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 FINAL SUMMARY

	COUNTRY


	1. How are canine issues regulated in your country (breeding, use of microchips, responsible ownership, education of owners, training/schooling of dogs, dangerous breeds)? Is this subject regulated systematically in one ore more law / legal acts?


	2. Who has the authority to microchip a dog (only veterinaries or also professionals in kennel clubs)? Which law / act regulates this issue?


	3. How are defined dangerous or potentially dangerous breeds/dogs? Are these breeds only describer or there is a list of (potentially) dangerous breeds? Which law / act regulates this issue?


	4. Do you have any provisions regarding the handling or re-education of dangerous breeds?


	5. Is there a legal limit of how many dogs a person can have / own?


	6. How do you supervise the breeding of purebred dogs and non-purebred dogs? Are there any restrictions?



	ANDORRA


	In Andorra the canine issues is regulated by various acts and executive regulations such as:

- Possession and of protection of animals Act
- Rules for the identification and the registry of pets
- Rules about the possession of potentially dangerous dogs
- Rules of the service of animals collection and of the official dog kennel
- Rules regulations concerning the sacrifice of animals and of special controls
- Some particular municipal Ordinances of inspection and control of the possession of pets.


	Only veterinarians legally established may microchip dogs. (Art. 18 of Possession and of protection of animals Act / Art. 4 of Rules for the identification and the registry of pets)


	The section 1 of Rules about the possession of potentially dangerous dogs establishes that have the consideration of dogs potentially dangerous those that present one or more than one of the following circumstances:
“1. The dogs that, in accordance with the section 20.1 of Possession and of protection of animals Act, without no type of provocation nor malice:
a) They bite or they attack a person who is entailed peacefully and according to the law, or another animal the owner of which respects the law, and they cause an injury that entails a medical or veterinary intervention.
b) Being in the requirement of the housing or of the vehicle, or to the requirement of a duly closed private property, they bite or attack a person or another animal, or they manifest in an evident way aggressiveness towards a person who is entailed peacefully and according to the law.
2- The dogs that, before the entry in force of the present Regulations, have been trained for the attack, the guard or the defense.
3- The dogs that belong to one of the following races or to their junctions: bullmastiff, dòberman, Argentine dog, dog of Bordeaux, row brasileiro, Neapolitan mastiff, pitbull, canary bulldog, rottweiler, staffordshire and Japanese shearing.”


	There are no provisions on this issue.


	There is no such a limit.


	There are no general restrictions concerning supervision of breeding of purebred dogs.



	CZECH REPUBLIK


	There are no laws on canine issues in the Czech Republic. These issues are generally governed by several legal acts or by particular municipal ordinances. 


	Only veterinarians may microchip dogs.


	Currently, there is no law defining dangerous or potentially dangerous breeds, even there were some attempts to approve such a law.


	There are no provisions on this issue.


	There is no such a limit. 


	There are no general restrictions concerning supervision of breeding of purebred dogs. It depends on particular cynological organization and its regulation.

	DENMARK


	Under Danish law rules about the responsible ownership of dogs, and registration of owners and the use of dogsigns etc. are regulated in the Danish Act About Dogs. Consolidated act number 259 of 12/04/2005.  This act is supplemented by 3 ministerial orders about registration and marking of dogs, issurance of dogs and dog signs.
Both the act and the ministerial orders are unfortunately only available in Danish.


	It follows from section 6 in ministerial order number 1500 of 20/12/2004 about registration and marking of dogs that only veterinarians and ID specialists registered with the Danish Dogregistry are allowed to microchip a dog. The Danish Dogregistry is a nationwide public registry of dogs in Denmark. It is kept on behalf of the Ministry of Justice. Under Danish law the marking of a dog can take the form of a microchip or a tatoo. 


	At the moment dangerous dogs aren´t defined in Danish legislation. A committee set up by the Ministry of Justice is currently considering whether specific types of dogs should be banned in Denmark. This committee has in january 2010 issue their first report. The committee doesn´t recommend a ban on dangerous dogs but if the Folketing wishes to introduce such a ban the committee suggests that the following dog types are defined as dangerous: Pitbull terrier, Tosa inu, Fila brasileiro, Dogo argentino, American staffordshire terrier (amstaff), Boerboel, Staffordshire bull terrier, American bulldog, Kangal, Centralasian ovtcharka, Kaukasian ovtcharka, Southrussian ovtcharka, Tornjak and Sarplaninac.


	There aren´t any provisions about re-education of dangerous breeds. Under Danish law the possessor of a dog must always take the measures under the circumstances deemed necessary to prevent the dog from causing damage to others.
If a dog has caused damage to a human or other significant harm or there is otherwise reason to believe that the dog may be dangerous to its surroundings, the police chief may 
1) give the possessor an injunction that the dog must be confined, be kept on a leash or be fitted with a muzzle, or both, or
2) decide that the dog must be put down.


	In Denmark there isn´t a legal limit as to how many dogs a person can have or own.


	Occupational breeding of dogs (both purebread dogs and non-purebread dogs) requires the consent of the police and the kennel must be under supersion of a veterinarian. Puppies are not allowed to be taken from the bitch before turning eight weeks old.




Canine issues have not been regulated systematically in Estonia. Provisions pertaining 

to dogs are spilled in number of different acts, but altogether I can not state that one of 

these stands out more eminent than others. Of the topics you counted in the brackets - 

breeding, education of owners training/schooling of dogs and dangerous breeds are not 

regulated at all by legal acts. I still bring here some legal acts where some articles are

relevant to dogs:

a)  Animal Protection Act

b)  Requirements for the keeping of pets (The regulation issued by Minister of Agriculture).

