHTAS
	The 28 Amendment to the Constitution Bill (the bill to ratify the Treaty of Lisbon) is currently before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The bill proposes to ratify the whole text of the Treaty; there is no separate consideration of specific provisions of the Treaty. 


	The Bill has been passed by the lower house (Dáil Éireann) and is currently at the second stage in the upper house (Seanad Éireann). It must be passed before the referendum to be held on June 12th. 

The Bill must also be approved by a referendum on June 12th in order for the Treaty to be ratified.
	The 28 Amendment to the Constitution would amend Article 29.4 of the Constitution of Ireland.  The new subsection 14° provides for an enhanced role for the Houses of the Oireachtas in respect to the use of the general and specific passereles provisions in Lisbon Treaty. 
The requirement to seek the positive endorsement of the Houses of the Oireachtas supplements the Treaty provisions, which allow for a negative veto by any NP in the case of the general passerelle.
	Yes, provided the referendum on June 12th is passed. The Constitution would be amended by the 28th Amendment to the Constitution. 

	ITALY- 
CAMERA DEI DEPUTATI and  SENATO DELLA REPUBBLICA
	The Parliament has not started the discussion regarding the transposition yet. 


	During the past term, bill concerning the full transposition of the rules of Lisbon Treaty has been introduced on 17th January 2008 (Senate Bill n. 1956). 

Because of the term expiration, the discussion did not begin yet. 
	The Italian Parliament has increased its activities regarding the discussion and implementation of EU legislation during last years.
 In 1996 the Chamber of Deputies has established a Committee for EU Policies.

 In 2003 the Senate amended its Rules and appointed the 14th Standing Committee for EU Policies. Moreover, every year the Italian Parliament adopts a "Community Act" for the implementation of EU legislation. 
	No Constitution modification has occurred when the previous European treaties has been implemented. 



	POLAND - 

SEJM
	The Polish parliament has started debate on modification of Polish law which will transpose the provisions of the Lisbon Treaty concerning NPs to the national legal system. These changes will probably affect the rules of procedure of the Sejm and the Act on Cooperation between the Government and Parliament in matters related to Poland’s membership in the EU. 
	N/A
	It has been suggested, among other things, that the position of the NP in relation to the change in voting procedure (e.g. new Article 81 of the TEU, Article 3(2) of the Protocol No. 2) be binding on the Government.


	In Poland’s constitution there are no provisions governing directly the matters of Poland’s membership in the EU.

	PORTUGAL-ASSEMBLEIA DA REPUBLICA
	On 25 August 2006, the Assembly of the Republic passed Law No. 43/2006, on the monitoring, assessment and pronouncement by the Assembly of the Republic within the scope of the process of constructing the EU (Annex 1), which is already adapting the Portuguese Parliament to the new requirements and new possibilities opened up by the new Treaty, including an Art. 3 exclusively dedicated to the control of the principle of subsidiarity.
Furthermore, the European Affairs Committee of the Assembly of the Republic has approved a program in order to provide information and also general disclosure of facts about the Treaty of Lisbon.
	See reply to the previous question.
	The Treaty of Lisbon does indeed lay down a set of new provisions concerning the role of the NPs, not only in the body of the Treaty itself, but also in its two Protocols, thus widening the Parliaments’ possibilities for intervention.

In spite of these facts, the establishment of a cause/effect relationship with regard to the proportional increase of the real influence exerted by NPs in EU affairs will depend:

1. On the practice followed by each Parliament when applying the new possibilities mentioned in the Treaty ;

2. On the capacity of co-operation and exchange of information between the different Parliaments;

3. On the management that the European Commission shall develop, in relation to dialogue with NPs and the results thereof.
	It is not expected.

	ROMANIA-CAMERA DEPUTATILOR
	Romania has ratified the Lisbon Treaty on February 7, 2008, by way of Law no.13/2008. 
Nevertheless, there has not been developed any recent procedure for transposing the Lisbon Treaty provisions into internal law. 
The Standing Orders of the Chamber of Deputies have not been amended in the light of the Lisbon Treaty, the parliamentary scrutiny competencies being governed by the ordinary rules of procedure. On the other hand, we do not exclude such amendments in the future.
	N/A
	According to art. 148 (5) of the Constitution of Romania, the Government will inform the two Chambers of the Parliament on the drafts of mandatory judicial acts before they are sent to the institutions of the EU. 
Also, according to the Government Decision no.115/2008 (concerning the establishment of the national coordination system of European affairs in view of Romania’s participation to the EU decision-making process) the negotiation position will be first submitted to the Parliament of Romania for proposals and observations and then adopted by the Government by way of a general mandate, provided that the European draft legislation is of major importance or concerns a range of sectorial areas. 
	  Not yet. 



