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ECPRD REQUEST 1269

STUDENTS' SDANDARD OF LIVING

FINAL SUMMARY

PREPARED BY

Research Section of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Request 1269 by the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina:
We have received a request from an MP on students’ standard of living, namely, whether this issue is regulated by law in other countries and, if so, what rights are guaranteed to students by that regulation (e.g. rights to have free transport, accommodation, meals etc.) 

(By students we mean high-school students and university students.)

We would appreciate it very much if the texts of the regulations are available in English, with the year of their entering into force. 

Currently in Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no regulation on students’ standard of living, but, in accordance with the Law on Education, this issue will have to be regulated. Therefore our MP would like to prepare and propose the law on this issue.

The request was sent to Italy, Germany, France, Spain, United Kingdom, Sweden, Slovenia, Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, Norway, Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Albania. 
We have received responses from the following 12 countries: Croatia, Czech Republic, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom.
CONCLUSIONS based on responses from 12 countries:

In 11 countries, out of 12, there are regulations related to students’ standard of living. The type and scope of regulations vary from country to country: 

· in some countries this issue is regulated by specific Law(s) on Pupils’ and Students’ Standard (Macedonia, Serbia); 
· in some countries this issue is covered by more than one regulation:

· by the Act(s) on Higher Education/Education Act/Act(s) on Loans and Credits for Students/Study Support Act(s)/Act on Educational Support and related ordinances and regulations (e.g. Poland, Sweden, Norway, United Kingdom etc.), 
· mostly by various specific Government/Ministry regulations/decisions/decrees

· etc. 
(Note: in some countries, in addition to the regulations, there are also certain students’ discounts and entitlements, which do exist, but they are not regulated by law, such as discounts on some public transport, museums etc.)
The range and scope of students’ entitlements, subsidies and government support also vary from country to country. 
The procedures, mechanisms and criteria to get subsidies and support are also specific for each country. 
Here we make only a general conclusion: that support to students (in primary schools, secondary schools, university) is provided in the following forms:
· grants,
· loans,

· government scholarships (based on academic performance/competition/sporting achievements),

· allowances,

· subsidies/or discounts for:

· accommodation

· meals

· public transportation

· transportation by railway, bus, air

· textbooks/coursebooks/books
· equipment

· library fees

· tickets for theatre, exhibitions, museums, cinema etc.

· vouchers to buy school uniforms
· group personal injury insurance

In individual responses by countries there is a very useful data and statistics on support provided and on students’ standard of living. There is also the information on the role of subsidies and support in improving students’ standard of living, promoting high participation in education and achieving objectives of education policy. 
STUDENTS’ STANDARD OF LIVING - Responses by countries:

CROATIA
Transportation for students with disabilities and developmental impairments

The Ministry of Science, Education and Sports provides funding for the transportation of disabled students regardless of distance, including the transportation of persons accompanying such students where so required by the type and degree of disability, subject to a decision on the appropriate form of education. Transport funding is regulated by the Decision to Fund Transportation Costs and Special Teaching Material for the Education of Disabled Students under Secondary School Curricula for 2009. On the basis of requests from school commissions, the Ministry provides for appropriate transport if the mass transit system is not adjusted to disabled students. Such transport may take the form of individual transportation by parents, the use of school-owned vehicles for the transportation of students, or transport services provided by certified carriers. In the 2009/2010 academic year, the Ministry will cover transportation costs for approximately 459 disabled students by transferring the required funds to the accounts of schools attended by these students.

Textbooks and long-distance transport for students in the 2009/2010 academic year

Until recently, the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports provided funding for textbooks pursuant to the Primary and Secondary School Textbooks Act (as published in Croatia’s official journal, Narodne novine, no. 36/06, 141/06 and 152/08). As an incentive under the National Programme of Measures to Introduce Compulsory Secondary Education (free textbooks, transport, accommodation and meals in student dormitories), which became effective as of the 2007/2008 academic year, it also funded the transportation of regular secondary school first and second formers within the territory of the Republic of Croatia in the January-August 2009 period. However, pursuant to the Government’s Decision on Funding Procurement of Textbooks and Other Teaching Material for Primary and Secondary School Students and the Long-Distance Transportation of Secondary School Students in the 2009/2010 Academic Year (of 24 July 2009), funding will be provided by way of one-off assistance allowing full cost coverage of purchasing textbooks (for secondary school students, in the form of pecuniary compensation amounting to the average cost price of a set of compulsory textbooks used by all classes and secondary schools) and other teaching materials (i.e. those listed by each school for specific classes, such as workbooks, school atlases, problem collections, etc.) as well as long-distance transportation for secondary school, but will be limited to: the children of slain, detained or missing Homeland War veterans, the children of disabled Homeland War veterans and the children of Homeland War veterans, provided that they are not entitled to this benefit under any other regulation and that regular monthly income per their household member does not exceed double the amount established by the means test as regular pecuniary income under the Homeland War Veterans and Family Member Benefits Act (as published in Narodne novine, no. 174/04); and to families entitled to receive permanent assistance, as well as primary and secondary school students entitled to receive care outside their own families and accommodated with foster families.

When applying for their one-off assistance for the purchase of textbooks, parents and foster parents are obliged to present all of the required documents (including a certificate of enrolment for the 2009/2010 academic year and a list of compulsory textbooks and other teaching materials for specific classes, both issued by the relevant schools). For each primary or secondary school student, such documents are to be submitted directly to the Centre which issued the decision on his/her entitlement to receive care outside his/her own family. Before approving one-off assistance for the purchase of textbooks, it is advisable to check with the relevant school or local or regional self-government unit whether the student in question has already become entitled thereto on any other grounds, because certain municipalities and counties have secured funding for that purpose under their own welfare programmes.

The implementation of the aforementioned Decision falls under the jurisdiction of two ministries: the Ministry of the Family, Veteran Affairs and Intergenerational Solidarity and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, which have secured the funding required for that purpose in the budget.

Accommodation and meals in student dormitories*
Pursuant to the Decision on Eligibility Requirements for the Admission of Students to Student Dormitories in the 2009/2010 academic year, board and lodging services offered by student dormitories are available to regular secondary school students in the Republic of Croatia, who receive their education outside their place of residence and are Croatian citizens or Croats residing in other countries. Dormitories are also open to foreign students, subject to approval from the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports.

Insofar as they have any vacancies, dormitories may also accommodate students from Croatian institutions of higher learning – though solely from a priority list – as well as persons attending other schools, seminars and courses.

As a rule, students apply for accommodation in dormitories at the same time they are invited to apply for enrolment into secondary schools.

After the summer closing date, the number of regular students admitted to student dormitories for the 2009/2010 academic year and entitled to free board and lodging by 31 December 2009 totalled approximately 5,600, with a total accommodation capacity of 8,108. Student dormitories also accommodate 163 university students and, after the summer closing date for the academic year 2009/2010, 23 secondary school students from abroad.

Regular first, second and third formers are entitled to free accommodation by the end of the current year and, starting from 1 January 2010, they will pay 50% of the price, just as fourth formers (the monthly rate of board and lodging amounts to HRK 1,260).

If the number of students applying for accommodation exceeds the available capacity, certain students are entitled to direct admission when selecting candidates. In particular, these include:

-
the children of fallen Homeland War participants, the children of disabled war veterans, provided that they belong to low-income groups;

-
the children of persons who were killed, died or went missing during the Homeland War, children disabled as civilians during war operations, the children of war veterans disabled in peacetime and civilians disabled in wartime, provided that their disability falls under Category I and that they have low-income status;

-
students with both parents deceased; and

-
students winning one of the top three places at national contests organized by the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports.

Other students are then selected on the basis of scores related to their past school achievements and their social status.

Based on the criteria laid down in the aforementioned Decision, each student dormitory sets its own criteria for admission to and stay in the dormitory. Subject to the type of each dormitory and at the proposal of a government administration office operating at the county level (i.e. a department in charge of education), such criteria also provide for special admission preferences related to education programmes that develop skills required in the concerned county and meet other requirements of common interest to the region.

With regard to co-financing, the Decision Establishing the Level, Criteria and Methods of Financing Board and Lodging Costs for Students in Student Dormitories provides for HRK 1,260 per student as a total monthly price of accommodation and meals in student dormitories.

First, second and third formers with Croatian citizenship and domicile in the Republic of Croatia are entitled to full coverage of their board and lodging costs by 31 December 2009. As from 1 January 2010, the aforementioned students, as well as fourth formers, will pay 50% of the established amount. Regular students with the Croatian citizenship but without domicile in the Republic of Croatia, as well as foreign citizens, will pay the market price of accommodation and meals, unless otherwise provided for by a bilateral agreement.

In the same vein, regional self-government units and the City of Zagreb will secure funding to support accommodation and meals for students, whereas the funding required to cover the balance of the total price, amounting to HRK 630 per month per student, is secured from Croatia’s Central Budget.
 Students’ standard of living (university students)
1.
Government scholarships

Each year, the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports – in collaboration with Croatian institutions of higher learning – awards scholarships to regular students attending university and vocational studies. There are several categories of such scholarships, including those for particularly talented students, students attending scarce-skills studies, students from socially needy groups, socially needy students, disabled students, students who were accommodated in children’s homes or with foster families, and disabled graduate students. Approximately 2,500 new scholarships are granted each year for the entire course of study programmes to which such students are admitted, and the database of government scholarship recipients includes 10,000 regular students from throughout the Republic of Croatia. A total of HRK 74 million has been budgeted for the payment of government scholarships in 2009. The award of government scholarship is governed by the Regulation on the Award of Government Scholarships to Regular Undergraduate Students and Partial Reimbursement of Tuition Costs for Postgraduate Students (as published in Narodne novine, no 151/02). Scholarships are awarded through open competitions, in collaboration with all institutions of higher learning in the Republic of Croatia.

2.
Accommodation subsidies for regular students

The Ministry of Science, Education and Sports subsidizes the accommodation of students in student dormitories, including vacancies, if any, in secondary school student dormitories. Each year, subsidies are granted for the accommodation of approximately 12,000 regular students on the basis of open competitions conducted by relevant student dormitories and scores established pursuant to the Decision on the Criteria for the Allocation of Vacancies in University Student Dormitories within Student Centres and Secondary School Student Dormitories. Accommodation subsidies are paid directly to the accounts of university and secondary school student dormitories, based on the Ministry's decision on student quotas for their award. In addition to accommodation in university and secondary school student dormitories, the Ministry subsidizes regular students using private accommodation. Competitions for the award of such subsidies are conducted by relevant student centres, which transfer monthly subsidy amounts to students’ accounts. Approximately 7,000 students in the Republic of Croatia opted for private accommodation subsidies in 2009. Since most of the cities with institutions of higher learning require additional accommodation capacity for their students, initiatives have been launched to develop new student dormitories (e.g. in Split, Dubrovnik, Rijeka, Zadar, Knin, Zagreb, etc.).