It consists 6 articles particularly about dogs. Titles of these articles are following: Meeting the

needs of dog´s physical exercise; Keeping the dog chained; Keeping the dog in outdoor enclosure;

The kennel; The cage for keeping the dog; Mating and giving birth.

c)  Infectious Animal Disease Act

d)  Hunting Rules (regulation of Minister of Environment)

e)   Security Act (there are some provisions of service dogs)

Local Government Organization Act entitles municipalities to establish the rules of keeping dogs and cats.

Therefore are towns and rural municipalities (I cannot swear that all of them, but at least majority) established 

those rules inside their territory. I could generalize that these municipality-rules are main legal acts that regulate

the topic (although these acts are quite short usually). Those rules deal with  such questionsas: how to registrate

the dog (and cat), microchipping, how can you go with your dog to the beach or on the bus,owner´s dutys

and responsibility.

	
	Only veterinary (it concerns tattooing also). Animal Protection Act.


	This topic has not been regulated in Estonia. No definitions, no describers, no lists.


	No.


	No.


	State or municipal officials do not supervise it at all, it is not regulated legally. It is the concern of kennel clubs how to guarantee purebred dogs.


	

	FINLAND


	Section 8 of Animal Welfare Act (247/1996)  deals with breeding. Animal protection considerations and health of animals must be taken into account in animal breeding. Animal breeding or use of breeding methods which may cause distress or significant damage to the health or welfare of the animal is prohibited. Further provisions on the animal protection requirements to be set for animal breed-ing and use of gene technology are issued by a Decree. The regulation of these issues is (mainly) based on the self-regulation by the kennel clubs.

	Animal Welfare Decree (396/1996) states that putting a microchip in a dog is allowed by a veterinarian or a qualified person.


	There are no specific regulations or definitions on dangerous breeds or dogs. 


	There are no specific regulations or definitions on dangerous breeds or dogs. 


	There is no limit to the number of dogs in the regulations.


	There are no regulations on supervision of purebred or non-purebred dogs; this area is also based on self-regulation.



	ICELAND


	Canine issues are regulated by a regulation on domestic animals and breeding No. 1077/2004 (not available in English). Article 6 reads so: „Those selling or giving away a pet are obliged to inform the receiver about the health and age of the animal, and the character of the species. The receiver shall be informed about proper treatment and conditions of the animal.  Selling of an animal to a person under 18 years of age is prohibited except a written consent of a guardian is presented.“


	A dog owner living in an urban community is obliged to have the dog microchiped or tattooed (article 5 of the regulation).  There is no provision on the qualifications of the persons permitted to perform these operations.


	We do not have any legal tools for using as a norm for measuring whether dogs are dangerous or potentially dangerous.  The only norm is the common knowledge that some species are dangerous to others than those familiar with dogs of those species


	No.


	No.


	The Icelandic Kennel Club issues pedigrees in accordance with Fédération Cynologique Internationale   and Icelandic Kennel Club regulations and keeps a registry of all pure bred dogs in Iceland.



	HUNGARY


	In Hungary the canine issues are regulated mainly in the act XXVIII. of 1998 on the Protection and Humane Treatment of Animals.


	According to the 147/2004. FVM Ministerial Decree (FVM = Földművelésügyi és Vidékfejlesztési Minisztérium = Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development) only the veterinarians are authorized to implant microchips into the dogs. 

	According to the Government Decree No. 35/1997. the dangerous dogs are pitbull terriers and its hybrids. In the appendix of this government decree you can read the common characteristic of the dogs like pitbull terrier.


	There are no provisions regarding the handling or re-education of dangerous breeds.


	The legal limit depends on the local authority decrees. The number of the dogs usually can be 1-3 per houses. 


	If your dog is purebred you get its pedigree from the breeder when you buy it. 



	GERMANY


	According to the different intentions of dog law, canine issues are regulated in different legal acts in Germany.
Regulations on breeding purpose the protection of dogs, wherefore they are included in the federal animal protection act (TierSchG).
The question of responsible ownership is related to the cases that require an allowance for dog ownership. Therefore responsible ownership is regulated in the respective legal acts which cover provisions on allowances. 
Pursuant to § 11 paragraph 1 No 3 TierSchG an allowance is required for commercial breeding. The § 11 paragraph 1 No 1, 2 and paragraph 5 are dealing with responsible ownership and the education of owners, accordingly the education of the sales assistants. 
The keeping of a dangerous dog also requires an allowance. As the rules on the keeping of dangerous dogs are considered to come within the scope of danger prevention, they fall within the purview of the Länder. All 16 Länder have enacted provisions on dangerous dogs, either in terms of a specific law or just in terms of an ordinance. Despite the multitude of these regulations the provisions don't diverge much in substance. 


	In Germany there is no nationwide obligation to microchip a dog. Only in connection with the "EU-Heimtierausweis" dogs have to get a microchip. The "EU-Heimtierausweis" has been implemented pursuant to the Regulation 998/2003 of the European Parliament and of the European Council of 26 May 2003. The "Eu-Heimtierausweis" is like an identity card necessary for the pet movement within the EU. Getting this document requires 
Some of the Länder nevertheless obligate dog owners to microchip their dog, e.g. Berlin.
There are no regulations concerning the authority to microchip a dog. Therefore not only veterinaries but also laymen can perform this intervention.