	ROMANIA -
SENAT
	At present, the Senate is not engaged in the transposition of the provisions of the Lisbon Treaty regarding the new competencies of the NPs into the national legislation.


	N/A
	After long consultations between representatives of the Parliament and those of the Government, a draft law on the cooperation between the Parliament and the Government on European Affairs, initiated by the Government, will soon be submitted to the Parliament in order to enter the legislative procedure. After the adoption of the law, the Standing Orders of the Commission for European Affairs and, possibly the Regulations for the joint meetings of the Senate and Chamber of Deputies will be modified. 


	The modification of the Constitution of Romania in 2003 introduced regulations necessary to the good functioning of the state authorities regarding the participation to the EU. Thus, the procedure, according to the already mentioned art. 148 (5) of the Constitution of Romania, will allow the Parliament to express its point of view taking into account the priority of the Community law and the necessity to harmonize the national legislation to it. 

	SLOVAKIA-NATIONAL COUNCIL
	The official discussion on the particular impacts of the Lisbon Treaty on the National Council of the Slovak Republic did not start so far. However, we expect that in the near future an analysis will be elaborated in order to determine whether any changes of the Slovak legislation will be necessary. 


	See the response to the first question.

	The National Council of the Slovak Republic already exercises a strong role towards the Government, since it has the power to approve a mandate for the member of Government before each Council of Ministers meeting. The already mentioned analysis will show if there is further strengthening of the role of the Parliament towards the Government.  
	See the response to the first question.


	SPAIN -
CONGRESO DE LOS DIPUTADOS
	The ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon has not yet been authorised by the Spanish Parliament. This is due to the dissolution of Parliament on 15th January. The new Parliament was convened again on 1st April after the General Elections.


	The bill for the authorisation of the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty was tabled by Government only on 30th April 2008. The authorisation will have to be granted before any of the provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon are implemented.
	Some changes might be introduced to the Act on the Joint EU Committee. That is in accordance with the recommendations made by a parliamentary report on the early warning mechanism. These recommendations included a strengthening of the role of the Joint EU Committee in relation to scrutiny of European initiatives.
	It is unlikely that the Constitution will be modified in the near future.

	SWEDEN -RIKSDAG
	The Riksdag is not yet engaged in this work, but is expected to be this fall in conjunction with the handling of the Government’s bill on the Lisbon Treaty. Possible changes in the work procedures of the Riksdag will be dealt with in this context.
	N/A
	The Riksdag does not expect that any changes will be made on this matter as a consequence of the Lisbon Treaty.

However, one may pay attention to the fact that the Riksdag on 7 December 2006 adopted a new set of regulations in regard to the Riksdag’s handling of EU-issues. Already today, the Riksdag’s standing legislative committees’ scrutiny involves subsidiarity control. It may also be noted that the Government is obliged to consult with the Riksdag’s advisory Committee on EU-Affairs regarding the conduct of negotiations in the Council of the EU prior to decisions in the Council.
	No. The Government has concluded that there are no constitutional obstacles for Sweden to ratify the Lisbon Treaty.
The Lisbon Treaty may however result in certain changes in e.g. the Riksdag’s Rules of Procedure. 

	UNITED KINGDOM-
HOUSE OF COMMONS
	The European Union Bill 48 to authorise the Lisbon Treaty was introduced in the House of Commons in December 2007 and received its Second Reading in January 2008.  The Bill makes provision for Parliament to be involved in the Ordinary and Simplified Revision Procedures. However, it does not provide for Parliament’s role in the subsidiarity “yellow card” early warning system, as this is not necessary for ratification of the Treaty. Parliament will decide on any new scrutiny mechanisms and changes will be made to the Standing Orders of the Select and/or Standing Committees in both Houses as necessary.  
	The European Union Bill 48 is currently in Committee stage in the House of Lords, where it is timetabled to be debated on 6, 12, 14 and 20 May.  

	For the Ordinary Revision Procedure the Bill makes provision for the new role for NPs.  Clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill allow Parliament to control decisions on the use of the new Treaty revision provisions by mandating the Government to support a decision on the use of the new provisions only following parliamentary approval.


	According to the Government, the Lisbon Treaty gives rise to no new constitutional issues for the UK.  However, some MPs have argued that the Treaty changes the UK’s constitutional relationship with the EC/EU.  
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