3.
Student transport subsidies

The Ministry of Science, Education and Sports subsidizes the transportation of students in three major university cities (Osijek, Split and Rijeka). For that purpose, the Ministry annually allocates approximately HRK 5 million, enabling students to benefit from more favourable conditions of using mass transit. We should note that the Ministry also subsidized student transportation in the City of Zagreb until the City's Executive Council decided to introduce free transport services for all regular students. The transportation of regular students is subsidized on the basis of contracts concluded between the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, carriers, universities and local self-government units (i.e. cities and municipalities). In 2009, approximately 13,000 regular students receive subsidies for transportation in Osijek, Rijeka and Split.

4.
Transport subsidies for disabled students

The Ministry particularly sees to the needs of disabled students, enabling them to receive monthly subsidies to cover their transportation costs (in particular, for those students who cannot use public transport services). Eligibility for such subsidies is established pursuant to a decision issued by the Ministry for each disabled student, with subsidies being paid to their bank accounts. The eligibility requirements for subsidies are governed by the Decision on the Criteria for Eligibility to Receive Support for Transportation Costs for Disabled Students Attending University and Vocational Studies and Disabled Graduate Students. In 2009, the Ministry will subsidize transportation costs for approximately 120 regular disabled students who attend institutions of higher learning in the Republic of Croatia and are not able to use public transport services.

5.
Student meal subsidies

The Ministry of Science, Education and Sports subsidizes the costs of meals for all regular students in the Republic of Croatia. Subsidized student meals are offered by restaurants within student centres and by private hospitality establishments in those cities where there are no such centres or where their food catering capacity is insufficient. All regular students in the Republic of Croatia are entitled to subsidized student meals, but prior to receiving them, they have to prove their status by means of their student identification cards (the so-called X or Smart X Card). The right to subsidized student meals is governed by the Regulation on Support for the Coverage of Student Meal Costs. Each year, the Ministry allocates approximately HRK 300 million to subsidize student meals and makes on-going efforts to raise their quality and ensure equal access to nourishment for all students in the Republic of Croatia.

6.
National Pupil and Student Standard Support Foundation

The National Pupil and Student Standard Support Foundation was established on 1 May 2008 with a view to raising and allocating funds by way of various subsidies for primary and secondary school and university students. The Foundation is financed through a model of public-private partnership between the Government and private businesses (donations by large corporations and individuals, the organization of different events, other funding sources, etc.). The purpose of the Foundation is to employ a system of financial support in order to ensure greater democratization in the educational system for all students as well as access to higher education to as many young people as possible and, thus, to make a positive impact on increasing the overall level of education in the Republic of Croatia.

CZECH REPUBLIC

There is no law or government ordinance concerning students´ standard of living in the Czech Republic.

FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

In the Republic of Macedonia the standard of living of pupils and students is regulated with the Law on Pupil’s Standard (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia No. 50/2005) and with the Law on Pupil’s and Students’ Standard (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia No. 37/98 and 42/2003).

The Law on Pupil’s Standard regulates the matters reffering to the pupil’s standard, and the Law on Pupil’s and Students’ Standard regulates issues regading the students’ standard.  

In accordance with these regulations, the funds for the needs of the students and the students’ standard are provided from the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia for: 

- Participation in the amount necessary for accomodation and food in the  boarding schools and dormitories in state ownership, for the pupils and students who enrole for the first time in a study year; 


- Participation in the amount necessary for acquisition of books and instruments;

- Benefits for public transpotation for the pupils and the students who enrole for the first time in a study year;

- Scholarship for talented pupils and students  

- Scholarship for students who enrole in studies of disciplines that are not represented in the Republic of Macedonia and that are declared as scarce.  
- Loans for pupils and students who enrole for the first time in a study year;
- Participation in the discovery and stimulation of talents of the pupils and students;
- Participation in the creation of conditions for activities in the field of culture, sports, recreation, and information of the pupils and students;
- Investments for stay and equipment, amortization, maintainace of the institutions and equipment; and
· Other issues stipulated with the law. 

GERMANY

The Financing of German universities and therefore also the handling of students' standard of living belongs to the competences of the sixteen Länder. As a consequence there are different ways to deal with this subject.  

Generally, German students live either privately - for example in a flate share, alone or with their parents - or in halls of residences, which are partely financed by the Länder. 

Responsible for the organisation of the halls of residences are student unions (in German the so called "Studentenwerke"). There are 58 student unions in Germany, which are united voluntarily in the German Student Union (in German: "Deutsches Studentenwerk"). 

According to the Federalism every Land has its own law for student unions (Studentenwerkgesetz). These laws regulate the duties of student unions, but don't contain special rules for students' standard of living. They simply define, that student unions are responsible for the provision and maintenance of social and economic institutions taking care of students, see the excerpt of article 3, law for student unions of Schleswig-Holstein. 

§ 3 Aufgaben

  (1) Aufgaben des Studentenwerkes sind 

· 1.die wirtschaftliche und soziale Förderung der Studenten,

· 2.die Bereitstellung und Unterhaltung wirtschaftlicher und sozialer Einrichtungen zur Betreuung der Studenten,

Thus, concerning the student's standards living, there are no specific services or minimum standards provided by law in any Land. 

Regarding specific services like transport and meal, there are no legal regulations neither. 

In many university cities, student unions have concluded contracts with public transportation services, so that every student paying its tuition fee gets reduced tickets. Here it isn't relevant, if the student lives in a hall of residence or privately.

Commonly there are no meals offered in halls of residences. But every student can get meals in the university canteen. These meals are state-subsidized. 

In questions of construction and furniture of residence halls the Länder are acting differently. Deciding about subsidzing the construction of residence halls some Länder don't draw on any regulated standards. Allowances are then taken on a case-by-case basis, like for example in Baden-Württemberg. Bayern has its own guidelines concerning the promotion of student living space. You will find them attached. These guidelines provide amongst others general rules for financing and contain general technical specifications.  

In addition to that, the German Student Union has published the attached recommandations regarding the construction and reformation of halls of residences. These guidelines define quite detailed how student domiciles should be furnished. But as the guidelines have only reccommendatory character, they aren't legally binding for the construction or reformation of halls of residences. 

HUNGARY

In Hungary all student discounts are connected with having a student card. On the web page of the Hungarian student card system (http://www.diakigazolvany.hu) we can find its history and system of discounts. For easier understanding see the details below:

Every pupil and student with Hungarian citizenship in accredited education is eligible for a student card.

THE STUDENTS' CARD

In May 1997 the Ministry of Education and Culture issued an invitation to tender for the production of credit card shaped centrally managed student card, uniform throughout the country. On the basis of the one million applications forms submitted by July 1998, by December the winner produced the cards and in the course of 1999 all primary, secondary and higher education students were supplied with student cards. 

The pilot run of the student card, which provided electronic identification and aid in the management of business transaction started at the universities of Pécs. 15 thousand higher education cards with microprocessors were issued for the project for the scholar year of 1997/98. 

The parts of the legislation on education relating to the central registers and information systems provide the statutory background for the system. Together and supplementing each-other the central register on natural entities and the electronic identification and authentication solutions can provide a suitable basis for the educational administration and for the value added services. According to Government decree 17/2005. (II.8.) on the students´ card - currently in force - in order to accommodate electronic transactions about 5000 public education institutions and 66 higher education institutions needed to set-up infrastructure suitable to accept cards.

The students´ card is an ID1 sized plastic card containing the photograph, signature, family and given name, place and date of birth, address or address of dwelling and nationality of the bearer, as well as the unique identifier of the card, the data of the educational institution(s), a small figure, so called pictogram representing type of enrolment (full-time, night course, course by correspondence or distance training), the day of issue, the 10 digits unique identifier of the card and the student identification number established by the legislation. These data are entered into the card by leaser engraving technology. The permanent, higher education student card is also equipped with an electronic circuit, a chip. 

The higher education students´ card was the first document used for electronic identification and the certification of entitlements, listed in the attachment of Government decree 86/1996. (VI. 14.) on the protection of security documents as a document of category "B". Certain main components of the category "B" security documents must be protected against falsification with suitable chemical, technical, technological and administrative methods. 

The students´ cards are issued by the Ministry of Education and Culture and the practical activities relating to the use of the chips on the cards and the technology transfer tasks are carried out by its background institution, Educatio Kht. The Hungarian students´ card can be used for identification, for the verification of the legal status and also to make use of travel, cultural and commercial benefits. 

About 1.6 million cards are used in public education and close to 400 thousand in higher education; the number of cards replaced and issued every year is around 300 thousand. The cards, supplemented with non-contact module stickers are becoming increasingly popular for physical access control. 

DISCOUNTS CONNECTED TO THE STUDENT CARDS
There is a wide range of discounts that can be used with the student card. 

The bonus-system has three main fields: 

· reduced fares on public transport (guaranteed by the government) 

· cultural allowances (guaranteed by the government) 

· commercial discounts (not guaranteed by the government)

The aim of the Educatio Kht is to develop a comprehensive commercial bonus-system, in which firms, companies and institutions provide products and services at discounted prices to students studying in accredited primary, secondary and higher education. 

For example a regular student gets a 50% discount for the railway ticket and 90% discount for the season ticket in case of travelling between school and home. 50% discount for coach ticket. A regular student gets 20% discount in cinemas and 50% off from newspaper prices. 50% discount for registration fee in libraries. Free entrance to state museums in case of organized visit. In case of individual visit student card holders get 50% discount.  More than 1700 student card accepting places, which can be regarded as a very significance issue from a domestic commercial point of view and it is also unique in the European Union. 
ITALY

The right to education is granted in article 34 of the Italian Constitution. According to it all those who can prove the necessary competency and commitment have a right to pursue the highest levels of education, regardless of their financial means.

According to the constitutional principles the State provides a legal basis for the equal opportunities in higher education. The law n. 390 of 1991 brings about provisions to put into effect the right for everyone to have access to university education. 

The Republic commits itself to warrant this right so that the students who need support may obtain scholarships, housing facilities and other benefits. 

The State devotes budgetary resources to the fulfilment of this task, as do the regional and local authorities that provide the benefits directly or through the Universities' services. 

The task of fulfilling the principle of equal opportunities is assigned to the State and other public institutions such the Universities themselves, as well as  private institutions that offer financial support and other kinds of facilities to deserving students.