	The different Länder definitions of dangerous or potentially dangerous only diverge in wording. Concerning their content there are no big differences. Pursuant to the respective definitions dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs are those,
1. who have developed an increased aggressiveness by breeding, keeping or education and therefore attack human beings or animals. 
2. who tend to hunt and kill wild animals or companion animals.
3. who are aggressive against human beings and animals without being provoked.
The definition of dangerous dogs is regulated in the respective law or ordinance on dangerous dogs. 
Additionally some of the Länder have lists of dangerous breeds, which are also included in the respective law or ordinance.  


	Every law or ordinance on dangerous dogs contains provisions regarding the keeping of dangerous dogs. 
There are e.g. provisions on the obligation to leash the dog outside of the house or to put him a muzzle. In some Länder it isn't compulsory allowed to bring dangerous dogs on children's playground or to public swimming baths. Most of the respective laws stipulate an obligation to mark the dog as dangerous. 
There are no provisions concerning the re-education of dangerous breeds.


	There isn't any limit. But the TierSchG stipulates conditions for the dog keeping, e.g. animals must have enough space to move. These conditions must be complied; otherwise the number of dogs owned by one person can be limited.


	

	NETHERLANDS


	Agriculture Minister Gerda Verburg has withdrawn the regulation on aggressive dogs (RAD) on owning and breeding pit bull terriers and related breeds.
The RAD was introduced in 1993 after three children were bitten to death by pit bull terriers. The RAD allowed the police to seize dogs and have them put down purely on the basis of their appearance and was based on article 73 of the Animal Health and Welfare Act. 
The minister has decided to withdraw the RAD because it did not led to a reduction in the number of biting incidents. She introduced a new measure in which dogs are judged by their behaviour rather than breed, the so called 'abnormal behaviour' test. 
Since 2001, the Dutch Kennel Club uses the MAG (Socially Acceptable Behaviour) - Test. 
The MAG-test selects on 2 undesirable behaviours in breeding pet dogs, namely excessive fear and excessive aggression. The test contains 16 test items, including 8 with and 8 without the guide, and is held outside in a fenced area.
From January 1st 2009 the following acts and regulations are effective:
- Animal Health and Welfare Act.
- General Municipal Ordinance (APV) of Dutch municipalities contains regulations with regard to aggressive dogs, based on article 172 of the Local Government Act (Gemeentewet).
- Articles 285, 302 and 425 of the Dutch Penal Code.


	From July 2004 onwards pet animals must be identified. In the Netherlands, the most popular method used to identify animals is the electric transponder (microchip), which is inserted just under the skin. A clearly readable tattoo is also accepted as identification. Both means of identification are applied by a veterinarian.


	Dangerous breeds / aggressive dogs are not defined in Dutch legislation. Education of dogs, and therefore their behaviour, is determined for the degree of aggression. The owner of a dog is responsible for its behaviour. 


	Empowerment of local government to impose administrative fines: the General Municipal Ordinance (APV) of Dutch municipalities contains regulations with regard to aggressive dogs in public places (halter and muzzle), the housing of these dogs, leaving behind dog dirt and the enforcement of the APV towards the owners.


	There are no national regulations for limiting the number of dogs per owner. It may be possible that the General Municipal Ordinance (APV) of Dutch municipalities contains regulations.
Legally it is possible that, in case of cruelty to animals or animal abuse, the owner gets a ban (three years) on keeping dogs. At the moment a parliamentary discussion is going on to raise the period of this ban up to ten years.


	The Dutch Kennel Club (DKC) is the leading body in Dutch dog breeding. For this reason it is called upon to regulate all forms of dog sport and to guard against all activities that may be detrimental to the interests and image of the sport.
In the Bylaws for its new structure the DKC has stipulated its responsibility regarding the
breeding of (mentally and physically) healthy pure-bred dogs as objective.
Dogs with extreme anxiety and/or biting behaviour, ascertained by means of a DKC recognised test for anxiety and/or aggressive biting behaviour.
On behalf of responsible breeding the breed clubs will, in consultation with the DKC,
formulate breeding regulations per breed. A basic model will be supplied by the DKC.
Revision proposals over time can be submitted by both DKC and breed club. The final
version, and revisions, require DKC approval.



	NORWAY


	In Norway, canine issues are primarily regulated by the Dog Keeping Act of the 4th of July 2003 No. 74 . In addition, the Animal Protection Act of the 20th of December 1974 No. 73 , the Neighbouring Properties Act of the 16th of June 1961 No. 15  and the Tenancy Act of the 26th of March 1999 No. 17  regulate some special issues regarding keeping of dogs.
Norwegian law on this field draws up a general requirement of due care for keepers of dogs, as provided by the Dog Keeping Act section 3. Other canine issues such as securing of dogs, stray dogs, responsible ownership, rights and obligations in emergencies caused by attacks from dogs, safety measures against dangerous dog keeping, relocation or destruction of dangerous dogs, are also regulated in this act. 
The use of microchips and the subject of dangerous breeds are treated in the Executive Regulation of Dogs of the 20th of august 2004 No. 1204 , pursuant to section 19 of the Dog Keeping Act.
There is currently no general regulation regarding breeding of dogs, education of owners or training of dogs in Norwegian law.  


	The question of authorization to inject dogs with microchips is not explicitly regulated in Norwegian law. In practice, however, only veterinaries currently perform this operation in Norway. 


	Dangerous breeds are defined in section 1 of the Executive Regulation of Dogs. This provision explicitly states which breeds are considered dangerous and thus illegal. The prohibition also applies to crossbreeds where a dangerous breed or wolf constitutes a part of the genome.


	Dangerous breeds that are illegally imported are to be put down or evicted from Norwegian territory by the police, as provided by the executive regulation of dogs, section 4.
For legal breeds, a dog may be considered dangerous if it has attacked or injured humans or other animals. In accordance with section 24 of the Dog Keeping Act, the police may, under certain conditions, take charge of, relocate or put down dogs that are considered dangerous.
The subject of re-education of dangerous breeds/dogs is not regulated in Norwegian law.


