Research and information for Parliaments - 
new challenges, new opportunities

An ECPRD seminar focusing on research and analytical services in Parliaments is being hosted by the House of Commons and House of Lords Libraries in London on 17 and 18 September 2009.  In preparation for the seminar, a comparative request (No.1200) was sent out on 3 April 2009. This paper summarises the responses received but does not provide the full detail in them. This can be found in each chamber’s response available on the ECPRD website.  In many cases, the responses include examples of the products and services provided by different chambers, organisation charts and other material; links to online material; and so on.

This paper draws on two earlier ECPRD sources: the responses to the questionnaire circulated in connection with the ECPRD seminar Parliamentary Libraries – Sharing knowledge = partager le savoir = Wissen gemeinsam nutzen  held in Vienna on 29 and 30 May 2008; and the 2002 study Knowledge and power: the essential connection between research and the work of the legislature compiled by Bill Robinson.    Both are available on the ECPRD website (www.ecprd.org).
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Replies to the seminar questionnaire were received from:
Armenia 


National Assembly

Austria



Nationalrat and Bundesrat

Belgium


Chambre des Representants 





Sénat

Bosnia-Herzegovina

House of Representatives 

Bulgaria


National Assembly

Canada


House of Commons

Council of Europe

Parliamentary Assembly

Croatia



Hrvatski Sabor

Czech Republic

Chamber of Deputies and Senate
Denmark


Folketinget

Estonia


Riigikogu

European Parliament



Finland


Eduskunta

Former Yugoslav Republic

of Macedonia


Assembly

France



Assemblée Nationale





Sénat

Georgia


Parliament

Germany


Bundesrat





Bundestag

Greece


Vouli ton Ellinon

Hungary


National Assembly

Ireland



Houses of the Oireachtas (Seanad and Dail)
Israel



Knesset

Italy



Camera dei Deputati





Senato della Republica

Lithuania


Seimas

Luxembourg


Chambre des Deputés

Netherlands


Tweede Kamer

Norway


Stortinget

Poland



Sejm





Senate

Portugal


Assembleia da Republica

Romania


Camera Deputatilor

Russia



Federation Council
Serbia



National Assembly

Slovakia


National Council

Slovenia


Državni Zbor

Spain



Congress of Deputies





Senate

Sweden


Riksdag

Switzerland


Assemblée Federale
 
Turkey



Grand National Assembly

United Kingdom

House of Lords





House of Commons

USA



House of Representatives





Senate 
Some of the services reported work for both chambers in bicameral systems. To date, therefore, replies have been received in respect of 52 chambers.
1. Overall provision of research and analytical services for Members of Parliament and/or committees  
	Country/Chamber
	Research/

Analytical

service?
	Name of service
	Date

established
	Relationship with Library etc

	Armenia

National Assembly
	Yes
	Information Providing Division
	2002
	Information Providing Division and Library are subdivisions of the Information Department and cooperate closely. 



	Austria
National Council and Federal Council 
	No
	
	
	The library (11 staff) and media documentation mainly provide reference material.   Within the parliamentary administration are some 50 staff with academic degrees, mainly lawyers, and a similarly sized group working as experts in the five parliamentary groups.


	Belgium

House of Representatives
	Yes
	Legal Service
	1999
	No direct relationship, but staff often use hard copy and online information provided by Library.



	
	
	Documentation and Archives Service 
	1964
	No direct relationship, but staff often use hard copy and online information provided by Library.



	Belgium
Senate
	Yes
	Office of Evaluation of Legislation
	2000
	No direct relationship; occasionally Library is asked to provide some specific information.


	Bosnia & Herzegovina
House of Representatives and House of Peoples

	Yes
	Research Section
	2006
	Works closely with the Library

	Bulgaria

National Assembly
	Yes
	Unit for Parliamentary Research and Analysis 


	2006
	Unit is part of the Parliamentary Library and Research Department and works closely with librarians.

Experts and advisers attached to Committees also carry out analytical work.



	Canada

House of Commons and Senate


	Yes
	Parliamentary Information and Research Service (PIRS)


	1965 (as Research Branch)
	PIRS is a service branch of the Library of Parliament.

	Council of Europe

Parliamentary Assembly
	Not as such – but Secretariat undertakes limited services by sector 
	Research and Documentation Unit
	1999
	The PACE Research and Documentation Unit itself is supported by common systems and databases and works closely with the CoE Information Life Cycle Division which is responsible for CoE archives and, since the closing of the CoE library in 2007, for the remaining library collections.  Staff working for Assembly Committees carry out subject-based research. 



	
	
	Research Division & Library (Registry of European Court of Human Rights)


	2000
	In certain cases, research questions by the Assembly and its members may be submitted to the library of the European Court of Human Rights.



	Croatia
Hravtski Sabor
	No
	
	
	To support their parliamentary duties, Members of Parliament and Committees obtain information of a specialised nature, on particular subjects mainly from the Parliamentary Library and the Information and Documentation Service, which provides information on various topics to do with Parliament’s work.



	Czech Republic
Chamber of Deputies and Senate

	Yes
	Parliamentary Institute
	1990 (as part of Czechoslovak federal assembly);1993 as part of office of Chamber of Deputies
	Both Library and Parliamentary Institute are Departments of the Office of the Chamber of Deputies. Analysts are customers of Library services.  




	Denmark
Folketing

	No
	
	
	Updated, objective information for political work is obtained through the Library.  Party groups hire staff with suitable academic qualifications to carry out political analysis. On occasion the Legal Secretariat and Committee secretariats carry out legal analysis of questions of relevance to bills etc. The Folketing also employs an in-house economic consultant who prepares descriptive notes and summaries of economic analyses and other reports of socio-economic importance to standing committees and MPs. It also employs an in-house EU consultant who prepares notes and summaries on EU legal issues. Danish MPs also obtain information through questions posed to the Government.


	Estonia
Riigikogu
	Yes
	Research Department
	1995 as Dept of Economic and Social Information; merged with Legal Dept in  2009. 

	Separate from Library services which are provided by the National Library and its Centre of Information Services for MPs.

	European Parliament
	Yes
	Library
	1951
	The analytical service within the Library started in a pilot phase in June 2008; coverage of all committee subject areas is planned for September 2009.