The benefits are usually allotted  as a result of a competition based on merit, examinations and other conditions required by the authorities that provide the support. 

A scholarship may be granted because of merit and examinations results, whereas the income level below a fixed threshold may allow the student to pay reduced enrollment charges and fees. 

As a common rule all the students enjoy reduced fares for transports and may be allowed to buy books, tickets for theatres, cinemas, exhibitions at lesser prices. 

Another common facility provided by the universities' administrations is the refectory service, that may have different costs for the users according to the level of their financial resources. 

NORWAY

In Norway, a minimum standard of living is regulated for all citizens in the Social Service Act. According to this act all citizens in Norway are entitled to minimum financial security and a quality of life above the minimum standard. Municipal social services provide financial social support, counselling and financial advice to those in need. The Social Services are for instance obliged to find temporarily accommodation for those who are unable to do so themselves.

However, students do in general not need the abovementioned service, and Norwegian students’ cost of living and studying are covered through educational support from the State Educational Loan Fund (Lånekassen).The Act on Educational Support of 3 June 2005 and the Regulations concerning Awarding on Educational Support regulate loans and grants for students. The Ministry of Education and Research provides the regulations regarding educational support. The State Educational Loan Fund administers the grants and loans according to the regulations. The regulations regarding awarding are revised every, and the educational support should be regulated according to the price index.
 Unfortunately, the regulations regarding Educational Support are only available in Norwegian. 

Students do not have a right to free transport. There are student discounts on some public transport, museums ect , but these are not rights regulated by law. Students do not have rights to free accommodation, books or meals either.

 The objective of the educational support is:
· to remove inequality and to promote equal opportunities so that the pursuit of education is possible regardless of geographical conditions, age, sex and economical and social positions 

· to ensure that students may freely choose their education 

· to ensure a steady supply of educated labour

The main types of educational support are grants and loans. Support is awarded to students participating at:
· Educational programmes in Norway that are approved by law 

· Educational programmes in Nordic countries that are publicly approved in the country, and covered by the country’s educational support schemes 

· Education abroad, on certain conditions 

There are two main support schemes: One for pupils in ordinary upper secondary education, and one for students in higher education and some other types of education (for instance secondary education for adults and vocational education). As a main rule, educational loans are interest-free during the education. 

For pupils in ordinary upper secondary education, support is mainly awarded through grants that are means-tested against the parents’ income and against the pupil’s income from apprenticeship or social benefits. Grants that are not means-tested may be awarded for living expenses, travels, and necessary personal equipment for the education. 

Students in higher education are awarded a fixed amount as a loan, and for students who do not reside with their parents, part of the loan may be converted to a grant upon completion of the education. The grant is means-tested against the student’s income or social benefits. Grants may also be awarded for travels and providing for children and loans may be granted for tuition fees.

For an ordinary student in higher education the fixed amount of loan for 2009/ 2010 is 87 600 Norwegian kroner (approx. 10245 EURO).

Limited time

It is limited how many years the student may be awarded support for his/her education. For upper secondary education, support may be awarded during the period the pupil has the legal right to the education on this level. For students in higher education, support may be awarded for a period up to eight years totally. Students can be delayed in their education for up to one year without losing their right to educational support. 

There are also schemes where all support may be awarded as grants during certain periods. This includes periods after birth/adoption, periods when the student is unable to study due to illness, and for refugees who take upper secondary education

Students’ living standard

The Government wants the educational support to make it possible for students to study full-time. Statistics Norway has analyzed the students’ standard of living in 2005.  In this study, most students (78 %) lived in a room, apartment or house, 14 percent in a student hall of residence and 7 percent with family. For many students the grants and loans did not cover all their costs of studying and living. In 2005 about 52 percent of the full-time students in higher education worked some besides studying. An overall impression is that the students have approximately the same standard of living as other young people in Norway. 

  Activities and key figures for the Norwegian State Educational Loan - 2008
· Lånekassen has about 820,000 (old and new) customers in total  (4,8 mill inhabitants in Norway)

· In 2007-2008, NOK 17,1 billion was allocated to about 289,600 customers. NOK 3,0 billions was allocated as grants and NOK 14 billion was given as loans 

· there are about 530 000 customers currently repaying their loans 

· in 2008, NOK 9,4 billions was repaid 

· the outstanding debt is about NOK 101,5 billions 

SOURCES: 
The website to the minister of Education and Research: http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kd/Selected-topics/study-financing-.html?id=1422 

The website of the the Norwegian State Educational Loan:
http://www.lanekassen.no/templates/Page.aspx?id=6768

www.lovdata.no (Norwegian Laws online)

POLAND

The system of financial support was established to improve student’s standard of living. In practice state support plays a limited role in covering costs of study. Budgets of individual students rely mainly on two sources: financial assistance provided by families and students’ own earnings
.

The State support is provided to students in a non-repayable and repayable form (the loan and credit scheme is not an alternative but a supplement to the grant scheme).

The main legislation regulating the provision of financial support to students includes:

- The Act of 27 July 2005 – The Law on Higher Education (LoHE); 

Detailed rules and regulations concerning methods to determine amounts, the allocation and payment of financial support to students, are adopted by the rector of a Tertiary Education Institution (TEI) in collaboration with student self-government body within their powers (Article 186 LoHE). Furthermore, TEIs themselves may establish their own scholarship funds, with scholarships awarded regardless of support provided by the State budget.

- The Act of 17 July 1998 on Loans and Credits for Students.

English version of higher education legislation (ACT of 27 July 2005 Law on Higher Education) is available on page of Ministry of Science and Higher Education:
http://www.nauka.gov.pl/mn/_gAllery/24/36/24364/Law_on_Higher_Education_of_27_July_2005.pdf. 

The regulations concerning financial support are in Chapter 2 Rights and Duties of Students of this Act:
Article 173 

1. Students may apply for State-budget financial support in the following forms:

1) a maintenance grant,

2) a special grant for disabled persons,

3) a scholarship for learning or sporting achievements,

4) a scholarship for learning achievements awarded by the minister,

5) a scholarship for outstanding sporting achievements awarded by the minister,

6) a meals grant,

7) an accommodation grant,

8) an aid payment.

2. Students may apply for accommodation in a student dormitory of their higher education institution or meals in a student canteen of their higher education institution.

3. Students may apply for accommodation for their spouse and children in a student dormitory of their higher education institution.

Article 174

1. The benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 3 and 6 to 8 shall be granted from the financial support fund for students and doctoral students referred to in Article 103.

2. The subsidies referred to in Article 94, section 1, subsection 7, and section 4, shall be distributed by the rector in consultation with the institutional student self-government body and the institutional doctoral student self-government body.

3. The financial support fund in a newly established higher education institution shall be distributed by the rector for a period of one year.

4. The amount of funds allocated from the subsidies referred to in Article 94, section 1, subsection 7, and section 4, for grants and other welfare benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 and 6 to 8 may not be smaller than the funds allocated for scholarships for learning or sporting achievements referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 3.

Article 175

1. In a higher education institution which has basic organisational units, the benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 3 and 6 to 8 shall be granted at the request of students by the head of their basic organisational unit; however, a scholarship for learning achievements may also be awarded without submission of an application by a student.

2. Students may appeal against a decision of the head of their basic organisational unit to the rector within fourteen days of the date of the receipt of the decision. 3. At the request of the competent student self government body, the head of a basic organizational unit or the rector shall delegate the powers referred to in sections 1 and 2 to a grants committee or a grants appeal committee respectively.

Article 176

1. In a higher education institution which has no basic organisational units and in a non-university higher education institution, the benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 3 and 6 to 8 shall be granted at the request of students by the rector; however, a scholarship for learning achievements may also be awarded without submission of an application by a student.

2. Students may appeal against a decision of the rector by submitting to the rector a request for reconsideration of the matter within fourteen days of the receipt of the decision.

3. At the request of the competent student self-government body, the rector shall delegate the powers referred to in section 1 to a grants committee and, as regards the consideration of requests referred to in section 2, to a grants appeal committee.

Article 177
1. The grants committee and the grants appeal committee referred to in Article 175, section 3 shall be appointed by the head of a basic organisational unit or the rector respectively from among students delegated by the competent student-self government body and staff of the higher education institution.

2. The grants committee and the grants appeal committee referred to in Article 176, section 3 shall be appointed by the rector from among students delegated by the competent student self-government body and staff of the higher education institution.

3. Students shall constitute a majority of the membership of the committees referred to in sections 1 and 2.

4. Decisions taken by the grants committees and the grants appeal committees referred to in Article 175, section 3, and Article 176, section 3 shall be signed by the chairmen of the committees or deputies acting on their behalf.

5. The grants committee and the grants appeal committee referred to in Article 175, section 3 shall be supervised by the head of a basic organisational unit and the rector respectively, and the committees referred to in Article 176, section 3 by the rector.

6. In exercising their supervisory powers referred to in section 5, the head of a basic organizational unit or the rector respectively may repeal any decision of the grants committee or the grants appeal committee which is in contravention of this Act or the regulations referred to in Article 186, section 1.

Article 178

1. The minister’s scholarships for learning achievements and outstanding sporting achievements shall be awarded by the minister responsible for higher education at the request of the board of a basic organisational unit or, in the case of a higher education institution which has no basic organisational units and a non-university higher education institution, at the request of the senate of the institution as submitted by its rector.

2. The powers of the minister responsible for higher education as defined in section 1 with regard to military higher education institutions, government service higher education institutions, higher education institutions for art studies, medical higher education institutions and higher education institutions for maritime studies shall be exercised by the respective ministers referred to in Article 33, section 2. 65

Article 179
1. A maintenance grant may be awarded to a student in a difficult financial situation.

2. The level of per capita income in the student’s family giving entitlement to a maintenance grant, meals grant and accommodation grant shall be determined by the rector in consultation with the institutional student self-government body.

3. The income referred to in section 2 may not be lower than the amount referred to in Article 8, section 1, subsection 2 of the Act of 12 March 2004 on Social Welfare and higher than the sum of the amounts given in Article 5, section 1, and Article 6, section 2, subsection 3 of the Act of 28 November 2003 on Family Benefits 

4. The income giving a student the entitlement to a maintenance grant, meals grant and accommodation grant shall be calculated as including the income received by:

1) the student;

2) the student’s spouse, as well as the student’s or their spouse’s dependent minor children, children in education or training until they have reached 26 years of age or, if the 26th year of age falls in the final year of a degree programme, until the completion of the programme, and disabled children regardless of their age;

3) parents, legal or actual guardians of the student and their dependant minor children, children in education or training until they have reached 26 years of age or, if the 26th year of age falls in the final year of a degree programme, until the completion of the programme, and disabled children regardless of their age.