	There is currently no limit to the number of dogs per household/property.


	There is no governmental supervision of the breeding of dogs in Norway. As far as we are concerned, there are no legal restrictions to the breeding of dogs.



	SLOVAKIA


	In the Slovak Republic the field of cynology is regulated by various acts and executive regulations such as: 
- Act No. 282/2002 Coll. on Dog Breeding; 
- Act No.369/1990 Coll. on Municipal Establishment;
- each village/town has its own provisions regarding dogs (the rules of the dog keeping in the town, about the dog breeding) contained in generally binding municipal ordinances; 
- Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection;
- Act No. 39/2007 Coll. on Veterinary Care;
- Act No. 582/2004 Coll. on Municipal Taxes and Local Payments for the Municipal Waste. 


	In compliance with the valid legislation the use of microchips is a veterinary activity. Only veterinaries are authorised to get a microchip to a dog. Each dog which is placed in a dog pound has to be marked with a microchip. On the other hand, it is up to every dog owner, if s-/he let his/her dog to be marked with a microchip. 
Every dog owner has to register his/her dog to the Municipal Council and has to pay taxes for the dog.


	In compliance with the valid legislation the use of microchips is a veterinary activity. Only veterinaries are authorised to get a microchip to a dog. Each dog which is placed in a dog pound has to be marked with a microchip. On the other hand, it is up to every dog owner, if s-/he let his/her dog to be marked with a microchip. 
Every dog owner has to register his/her dog to the Municipal Council and has to pay taxes for the dog.


	No, we do not have any provisions regarding the handling or re-education of dangerous breeds.


	We do not have any limits for a number of dogs a person can have. Every dog owner has to keep animals in due care and protection pursuant to the Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection. Health care and good living conditions have to be guaranteed.


	No, we do not have any supervision regarding the breeding of purebred dogs and non-purebred dogs.



	SERBIA


	The legal acts regulating the canine issues are: Veterinary Act, Animal Welfare Act, Regulations on the Marking of Dogs and Keeping Records of Marked Dogs, Regulations on the Conditions under which a Hunter-Tourists Can Hunt and Run Training of Hunting Dogs, Regulations on Conditions for Humane Capture and Destruction of Stray Dogs and Cats, Regulations on Establishing a Measure of the Health Care of Animals. Also, the Draft Law on Ratification of European Convention for the Protection of Pets has recently entered the parliamentary procedure.


	Marking dogs perform veterinary stations and veterinary clinics that perform vaccination of dogs against rabies (Regulations on the Marking of Dogs and Keeping Records of Marked Dogs, Article 9). The Regulations on the Marking of Dogs and Keeping Records of Marked Dogs stipulate the obligation of marking the dog, a way of marking, as well as a way of keeping records of marked dogs in the Central database.

	In accordance with the Animal Welfare Act, Article 53, dogs that are kept as pets, which may pose a danger must be kept in the prescribed manner. This manner may be prescribed with bylaws, par example some municipalities have Regulations on Keeping Dogs and Cats. The Law does not define dangerous breeds.


	No.


	No.


	The Veterinary Act and the Animal Welfare Act comprise regulations on breeding of animals for commercial use. The inspection of the implementation of these legal acts is in responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Department for Veterinary Inspection.



	POLAND


	In Poland there is no one complex act regulating dog issues. Proper fields are regulated in different acts i.a. the Act on Animal protection, the regulation of the Minister of Internal Affairs and Administration on the register of the breeds of dogs considered as aggressive,  the regulation of the Minister of Internal Affairs and Administration on terms and conditions for catching stray animals.


	There is no general duty to microchip dogs however a few exceptions exist. The regulation of the Minister of Agriculture and rural development of 13 May 2005 states that certain entities such as laboratory or breeding institutions are obliged to microchip or tattoo dogs which are kept there. Also the Act on protecting animal health and combating animal’s epidemic deceases in accordance with EU Regulation 998/2003 clearly states that dogs moved in the meaning of mentioned regulation should be microchiped by the veterinarian or a veterinary technician (person of lower veterinarian skills). Apart from presented situation the law does not regulate the microchiping issues, however mentioned provisions could be possibly used in different cases (such as voluntary microchiping) by analogy.


	The dangerous breeds are described in the regulation of the Minister of Internal Affairs and Administration of 28 April 2003 on the register of the breeds of dogs considered as agressive. The regulation contains a list of eleven breeds:

• American Pitt Bull Terrier
• Perro de Presa Mallorquin
• American Bulldog
• Dogo Argentino
• Perro de Presa Canario
• Tosa inu
• Rottweiler
• Akbash Dog
• Anatolian Karabash
• Moscow Watchdog
• Caucasian Shepherd Dog


	There are no such provisions.


	There is no such limit.


	Supervision is exercised only over the institutions which raises the breeds considered to be aggressive. To perform such activity the permission granted by the municipal authorities is required. Acting without it may be subject to penalty of limitation of freedom and/or fine.