	
	
	Policy Departments (research for committees)


	2004 in current format
	Functional cooperation with Library, which provides information and bibliographic search tools and training in use of search tools.

	Finland
Eduskunta
	Yes
	Research Service
	1956
	The Research Service and the Library of Parliament are both sub-units of the Information and Communication Department (along with the Parliament Information Office).

 


	Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Assembly


	Yes
	Research, Analysis, Library and Documentation Department


	1997 (as Research and Analysis Department)
	The Library is one of the five units in the Department of Research, Analysis, Library and Documentation. 




	France

Assemblée Nationale


	No
	
	
	A research and documentation service set up in the mid 1970s and closed in the early 2000s.  A substantial reorganisation of legislative services started in 2006 and provides committee secretariats and a division responsible for scrutiny and research.  In January 2009, the Library and Archives services merged.  



	France

Sénat

	No
	
	
	Each Standing Committee has a secretariat comprising an information and documentation service, and the Senate has specialist services responsible for legal research and studies of comparative legislation; and for economic research.  The Regional Affairs Service produces briefings on local authorities at the request of Senators, who can also request documentation from the Library.

 

	Georgia
Parliament


	Yes
	Research Department
	1995
	The Library of Parliament is part of the Research Department.


	Germany

Bundesrat
	No
	
	
	Dossiers etc for the Bundesrat President and members participating in international parliamentary meetings are prepared by the division ‘Parliamentary Relations, Praesidium Office’, with the support of committee offices when needed. The Library provides access to printed and electronic sources.

 

	Germany

Bundestag
	Yes
	Research Services 
	1949; established as independent organisational unit in 1964


	The Library is part of a separate directorate. The Research Services  cooperate with the library and Hotline W ( a central information hotline), and with the Federal Statistical Office, to compile dossiers. These dossiers are made available to Members at the beginning of each sitting week on the Bundestag's intranet and include reports and analyses, literature tips, internet links, parliamentary material and press articles on current political topics, in particular concerning those topics to be discussed during parliament's "core-time debate".


	Greece

Hellenic Parliament
	Yes


	Scientific Service – Directorate of Studies
	1988
	Separate from Library.

	Hungary

Parliament
	Yes
	Research Service
	2004
	Part of the Library Department.  The know how and structure of the Research Service was developed in the framework of the Information Service for MPs – see below. 


	
	
	Committee secretariats
	-
	Organisationally separate but there are good relations between committee and Library/research service staff.


	
	
	Information Centre for MPs


	1991
	Organisationally separate but Information Centre is co-located with the Library’s information services for MPs.   

	
	
	Office for Foreign Relations


	1991
	Organisationally separate

	Ireland
Houses of the Oireachtas
	Yes
	Oireachtas Library and Research Service
	2006 

	The Oireachtas Library was established in 1924.  It was expanded to include research / analytical services in 2006 and renamed Oireachtas Library & Research Service.


	Israel
Knesset
	Yes
	Research and Information Center

	2000
	The Director of the RIC is also responsible for the Library which provides the researchers with the literature and databases they require.


	Italy

Camera dei Deputati
	Yes
	Research Department


	1947; 1976 in current form
	No direct relationship, though Research Department staff use information provided by the Library. 

	
	
	Biblioteca (Library)
	1848
	

	
	
	State Budget Department
	1989
	Informal contact.

	
	
	Department for Relations with the European Union


	2000
	Cooperation on an ad hoc basis.

	
	
	Parliamentary Control Service
	2000
	No direct relationship.


	Italy
Senato della Repubblica

	Yes
	Servizio Studi
	1960
	No direct relationship, though the department does ask the Library for information. 

	Lithuania
Seimas


	Yes
	Parliamentary Research Department

	1990
	One of the units of the Parliamentary Research Department is a Bibliographic Information Unit with a small Reading Room located in one of the parliamentary buildings. This unit also functions as a liaison office for relations with the National Library which is located close to the parliament. The Office of the Parliament and the National Library have cooperation arrangements that allow users inside the parliament to order books (or other material) from the National Library and to retrieve them delivered to the Reading Room.


	Luxembourg
Parliament

	No
	
	
	Parliamentarians and members of Committees can refer to the Information Management Service or the Committee Service, whose professionally qualified staff (librarians and documentalists, archivists and lawyers) are always available to help them in their research.  The Parliament also has a Library.

	Netherlands
Tweede Kamer
	Yes
	Departments of Committee Support 

	na
	There is no direct link with the Library, but the Departments of Committee Support use the services of the Department of Information Services on a regular basis. 

	Norway
Stortinget

	Yes
	The Storting’s Research Service
	1999
	The Research Service and the Library are two separate sections of the same department, but they work together very closely. By and large, reference requests are dealt with by the Library, whereas the Research Service provides professional assistance (background information, analysis, consultation and discussion) on topical issues. The Library and the Research Service are supported by the parliamentary intranet and the request database (Research Service). The Library assists the staff of the Research Service on request by searching for and compiling information from different sources. 




	Poland
Sejm

	Yes
	Bureau of Research of the Chancellery of the Sejm

	1991 (reorganised in 2006)
	The Bureau has its own library. There is no direct relationship between the Bureau and the (main) Sejm Library. Analysts use information provided on electronic databases (intranet – parliamentary databases: REX, SUE and commercial databases).



	Poland

Senate

	Yes
	Senate analysis and Documentation Office


	1990
	The Library is a part of the Sejm administration.  It offers its services to both chambers, but research on a limited basis.

	
	
	International and European Affairs Office


	2006
	

	
	
	Committee experts

	1989
	No direct relationship.

	Portugal
Assembleia da Republica


	No
	
	
	The research or analytical work is provided by the Directorate of Information and Documentation Services, which includes the following units: Legislative and Parliamentary Information Division; Library; Parliamentary Historical Archive and Publications Division.

	Romania
Chamber of Deputies

	Yes
	Directorate for Studies and Legislative Documentation

	1996
	The Library is one of three services of the Directorate.

	Russia
Federation Council
	Yes

	Analytical Department
	1996 (1994 as Analytical Centre)

	No direct relationship, though Analytical Department staff use information provided by the Library, especially on the Parliamentary Intranet. 

	Serbia
National Assembly
	Yes
	Information and Reference Section

	2007
	The Library and the Information and Reference Section are two subdivisions of the Library and Information Service Department.