5. The monthly per capita income in the student’s family giving entitlement to a maintenance grant, meals grant and accommodation grant shall be calculated pursuant to the rules laid down in the Act of 28 November 2003 on Family Benefits, without prejudice to section 4, excluding however:

1) the income referred to in section 4, subsection 3 if the student is financially independent;

2) the benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1;

3) benefits received under the Integrated Operational Regional Development Programme, Activity “Ensuring equal educational opportunities through scholarship schemes”;

4) financial support benefits for pupils received pursuant to the Act of 7 September 1991 on the School Education System 

6. Students shall be considered financially independent if they or their spouse fulfil all of the following conditions:

1) they had a regular income in the last tax year;

2) they have a regular income in the current year;

3) their monthly income in the periods referred to in subsections 1 and 2 is not lower than the minimum wage, as published on the basis of the legislation on the minimum wages, in the last month of the last tax year as regards the student’s income in the last tax year, and in the month of the submission of an application for a grant;

4) they did not submit a declaration on having a joint household with at least one parent.

7. Should the income giving a student the entitlement to a maintenance grant, meals grant and accommodation grant be calculated as including the income from farming, this income shall be determined on the basis of the area of arable land in hectare equivalents and the average income from work on an individual farm from 1 hectare equivalent, as published on the basis of Article 18 ofthe Act of 15 November 1984 on the Agricultural Tax  Should income be earned from both farming and non-farming sources, the income from both sources shall be added together.

Article 180

A special grant for disabled persons may be awarded to a student with a disability confirmed by a certificate from a competent authority.

Article 181

1. A scholarship for learning or sporting achievements may be awarded to a student who has obtained a high average mark for a year of study or has been highly placed in international or national sport contests.

2. The minister’s scholarship for learning achievements may be awarded to a student who has outstanding learning achievements as well as research achievements, and the minister’s scholarship for outstanding sporting achievements to a student who has been highly placed in international or national sports contests and has completed a successive year of study.

3. Students may apply for the scholarships referred to in sections 1 and 2 only upon successful completion of the first year of study.

4. A scholarship for learning or sporting achievements, the minister’s scholarship for learning achievements and the minister’s scholarship for outstanding sporting achievements may also be applied for by students in the first year of a second-cycle programme, if undertaken within one year of the completion of a first-cycle programme, who fulfilled the criteria defined in section 1 and 2 respectively in the final year of the first-cycle programme.

5. Students may be awarded either a scholarship for sporting achievements referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 3 or the minister’s scholarship for outstanding sporting achievements referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 5, or a scholarship awarded on the basis of Article 22, section 3 of the Act of 18 January 1996 on Physical Culture

6. Students may be awarded either a scholarship for learning achievements referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 3 or the minister’s scholarship referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 4 in any one academic year.

Article 182

1. Full-time students in a difficult financial situation may obtain an accommodation grant when living in a student dormitory or a facility other than a student dormitory if the daily travel from their place of permanent residence to the higher education institution prevented them otherwise from, or significantly hindered them in, studying.

2. In the case referred to in section 1, full-time students may also obtain an accommodation grant when living with their unemployed spouse or child in a student dormitory or a facility other than a student dormitory.

3. Students in a difficult financial situation may obtain a meals grant.

Article 183

1. An aid payment may be granted to students who are temporarily in a difficult financial situation for reasons beyond their control.

2. Students may obtain an aid payment referred to in section 1 twice in an academic year.

Article 184

1. Students may obtain grants and scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 7 for a period of up to ten months in an academic year.

2. Grants and scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 3, 6 and 7 shall be awarded for one semester or one academic year, and the minister’s scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 4 and 5 for one academic year, except when the final year of study, as provided for in the study plan, includes only one semester.

3. Grants and scholarships referred to in section 2 shall be paid every month.

4. Students following simultaneously degree programmes in more than one field of study may be awarded grants and scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 and 4 to 7 and a scholarship for sporting achievements referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsection 3 in one of those fields of study as chosen, whereas a special grant for disabled persons and a scholarship for learning achievements may be awarded in each of those fields of study.

5. Students who, upon completion of a degree programme in one field of study, continue to follow a degree programme in another field of study shall not be eligible for a maintenance grant, meals grant or accommodation grant unless, upon completion of a first-cycle programme, they continue their studies to obtain the degree of magister, though not longer than for a period of three years.

6. The total monthly amount of the grants and scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1, 3, 6 and 7 may not be larger than 90% of the lowest basic remuneration of an asystent in the previous month as fixed in the legislation on the remuneration of academic staff.

Article 185

1. When granting entitlement to accommodation in a student dormitory of a public higher education institution, priority shall be given to students of that institution who would otherwise be prevented from, or significantly hindered in, studying by the daily travel to the institution and who are in a difficult financial situation.

2. When granting entitlement to meals in a student canteen, priority shall be given to students referred to in section 1.

Article 186

1. Detailed regulations for calculating, awarding and paying the student financial support benefits referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 1 to 3 and 6 to 8, including detailed criteria and procedures for granting financial support benefits to students, a specimen application form for a maintenance grant and the method of documenting the financial situation of a student, shall be laid down by the rector in consultation with the institutional student self-government body.

2. The regulations referred to in section 1 for a newly established higher education institution shall be provided by the rector for a period of one year.

Article 187

The minister responsible for higher education shall specify, by regulation, the detailed conditions and procedure for the award and payment of the minister’s scholarships referred to in Article 173, section 1, subsections 4 and 5, the maximum amount of such scholarships and a specimen application form  for the minister’s scholarship, including:

1) the minimum average mark required in order to be eligible to apply for the minister’s scholarship, taking into account marks obtained in all years of study and various grading scales in a higher education institution;

2) the types of research achievements and research activities to be considered for the award of the minister’s scholarship, such as participation in activities of research-interest groups, publications, studies, papers, participation in conferences, research work, participation in research projects, cooperation with other academic or research institutions, awards and distinctions, enrolment in a degree programme in a second field of study, individualised curriculum, practical placements, internships, certified knowledge of foreign languages, contests;

3) the types of sporting achievements to be considered for the award of the minister’s scholarship for outstanding sporting achievements, including participation in Olympic games, world championships, European championships, international student Olympics, world academic championships, European academic championships;

4) the deadlines for the submission of applications;

5) the method for the payment of the minister’s scholarship, including in the case of early completion of a degree programme and enrolment on a degree programme in another higher education institution.

Article 188

1. Students shall be entitled to a 50% reduction in urban public transport fares.

2. Entitlements to reduced fares for public railway and bus transport shall be laid down in separate legislation. 
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O UČENIČKOM I STUDENTSKOM STANDARDU

("Sl. glasnik RS", br. 81/92, 49/93, 53/93, 67/93, 48/94 i 101/2005 - dr. zakon)


  

I OSNOVNE ODREDBE 

Član 1

Učenički i studentski standard je organizovana delatnost kojom se stvaraju materijalni i drugi uslovi za sticanje obrazovanja, radi obezbeđivanja kadrovskih potreba društva.

Ovim zakonom uređuju se prava učenika i studenata i opšti interes u oblasti učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Član 2

Učenik ima pravo na:

1. smeštaj i ishranu u ustanovi za smeštaj i ishranu učenika,

2. vaspitni rad,

3. učenički kredit,

4. učeničku stipendiju,

5. kulturno-zabavne i sportsko-rekreativne aktivnosti i

6. povlastice za prevoz u međumesnom saobraćaju.

Član 3

Student ima pravo na:

1. ishranu u ustanovi za ishranu studenata,

2. smeštaj u ustanovi za smeštaj studenata,

3. studentski kredit,

4. studentsku stipendiju,

5. oporavak i odmor u ustanovama studentskog standarda,

6. informisanje i izdavačku delatnost, u skladu sa ovim zakonom,

7. kulturno-zabavne aktivnosti u ustanovama studentskog standarda,

8. sportsko-rekreativne aktivnosti i

9. povlastice na prevoz u mesnom saobraćaju u mestu studiranja.

Ova prava student ostvaruje u sedištu fakulteta i više škole, kao i u sedištu odeljenja fakulteta i više škole u kojem studira, pod uslovima utvrđenim ovim zakonom.

Član 4

Radi obezbeđivanja ostvarivanja prava utvrđenih ovim zakonom osnivaju se ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Poslove iz delatnosti učeničkog i studentskog standarda mogu obavljati i druga pravna lica i građani, u skladu sa ovim zakonom.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i uslove za vršenje poslova iz stava 2. ovog člana.

Član 5

Prava iz ovog zakona vezana su za ličnost i svojstvo učenika, odnosno studenata i ne mogu se prenositi.

Novčana primanja iz ovog zakona ne mogu biti predmet obezbeđenja ili prinudnog izvršenja.

Troškove postupka za ostvarivanje prava iz ovog zakona ne snose učenici, odnosno studenti.

O pravima iz ovog zakona vodi se jedinstvena evidencija, u skladu sa opštim aktom Ministarstva prosvete.

Član 6

Sredstva za obavljanje delatnosti ustanova iz člana 4. stav 1. ovog zakona obezbeđuju se iz budžeta Republike, neposredno od korisnika, prodajom usluga na tržištu, donatorstvom i iz drugih izvora, u skladu sa zakonom.

Član 7

Prava iz ovog zakona ostvaruju učenici i studenti državljani SRJ upisani na škole i fakultete u Republici Srbiji.

Učenici i studenti iz drugih republika (druge republike) SRJ ostvaruju pravo iz ovog zakona pod uslovom da učenici i studenti iz Republike Srbije upisani u toj republici ostvaruju jednaka prava sa učenicima i studentima iz te republike.

Pravo na smeštaj u ustanove studentskog standarda mogu ostvarivati i studenti strani državljani, stipendisti jugoslovenskih organa, u skladu sa međunarodnim ugovorom.
II PRAVA U UČENIČKOM I STUDENTSKOM STANDARDU I USLOVI I POSTUPAK ZA NJIHOVO OSTVARIVANJE

a) Prava učenika

Član 8

Pravo na smeštaj i ishranu u ustanovi za smeštaj i ishranu učenika imaju redovni učenici srednjih škola, na osnovu konkursa.

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje dva meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za prijem učenika u ustanove.

Konkursom iz stava 2. ovog člana oglašavaju se uslovi prijema, broj raspoloživih mesta u ustanovi, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje na konkurs.

Redosled učenika za prijem u ustanovu utvrđuje se na osnovu uspeha učenika u prethodnom školovanju i prihoda porodice učenika.