	SWEDEN


	Swedish regulations on how animals should be kept and managed are found in the Animal Welfare Act (SFS 1988:534) and the Animal Welfare Ordinance (SFS 1988:539).  Regulations are also issued by the central agencies responsible for animal welfare issues, primarily the Swedish Board of Agriculture.
Since 2009, the County Administrative Boards bear the main responsibility for animal welfare control in Sweden, i.e. for supervising compliance with animal welfare regulations. They are also responsible for considering applications and issuing permits currently required for some activities involving animals, such as riding schools, kennel businesses, dog day care centres and cat boarding facilities. 
The Swedish Board of Agriculture is responsible for animal welfare. Its responsibilities include coordination of the animal welfare control undertaken by the county administrative boards, and in connection with this, providing advice and assistance to the county administrative boards when necessary. It also issues binding regulations concerning animal welfare.
Canine issues are since 1 January 2008 primarily regulated by the Act (SFS 2007:1150) on supervision of dogs and cats  and the Ordinance (SFS 2007:1240) on supervision of dogs . 
The act regarding dogs and cats aims primarily to protect humans and dogs from dogs which are left without adequate supervision in our densely populated society. Dogs are to be kept under adequate supervision in order to prevent them from causing harm or considerable nuisance. 
Marking and registration of dogs are parts of the law regarding supervision of dogs and cats and the ordinance regarding supervision of dogs. The police have no right to take charge of dogs on the basis that they are unmarked. The police are instead allowed to take charge of dogs when necessary to prevent them to cause harm or considerable nuisance.
 The Swedish rules on breeding dogs clarify what is acceptable in terms of animal welfare. It also provides support for control programs against hereditary defects that are currently implemented in many breed clubs. Section 16 of the Animal Welfare Act (SFS 1988:534) regulates that an operating permit is required by any person who, on a professional basis or on a substantial scale keeps, breeds, supplies or sells pet animals or receives pet animals for boarding or feeding. 
In some cases permissions are required for having dogs. For example, a person must seek permission for having “doggie daycares”, guesthouses for dogs or transfer homes for dogs. An individual must also obtain a permit for owning many dogs. Permissions for having dogs are also regulated in the Swedish Regulations (SJVFS 2008:5) on keeping dog and cat (unfortunately only available in Swedish) . 


	All dog owners must register themselves and their dog at the Board of Agriculture. This applies to all owners of dogs born after 31 December 1992 and that live mainly in Sweden. The registration obligation applies once the dog reaches an age of four months, or one month after a person has bought, received or imported the dog to Sweden. There are two identification methods: A microchip or a clearly legible tattoo. The uses of microchips and tattoos are treated in the Ordinance (SFS 2007:1240) on supervision of dogs. 
The marking should be done by a veterinarian or someone else with an approved training for working with ID badges. The authorization to mark dogs is not explicitly regulated in Swedish law.  


	There is no Swedish ban against any particular breed, but it is illegal to keep dogs that 
• are excessively eager to fight 
• are easily angered and bite 
• are hard to stop once they attack 
• take their fighting instincts out on people and other dogs  
Dangerous dogs are defined in section 19 of the Animal Welfare Ordinance (SFS 1988:539). 


	The police can take charge of dogs that are kept under inadequate supervision. The police can issue a ban against keeping dogs for people who do not keep their dog under adequate supervision. An irresponsible dog owner can presently be sentenced to imprisonment, or will be imposed a fine. 


	In some cases permissions are required from the County Administrative Board for keeping dogs. The dog owners need permission for keeping ten or more dogs over twelve months old (for example, keeping their own dogs), raising three or more litters per year, or selling dogs from three or more litters per year of self-feeding. 


	Breeding that can lead to suffering for a dog is prohibited. The dog must not be used in breeding if it 
• has an illness or a disability that can be inherited
• carries on or may be expected to bear on certain disease-carrying genes
• has behavioral problems, such as excessive fear or unprovoked aggression
The regulation may imply that it becomes difficult to continue to breed certain breeds. The Board of Agriculture has the possibility to grant exemptions. This option may be used if requested and if there are special reasons. 



	UK


	Legislation on dogs is covered by a large number of acts. Issues to do with responsibility and ownership are coverd in some older acts. Dangeours Dogs are dealt within a 1991 Act. There is no obligation to have licence for your dog in the UK or have any training if you are a dog owner. The Animal Welfare Act 2006 covers welfare of all domesticated animals and there are now welfare codes for several animals, including dogs .http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/cruelty/index.htm


	There is no obligation to microchip pets in the UK. However if you want to obtain a passport for your dog you have to have it microchiped by a vet. http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/travel/pets/index.htm 


	The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 lists four breeds as dangerous and illegal. It is also illegal to have dog dangerously out of control in a public are, whatever its breed. Further details can be found here http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/dangerous/index.htm   
The Government is currently consulting on amending the legislation, including the options of compulsory insurance or compulsory microchipping. http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/dangerous-dogs/index.htm 


	Dogs that are placed on the dangerous list under the 1991 Act and not put down do have to comply with measures such as always being muzzled in public.


	No. However, local authorities do have the power to limit the number of dogs that can walked at the same time in public areas


	There is currently no legislation controlling dog breeding in the UK although this has recently become a controversial issue. Further information is available from the Kennel Club on their Fit for Function website, which includes details of the accredited breeder scheme http://www.fitforfunction.org.uk/ 



	LITHUANIA


	In Lithuania the welfare of pet animals is regulated by the  European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals (entered into force 12.01.2004), the Law on the Care, Welfare and Use of Animals  and a number of regulations issued by the State Food and Veterinary Inspectorate: Rules for the Acquisition, Keeping, Breeding and Handling of Aggressive dogs; Rules for the Registration of Aggressive dogs; The List of Dogs of Aggressive Breeds; The Veterinary Requirements for Animal Shelters, etc. Amendments to the Law on the Care, Welfare and Use of Animals are currently under consideration. The new law containing significant changes is expected to be passed later this year.


	Only licensed veterinary doctors entered into a special list approved by the State Food and Veterinary Inspectorate are authorized to microchip dogs.  