	Slovak Republic
National Council


	Yes
	Parliamentary Institute – Department for analyses, education and parliamentary research

	1996
	The Library is also a department of the Parliamentary Institute.

	Slovenia
Državni Zbor (National Assembly)


	Yes
	Research Section
	1998
	The Research Section is one of the two sections making up the Research and Documentation Division (the other one is the Documentation and Library Section). On request, the Documentation and Library Section provides data, extracts from databases, books and other referential material needed to draw up a research paper.



	Spain

Congress of Deputies


	Yes
	Directorate of Studies, Analysis and Publications


	2008 in current form (previously Directorate of Research and Documentation)


	The Library, Documentation and Archive Departments are part of a separate Directorate of Documentation.   

	Spain

Senate

	Yes
	Research Directorate (Dirección de Estudios)

	1986
	The Library is part of the separate Documentation Directorate.

	Sweden

Riksdag

	Yes
	Riksdagens utredningstjänst (Research Service)


	1955
	The Research Service is an independent department within the Secretariat of the Chamber; the Library is organisationally separate as part of the Communications Division. On an ad hoc basis the Library supports the Research Service in the work with assignments from Members, party secretariats or other. The Library also continuously provides information on current publications, databases etc.




	Switzerland
Parliament

	Yes
	Documentation Service
	1972
	The Library is managed by the Documentation Service.  They work in close collaboration.



	Turkey
Grand National Assembly
	Yes
	Directorate of Research Center
	1982 (as Research Section of Library); restructured in 2006.
	Organisationally separate, but the Library and the Research Center cooperate in providing appropriate information to MPs. Researchers use the collection of the Library in addition to the reference libraries of each section in the Research Center. There is no special service from the Library with a view to facilitating research for the Research Center. Clarity has not been achieved yet between the roles of Library and Research Center in providing services. For example, reference services which normally should be provided by the Library are sometimes performed by the Research Center. 



	United Kingdom
House of Lords

	Yes
	House of Lords Library Research Service
	
	The Research Service is part of the Library, works closely with colleagues providing reference and reader services to Members, and uses the same Library systems.  Research products are issued under the ‘Library’ brand.


	United Kingdom

House of Commons


	Yes
	House of Commons Library – Research Service


	1946
	The research service and Library services for MPs are closely integrated, with research outputs under a “Library” brand.  Library and research services are supported by common systems such as a single parliamentary database. 



	
	
	Specialist support to Select Committees
	1979
	No direct relationship, though Committee staff use information provided by the Library, especially on the Parliamentary Intranet. There are extensive informal links at staff level.



	
	
	Parliamentary Office of Science & Technology


	1989
	No direct relationship, though POST staff use information provided by the Library. 

	United States of America
House of Representatives and Senate
	Yes
	Congressional Research Service

	1914
	The CRS is a division of the Library of Congress. CRS employees have the same access to Library materials as other Library employees. CRS has access to all of the Library’s commercial database subscriptions as well as additional subscriptions of its own.




2. Research and analytical services – staff, structure and services 
	Country/Chamber
	Name of service
	Staff
	Structure
	Services

	Armenia

National Assembly
	Information Providing Division
	18 total:
7 researchers

5 librarians

3 archivists


	No sub-divisions
	Mainly information concerning current legislative work.
347 requests answered in 2008.

	Belgium

House of Representatives
	Legal Service
	6 lawyers
1 documentalist

1 secretary


	No sub-divisions
	Written briefings for Speaker, committees and others.  (c300-400 per annum).

Occasional brochures on topics of parliamentary interest.


	
	Documentation and Archives Service 
	17 total:
3 lawyers

2 translators

1 archivist

3 librarians

4 secretaries

4 office clerks


	No sub-divisions
	Documentation:
· Research and reference work on national legislation

· Preparation of Members’ biographies

· Preparation of the annual report
Information management
· Analysis of committee reports and proceedings (committee and plenary sessions) and input of data into the Parolis database

· Cataloguing of legislative files prior to 1988
Archives
· Conservation and storage of parliamentary documents.




	Belgium

Senate
	Office of Evaluation of Legislation
	5 lawyers
1 secretary


	No sub-divisions
	· Linguistic and legal analysis of bills tabled in committees

· Examine legal questions submitted by committees

· Written analysis of relevant jurisprudence of the Constitutional Court.

· Examine draft European legislative acts (compliance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality – does the draft act concern matters belonging to the competences of the federal state or to those of the communities and regions?).

176 papers produced in 2008

	Bosnia & Herzegovina

House of Representatives and House of Peoples

	Research Section
	4 total:
1 economist

1 journalist

1 linguist

1 assistant
	No sub-divisions
	· Responses in writing (13 in 2008) and orally to questions from MPs
· Summaries or surveys of foreign national legislation/regulation (24 in 2008)
· Short research papers and reports on legislation, parliamentary procedures and other issues
· Replies to ECPRD requests


	Bulgaria

National Assembly
	Unit for Parliamentary Research and Analysis 


	3 full-time equivalent
	No sub-divisions
	· Short research papers and reports, chiefly on political processes and events

· Monitoring and briefing on current events of political importance

· Round tables, conferences on current issues

· Summaries of foreign national legislation in a given field – produced by interns (university students in law, international relations)
7 research papers/reports; 4 round tables; 9 summaries of foreign legislation; plus shorter replies and briefings per annum.



	Canada

House of Commons and Senate


	Parliamentary Information and Research Service (PIRS)


	152 total:
87 analysts
48 librarians and technicians
	Industry, infrastructure & resources
· Industry, innovation & infrastructure

· Resources & Environment

International Affairs, Trade & Finance

· Government Finance

· International Affairs & Defence

· Macroeconomics

Legal & Legislative Affairs

· Constitutional & Parliamentary Affairs

· Legal Affairs

· Scrutiny of Regulations

Reference & Strategic Analysis

· Branches and Reading Rooms

· Central Enquiries

· Strategic Analysis

Social Affairs

· Human Resources Development

· Social, Health & Cultural Affairs


	Non-partisan research and analysis services on a wide range of topics and issues.
Central enquiries services where requests for information from parliamentarians and the public are processed.

While reference and research requests remain confidential, PIRS does offer a Research Publications Program. 