Prihodom porodice, u smislu ovog zakona, smatra se prihod koji se utvrđuje radi ostvarivanja prava na materijalno obezbeđenje po propisima o socijalnoj zaštiti.

Raspodelu mesta i useljavanje učenika vrši ustanova za smeštaj i ishranu učenika.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa, način i postupak raspodele mesta i uslove prijema učenika u ustanove.

Član 9

U troškovima smeštaja i ishrane učenika u ustanovi za smeštaj i ishranu učestvuju i roditelji, odnosno staratelji učenika.

Ministar prosvete utvrđuje učešće roditelja, odnosno staratelja u troškovima iz stava 1. ovog člana.

Član 10

Pravo na učenički kredit imaju redovni učenici srednjih škola koji se školuju za deficitarna zanimanja, na osnovu konkursa i koji imaju zaključen ugovor sa preduzećem ili ustanovom o korišćenju kredita.

Listu deficitarnih zanimanja utvrđuje Vlada Republike Srbije.

Pravo iz stava 1. ovog člana ostvaruje se u mesečnom novčanom iznosu koji odgovara polovini visine učešća učenika u ceni smeštaja i ishrane u ustanovi za smeštaj i ishranu.

Utvrđeni iznos kredita isplaćuje se roditelju, odnosno staratelju, uz obavezu vraćanja kredita sa kamatom, u skladu sa uslovima utvrđenim konkursom.

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje dva meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za dodelu kredita.

Konkursom iz stava 5. ovog člana oglašavaju se uslovi za dodelu kredita, broj korisnika kredita, visina kredita, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje na konkurs.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa i uslove za dodelu kredita.

Član 11

Korisnik kredita može biti redovan učenik čiji roditelji, odnosno staratelji imaju prebivalište na teritoriji Republike Srbije.

Ministarstvo prosvete može odobriti dodelu kredita za deficitarna zanimanja koja posebno utvrdi Vlada Republike Srbije u listi iz člana 10. stav 2. ovog zakona, pod uslovima utvrđenim konkursom, i učenicima čiji roditelji, odnosno staratelji nemaju prebivalište na teritoriji Republike Srbije, a imaju prebivalište na teritoriji SR Jugoslavije.

Član 12

Pravo na učeničku stipendiju imaju redovni učenici srednjih škola koji postignu odličan uspeh tokom školovanja, na osnovu konkursa.

Stipendija se dodeljuje bez obaveze vraćanja.

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje tri meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za dodelu stipendije.

Konkursom iz stava 3. ovog člana oglašavaju se uslovi za dodelu stipendije, broj stipendista, visina stipendije, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje na konkurs.

Redosled učenika za dodelu stipendije utvrđuje se na osnovu uspeha učenika u prethodnom školovanju i prihoda porodice učenika, u smislu ovog zakona.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa i uslove za dodelu stipendije.

Član 13

Učenicima smeštenim u ustanovu za smeštaj i ishranu učenika, obezbeđuje se vaspitni rad.

Vaspitnim radom u ustanovi učeničkog standarda obezbeđuje se razvijanje intelektualnih i radnih sposobnosti; unapređivanje fizičkog zdravlja; pomoć u učenju i izvršavanju školskih obaveza; razvijanje moralnih, estetskih i ostalih vrednosti ličnosti.

Član 14

Pravo na registrovan prevoz imaju učenici koji nisu smešteni u ustanovi za smeštaj i ishranu učenika.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje visinu, način i postupak ostvarivanja regresa u skladu sa socijalnim stanjem roditelja ili staratelja pre početka školske godine.

b) Prava studenata

Član 15

Pravo na regresiranu ishranu u ustanovi za ishranu studenata, odnosno u drugoj odgovarajućoj organizaciji imaju studenti fakulteta i viših škola čije se školovanje, u skladu sa zakonom, finansira iz budžeta Republike. Student koji ponovi godinu studija nema pravo na regresiranu ishranu za tu godinu.

Pravo iz stava 1. ovog člana može se ostvarivati samo po osnovu statusa studenta na jednom fakultetu, odnosno višoj školi.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak ostvarivanja prava iz stava 1. ovog člana.

Član 16

Student može u toku studija privremeno ili trajno izgubiti pravo na ishranu, utvrđeno ovim zakonom, i to:

- privremeno, ako narušava utvrđena pravila ponašanja u ustanovi studentskog standarda i

- trajno, ako je pravo iz ovog zakona stekao na osnovu netačne ili falsifikovane isprave.

Rešenje o privremenom ili trajnom oduzimanju prava donosi Ministarstvo prosvete.

Član 17

Pravo na smeštaj u ustanovi za smeštaj studenata imaju studenti, čije se školovanje finansira iz javnih prihoda, na osnovu konkursa.

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje dva meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za prijem studenata u ustanovu.

Konkursom iz stava 2. ovog člana oglašavaju se uslovi prijema, broj raspoloživih mesta u ustanovi, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje na konkurs.

Pravo učešća na konkursu imaju studenti iz stava 1. ovog člana, kojima mesto studiranja nije i stalno mesto boravka.

Redosled studenata za prijem u ustanovu utvrđuje se na osnovu uspeha u prethodnom školovanju, prihoda porodice studenta u smislu ovog zakona i, gde je to konkursom predviđeno, odgovarajućeg lekarskog uverenja.

Konkurs iz stava 2. ovog člana raspisuje Ministarstvo prosvete.

Raspodelu mesta vrši odgovarajuća organizacija, odnosno služba, koju odredi Ministarstvo prosvete.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa, način i postupak raspodele mesta i uslova prijema studenata u ustanove.

Studenti odgovarajućeg univerziteta imaju pravo, preko izabrane komisije, da ostvaruju uvid u rad organizacije, odnosno službe koja vrši raspodelu mesta i useljavanje studenata.

Član 18

Fakultet, odnosno viša škola obavezni su da vode posebnu evidenciju o prijemu dokumenata za konkurs iz člana 17. ovog zakona.

Fakultet, odnosno viša škola, dostavlja dokumenta odgovarajućoj organizaciji, odnosno službi iz stava 7. prethodnog člana.

Član 19

Pravo na studentski kredit imaju redovni studenti fakulteta i viših škola koji su prvi put upisali odgovarajuću godinu studija, na osnovu konkursa.

Pravo iz stava 1. ovog člana, ostvaruje se u mesečnom novčanom iznosu najmanje u visini učešća studenata u ceni smeštaja i ishrane uvećanom za 25 procenata.

Ugovor o kreditu sa studentom sklapa Ministarstvo prosvete, odnosno organizacija kojoj je Ministarstvo poverilo poslove isplate kredita.

Korisnik kredita obavezan je da vrati isplaćeni kredit sa kamatom, u skladu sa uslovima utvrđenim konkursom.

Član 20

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje dva meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za dodelu kredita.

Konkursom iz stava 1. ovog člana, oglašavaju se uslovi za dodelu kredita, broj korisnika, visina kredita, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje na konkurs.

Redosled studenata za dodelu kredita utvrđuje se na osnovu uspeha studenta u prethodnom školovanju i prihoda porodice studenta u smislu ovog zakona.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa i uslove za dodelu kredita.

Korisnik kredita može biti redovan student čiji roditelji ili staratelji imaju prebivalište na teritoriji Republike Srbije.

Član 21

Pravo na studentsku stipendiju imaju redovni studenti fakulteta i viših škola koji postignu izuzetne rezultate tokom studija, na osnovu konkursa.

Stipendija se dodeljuje bez obaveze vraćanja.

Ministarstvo prosvete, najmanje dva meseca pre početka školske godine, raspisuje konkurs za dodelu studentskih stipendija.

Konkursom iz stava 3. ovog člana oglašavaju se uslovi za dodelu stipendije, broj stipendista, visina stipendije, potrebni dokumenti i rokovi za prijavljivanje.

Redosled studenata za dodelu stipendija utvrđuje se na osnovu školskog uspeha, odnosno postignutog uspeha tokom studiranja.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak sprovođenja konkursa i uslove za dodelu stipendije.

Član 22

Ministarstvo prosvete može odobriti dodelu studentskog kredita i stipendije i redovnim studentima univerziteta u Srbiji, čiji roditelji ili staratelji nemaju prebivalište na teritoriji Republike Srbije, a imaju prebivalište na teritoriji SR Jugoslavije, ukoliko za to postoje materijalni uslovi.

Član 23

Pravo na oporavak i odmor u odgovarajućim ustanovama imaju redovni studenti, na osnovu lekarskog uverenja.

Ministarstvo prosvete, na početku školske godine, oglašava uslove prijema u ustanovu za oporavak i odmor, broj raspoloživih mesta, potrebne dokumente za korišćenje ovog prava i rokove za podnošenje prijava.

Redosled studenata za prijem u ustanovu utvrđuje lekarska komisija u okviru studentske poliklinike koju sačinjavaju najmanje tri lekara, na osnovu medicinske dokumentacije o stepenu i vrsti oboljenja.

U troškovima oporavka i odmora u ustanovi za oporavak i odmor, učestvuju i studenti.

Kriterijume i merila za učešće studenata u troškovima iz stava 4. ovog člana, utvrđuje Ministarstvo prosvete.

Član 24

Uslovi za sticanje prava iz člana 3. tač. 5, 6, 7, 8. i 9. kao i člana 23. ovog zakona, u odgovarajućim ustanovama, odnosno udruženjima i organizacijama i kriterijumi i merila za učešće studenata u troškovima ovih usluga, regulisaće se posebnim pravilnikom koji donosi osnivač u postupku propisanim osnivačkim aktom.

III USTANOVE UČENIČKOG I STUDENTSKOG STANDARDA

Član 25

Radi ostvarivanja prava na smeštaj, ishranu, oporavak i odmor i kulturno-zabavne aktivnosti, utvrđenih ovim zakonom, osnivaju se ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda osniva Vlada Republike Srbije, u skladu sa planom mreže ustanova koji donosi Vlada Republike Srbije.

Član 26

Na osnivanje, organizovanje, upravljanje, rukovođenje, položaj zaposlenih u ustanovama učeničkog i studentskog standarda, nadzor nad zakonitošću rada i ukidanje, primenjuju se odredbe zakona kojima se uređuje sistem javnih službi.

Ministarstvo prosvete daje saglasnost na akt o organizaciji i o sistematizaciji poslova i zadataka ustanova učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Član 27

Organi ustanove su: direktor, upravni odbor i nadzorni odbor.

Član 28

Direktora ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda imenuje i razrešava osnivač, po pribavljenom mišljenju upravnog odbora ustanove.

Član 29

Upravni odbor ustanova učeničkog i studentskog standarda imenuje i razrešava osnivač.