	The list of aggressive breeds is composed and approved by the State Food and Veterinary Inspectorate. 
Fighting dogs and their crossbreeds:
1. American Pit Bull Terrier,
2. American Mastiff.
Dangerous dogs and their crossbreeds:
1. American Staffordshire Terrier,
2. Staffordshire Bull Terrier,
3. American Bulldog,
4. Dogo Argentino,
5. Fila Brasileiro,
6. Kangal Dog,
7. Caucasian Shepherd,
8. South Russian Shepherd.
The law forbids to bring into the country, to trade and to breed fighting dogs and their crossbreeds.  Existing dogs must be neutered or spayed. Any person who wishes to acquire a dog of aggressive breed must have a permit issued by a municipality. Special conditions apply. 
Dogs of aggressive breeds must wear muzzles and be held on a leash in public places (that applies to all dogs). 


	There is a 12 hour training course for the owners, breeders or handlers of dangerous dogs. Persons applying for a permit to register a dangerous dog must have heard the course.


	A person in a multi-apartment house is allowed to have two adult dogs or two cats or a cat and a dog. The number of dogs or cats in a one-family house is not restricted.


	The breeding of purebred dogs is supervised by the Lithuanian Cynology Society (LKD - Lietuvos kinologu draugija) which is a member of federation Cynologique Internationale (FCI). LKD issues pedigrees for purebred puppies born in Lithuania (they all are registered in Lithuanian Studbook). From 1993 all puppies born in Lithuania are indentified by tattoo; at this moment breeder has a right to choose a method of identification – tattooing or microchip. The number of identification is always indicated in pedigree. Only pedigrees, which are given by LKD, are accepted in FCI countries. 
The breeding of non-purebred dogs is neither supervised nor controlled. 



	SWITZERLAND


	In der Schweiz bestehen verschiedene Regelungen, welche die Zucht undHaltung von Hunden betreffen. Der Bundesrat erlässt die
Vollzugsvorschriften, während der Vollzug den Kantonen obliegt. Geltende Regelungen auf Bundesebene finden sich:
- Im Tierschutzgesetz (TSchG)
- In der Tierschutzverordnung (TSchV)
- Im Tierseuchengesetz
Viele Kantone verfügen bereits heute über ein Hundegesetz oder über Vorschriften zur Verhütung von Verletzungen durch Hunde. Die
angeordneten Massnahmen und jeweiligen Bestimmungen fallen jedoch in Art und Inhalt recht unterschiedlich aus. So fallen Massnahmen zu Hunden in einigen Kantonen in die Polizei- oder Gemeindekompetenz. Den unterschiedlichen Regelungen in den Kantonen soll nun eine neu gesamtschweizerische Regelung, die ein Hundegesetz auf nationaler Ebene vorsieht, entgegenwirken. Im Hundegesetzentwurf sollen klare Bedingungen und umfassende Massnahmen zum Zusammenleben zwischen Menschen und Hunden festgelegt werden, ohne dabei gewisse Rassen zu diskriminieren bzw. zu verbieten.  Das Hundegesetz befindet sich zurzeit jedoch noch in Beratung.
Zucht:
Der Bundesrat kann die Zucht, das Erzeugen und das Halten von Tieren mit
bestimmten Merkmalen, insbesondere mit Abnormitäten in Körperbau und
Verhalten, verbieten (Artikel 10 Absatz 2 TSchG). Artikel 7a und 7c des
TSchG können zudem als Basis für Vorschriften betreffend die Zucht von
Hunden herangezogen werden. So wäre auf dieser Grundlage auch ein
Rassenverbot möglich.  Zucht:
Der Bundesrat kann die Zucht, das Erzeugen und das Halten von Tieren mit
bestimmten Merkmalen, insbesondere mit Abnormitäten in Körperbau und
Verhalten, verbieten (Artikel 10 Absatz 2 TSchG). Artikel 7a und 7c des
TSchG können zudem als Basis für Vorschriften betreffend die Zucht von
Hunden herangezogen werden. So wäre auf dieser Grundlage auch ein
Rassenverbot möglich.
Die Zucht und Haltung von Hunden sind so auszurichten, dass Hunde mit
ausgeglichenem Charakter und guter Sozialisierbarkeit sowie geringer
Aggressionsbereitschaft gegenüber Mensch und Tier erhalten werden
(Artikel 28 Absatz 2 TSchG). Das Züchten von Tieren mit Abweichungen vom
arttypischen Verhalten soll vermieden werden. Insbesondere Hunde mit
Verhaltensabweichungen wie übermässige Aggression oder Ängstlichkeit
sind von der Zucht auszuschliessen (Artikel 28 Absatz 3 TSchV).
Welpen dürfen frühestens im Alter von 56 Tagen von der Mutter oder der Amme
getrennt werden. Zudem müssen sich Mutter- oder Ammenhündinnen von ihren
Welpen zurückziehen können (Artikel 70 Absatz 4 und 5 TSchG).
Verantwortung Hundehalter:
Hundehalter haben die nötigen Vorkehrungen zu treffen, dass der Hund
Menschen und Tiere nicht gefährdet (Artikel 77 TSchV).
Einige Kantone kennen zudem ein Versicherungsobligatorium für Hundehalter.
Ausbildung Hundehalter und Hund:
Für Hundehalter besteht eine obligatorische Hundehalterausbildung. Vor
dem Kauf eines Hundes muss ein theoretischer Kurs absolviert werden.
Zudem müssen Hund und Besitzer innerhalb eines Jahres nach dem Kauf
eines Tieres ein praktisches Training absolvieren (Artikel 6 Absatz 3
TSchG und Artikel 68 TSchV).
Gebrauch von Mikrochips:
Laut Artikel 30 des Tierseuchengesetzes müssen alle Hunde registriert
und mit einem Mikrochip gekennzeichnet werden. Daneben existiert eine
zentrale Datenbank, die neben den Angaben zu Hundehaltern auch
Informationen über Rasse, Rassetyp sowie Verhaltensstörungen und
Tierhalteverbote enthält.
Gefährliche Rassen:
Es gibt keine Regelung auf nationaler Ebene, die bestimmte Hunderassen
als gefährlich einstuft oder verbietet. Als gefährlich wird ein Hund
normalerweise erst nach erfolgter Aggression gegen Tier und Mensch
eingestuft. Einige Kantone verfügen jedoch über Rassenlisten, die
explizit bestimmte Hunderassen verbieten.