In 2007-2008: 

Research, Analysis, Information and Reference Services 
Research, analysis and consultation for Parliamentarians – 3,368 completed assignments 

Support to Parliamentary Committees – 63,699 hours dedicated 

Support to Associations, delegations and other Parliamentary Groups – 5,829 hours 

Reference Requests from Parliamentarians – 22,701 

Support to Parliamentarians in Explaining the Work of Parliament to Canadians 
Inquiries and Publications – 43 836 inquiries, 399 509 publications distributed.




	Council of Europe

Parliamentary Assembly
	Research and Documentation Unit


	1 Head of Unit.

About 5 staff of each Committee, of whom about 30 carry out research in drafting of Committee reports.


	No sub-divisions
	· Briefs and documentation on a wide range of subjects, updated according to demand. These are held electronically but can be printed on request
· Research and replies to requests for information and documentation, often in relation to a specific member country or individual members.



	
	Research Division & Library (Registry of European Court of Human Rights)


	About 12 staff, incl. 4 specialist legal experts

3 assistant legal experts

1 documentalist

4 librarians 


	
	· Studies on the Court’s jurisprudence, international law, national law or comparative law in respect of outstanding judgements

· Studies on the jurisprudence of the Court in various fields in particular to other departments of the COE
· (Library) bibliographies primarily for judges and legal experts plus others

	Czech Republic

Chamber of Deputies and Senate


	Parliamentary Institute
	30 total

	· General Analysis (9 staff)
· European Affairs (9 staff)

· Communication & Education ( 9 staff)


	· Responses to requests from Parliamentarians
· Background information materials (comparative analysis etc)

· Outline of documents of CFSP

· Regular reviews of EU dossiers

· Checking compatibility of statutory proposals with EU law 

679 requests in 2008.




	Estonia

Riigikogu
	Research Department
	15 total

	No sub-divisions
	· Information enquiries, i.e. provides brief answers, statistics, comparative research and analysis
· Legal opinion on the draft acts
· Commissioning of research and expert analysis  

· Answers to requests from other countries; 

· Fact-Sheets - a short publication which gives MPs and officials an introduction into the socially-important issues, surveys and facts;

· Economic and social indicators – the most important statistical data in Estonia and EU in graphical form (available only on the Intranet).



	European Parliament
	Library
	Budget (2009) for 13 posts and 10 contractors:

17 analysts

4 information specialists

2 support


	Four subject teams

	Library briefings for individual Members. These summarise published expert information to provide an overview of the key points. Normally be up to 5-7 pages and produced in a minimum of 10 working days. 



	
	Policy Departments (research for committees)


	Policy Dept of DG External Policies has 14 policy specialists and 8 assistants 
	
	· Support to the President of the Parliament through briefing notes, speaking points and oral briefings.
· Information notes and analytical documents for chairs and rapporteurs
· Support for preparation and running of delegation visits to third countries 
· Management of budgets for commissioned research
DG External Policies produced 378 internal notes, administered 80 external study projects and arranged 8 workshops in 2008.



	Finland

Eduskunta
	Research Service
	9 total
	No sub-divisions
	· Oral responses with background material (telephone and face to face)
· Responses in writing with background material
· Media monitoring service appr. 600 requests per year.
· Acquisition of fee-based online services to the Parliament's intranet
Oral + written responses total about 4,000 per annum.
Media monitoring about 600 requests per annum.


	Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Assembly


	Research, Analysis, Library and Documentation Department


	13 currently; 36 planned.
	· Unit for research and analysis (in cooperation with other Departments of the Assembly) and of the Staff

· Unit for research and analysis (in cooperation with and on request of other Departments of the Assembly) and of the Staff of other European Parliaments

· Public Relations and Statistical Information Unit

· Library Unit

· Documentation Unit
	· Providing legal acts and by-laws from foreign and domestic legislation
· Comparative analyses regarding certain laws or specific subjects
· Translation service

· Information and documentation for the needs of the Assembly
· Statistical data on Assembly sessions, processing of laws and the stages in which the laws are in procedure in the Assembly.

From May 2008-May 2009: 29 national legislation studies; 6 comparative studies; 10 responses to external bodies; 7 statistical reviews; 67 initial materials and translation; 4 reports on work of Assembly.


	Georgia

Parliament
	Research Department


	25 in total: lawyers, economists, scientists, foreign language specialists etc plus 3 librarians and 2 others
	· Office for information support of legislative process

· Library

· Archives
	· Answering MPs’ requests (about 150 per year).
· Consultation

· Information products on legislation and other topical issues (about 50 per year), eg Information Papers, Research Papers, Fact Sheets, Reports, Thematic Collections
· Library service; Archiving of documents


	Germany

Bundestag
	Research Services 
	About 100 staff in Directorate WD, of whom 65 are subject specialists.  Half of these are lawyers 

Parliamentary Law Research Section (PD) has 9 staff.


	Directorate WD – Research Services:
· History, Contemporary History and Politics

· Foreign Affairs, International Law, Economic Cooperation & Development, Defence, Human Rights and Humanitarian Aid 

· Constitutional Law and Public Administration

· Budget and Finance

· Economics and Technology, Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture, Tourism

· Labour and Social Affairs

· Civil, Penal and Procedural Law, Environmental Protection Law, Transport, Building and Urban Affairs

· Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety, Education and Research

· Health, Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

· Culture, Media and Sport

· European Affairs
· Parliamentary Law (part of Directorate PD)


	· Studies - of a particular question or topic area
· Overviews - short summaries of a topic or a subject area setting out essential information and facts
· Documentations - compilations of documents, eg parliamentary material, essays from books, press articles etc

· Information summaries - information provided orally, either in person or by telephone; a brief note is written

· Specialist contributions (Fachbeiträge) - texts for publications produced by the German Bundestag
· Draft speeches and contributions to speeches by the President or Vice-Presidents
· Proactive information (Aktive Informationen) -  The Topical Term (Der Aktuelle Begriff), Factsheet (Info-Brief) and "Europe" (Europa), which examine a particular topic in either a very short form or in a more extended form. 
Two to three thousand studies a year in total.



	Greece

Hellenic Parliament
	Scientific Service – Directorate of Studies


	23 total
	· Elaboration of Bills and Law Proposals
· Parliamentary Research and Studies
· Economy, Environment and Technology
· Documentation
· European Studies
· International and Strategic Studies
· Secretarial Department
· Section C on Scientific Supervision has not yet been created as was founded only in May 2009.