Upravni odbor ustanove studentskog standarda sačinjava devet predstavnika osnivača, tri predstavnika studenata, tri predstavnika univerziteta i tri predstavnika iz reda zaposlenih u ustanovi.

Upravni odbor ustanove učeničkog standarda sačinjavaju četiri predstavnika osnivača, dva predstavnika roditelja i dva predstavnika zaposlenih u ustanovi.

Upravni odbor donosi odluke većinom glasova ukupnog broja članova.

Član 30

Nadzorni odbor ustanove studentskog standarda sačinjavaju tri predstavnika osnivača, jedan predstavnik studenata, jedan predstavnik univerziteta i jedan predstavnik zaposlenih u ustanovi.

Nadzorni odbor ustanove učeničkog standarda sačinjavaju tri predstavnika osnivača, dva predstavnika roditelja učenika i jedan predstavnik zaposlenih u ustanovi.

Nadzorni odbor ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda imenuje i razrešava osnivač. Nadzorni odbor donosi odluke većinom glasova ukupnog broja članova.

a) Ustanove učeničkog standarda

Član 31

Ustanove učeničkog standarda su domovi učenika.

Dom učenika je ustanova koja obezbeđuje učenicima smeštaj, ishranu, vaspitni rad, staranje o zdravlju, kulturno-zabavne, sportske, rekreativne i druge aktivnosti.

Član 32

U domu učenika obezbeđuje se vaspitni rad u toku dana i noćno dežurstvo.

Član 33

Plan i program vaspitnog rada sa učenicima donosi Ministarstvo prosvete.

Plan i program vaspitnog rada ostvaruje se u vaspitnim grupama do 25 učenika, odnosno do 10 učenika ometenih u razvoju.

Dom vodi matičnu evidenciju o učenicima i o ostvarivanju godišnjeg programa rada.

Sadržaj i način vođenja evidencije iz stava 3. ovog člana propisuje ministar prosvete.

Član 34

Plan i program vaspitnog rada u domu učenika ostvaruju vaspitači i stručni saradnici.

Vaspitači obavljaju vaspitni rad sa učenicima i ostvaruju ciljeve i zadatke programa vaspitnog rada, i stručni saradnici rade na pedagoško-psihološkim, socijalno-zdravstvenim, bibliotečkim i drugim stručnim poslovima kojima se doprinosi vaspitno-obrazovnom radu.

Vaspitači i stručni saradnici u domu učenika mogu biti lica koja imaju visoku stručnu spremu i ispunjavaju druge uslove za obavljanje poslova nastavnika i stručnih saradnika u srednjoj školi.

U okviru radnog vremena u sedmici, vaspitači imaju 30 časova neposrednog vaspitnog rada sa učenicima.

Član 35

U domu učenika obrazuje se pedagoško veće kao stručni organ za ostvarivanje vaspitnog rada u domu učenika.

Pedagoško veće čine vaspitači i stručni saradnici, a većem rukovodi direktor doma.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže propisuje način i postupak ostvarivanja prava i obaveza vaspitača i stručnih saradnika, ovlašćenja i način rada pedagoškog veća i druga pitanja od značaja za ostvarivanje programa vaspitnog rada.

b) Ustanove studentskog standarda

Član 36

Ustanove studentskog standarda su: studentski restoran, studentski dom, studentski centar, studentska oporavilišta i odmarališta i studentski kulturni centar, odnosno dom kulture.

Član 37

Studentski restoran je ustanova u kojoj se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje prava na ishranu studenata.

Ministarstvo prosvete utvrđuje normative za ishranu i standarde za obavljanje delatnosti u ustanovama za ishranu studenata.

Član 38

Studentski dom je ustanova u kojoj se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje prava na smeštaj studenata.

Ministarstvo prosvete utvrđuje standarde za obavljanje delatnosti u ustanovama iz stava 1. ovog člana.

Član 39

Studentski centar je ustanova u kojoj se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje prava, odnosno delatnosti utvrđenih čl. 37. i 38.

U studentskom centru obezbeđuje se i ostvarivanje zabavnih i sportsko-rekreativnih programa, kao i uslovi za učenje i društveni život.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže uređuje način i postupak ostvarivanja programa iz stava 2. ovog člana i propisuje standarde koje ustanova mora ispuniti za obezbeđivanje uslova za učenje.

Član 40

Studentska oporavilišta i odmarališta su ustanove u kojima se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje prava na oporavak i odmor studenata.

Studentska oporavilišta i odmarališta obezbeđuju korisnicima ishranu, smeštaj, odmor i oporavak, postoperativni oporavak i rehabilitaciju.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže utvrđuje standarde i uslove za obavljanje delatnosti iz stava 2. ovog člana.

Član 41

Studentski kulturni centri, odnosno domovi kulture su ustanove u kojima se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje programa, odnosno delova programa iz oblasti kulture, a kojima se obezbeđuje ostvarivanje prava studenata, u skladu sa ovim zakonom.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže utvrđuje kriterijume na osnovu kojih se, iz budžeta Republike, obezbeđuju sredstva za finansiranje delatnosti ustanova iz stava 1. ovog člana i sredstva za ostvarivanje programa.

Ministarstvo prosvete kriterijume iz stava 2. ovog člana utvrđuje u saradnji sa ustanovama iz stava 1. ovog člana.

Član 42

Zavod za zdravstvenu zaštitu studenata je specijalizovana ustanova zdravstvene zaštite studenata organizovana u skladu sa Zakonom o zdravstvenoj zaštiti.

Zavod za zdravstvenu zaštitu studenata u oblasti studentskog standarda obavlja higijensko-sanitarni i epidemiološki nadzor nad objektima za smeštaj i ishranu studenata, sistematske preglede, kao i organizovanje zdravstveno-vaspitnog rada sa studentima.

Član 42a

Delatnost doma učenika i studentskog centra jeste:

1. stvaranje uslova za izvršavanje obrazovnih obaveza učenika i studenata;

2. stvaranje uslova za podsticanje, ostvarivanje i unapređivanje fizičkog zdravlja, sportsko-rekreativnih aktivnosti, razvijanje kulturno-zabavnih i informativnih aktivnosti i drugih društvenih aktivnosti učenika i studenata;

3. obezbeđivanje ostvarivanja prava učenika i studenata i ostvarivanje drugog zakonom utvrđenog interesa;

4. stvaranje uslova za smeštaj i ishranu učenika i studenata;

5. stvaranje uslova za zdravstvenu i socijalnu zaštitu učenika i studenata;

6. pružanje ugostiteljskih usluga ishrane; i

7. pružanje usluga trećim licima.

Delatnost studentskog kulturnog centra jeste:

1. obezbeđivanje uslova i organizovanje sprovođenja programa i delova programa iz oblasti kulture;

2. stvaranje uslova za ostvarivanje edukativne funkcije i funkcije obrazovanja;

3. pružanje usluga trećim licima u oblasti kulture i umetnosti; i

4. pružanje ostalih usluga trećim licima.

Delatnost studentskog oporavilišta jeste:

1. organizovanje oporavka i odmora studenata;

2. organizovanje i obezbeđivanje studentima ishrane, smeštaja, odmora i oporavka, postoperativnog oporavka i rehabilitacije; i

3. pružanje usluga trećim licima.

Ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda mogu obavljati i druge delatnosti, uz saglasnost osnivača.
IV OSTVARIVANJE OPŠTEG INTERESA KROZ PROGRAME STUDENTSKIH UDRUŽENJA I ORGANIZACIJA

Član 43

Opšti interes u oblasti studentskog standarda jesu programi ili delovi programa kojima se obezbeđuje informisanje studenata i izdavačka delatnost, ostvarivanje kulturno-zabavnih aktivnosti i ostvarivanje sportsko-rekreativnih aktivnosti.

Opšti interes u oblasti studentskog standarda jesu i programi ili delovi programa zdravstveno-potpornog udruženja, univerzitetskih sportskih klubova, kulturno-umetničkih društava i klubova tehnike.

Član 44

Sredstva za ostvarivanje opšteg interesa u oblasti studentskog standarda, utvrđenog ovim zakonom, obezbeđuju se u budžetu Republike Srbije.

Ministarstvo prosvete utvrđuje koji će se programi, odnosno delovi programa finansirati sredstvima budžeta Republike Srbije, a po pribavljenim stručnim mišljenjima, o opštem interesu sadržanom u tim programima, od odgovarajućih ustanova i istaknutih stručnjaka.

Član 45

Ministarstvo prosvete propisuje bliže kriterijume na osnovu kojih se utvrđuju sredstva za izvođenje programa, odnosno delova programa u smislu ovog zakona.

Član 46

Korisnici sredstava koji ostvaruju opšti interes, utvrđen u članu 43. ovog zakona, dužni su da Ministarstvu prosvete podnose izveštaj o ostvarivanju programa i namenskom korišćenju sredstava budžeta Republike Srbije.

V NAČIN FINANSIRANJA

Član 47

Sredstva iz budžeta Republike za finansiranje učeničkog i studentskog standarda obezbeđuju se u skladu sa propisima o finansiranju javnih rashoda.

Član 48

Ustanovama učeničkog i studentskog standarda, koje pružaju usluge smeštaja i ishrane, sredstva za obavljanje delatnosti obezbeđuju se kroz cenu usluge.

Cenom usluge obezbeđuje se naknada materijalnih troškova, u skladu sa utvrđenim normativima; amortizacija, u skladu sa zakonom; zarade zaposlenih, u skladu sa važećim propisima; tekuće i investiciono održavanje i sredstva za, zakonom određene, obaveze.

Ministarstvo prosvete bliže utvrđuje kriterijume i merila za utvrđivanje cene usluga u ustanovama učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Član 49

Odluku o cenama smeštaja i ishrane u ustanovama učeničkog i studentskog standarda donosi Ministarstvo prosvete, po pribavljenom mišljenju ustanova učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Član 50

Studentskim kulturnim centrima, domovima kulture, studentskim oporavilištima i odmaralištima, kao i organizacijama i udruženjima u oblasti učeničkog i studentskog standarda, iz budžeta se obezbeđuju, u skladu sa odgovarajućim propisima, sredstva za amortizaciju, tekuće i investiciono održavanje objekata, materijalne troškove i zarade zaposlenih radnika.

Ustanovama iz stava 1. ovog člana obezbeđuju se i sredstva za ostvarivanje programa ili delova programa za koje je utvrđeno da predstavljaju ostvarivanje opšteg interesa, u skladu sa ovim zakonom.