	Nur Tierärzte sind befugt, einem Hund einen Mikrochip einzupflanzen
(Artikel 16 Absatz 4 Tierseuchenverordnung).


	Verschiedene Kantone sehen zurzeit in ihrer Gesetzgebung die Möglichkeit
einer Rassenliste mit potentiell gefährlichen Hunderassen vor, wobei
einige Kantone effektiv eine Rassenliste definieren. Die in den
Rassenlisten als potentiell gefährliche Hunde eingestuften Rassen
unterliegen bei der Haltung einer Bewilligungspflicht. Das Erteilen
einer Bewilligung ist geknüpft an die Eigenschaften und Eignungen des
Hundes sowie an diejenigen des Halters (z. B. ein einwandfreier Leumund,
genügend kynologische Fachkenntnisse, Mindestalter 18, keine
Vorbestrafung mit Delikten, die das Halten eines potentiell gefährlichen
Hundes als  problematisch erscheinen lassen). Als gefährlich wird ein
Hund normalerweise erst nach erfolgter Aggression gegen Tier und Mensch
eingestuft. Einige Kantone haben auch Rassenlisten, die explizit
bestimmte Hunderassen verbieten.

  


	Bis anhin wurde vorausgesetzt, dass die Hundehalter ihre
Eigenverantwortung wahrnehmen und mit einem verhaltensauffälligen Hund
entsprechende Vorkehrungen treffen (z. B. Wesenstest, Schulung oder
Therapie). Allgemein sind die Kantone für erforderliche Massnahmen gegen
erhaltensauffällige oder übermässig aggressive Hunde zuständig (Art. 79
TSchV). Zudem besteht eine Meldepflicht für Tierärzte, Ärzte, Zollorgane
und Hundeausbildende von Vorfällen, bei denen ein Hund andere Tiere oder
Menschen erheblich verletzt hat oder Anzeichen eines übermässigen


	Auf Bundesebene gibt es keine gesetzlichen Einschränkungen, wie viele
Hunde eine Person halten darf. Einige Kantone verfügen jedoch über
Regelungen, welche die Haltung von Hunden ab einer bestimmten Anzahl
bewilligungspflichtig macht. Andere Kantone sehen eine Beschränkung der
Anzahl gehaltener Hunde bei mangelhafter Hundehaltung als Massnahme für
die Sicherheit von Mensch und Tier vor.


	Grundsätzlich sind Tierhalter dazu angehalten, die zumutbaren Massnahmen
zu treffen, um zu verhindern, dass sich die Tiere übermässig vermehren
(Artikel 25 Absatz 4 TSchG).
Das Bundesamt für Veterinärwesen kann Vorschriften technischer Art über
die Zucht von Tierarten, Rassen, Stämmen oder Zuchtlinien mit bestimmten
Merkmalen erlassen (Artikel 29 TSchG).
Die Kantone sind für die regelmässige Kontrolle von gewerbsmässigen
Tierzuchten zuständig. Dabei hat die kantonale Fachstelle zu
veranlassen, dass diese alle zwei Jahre unangemeldet kontrolliert
werden. Das Kontrollintervall kann bei keinen Beanstandungen bis auf
fünf Jahre verlängert werden (Artikel 215 TSchG).
Bei gewerbsmässiger Zucht von Heimtieren oder Nutzhunden muss eine
Bestandeskontrolle (Name, Identifikation und Geburts- oder Schlüpfdatum
sämtlicher Zuchttiere und Nachkommen sowie Abgänge soweit bekannt mit
Ursache) geführt werden (Artikel 30 TSchG).
Neben den Regelungen des Gesetzgebers sind es die jeweiligen Rasseklubs
bzw. die Schweizerische kynologische Gesellschaft, welche über
spezifische Regelungen zur Zucht und deren Kontrolle verfügen. Diese
sind jedoch nur im Falle einer Mitgliedschaft bindend.



	PORTUGAL


	Breeding - Keepers of dogs must register new-born dogs at their Parish Council between the third and the sixth month of age.
Use of microchips – Please, see answer to question 2, below.
Responsible ownership – Most of the acts mentioned below refer the need of the owner of a cat, a dog or any other animal to be responsible on its ownership. The most explicit of these expressions is included in Chapter II of the Executive law No. 315/2003, of 17 December. Article 6 states that the keeper of an animal has a special duty of care, so as not to jeopardize the parameters of the well-being of the animal, and that it should monitor it, in order to prevent the life or physical integrity of persons and other animals.
The following articles deal with the general principles for the animal well-being, lodging conditions, environmental factors, loading and transportation, protection systems, feeding and drinking, hygiene, security, health-care, etc.
According to article 7 of the Executive law No. 314/2003, of 17 December it is mandatory for all dogs to use a dog-collar or a pectoral collar, when in public places. They also must be accompanied by their owners.
Dog training/schooling – This matter is only regulated for dangerous or potentially dangerous breeds, in Executive law No. 315/2009, 29 October. Please see answer to question 4.