	· Reports on all Bills and law proposals submitted for discussion to the Parliament.
· Answers to questions from Presidents of the permanent parliamentary committees.

· Reports/ questionnaires from eg IPU, ECPRD
· Assistance to the scientific work of other parliamentary services
· Preparation of reports, answers submitted by the Bureau, Secretary General or the Speaker of the House
· Presentation of the Parliament’s role, organization and activities to foreign delegations, participation in missions abroad




	Hungary

Parliament
	Research Service
	7 total
	No sub-divisions
	· Research Papers on legislation + other topical issues (25-30  a year)

· Background materials for hearings for committee sessions (about 10 a year)
· Press/Media and Source Reviews on selected Bills and other topical issues (about 10 a year) 
· Chronologies on topical issues – occasionally

· Statistical profiles of parliamentary constituency on the library Intranet
· Confidential responses in writing to questions from MPs, typically a page or two long (about 50 a year)
· Responses to ECPRD enquiries (about 100 a year, in English)


	
	Committee secretariats
	1 or 2 advisors per committee (usually lawyers or economists)

	18 standing and 8 temporary committees
	Background papers for committee.

	
	Information Centre for MPs


	6 total (incl. 1 economist; 2 public administration experts; 1 IT expert)


	No sub-divisions
	Publications of activities of the Parliament (half-yearly, yearly and in every parliamentary cycle) – legislation, monitoring etc - and parliamentary statistics. 

	
	Office for Foreign Relations


	24 total
	· EU Department

· NATO Information Centre

· Protocol Department

· Bilateral counsellors


	· Proposals and background materials for bilateral and multilateral meetings

· Organisation of international programmes of the Parliament

· Provision of information about NATO to Parliamentarians

· Strategic plans on EU activity of National Assembly

Weekly electronic newsletter on latest developments in EU 

	Ireland

Houses of the Oireachtas
	Oireachtas Library and Research Service
	39 total (37.3 fte):
21 researchers

5 librarians

10 information assistants

3 senior managers


	· Four subject-based research teams (Law; Economics & Environmental Science); Social Science; Politics & Parliamentary Affairs)
· Multi-disciplinary team delivering research services to Committees

· Enquiry Handling/Reading Room

· Acquisitions & Documents Laid

· eServices
	· On-demand research for individual Members (about 2,000 per annum)
· Research for Committees – major and shorter papers; questions in context; weekly briefing papers; information packs; etc

· Legislative Analysis; Bills Digest and Debate Packs Service

· Spotlight Service – in depth research paper on a  single topic (8 per year from 2010)

· Social & Economics Indicators

· Constituency profiles

· Information skills training programme

· Expert seminars (pilot 2009) 

	Israel

Knesset
	Research and Information Center


	25 researchers
	Four subject teams
	Responses to short information request in the form of letters.
Other studies.

Between 17.4.06 and 1032.09, 1,232 studies prepared: 675 at request of Committees, 531 from Knesset members and 28 from Knesset  administrative units.




	Italy

Camera dei Deputati
	Research Department


	75 total:
20 supervisors

34 junior researchers/analysts

21 secretaries


	· Legislative and Parliamentary Observatory
· Institutional Area
· International and Defence
· Finance and Fiscal
· Economy, Market, Infrastructure & Environment Culture and Welfare 


	Main services include

· Dossiers and notes for legislative scrutiny, including information sheets with analysis of the act and the national and European legislative framework, and supporting documentation
· Quaderni (Notes): more complex studies and research
· Reports on the Chamber’s Activities (the so-called “parliament opening dossier”) on the principal legislative policies and institutional activities of the Chamber in the preceding parliamentary period.

The Research Department is also trialing and developing observatory activities that are being extended to areas other than the exclusively legislative sphere. In particular:

· Legislation observatory, analysing trends in legislation and produces a range of publications
· Electoral Data Observatory
· Public Finances Observatory
· Strategic Infrastructures Observatory: in collaboration with a number of research institutes it publishes “Strategic Infrastructures in Italy”
· Parliamentary International Political Observatory prepares a wide range of factsheets
The Research Department also provides written and oral responses to questions from MPs and their personal staff and some others.
In 2008: 266 dossiers on proposed Bills; 98 dossiers on Government Acts; 92 documentation and research dossier; 59 notes for Constitutional Affairs Committee; 38 notes for Legislation Committee; 5 notes on EU compatibility; 2 Factsheets; 555 pieces of research for Speaker, MPs and Parliamentary groups; 71 for others.


	
	Biblioteca (Library)
	See next column
	Bibliographical and Italian Legislation and Documentation Unit (8 staff)
Foreign Legislation Unit (9 staff) 

	Bibliographical research and documentation on Italian and comparative/EU law, including:
· Research in Italian political and legislative system (1,455 in 2008)

· Bibliographic dossiers

· Foreign legislation enquiries (1,148 in 2008-09)

· Summary guides in response to enquiries ( about 100 a year)

· Research Papers on legislation in force in major EU countries (13 in 2008-09)

· Short information notes on comparative law (7 in 2008-09) 

· Reviews and newsletters on parliamentary activity in other countries



	
	State Budget Department
	21 total:
4 senior

11 research assistants

6 secretaries


	Unit for the Assessment of the Costs of Bills and Amendments
Unit for the Analysis of Trends in Public Finance Components


	· Bill Cost Papers (verification) on Bills to which a technical report is attached
· Financial Analysis Papers on bills not accompanied by a technical report

· Dossiers on Finance Bill and related measures

· Brief notes in response to questions from MPs

166 dossiers in 2007l 99 in 2008 (election year).



	
	Department for Relations with the European Union


	16 total:
4 counsellors

7 documentalists

1 interpreter

4 secretaries


	No sub-divisions
	· Bulletins/newsletters (97 in 2008-09) – brief notes providing summary information
· Dossiers (112 in 2008-09) – collections of relevant EU documents plus explanatory notes

· Explanatory notes – more confidential

	
	Parliamentary Control Service


	5 total:
3 counsellors

1 documentalist

1 Library documentalist


	No sub-divisions
	Monthly bulletin Parliamentary Control Activity and fact sheets for Parliamentary Committees; also research on topics for which it is specifically competent.