VI KAZNENE ODREDBE

Član 51*

Novčanom kaznom od 30.000 do 500.000 dinara kazniće se za prekršaj ustanova učeničkog i studentskog standarda ako:

1. otpočne sa radom i obavlja delatnost a ne ispunjava propisane uslove, odnosno ako obavlja delatnost bez odobrenja nadležnog organa;

2. u određenom roku ne preduzme mere za otklanjanje nedostataka utvrđenih nadzorom;

3. primi u dom učenika, odnosno studenta mimo odredaba čl. 8, 9, 17. i 18. ovog zakona;

4. pruža usluge ishrane učenicima, odnosno studentima mimo odredaba čl. 8, 9, 15. i 16. ovog zakona, i

5. dozvoli političko organizovanje, delovanje, odnosno korišćenje prostora ustanove u te svrhe.

Član 52*

Novčanom kaznom od 5.000 do 50.000 dinara kazniće se direktor ustanove učeničkog, odnosno studentskog standarda ako u radni odnos primi lice koje ne ispunjava uslove utvrđene ovim zakonom ili ga izabere bez javnog konkursa.

Član 53*

Novčanom kaznom u iznosu od 5.000 do 50.000 dinara kazniće se ovlašćeno lice fakulteta koje overi netačne podatke u zahtevu za izdavanje abonentske knjižice za ishranu studenata.

Član 54*

Student koji ustupi, odnosno neovlašćeno koristi pravo drugog lica, kazniće se gubitkom prava za tu školsku godinu.

Novčanom kaznom u iznosu od 5.000 do 50.000 dinara kazniće se lice koje koristi pravo koje mu ne pripada.

VII PRELAZNE I ZAVRŠNE ODREDBE

Član 55

Osnivačka prava organizacija učeničkog i studentskog standarda koje je osnovala opština, grad, autonomna pokrajina, univerzitet i javno preduzeće koje je osnovano zakonom, a koje su utvrđene mrežom ustanova, prelaze na Republiku.

Imovina ustanova iz stava 1. ovog člana u državnoj je svojini.

Član 56

Organizacije iz člana 55. ovog zakona, nastaviće sa radom kao ustanove učeničkog i studentskog standarda, u skladu sa aktom o mreži ustanova učeničkog i studentskog standarda.

Organizacije učeničkog i studentskog standarda iz stava 1. ovog člana pripremiće statut i druge akte i izvršiti promene upisa u registar najkasnije do 31. jula 1993. godine.

Član 57

Odredbe podzakonskih akata koje su se primenjivale do stupanja na snagu ovog zakona, a nisu sa njim u suprotnosti, primenjivaće se do donošenja odgovarajućih propisa na osnovu ovog zakona.

Učešće u ceni smeštaja i ishrane u ustanovama studentskog standarda, odnosno odnos sredstava obezbeđenih iz budžeta Republike Srbije i sredstava od participacije korisnika, na dan stupanja na snagu ovog zakona, može se menjati uz saglasnost izabranih predstavnika studenata.

Član 58

Danom stupanja na snagu ovog zakona prestaje da važi Zakon o domovima učenika ("Službeni glasnik SRS", br. 25/79, 23/80 i 24/85), Zakon o organizacijama udruženog rada za studentski standard ("Službeni glasnik SRS", broj 28/78), Zakon o stipendiranju i kreditiranju studenata i učenika ("Službeni glasnik SRS", br. 1/68, 25/75 i 24/85), Zakon o učeničkom i studentskom standardu ("Službeni list SAP Vojvodine", broj 20/85) i izmene i dopune Zakona o učeničkom i studentskom standardu ("Službeni list SAP Vojvodine", br. 23/85, 25/85, 8/89, 22/89 i 6/90).

Član 59

Ovaj zakon stupa na snagu osmog dana od dana objavljivanja u "Službenom glasniku Republike Srbije". 

SLOVENIA

Pursuant to laws and rules and with regard to their life standard, students pursuing full-time courses in the Republic of Slovenia are entitled to subsidized meals, accommodation and transport.

1. Subsidized student meals are governed by law. The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology authorised the Student Organisation of the University of Ljubljana to perform individual tasks relating to subsidized meals. Providers of subsidized student meals are chosen in a public tender by the Ministry. The amount of the subsidy for a student meal equals EUR 2,35. Those entitled to subsidized student meals are all persons with a student's status which are not employed and are entitled to one subsidized meal per day.

2. As regards lodging, student may receive benefits on the basis of the Rules on Subsidizing the Accommodation of Students. Subsidies for student accommodation are granted to public or private institutions, other legal persons with the registered activity as a provider of student residences, and private undertakings offering student room accommodation in accordance with the Rules. Student residences receive subsidies by the Ministry on the basis of a public tender and in accordance with financial regulations. Public tender for the selection of student residences is published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia.

Students need to satisfy the following conditions:

- be a citizen of the Republic of Slovenia,

- have a student's status and pursue student courses which qualify as full-time courses, and are not employed or self-employed,

- have a student's status and pursue student courses which qualify as part-time courses and are held at least three times a week, and are not employed or self-employed,

- average gross income per family member for the past year does not exceed 150% of gross salary  per employee of the Republic of Slovenia during the same period,

- have permanent residence which is located at a distance of at least 25 km from the place of the study programme,

- are not expelled from the student residence.

Subsidies art also granted to life-partners of students with children. However, partner needs to meet the conditions from the first three indents mentioned above. A subsidy is also granted to the child of the student.

Criteria for subsidized student accommodation are determined on the basis of academic performance, distance from the permanent residence, financial standing of family members and special social and health situation of the student.

The amount of the subsidy is equal to at least 20% of the average accommodation price.  
3. On the basis of the Higher Education Act, the Rules on Subsidies for Student Transportation were adopted. These Rules determine the procedure and criteria for monthly transportation ticket subsidies for students pursuing their studies outside the area of their permanent residence. The amount of the subsidy per individual student is determined on the basis of the scale classifying students into classes. In this connection, the following is considered:

- average gross income per family member as compared to average gross salary per employee of the Republic of Slovenia,

- distance between the place of study and the place of the permanent residence.

Depending on the family member income, students are entitled to a subsidy equivalent to 7% - 50% of average gross salary per employee of the Republic of Slovenia.

SWEDEN

The Swedish study support system has a long tradition and is an important part of the Government’s education policy. The system is designed to promote high participation in education. It is also intended to help realize the objectives of education policy by reducing the impact of social, financial and geographical background. All education in the state school system and universities and higher education institutions in Sweden is free of charge. Study support is primarily intended to cover a student’s living costs during his/her education. The study support system is also an important part of the Swedish welfare system.
In recent years, Sweden has made several reforms of the study support system in order to create a well-functioning system matching the Country's expansion of higher education. Sweden's current study support system was introduced on 1 July 2001 and contains different types of support consisting of grants and loans. The system is generously designed and creates the financial conditions for many people to get an education. It also means that the state's annual investment in this area are substantial.

The study support system is primarily regulated in the Study Support Act (1999:1395) and the Study Support Ordinance (2000:655) and primarily administered by the Swedish National Board of Student Aid (Centrala studiestödsnämnden, CSN). CSN has also issued a number of regulations.

There are different kinds of state study support to meet varying needs.

Study support

All adult students can apply for study support regardless of the educational level of their studies. Study support can be granted for full- or part-time studies. It is possible for students to work and earn a limited amount alongside their studies without support being reduced. Study support consists partly of a loan and partly of a grant that is given for the period of study, normally 40 weeks per academic year. There are some limitations in the study support that are linked to the period of study and to the student's age. The upper age limit for students to receive support is 54 years. 

The sum paid as a study grant is equal for all and is adjusted annually according to the general development of prices in society. The study grant is around one-third of the total amount of study support and is tax-free and pensionable. Students with children receive an additional grant. The loan is around two-thirds of the total amount of study support. More than two-thirds of all students choose to take out a study loan. It is also possible for some students to receive further supplementary loans and loans for additional costs in connection with their studies.

The study support system is based on repayment of study loans. Repayment starts at the beginning of the year following the completion of studies and normally continues for 25 years. Interest is immediately added to the debt. The interest rate is advantageous compared with other interest on loans and takes account of deduction rules in the tax system. Safety clauses are also built into the repayment system, which make it possible to take account of an individual's ability to pay.

Upper secondary study allowance

Upper secondary study allowance promotes high participation in secondary school and contributes to the costs of young people's education. It is given in addition to other societal support to families with children. Upper secondary study allowance primarily consists of a study grant for young students at secondary schools and is disbursed over a 10-month period per academic year. It is also possible for some students to receive means-tested supplementary support. 

Discounts and insurances

Students in upper secondary school, adult secondary education programme (Komvux), folk high school, advanced vocation-oriented training course (KY), other post-secondary course or university level are eligible for various discounts and offers. The students are for example entitled to discounts on course books from certain bookshops and travels with the Swedish State Railways (SJ) and the Scandinavian Airlines (SAS). All students at a Swedish college or university in Sweden, are also covered by a group personal injury insurance policy. 
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UNITED KINGDOM

A. School students

Your email referred to high-school students, in the UK, I think we would understand this to mean students aged 11-18.  In England, education is compulsory from 5-16 years of age. Post-16 education and training is currently optional, but new legislation coming into force means that, by 2013, young people up to the age of 18 will need to be in some sort of education or training. 

To complicate matters, the legislation on support for high-school students (e.g, in terms of transport, meals, etc.) is different for the 11-16 and 16+ groups.  There are also differences between the systems in Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and England.  I am concentrating here on the legislation concerning 11-16 year olds in England only. 

You requested that any legislation be provided in English – I have included links to the relevant legislation in the text below. 

School meals

Broadly speaking, state-funded schools are required by law to provide meals in certain circumstances.  Some children – namely, those from low-income families receiving certain welfare benefits, are entitled to free school meals.  The state-funded website Teachernet explains the basic position:

Provision of meals

The duty to provide free meals to eligible pupils, paid lunches where parents request them, and to comply with national nutritional standards, rests with the LA (local authority –e.g., the local council). Where a school's budget share (funding) includes an amount in respect of meals and other refreshments this duty rests with the school's governing body.

For further information, see:

s512 of the Education Act 1996, amended by s201 of the Education Act 2002

The Education (Transfer of Functions Concerning School Lunches etc.) (England)(No.2) Order 1999 (SI 1999 No. 2164)

The Education (Free School Lunches) (Prescribed Tax Credits) (England) Order 2003 (SI 2003 No. 383)

The Education (School Lunches) (Prescribed Requirements) (England) Order 2003 (Statutory Instrument 2003 No. 382)

The LA or governing body may provide meals or other refreshments to pupils, either on the school premises or elsewhere where education is provided.

