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ECPRD REQUEST 1386
The right to vote and the right to stand as candidate

 to third country nationals (non – EU nationals)

in local or municipal elections  
FINAL SUMMARY

PREPARED BY
the Research Service of the Hellenic Parliament
Date: 7th June 2010
Contact: Helen Kanellopoulou, telephone +30 210 3673104, e-mail:  e.kanellopoulou@parliament.gr
The Hellenic Parliament submitted the following request:
In the light of the upcoming legislative reform on the granting of the right to vote to third country nationals, legally residing in Greece, in the local / municipal elections, we would be grateful to receive an answer to the following question: 

1. Has your country ( an EU member state) awarded the right to vote and the right to stand as candidate to third country nationals (non-eu nationals) in the local/ municipal elections? 

2. In case of ‘yes’ :

a. under what conditions? 

b. please mention the relevant legal provisions. 
Comparative research on the voting rights of immigrants in local elections as they are held by all member-states of the European Union. The research showed the following results
:
1. Austria: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote or stand as candidates at local elections.

2. Belgium: There is an established right to vote in local elections (but not participate as candidates) after a 5 years residence in the country.

3. Bulgaria: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

4. France: There are no recognized rights of immigrants to vote or stand as candidates at local elections.

5. Germany: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote or stand as candidates at local elections.
6. Denmark: There are recognized rights to nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates after a 3 years legal residence in the country.

7. Estonia: Estonia recognizes to foreign nationals who have acquired a “Long Term Residence Permit” the right to vote but not the right to be elected at local elections.

8. United Kingdom: The right to vote and the right to be elected at local elections are recognized to all nationals of the Commonwealth who legally reside in the country. 

9. Ireland: Nationals of third countries who reside legally in the country are allowed to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

10. Spain: Nationals of third countries with which Spain has signed special “Agreements of Reciprocity” are allowed to vote and stand as candidates at local elections (such Agreement has only been signed with Norway). 

11. Italy: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections (there is a constitutional provision to the contrary but it has not yet been into force).

12. Netherlands: There are established rights to vote and stand as candidates to all foreign nationals that reside legally in the country.

13. Cyprus: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

14. Latvia: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

15. Lithuania: The right to vote and the right to stand as candidates are provided to all nationals of third countries who have obtained a residence permit.

16. Luxembourg: The right to vote, but not the right to stand as candidates is provided to all non EU nationals that have resided legally in the country for a period of five years.

17. Malta: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections (there is a constitutional provision to the contrary under a term of reciprocity, but it has not yet been into force).

18. Hungary: The right to vote and the right to stand as candidates at local elections are provided to all nationals of third countries.

19. Poland: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

20. Portugal: Nationals of third countries with which Portugal has signed special “Agreements of Reciprocity” are allowed to vote or stand as candidates at local elections.

21. Romania: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote and stand as candidates at local elections.

22. Slovakia: There are established rights of nationals of third countries to vote or stand as candidates at local elections.

23. Slovenia: The right to vote, but not the right to stand as candidates is provided to all non EU nationals that have resided legally in the country.

24. Sweden: The right to vote, as well as the right to stand as candidates is provided to all non EU nationals that have resided legally in the country for a period of three years.

25. Czech Republic: There are no established rights of nationals of third countries to vote or stand as candidates at local elections (there is a constitutional provision to the contrary under a term of reciprocity, but at the present there are no agreements signed).

26. Finland: The right to vote, as well as the right to stand as candidates is provided to all non EU nationals that have resided legally in the country for a period of four years.

In Greece, shortly after the conclusion of the research through the ECPRD, Bill 3838/2010 was adopted by which the right to vote and be elected to local government authorities is attributed to third country nationals who reside legally in the country, continuously and for a period exceeding five years. Entitlement to the right to voted and be elected depends on the type of permit already issued to the persons concerned. The participation of persons with a criminal record is prevented, since this would cause their ineligibility had they already been Greek citizens. Especially for those wishing to stand for election, special care is taken that they possess sufficient knowledge of the Greek language to carry out their duties. The right to stand for election extends to the office of town councilor as is the case of other EU member state citizens.
In summary, in 11 EU countries the right to vote and the right to be elected at local elections are not recognized to nationals of third countries. 16 member states have established voting rights, under the following variations: 11 member-states, (including 2 states which set reciprocity terms), provide for the exercise of voting rights (as well as of rights to stand as candidates), while 5 member-states provide only for the right to vote.  

� Data collected from the following sources: 1) The program of  the Migration Policy Institute: “Local Voting Rights for Non – Nationals in Europe: What we know and what we need to learn”, Kees Groenendijk – University of Nijmengen, 2008 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.migrationpolicy.org" ��www.migrationpolicy.org�), 2) the “Third Annual Report on Immigration and Integration” of the European Commission (COM 2007 512 final), 3) replies to the relevant question from the European Centre of Parliamentary Research and Documentation (ECPRD).
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