	Italy
Senato della Repubblica

	Servizio Studi
	30 total:
11 officials

11 documentalists
8 secretaries


	An official is attached to each of 11 committees.  
	· Dossiers - aim to investigate a subject in all its aspects
· Schede di lettura  (bill guides) - analyse a bill or a draft of government regulations
· Testo a fronte (comparative text) - shows the differences between laws in force and a bill or between the original bill and the changes made after the amendments have been passed
· Documentazione di base (basic papers) - texts, documents or bibliographies concerning a certain subject
· Note brevi (short notes) published on many issues, mainly for comparative law or matters of current interest.  

In 2008-09, 114 dossiers or bill guides and 6 short notes published.



	Lithuania

Seimas


	Parliamentary Research Department


	30 total, including:
12 analysts

10 researchers

4 librarians


	General Information Unit  

Bibliographic Information Unit
Economic and Social Information Unit
Legal and Political Information Unit
	· Written responses in writing to requests from MPs: references, factsheets, brief papers (about 200 per year)

· Analysis/research papers on various issues (about 150 per year), usually upon requests, sometimes on the own initiative
· Compilations of reports from news agencies, press, media and other resources: daily and weekly, the total number of such products – 6, total number of issues per year about 3,200

· Traditional librarian services


	Netherlands

Tweede Kamer
	Departments of Committee Support 


	19 total
	· International and spatial issues

· Social & financial issues

· Civil/public administration and education


	Advice on bills and other political subjects.

	Norway

Stortinget

	The Storting’s Research Service
	8 total, plus two part-time law students/research fellows

	No sub-divisions, but in general each staff member is responsible for covering the subject areas of two standing committees.

  
	· Confidential responses to MPs and their staff (typically from 4-25 pages)

· Research papers (Perspektiv) – publicly available in printed or electronic format on the intranet and on the Parliament website (typically 20-35 pages)
· EU reports on topical issues (typically 4-6 pages) (new in 2008)

· Information Packs – contribution to background information to the meetings of the European Consultative Committee

· Informal confidential responses, orally or by e-mail to MPs and their staff
In 2008, 460 requests received; 7 Perspektiv and 8 EU reports produced.


	Poland

Sejm

	Bureau of Research of the Chancellery of the Sejm


	87 total (76.35 fte)
71 specialist researchers

2 librarians

14 others


	· Parliamentary Law Research
· Legislative Research
· International and Comparative Research, 
· Department for Matters before Constitutional Tribunal
· Department of Social and Economic Research).


	· Research papers on bills*

· legal research (including opinions on constitutional issues)
· economic research
· opinions on social consequences of bills

· Legal opinions
· responses in writing to questions from committees, deputies etc

· Comments on EU draft legislation
· Other research/studies* (economic, including state budget; social; comparative legal and political studies; international relationship studies; environmental impact studies

· Consults with committees
· Deputies’ training in parliamentary issues 

· Search for external specialist advisers for committees

· Analytical review of legislation at the end of the term of Parliament
· Legal services for parliamentary bodies of the Sejm

· occasionally translations

· seminars and conferences

· publications:*
· INFOS Zagadnienia społeczno-gospodarcze – information packages on important topical issues
· Analizy BAS – research prepared by the Bureau’s staff, summaries in English, held only electronically
· Studia BAS – economic and social studies on specific topics including proposals for legal solutions to problems
· Przed pierwszym czytaniem – research papers on bills
· Zeszyty Prawnicze – legal research prepared by the Bureau’s staff and external experts

In 2008: 3,832 opinions/research papers; 1,827 research papers on Bills.




	Poland

Senate

	Senate analysis and Documentation Office


	11 total
	· Analyses & Research Papers Unit

· Information & Statistics Unit 
	· Responses in writing to questions from senators 

· Research papers on topical issues

· Reports on comparative law

· External expertise

From Nov 2007 to May 2009: 607 requests and 592 responses.



	
	International and European Affairs Office


	4 total
	
	· Opinions on legislative proposals with legal, economic, social and financial impact assessment

· advice on EU Affairs Committee sittings' agenda

· Opinions on Government's positions on legislative proposals

· Conferences and non-legislative committee sittings on current and long-term problems

· Speech-writing  for the Senate Speaker and the chairman of the EU Affairs Committee

· Expertise at the request of the Speaker and the EU Affairs Committee chairman
From Nov 2007 to May 2009: almost 700 opinions on legislative proposals provided.




	Romania

Chamber of Deputies

	Directorate for Studies and Legislative Documentation


	31 total:

15 researchers

1 historian

1 philologist

10 librarians

4 others

	· Parliamentary Studies Service
· Legislative Documentation Service

· Library
	· Studies on issues of parliamentary interest and legal comparative studies (2008/2009 – 78 studies, number of pages: between 20 and 50)
· Documentary files on foreign legislation (2008/2009 – 15)
· Analyses and syntheses notes on problems of international interest for Romania (2008/2009 – 32,  number of pages: between 10 and15)
· Exchanges of informations  (as ECPRD member, 2008/2009 – 204 answers)
· Informative bulletins related to international significant events scene (2008/2009 – 14, number of pages: between 14 and 30)
· Database of all the Directorate’s studies in full text, documentary files and papers; national constitutions; international legislation, useful links etc
· Library services

· Thematic bibliographies
Oral answers on parliamentary topics for MPs and their staff.

	Russia

Federation Council
	Analytical Department
	About 80 specialists
	· Head of Department;

· Deputy chiefs of Department

· Reviewers of Department

· Office of economic analysis

· Office of the financial analysis
· Social policy office

· Office of national safety
· Office of the state building;

· Office of parliamentary programs

· Office of parliamentary monitoring

· Situational office
· Information office.


	Preparation of analytical materials and reviews, analytical and information notes, expert judgements under projects of federal constitutional laws and projects of federal laws, federal constitutional and federal laws. 

This incorporates estimation, forecasting of social and economic, political and other consequences of acceptance of federal constitutional laws, the most significant federal laws and monitoring of their realization.
Analytical bulletins are prepared on actual problems of a political, social and economic life of Russia and the international activity. The Department also produces analysis of the work of the Council of Federation.
In 2008 the Analytical Department prepared about 1,000 items for parliamentary hearings and ‘round table’ sessions, and published more than 20 analytical bulletins.  