The LA or governing body must provide facilities for pupils not taking school meals, so they can eat meals which they've brought to school. These facilities include; accommodation, furniture and supervision, which allow children to eat their meals in suitable conditions. The school cannot charge pupils for using these facilities.

Free school meals

Children whose parents receive (or who themselves receive) the following are entitled to free school meals:

· Income Support (IS) 

· Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

· support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

· Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual taxable income (as assessed by The Inland Revenue) which from 6 April 2006 does not exceed £14,155; 

· or the Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 

N.B. Children who receive IS and IBJSA in their own right are also entitled to free school meals.

All other pupils must be charged the same amount for the same quantity of the same food, although the meals may be subsidised. Neither the governing body nor the LA has the power to provide free meals to any other pupils.

There are also regulations which aim to ensure that school meals conform to certain minimum nutritional standards  – I think this may be outside the scope of your enquiry so I will not go into it in detail here, but for more information please see:

http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/content.asp?ContentId=426
Transport to school

I have taken the extract below on school transport from a note written by my colleague, Christine Gillie.
 

The duties and powers of local authorities in England to provide home to school transport are governed by the Education Act 1996, as amended – most recently by the Education and Inspections Act 2006.  In addition to the legislation there has been much case law on school transport, and the Government has issued guidance on the interpretation of the law and on good practice.  Detailed guidance on the provision of school transport is contained in Home to School Travel and Transport Guidance, published by the DfES
 in 2007.  The Directgov website also has a section entitled’ Free school transport - find out if your child qualifies.’

Under section 508B of the 1996 Act, as amended, local authorities have a duty to make such travel arrangements as they consider necessary to facilitate attendance at school for ‘eligible children.’  Section 508C of the Act provides local authorities with discretionary powers to make arrangements for other children.  The definition of ‘eligible child’ is contained in schedule 8 of the 2006 Act which introduces a new Schedule 35B into the 1996 Act.  

Basically speaking, there are several categories of ‘eligible children’, all of which only cover children of compulsory school age attending ‘qualifying’ schools’ (see the extract from the guidance below).  The categories include those children who attend schools beyond the statutory walking distance
 where the local authority has not made ‘suitable arrangements’ for boarding accommodation or attendance at a nearer school.  Another category is those children who attend schools within the statutory walking distance but who have special educational needs or mobility problems which mean that they cannot reasonably be expected to walk, and the local authority has not made suitable arrangements to enable them to attend a nearer school.  Those children who cannot be expected to walk to their nearest suitable school because of the nature of the route are another category.  

Paragraphs 102 to 108 of the guidance cover the meaning of ‘qualifying school.’  In particular paragraph paragraphs 106 to 108 state:

Suitability of a “qualifying school”

106. References to “the nearest qualifying school” are to be taken to mean the nearest qualifying school with places available that provides education appropriate to the age, ability and aptitude of the child, and any special educational needs that the child may have.

107. The nearest qualifying school for a child with special educational needs may well be different than for other children.

108. When considering eligibility for transport, for a school to be considered “suitable” it must have places available.

A further category of eligible children is children from low income families.  For low income families the extended rights to home to school transport for secondary aged pupils (11-16) is to any one of the three nearest suitable schools, where the distance travelled is between 2 and 6 miles, and to the nearest school preferred on grounds of religion or belief where this is between 2 and 15 miles; and for primary aged pupils aged over eight, to their nearest school where this is more than 2 miles from their home.  The low income provisions came into force for primary schools from September 2007 and for secondary aged pupils from September 2008.  Children from low income groups are defined in the Act as those who are entitled to free school meals, or those whose families are in receipt of their maximum level of Working Tax Credit (WTC).  Incidentally, officials are looking at ways to improve the mechanism for identifying parents who are in receipt of maximum Working Tax Credit.

Section 509AD of the 1996 Act places a duty on local authorities to have regard to, amongst other things, any wish of a parent for their child to be provided with education at a particular school or institution on grounds of a parent’s religion or belief.  This duty is in addition to the duty on local authorities to make travel arrangements for children of parents on low incomes (referred to above).  Chapter 5 of the guidance provides detailed information on the interpretation of local authorities’ duties and powers in relation to school transport and parents’ school preferences on grounds of religious belief.  

Local authorities have discretionary powers to help pupils who do not automatically qualify for free transport; however, policy on this will be a matter for individual local authorities, and discretionary transport does not have to be free.  If a child does not fall within one of the categories of ‘eligible children’ for free transport then a local authority may decided not to provide discretionary transport to a preferred school if there is nearer suitable school that the child could attend.

Accommodation

Your original email asked whether there was any legislation about accommodation for (high-school) students.  I am not quite sure what you have in mind here, so it is a little difficult to provide a detailed answer.  There are a few state-subsidised boarding schools and many more non-subsidised (private, fee-paying) boarding schools in England.  As I understand it, the accommodation and care they provide must meet minimum standards drawn up by the National Care Standards Commission. For more information, please see:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4006331
Looking at the issue from a different angle, families on low incomes may be entitled to payment of their rent and other associated benefits (called housing benefit, or Local Housing Allowance) as part of the mainstream welfare benefit system. 

Children from families in receipt of certain welfare benefits (or children entitled to those benefits themselves) are entitled to free board and lodging (e.g., accommodation and food) during residential school trips by virtue of the Education Act 1996, as amended. 

Other support

Local authorities (councils) have a range of discretionary powers to provide other sorts of help to parents with school-age children, including those at 'high schools'  - for example, they can provide money or vouchers to buy school uniforms, books, or other items.  Availability of such assistance varies by region. 

Further information

An overview of the help available with the costs of schooling is available on the following website, run by a non-profit organisation, the Citizens' Advice Bureau:

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/index/family_parent/education/help_with_the_costs_of_education.htm
This information is aimed at parents, so contains limited detail about the legislative basis for help available.

B. Students 16-19 in further education (FE)

Students of 16-19 in further education are eligible for financial support in the form of an Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA).  This support provides up to £30 per week for eligible students; it is designed as an incentive to encourage low income students to stay on in post compulsory education.  This funding may be used to cover some of the cost of studying.  The EMA system is governed by criteria set out in an Administrative Scheme Under Section 14 OF The Education Act 2002 Governing The Payment of Education Maintenance Allowances which came into force in July 2009.

Students in this age group may be eligible for help with transport costs depending on their individual circumstances.
  Each Local Authority (LA) has a legal duty to publish their Transport Policy Statement for learners of sixth form age.  

Free school meals are not available for FE students, but may be available to eligible students in school sixth forms.

Funding to assist with the cost of accommodation may be available for FE students depending on their circumstances.  Residential bursaries and the residential support scheme are available for students who need to study away from home because specific courses are not available locally.

C. Higher education (university) students

In the UK university students are provided for by the state through the student support system.  Regulations governing student support are made on an annual basis under sections 22, 42 and 43 of the Teaching and Higher Education Act 1998.
The Government does not provide free meals or accommodation for students, it is expected that students will use their student support funding to cover these costs.  The principles of the student support system are similar in each devolved region of the UK, however differences have evolved in the specific type of grants available in each region of the UK.  

England 

Student support arrangements and eligibility criteria for English students are set out in annual statutory instruments – for the coming academic year 2009/10 the provisions are contained in the Education (Student Support) Regulations 2009 SI 1555 which came into force on 1 September 2009.

The student support system provides means tested financial assistance for students in the form of loans for tuition fees and maintenance and grants.  Students with a household income of less than £25,000 are eligible for maintenance loans of up to £6,928
 and maintenance grants of £2906.  Detailed eligibility criteria for loans and grants are set out in the regulations.  An overview of the student support system is available in a booklet called A Guide to Financial Support for Higher Education Students 2009/10 New Full Time Students.

Students with extra needs such as disabled students and students with dependants or children can access extra support in the form of a Disabled Students’ Allowance or Childcare Grant or Parents’ Learning Allowance or Adult Dependents Grant.  Requirements for these grants are also set out in the regulations.

Transport costs may be provided for certain eligible students.  The student support regulations allow for some transport costs for students studying specific courses where travelling is incurred such as medicine and dentistry.  Other students may be able to access assistance with travel costs from their university but usually only if they are experiencing financial difficulty. 

Universities provide additional finance for eligible students in the form of bursaries, the criteria for these funds are not set out in the student support regulations but are contained in access agreements, these are documents which each university must provide if they wish to charge more than the basic rate of fees.  Access agreements must be approved by the Office of Fair Access (OFFA).  OFFA is an independent public body established under section 31 of the Higher Education Act 2004; its role is to promote fair access to higher education.  

Devolved regions

The student support arrangements for each devolved region are contained in a set of student support regulations which are similar in form and content to the English regulations.  In Northern Ireland the current regulations are the: Education (Student Support) Regulations Northern Ireland 2009 No 37 which came into force on 12 March 2009.  In Wales the regulations are the Assembly Learning Grants and Loans (Higher Education) Wales (No 2) Regulations 2008 No 3170 which came into force on 1 September 2009.

Al list of all the regulations governing student support in Scotland is available on the Student Awards Agency for Scotland website at http://www.saas.gov.uk/student_support/legislation.htm.  

Prepared by
Sena Bajraktarević

Date: 06.01.2010

* For the purposes of this section, student dormitories mean dormitories used for the accommodation of secondary school students and exclude those intended for university students.


� The regulations regarding interest on and repayment of educational loans are also revised yearly.


� See: OECD THEMATIC REVIEW OF TERTIARY EDUCATION Country Background Report for Poland  �HYPERLINK "http://www.eng.nauka.gov.pl/_gAllery/30/69/3069/OECD_Tertiary_Review_CBR_Poland.pdf"�http://www.eng.nauka.gov.pl/_gAllery/30/69/3069/OECD_Tertiary_Review_CBR_Poland.pdf� 


�	  SPS 0908-115 


�	Department for Education and Schools – now called the Department for Children, Schools and Families or DCSF


�	 	The statutory walking distance is two miles for pupils aged under eight, and three miles for those aged eight and over.


�	 	�HYPERLINK "http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/910364/DCSF-seeks-free-transport-reform/"�http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/910364/DCSF-seeks-free-transport-reform/�





� 	Directgov at �HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/ExtraHelp/DG_066984"�http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/ExtraHelp/DG_066984�.  


� 	Directgov at �HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Pensionsandretirementplanning/Benefits/BenefitsInRetirement/DG_10027190"�http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Pensionsandretirementplanning/Benefits/BenefitsInRetirement/DG_10027190�.  


� 	Directgov at �HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/ExtraHelp/DG_066986"�http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/ExtraHelp/DG_066986�.  


� 	Students living away from home and in London
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