Education of owners – Law No. 92/95, of 12 September, states in article 6 that local authorities should advice owners of dogs and cats to reduce their non-envisaged reproduction, promoting its sterilization when it becomes advisable.
Dangerous breeds – Please see answer to question 4.


	According to article 3.3 of the Executive law No. 313/2003, of 17 December, the identification of a cat or dog by the usage of a microchip can only be made by a veterinary, through the application of a subcutaneous capsule in the centre of the left face of the neck of the animal.


	There is a difference in the definition of dangerous and potentially dangerous animals.
Potentially dangerous animals are those defined in Order No. 422/2004, of 21 April, that establishes as potentially dangerous dogs of the breeds indicated below, as well as crossovers involving a dog of one of those breeds:
I. Cão de fila brasileiro (Brazilian Mastiff)
II. Argentinean Dogue
III. Pit bull terrier
IV. Rottweiller
V. American Staffordshire terrier
VI. Staffordshire bull terrier
VII. Tosa inu
Article 3 of the Executive law No. 315/2009, of 29 October defines as “dangerous animal” any animal that fulfils one of the following conditions:
i. Has bitten, attacked or injured the body or the health of a person;
ii. Has seriously injured or killed another animal, outside the property of its owner;
iii. Has been declared, voluntarily, by its owner to the respective Parish Council that the animal has an aggressive character and behaviour;
iv. Has been considered by the relevant authority as a risk to the safety of people or animals, because of their aggressive behaviour or physiological specificity.
The owner of a dangerous or a potential dangerous dog has to use a halter (attached to a short leach of no more than one meter) and a muzzle in public places. At home the dog has to be situated in a kennel, housing or fenced area with a fence at least 2 m high and a warning sign at its entrance. 


	According to article 21 of the Executive law No. 315/2009, of 29 October, “keepers of dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs are required to promote their training, with a view to their socialization and obedience which cannot, under any circumstances, be directed to their involvement in fights, or to the increase in their aggressiveness towards people, other animals or property.”


	The limitation is more in terms of lodging than ownership. As such, and according to article 3 of the Executive law No. 314/2003, of 17 December, hosting of dogs and cats in urban, rural and mixed buildings is always subjected to the existence of good hygiene conditions in those buildings, preventing the transmission of environmental dirt and diseases to people.


	This matter is not regulated by law. Private organizations, in particular the Canine Portuguese Club (C.P.C.) deals with breeding of purebred dogs and non-purebred dogs. It also is the keeper of the Book of Portuguese Origins for the canine races. It is affiliated with the World Canine Organisation (F.C.I.).



	ITALY

	The legal instruments that regulate canine issues in our country are: 
1) Veterinary police regulations (Decree n. 320 of 1954)
2) Law concerning pet keeping and the prevention of straying (Law n. 281 of 1991)
3) Several ministerial acts adopted in subsequent years in order to cope with the problem of frequent  assaults of people by dangerous dogs. The most recent of these acts dates march 3rd 2009.
4) An agreement between the Minister of health and  welfare and the Regions concerning the protection of pets and their use in human therapy. (Agreement of 6 february 2003). 
5) Several regional acts that regulate the issues in each region, as well as local regulations that concern  every single municipality.


	According to the rules in force the dogs must be recorded  in a regional register. The most recent provisions require that they  bear a microchip, but  the animals registered before 2004 can as well have only a tatoo. These forms of identification must be put into practice by a professional veterinarian who certifies the animals. This practice is required by order of the Minister of Health and welfare. 
The Ministry of health and welfare is the governmental branch responsible for the legislation concerning pet animals and their protection, as well as the safety of people in matters involving animals.
The owner must register the dog within 45 days of its birth or 10 days of acquiring it. Newcomers to the region should register their dogs within 10 days of arrival. A fine may be imposed for the non-registration of a dog. 


	The agreement between the competent Central government body  and the regional authorities concerning the keeping of dogs and other pet animals , together with  the Ministerial acts concerning the protection of people in case of assault by dangerous dogs have provided essentially  the list of the canine breeds considered as 'dangerous'  They also remind, nonetheless, that many breeds are not aggressive by their own nature but because they are forced to become aggressive  through a  bad training practice and the cause of aggressiveness  must be sought in a distorted relationship between  the owner and the animal. The ministerial acts provide also for the prohibition for some categories of people to keep such animals (for example people who have been convicted of violent crimes, or people with mental illnesses).


	The ministerial acts providing for the control over dangerous dogs require also that their owners  obtain a license for keeping them.   The license is issued after a course concerning the various aspects of breeding the dogs, educating them, the civil and penal responsibilities linked to the ownership of  dogs qualified as dangerous and other issues. For the owners of dangerous dogs such license is compulsory. The courses are arranged by the municipalities and the municipal veterinary services.
In case of accidents caused by a misconduct of the dog owners, or in case of non application of the rules  the veterinary services may either require a suitable treatment of the animals or order that they are taken from the owners and given to kennels. (Besides the  punishment for possible penal or civil responsibility for the damages caused by the animals). 


	No, this limit doesn't exist.


	This issue is the object of a specific law, concerning the breeding, selection and training of pure breed dogs. It is the law n. 349 of 1993. This law sets out the fiscal and legal principles concerning  the business  of breeding dogs, which is considered an economic activity under all aspects. The rules in detail are to be set by the regional authorities.
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