	Serbia

National Assembly
	Information and Reference Section


	7 total
	No sub-divisions
	Mainly papers providing information and analysis of major issues affecting Serbia and its community.
2008: 898 information requests answered and 15 analytical surveys produced.



	Slovak Republic

National Council


	Parliamentary Institute – Department for analyses, education and parliamentary research


	11 specialists:
1 lawyer

4 economists

5 scientists

1 interpreter
	Each specialist is connected with a particular committee.
	· Direct requests from Speaker, MPs, committees 

· ECPRD requests/requests from abroad

· Professional information

· EU policy information

· Standpoints to proposed bills

· State budget – whole process of its adoption in Parliament
· Economy - information and statistics

· Oral responses

· Annual reports of the NC SR

· Guides for (new) MPs

· Others ( books on history)
2008: 263 responses




	Slovenia

Državni Zbor (National Assembly)


	Research Section
	8 researchers
	No subject-based division, but tasks are distributed according to researchers’ expertise and interests

  
	Research papers prepared at request of National Assembly and its working bodies; deputies; groups; Secretary General; or on its own initiative

Research papers may be:
DP - documentation with summaries (selected materials from different information sources with brief summaries of the content)

PO - data (more complex expert data, additionally edited, commented, selected and accompanied by charts, etc.)

IN - general information - brief outline of the selected issue

PP - comparative review (review of arrangements in various EU Member States and other countries)

AN - study - analysis.

804 research papers produced between 1.4.98 and 20.5.09.

The Research Section also prepares - in cooperation with other services - semi-annual, annual and end-of-term reports on the National Assembly's work, and other publications.



	Spain

Congress of Deputies


	Directorate of Studies, Analysis and Publications


	2 clerks (lawyers)

2 economists

2 technical managers

7 ushers

7 others


	· Judicial Studies
· Economic & Budgetary Analysis

· European Affairs

· Publications
	Notes, reports, seminars, periodical information, papers, dossiers etc, for the  secretary general,  committees, reporting bodies, bureau of the house, parliamentary  delegations and so on. 




	Spain

Senate

	Research Directorate (Dirección de Estudios)


	2 legal advisers
14 analysts

23 administrative staff
	No subject-based division but there are three main departments:
· Studies and Analysis

· European Union Affairs

· Publications
	Open databases produced by the Senate: 

· CALEX: legislation and jurisprudence of the Constitutional Court related to the Autonomous Communities

· APCA: Parliamentary activity of the Autonomous Communities

· ARTI: bibliographic references of articles in specialised reviews
· CARE: Reviews catalogue

· COPA: documentation of the Council of Europe

· DCOM: full text of initiatives of the European Commission, mentioning their procedural stage and opinion of Spanish Government

· DCDR: opinions and resolutions of the Regions Committee of the EU.

· CATA/OPAC: Library of the Senate

· CROP: reviews catalogue, official gazettes and press from the historic section of the House

· MORLESIN:  ancient Senators. Historic Archive of the Senate

· DSH: official bulletins (1824-1923)

Many electronic bulletins are derived from these databases and distributed internally.




	Sweden

Riksdag

	Riksdagens utredningstjänst (Research Service)


	45 qualified research officers
	· Section for Economic Analysis

· Section for Law & Political Science

· Section for Welfare issues

· Evaluation and Research Function


	· Responses to research requests from clients (members of the Riksdag, party secretariats, parliamentary committees, the Riksdag Administration or foreign parliaments) in the form of a memo.

· Follow-ups and research reviews etc. made to support the committees are published by the committees in the series Reports from the Riksdag (RFR) or in committee reports. For an example, please follow the link http://www.riksdagen.se/Webbnav/index.aspx?nid=3770.

· In “info memos” topical political issues are dealt with in a broader context. For an example, please see attached document “InfoPM 4 2008.doc”.

· The folder “Fickfakta” (Pocket facts) is published on a regular basis and contains key data on the Swedish economy. For an example, please see attached document “Fickfakta 20 mars 2009.doc”.



	Switzerland

Parliament

	Documentation Service
	22 total (17.55 fte), including:

5.6 (fte) specialists

1.4 (fte) press service

7.6 (fte) Library
	
	Products and services include:

· Confidential responses in writing to questions from parliamentarians (about 1,300 a year)

· Perspective/retrospective – information before and after each session on parliamentary work (4 of each per annum)

· Press reviews

· Dossiers of various kinds, increasingly in electronic form

· Other analytical and bibliographic material 


	Turkey

Grand National Assembly
	Directorate of Research Center
	39 total, of which 33 are specialist researchers
	Six sections:

· Law
· Public Administration & Political Science
· Economics and Finance
· International Relations
· Social Policy
· Agriculture, Natural Resources & Science
	· Research reports: comprehensive, detailed papers

· Memos: short, concise and “fit- for common use” research papers

· Document Collection: collection of documents with a short explanation to meet information needs in different subjects.
· Oral Information: information asked for by phone or in person (face-to-face)
· Indicators: Collecting and periodically updating statistics in various subject matters
· Background summary: Compilations of press, parliamentary material and background information about a draft law.
In 2008: 20 research reports, 151 memos, 154 document collections, 2 oral information, 8 indicators, 3 background summaries.  



	United Kingdom

House of Lords

	House of Lords Library Research Service


	13 (fte) staff total, of which 9 are in research roles.
	No sub-divisions
	· Confidential responses in writing to questions from Members, typically a page or two long, produced to deadlines ranging from one or two hours to a week (1,600-1,800 a year).

·  Library Notes – briefing papers on major Bills before the House, major non-legislative debates or aspects of the House itself (15-20 a year).
· Fortnightly email service providing summaries of commentary on international affairs, home affairs and the constitution (20 a year).
· Briefing packs of background reading relating to Bills and non-legislative debates (40-50 a year).  



	United Kingdom

House of Commons


	House of Commons Library – Research Service


	85 total, including:
50 specialist researchers/analysts

14 librarians

21 others (technical, clerical etc)
	· Business & Transport
· Economic Policy & Statistics
· Home Affairs
· International Affairs & Defence
· Parliament & Constitution Centre
· Science & Environment
· Social & General Statistics
· Social Policy

	· Confidential responses in writing to questions from MPs – typically a page or two long, with many required within 24-48 hours. (12,000-14,000 per year).

· Many confidential oral responses (by telephone and face to face) to MPs and their personal staff.
· Research Papers on legislation, other topical issues and statistics.  About 100 a year.

· Standard Notes – less formal, more flexible briefings on a wide range of subjects, updated according to demand, and held electronically but printed on demand.  There are currently about 3,200 online.

· Debate Packs - compilations of press and parliamentary material to support non-legislative debates produced jointly with the Library’s Reference Services team.  (About 200 produced in 2008/09).
· Subject pages on Parliamentary Intranet, bringing together Research Papers and Standard Notes etc on specific topics.

· Bill Gateways.  ‘One-stop shops’ on major Bills, on the Parliamentary Intranet, bringing together summary information, briefings and links to relevant internal and external sources on the Bill.

· Talks on a range of topical and parliamentary issues by our specialists or external invitees, for MPs and their staff (about 25-30 a year). 

· A daily emailed current awareness service on Parliamentary and constitutional topics; weekly emailed ‘Economic Indicators’ bulletin.

· Statistical profiles of each parliamentary constituency on the Parliamentary Intranet, regularly updated with the latest data (Census, employment, unemployment, welfare benefits etc).




	
	Specialist support to Select Committees
	About 30 specialists working directly for committees plus Scrutiny Unit with 18 staff, of whom 10 are specialists.

	Specialist staff attached to each Committee and largely dedicated to that committee’s work.
A central Scrutiny Unit supporting the work of all Committees, especially in respect of financial issues and draft legislation.  
	Committee specialists manage specific committee inquiries; provide oral and written briefing for committee members, analyse written and oral evidence supplied to committees; and draft committee reports.  Most of the outputs of the Scrutiny Unit are also confidential to the committees, although a few papers are published on its external website.



	
	Parliamentary Office of Science & Technology


	9 total
	No formal sub-divisions but four main thematic areas of work. 
	· Short briefing notes and longer reports focusing on current science and technology issues, with the aim of anticipating policy implications for parliamentarians (23 POSTNotes in 2008)
· Support to Select Committees with informal advice, oral briefings, data analyses, background papers or follow-up research
· Informing both Houses on public dialogue activities in science and technology

· Organising discussions to stimulate debate on a wide range of topical issues, from small working groups to large lectures

· Horizon-scanning to anticipate issues of science and technology that are likely to impact on policy.




	United States of America

House of Representatives and Senate

	Congressional Research Service


	About 700 staff members, of whom 350 are analysts and attorneys and 100 information professionals
	· American Law
· Domestic Social Policy
· Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade
· Government and Finance
· Resources, Science and Industry
· Knowledge Services Group
· Office of Legislative Information (bill digesting unit and maintenance of legislative database).


	· Bill digesting
· Legislative database (joint venture with House and Senate) available in all legislative branch offices
· Reports available to all of Congress
· Confidential memos written for one Member or committee
· In-person or telephone briefings
· Regular classes on legal and legislative procedure for Members and staff
· Seminars on “hot topics.”
Fiscal 2008: about 871,000 responses and services — briefings, consultations, memos, electronic services. 




3. Services provided - summary 
Are the following services provided?
	Confidential analysis for individual MPs - reactive
	A

	Confidential analysis for individual MPs - proactive
	B

	Confidential analysis for committees
	C

	Other confidential analysis
	D

	Analysis available to all MPs or committees: on paper; on parliamentary intranet; or orally
	E

	Analysis of current legislation
	F

	Analysis of topical national or international issues
	G

	Analysis to help MPs deal with constituency cases or issues 
	H

	Statistical services

	I

	Services provided on Internet
	J


	Country/Chamber
	Name of service
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	Armenia

National Assembly
	Information Providing Division
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Belgium

House of Representatives
	Legal Service

	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	
	Documentation/ Archives Service 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Belgium

Senate
	Office - Evaluation of Legislation
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Bosnia & Herzegovina


	Research Section
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	soon

	Bulgaria

National Assembly
	Unit for Parly Research 
	
	
	
	
	X
	?
	
	
	X
	

	Canada


	PIRS


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Council of Europe


	Research and Documentation 
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Czech Republic


	Parliamentary Institute
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Denmark

Folketing
	Library
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Estonia

Riigikogu
	Research Department
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	European Parliament
	Library

	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	

	
	Policy Departments
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Finland

Eduskunta
	Research Service
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	FYR of Macedonia

Assembly
	Research,  Analysis, Library 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Georgia

Parliament
	Research Department
	X
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X

	Germany

Bundestag
	Research Services 
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Greece

Hellenic Parliament
	Scientific Service 


	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X


	Hungary

Parliament
	Research Service

	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	X

	
	Committee secretariats
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	Information Centre for MPs
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	
	Office for Foreign Relations
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ireland

Oireachtas
	Library and Research Service
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Italy

Camera dei Deputati
	Research Department
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	Biblioteca (Library)
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	
	State Budget Department
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	
	Department for EU Relations 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	Parliamentary Control Service
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Italy
Senato 
	Servizio Studi
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Lithuania

Seimas
	Research Department
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Netherlands

Tweede Kamer
	Committee Support
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Norway

Stortinget
	Research Service
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Poland

Sejm
	Bureau of Research
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Poland

Senate


	Analysis & documentation 
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	Committee support
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Portugal

Assembleia
	Info and Documentation
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Romania

Chamber of Deputies
	Studies and Leg. Documentation
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Russia

Federation Council
	Analytical Department
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Serbia

National Assembly
	Information and Reference Section
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Slovak Republic

National Council
	Parliamentary Institute
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Slovenia

Državni Zbor 
	Research Section
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Spain

Congreso
	Directorate of Studies etc
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Spain

Senate
	Research Directorate 
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Sweden

Riksdag
	Research Service

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Switzerland

Parliament
	Documentation Service
	
	
	
	
	
	?
	?
	X
	X
	X

	Turkey

TGNA
	Directorate of Research Center
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	United Kingdom

House of Lords
	Library Research Service
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	United Kingdom

House of Commons


	Library Research Service
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	Committee support 
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	
	POST

	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	USA
Congress
	Congressional Research Service
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
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